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The lands between the West Branch of the Susquehanna River and the
Bald Eagle Creek being especially desirable, due to their fertility and
location, attracted those seeking frontier homes, and by 1800 there
developed quite a prosperous settlement on the site of the present Lock
Haven. Commercial lumbering was started about the time of the completion
of the canal (1834). This industry grew in importance through out the
rest of the century.

Most of the historic structures in this district remain on their
original sites and are well preserved. The most significant buildings are:

1. The'L.A. Mackey House, 1854, is a Federal-Tuscan Transitional, two
story, flemish bond brick dwelling with the main section measuring
LL.5" by 39.5'. The symmetric facade has five windows across the front,
a bracketed cornice with dentils (which is carried along the sides of
the building), a decorated frieze with five oblong windows, and a
deeply recessed entrance with circular paneled door flanked by side
lights and topped by a large rectangular space filled with a semi-
circular window. This front entrance is framed with a hood supported
by heavy brackets and topped with a balustraded balcony. There are
twin chimneys in both gable ends of the main section of this building
which is close to original and in excellent condition.

2. The David Carskaddon Homestead, 1858, is a Italian Villa Style, two
story dwelling, brick with stucco finish and constructed in the form
of a Y. The low profile roof once supported a square cupola containing
pairs of round headed windows and topped with a flat roof, deep eaves
and closely spaced brackets. This building has quoins at all corners,
grouped pairs of windows, and once had balconies between the window
pairs of the first and second floors. The space between the two front
‘projecting wings was filled with a one story porch topped with a
balcony.

3. The James White House, 1856, is a Greek Revival-Tuscan Transitional
Style, two story, flemish bond brick dwelling with a symmetric facade
with three windows across the front. The windows (equipped with
louvered shutters) are four over four with a wide vertical mullion and
very slender horizontal mutins. Drip mouldings decorate the otherwise
plain window frames. Each side gable has twin chimneys piercing a low
profile hip roof (topped by a balustraded deck) and has modest eaves
which are decorated with a narrow barge board in the form of ogive
curve scallops. Slightly recessed, the front entrance has a transom
and side lights and a paneled door all framed by flat fluted columns
supporting a decorated architrave. ZEarlier views show that there was
originally a one story pillared porch decorated with ogive curves sim-
ilar to the barge board.

L. The Winslow-Crawford House, 1855, is a Formal Steamboat Gothic Style,
two.story frame dwelling with two symmetric projecting bays on the
front facade; topped with triangular gables containing round headed,
center crested Gothic style windows. Between these gables we find a
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Section 2., Location, Street and Number

Definition of boundaries for the Water Street District, located
in the City of Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.

Beginning at a point on the southern bank of the
Susquehanna River beneath the middle of the Jay Street Bridge
and proceeding in an easterly direction along the normal pool
elevation of that bank, approximately one thousand (1000) feet
up to and directly in front of a property designated as 412
East Water Street.

Thence the line proceeds at a right angle from
the Susquehanna River bank in a southerly direction, approx-
imately three hundred seventy-five (375) feet to Jordan Alley.
Thence in a westerly direction Jordan Alley to North Henderson
Street. Thence along North Henderson Street in a southerly
direction to Willard's Alley. Thence in a ~westerly along
Willard's Alley to its intersection with Bellefonte Avenue.

Thence along Bellefonte Avenue in a westerly
direction with Mary's Alley. Thence along Mary's Alley
to its intersection with Fifth Street. Thence down Fifth
Street to its intersection of the Penn-Central Railroad
right-of-way. Then it proceeds in a north-westerly direction
along the railroad tracks, approximately nine hundred (900)
feet to the intersection with West Church and Sixth Street.

Thence along Sixth Street in a north-easterly
direction to its intersection with the southern river bank
of the Susquehanna River. Thence along the river bank in
an easterly direction to the beginning point.
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Susquehanna River.

Enclosed within an area bounded on the north by the West Branch of the
Susguehanna River, on the east by the lot number 8 on the original plan of
Lock Haven (1833), then continuing in a westerly direction along Jordan Alley
to Henderson Street, then south on Henderson Street to Willard's Alley, then
west on Willard's Alley to Belefonte Ave., then along Bellefonte Ave. in a
south westerly direction to Mary's Alley, then west on Mary's Alley to the
railroad right-of-way and ajong that right-of-way to 6th Street, then in a
northerly direction along 6th Street to the bank of the West Branch of the
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dormer with triangular pediment. In the triangular gables at each side of

the main section we find double arched Gothic windows. The front entrance
has a pair of rectangular paneled doors, pairs of side lights and transom.
Toward the end of the century, a small centrally placed front porch was
replaced with a full width porch with ionic columns and double dentil
work which was also applied to the many triangular pediments and gables
as well.

