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\The Conrad Grubb Homestead site consists of a dwelling house
of stone with a brick addition, a barn with milk house attached by
a breezeway, shed, well house, attached arched dirt cellar, restored
eighteentQ\century garden and indications of earlier buildings in
the lawn. YA meadow has been enclosed with restored worm and post
and rail fencing.

The features common to Germanic houses in Pennsylvania which
may be found in the Grubb house include: the three room floor plan
(kitchen, formal,room, and downstairs sleeping quarters), the wall
cabinets and a slanted roof structure. Some deviations from the
normal plan do exist. The fireplace is along the inside wall of
the kitchen, opeﬁing‘to the side of the kitchen, and with the rear
wall along the formal and sleeping rooms. It thus radiates heat
into these rooms and makes possible the placement of stoves in the
latter two rooms, which are fired from the fireplace. The kitchen
fireplace in the Grubb house is at the far end of the long kitchen
opposite the front door. 1In this position, the fireplace back is
on an outside wall. Behind the fireplace, outside the house, is
the attached bake oven.

338

The present appearance of the two and one-half story dwelling
is that of a partially restored mid-eighteenth century Germanic
house. The house is built of red to grey shales and sandstones.
The cornerstones are larger than stone used otherwise. The facade
‘donsists 4&f ‘squared stone upto the level of the pent roof. This
is the only area of the house so treated. The six-over-six sash
windows are arched on the ground floor, as are the doors, with
the exception of the front door which has a flat Lintel..,.
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__Several features of the desigp,qﬁutherhouse point to its
connection with Conrad Grubb's occupation as a weaver. The joists
in the ceiling of the downstairs sleeping room are of oak. These
joists support the floor of the room which contained the heavy loom.
In the floor of the upstairs room the present owners noticed a round
hole drilled into the floor which had the markings of a square
block around it. This feature was located in such a position as
to be ideally suited to receive the shaft of the warping reel.

The orientation of the entire house may also have been dicta-
ted by the need for maximum light in the loom shed. The house is
located on the cardinal points of the compass so that the southwest
side will receive the maximum natural light and heat from the sum-

ot mer sun. The weaver could sit with his back to the window, the f’
light from the sun falling over his shoulder and onto the shed b 0 IzZZZ\>x
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The Conrad Grubb Hbmestead is a prlme example of a
restored Germanic home which, contained a home 1ndustry.
The house 1is s1gn1flcant architecturally as a variant of
the basic house type brought by the German settlerws The
restoration completed to this point has demonstrated a *
thorough understanding of the way of life of the original
occupant.

Tn 1743, Conrad Grubb purchased one-half of the land
owned by his brother, Henry, as a bequest from their father.
It is thought that the land purchased by Conrad was unde-
veloped, while Henry retained the land that had already
been improved. Conrad farmed while at the same time
practicing the weaving trade. In 175L, he built the stone
house. He died in 1798, leaving no heirs.

The Conrad Grubb house is a variant of the Germanic
central fireplace house with the three room floor plan.
The central fireplace and three room plan are broadly
associated with Germanic cultural elements moving from
south to north. These elements include the bake oven
and purlin roof. It is possible to say that this house
has clearly defined architectural antecedents in Europe.
Too little, however, is known about the European distrib-
ution of these phenomena to identify the complex of feat-
ures represented by the Grubb house with any particular
geographic area or ethnology.

Considerable research has been done by the owners
and local volunteers to establish the role of home in-
dustry in this house. Conrad Grubb is known to have
been an active weaver, and there are a number of features

in the house whose purpose it is to fa0111tate the trade
of weaving. ARE . Ao

The primary significance of the. Grubb house is in
its preservation of a total rationale for the structure
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8. Significance

itself. Documentary evidence of the builder's occupation is clearly
corroborated by the architectural evidence within the house. A sym-
pathetic and thorough understanding of local life and culture on the
part of owners and friends has resulted in a restoration whose integ-
rity is of the highest order.
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION

WILLIAM PENN MEMORIAL MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES BUILDING
BOX 1026
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17120

August 1, 1975

Mr. Charles Harrington

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, N.W..
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Harrington:

One of .our staff members has found mistakes in our
files in 3 National Register sites in Montgomery County,
Pennsylvania. In all three cases the township locations
as they are shown on the maps do not correspond with the
locations indicated on the National Register forms.
These three sites are: (1) The Bergy Bridge Historic
District; form location - Lower Salford Township, correct
location - Upper Salford Townshipj; (2) The Conrad Grubb
Homestead; form location - Lower Frederic >
correct location - Upper Frederick Township; (3) The
Long Meadow Farm; form location - Frederick Township,
correct location - New Hanover Township. Please correct
the National Register regarding these sites. Thank you,
for your attention in this matter.

Sincerely,
) N
(Cg/ “Z(«.,/cf‘,C‘)Z?f‘(QLL;/L,;‘i -

Ed Weintraub, Director
Office of Historic Preservation
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