The Craig-Furst House, 1860, is a typical Gothic Revival Style, two story
brick with stucco finish dwelling. There are three windows pairs across
the front and very steep twin gables containing lanceted windows. These
gables are separated by a lancet arched dormer containing a window simi-
lar to those found in the gables. The front entrance has double doors,
side lights and an elliptical top light. Originally there was a full
width front porch (one story).

The Clinton County Court House, 1867, was designed in the Italian Villa
Style by the architectual firm of Slean and Hutton of Philadelphia. The
specifications for the building read, "The building will be 64 feet two
inches in front including the towers (and 55 feet two inches exclusive
of the projection of the towers) by 114 feet 2 inches in length". This
brick and cut stone rectangular building has twin towers flanking a
Classic Revival facade. The windows on the second floor are tall, round
headed and set in arched recessed panels. Both towers are surmounted by
domed belfries. The only alterations to this building are the removal of
the dormers in the belfries and the addition of a conforming addition at
the rear of the building.

The Jacob Grafius Hguse, 1857, is a Federal-Tuscan Transitional Style two
story flemish bond brick dwelling with a symmetric facade similar in treat
ment to the L.A. Mackey House. The end gables contain twin chimmeys con—
nected with a parapet, and have triple windows at the peak. The most
outstanding feature of this building is the highly decorated frieze which
has floral designs between closely spaced brackets.

The W.A. Simpson House (between 1872 and 1880) is a three story brick
dwelling covered with grooved wood to represent dressed stone work. On
the front facade we find a centrally placed four story tower capped with:
an ogive curve mansard roof pierced by four hooded dormers. There is a
one story porch in the front which has closely placed brackets in the
eaves, sixteen square columns suppprting segmental arches. All sections
of the dwelling have their third floor inside a concave mansard roof
which is equipped with heavily hooded dormers. The deep eaves of this rog
exhibit a double set of dentils and carved brackets. The windows are
round headed and have center crested and projecting cornices supported by
bracket pairs. The framesare decorated with long slender C scrolls.
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lumber firm of Hopkins and Weymouth. Mr. Hopkins was elected to the

53rd Congress.

The Winslow—Crawford House, 1855, was first owned by Robert Winslow who
built a large saw mill on the banks of the river at the end of Mill
Street.

The Craig-Furst House, 1860, was first owned by Thomas Craig who joined
with Dudley Blanchard to start the Blanchard, Craig & Co. saw mill in
1858.

The Clinton County Court House, 1867, The new wealth produced in Lock
Haven at this time suggested the necessity for proper Court House. The
architects for this public building were Sloan and Hutton of Philadelphia
It was based on the plans for the court houses in Williamsport and
Sunbury, but is perhaps the best example of all three.

The W.A. Simpson House, (between 1872 and 1880). Mr. Simpson Jjoined
with Warren Martin in 1867 to operate the very successful Simpson &
Martin Mill. This building was originally a Greek Revival brick
mansion, ca. 1854, but it now exhibits nearly all the features expected
on the Mansardic era house.

The points of significance for the Water Street District are:

1. The district contains fine examples of 19th century architectual
styles, specifically those of the Victorian era.

2. The district is still relatively intact geographically.

3. Nearly all the significant structures are in a good state of repair.

L. Modifications on the existing structures has not been radical except
a few buildings in the central business area.

5. The lumbering industry which was developed by the owners of many of
the dwellings in the district is of national importance.
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On Water Street in the district there are at least eight additional
important historic buildings plus a canal lock that gave its name to Lock
Haven and the site of Fort Reed which was the last of a chain of forts on
the West Branch of the Susquehanna River. Also in this district are to be
found good examples of all remaining later Victorian architectual styles,
4 residential and commercial. For instance, the Kistler-Grugan House, 302
W. Church St., is an example of a Shingle Style, two story frame building
with three story circular towers with conical roofs located at the corners
of the front facade. The interior is richly decorated with carved paneling,
ceramic tiles and stained glass. Also there are many Italianate Style,
three and four story commercial buildings with flat roofs and ornamental
brick cornices in the central business section of East Main Street.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The poor mountain side soil along the West Branch of the Susquehanna
River promoted very slow growth of the virgin pine and oak causing it to
be very dense. This made the timber commercially valuable. The completion
of the canal to and from Lock Haven (1834 and 1848), the building of the
West Branch Boom in 1849 (a structure for the stoppage of saw logs in their
course down the river), the extension of the railroads to and from Lock
Haven (1859 and 1864), and the location of desirable timber in the area
all promoted a lumbering industry that eventually included thirteen mills
of various types. By 1860, Pennsylvania was the largest producer of lumber
in the United States; in 1880 it was the third largest producer. In 1883
the aggregate cutting capacity in the Lock Haven mills was one hundred |
million feet per year.

Today the remaining visual heritage of this wealth extracted from this
frontier community are the homes of those men who were responsible for this
lumber industry, and the commercial buildings of the mercantile community
that developed to service the people associated with the lumber industry.

Most of the historic buildings in this District are related to the
lumber industry. They are individually significant as follows:

1. The L.A. Mackey House, 1854, was first owned by Levi A. Mackey and
built by the regional contractor, Henry Hipple. The Hon. L.A. Mackey
was at one time Lock Haven's most prominent lawyer, banker, politican,
and businessman. Mr. Mackey was the first Secretary and Treasurer of
the West Branch Boom Co., president of the Bald Eagle Valley Railroad,
president of the Lock Haven National Bank which he started, and he
“served two terms in the Congress. All of these activities were
important to the development of the lumber industry.

2. The James White House, 1856. The second owner of this house was Peter
Dickinson who built one of the very early saw mills and the first
successful Boom on the West Branch of the Susquehanna River. It was
this stoppage for timber floated down the river that initiated the
rapid development of the lumber industry. The next owner was Robert
W. McCormick who was one of the most successful lumber barons of the
area having owned at various times four saw mills.

3. The David Carskaddon Homestead, 1858, was first owned by David .Car--
skaddon and built by Henry Hipple. Mr. Carskaddon was a successful
lumberman having "farmed" 30,000 acres of timber before his early
death. The second owner was Albert C. Hopkins who was a member of the
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FORM 10-301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ks NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS) N

Water Street bistrict JUL 10 1973

2. LOCATION

STATE COUNTY TOWN

Pennsylvania Clinton Lock Haven

STREET AND NUMBER

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHQTd CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

Dean R, Wagner Jan., 1973 Clinton County
Historical Society

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

showing the north east elevation of the front facade of
Kistler-Grugan House, 302 West Church Street

S Oy /o
3 ¢ )
GPO 932.009




\
\

9 4
I

RAILROAD

s

P aae e T




Form 10-301

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)
1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
Ji

Water Street District U 1o 1873
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Pennsylvania Clinton Lock Haven

STREET AND NUMBER

as listed on

district nomination

3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE

DATE

city map (street map) 1972

SCALE

1"= appox. 500!

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW:

GPO 932.010
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION

WILLIAM PENN MEMORIAL MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES BUILDING
BOX 1026
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17108

., AR
A0 e A

June 26, 1973

Mr. Jerry L. Rogers

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Rogers,

On June 20, 1973 several nominations for the National
Register were sent to your office by the Pennsylvania His-
torical and Museum Commission. Among them was the Water
Street District of Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.

As you may be aware of, Lock Haven was severly hit
in the June, 1972 flood. Restoration of many of these
properties is currently being implemented. Acceptance of
this nomination would greatly bolster restoration activities
and cause increased interest of owners to consider res-
toration which otherwise might not be done.

A bridge replacement for Lock Haven located within
the historic district is currently being considered. There
is some preliminary talk that the Court House and some
other properties may fall prey to an approach of this
bridge. I feel it would be beneficial with regard to his-
toric preservation and the Water Street District if this
nomination could be expedited.

Your attention in this matter will be greatly ap-
preciated. Thank you.

Sincerely yours,
N

William K. Watson
Historic Sites Survey




UTY OF LOCK AAVET

TELEPHONE 748-2114
20 E. CHURCH STREET
Lock HAVEN, PA. 17745

July 3, 1973

Director, National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

RE: The National Register of Historic Places

Dear Sir:

I understand the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission has recently nominated an area of Lock Haven,
Pennsylvania, for inclusion in The National Register of
Historic Places. The area proposed is shown on the enclosed
City map.

Community residents interested in the preservation of
historic buildings have, for some time, been encouraging City
officials to designate and establish a historic district.
Meetings have been held with City Council and the City
Planning Commission to explore the ramifications of the
proposal. No affirmative action has been taken by the City
to this date.

The matter was again discussed by City Council at their
July 2, 1973 meeting. I have been directed to request that
the Lock Haven application be held in abeyance by the National
Park Service until such time as a local judgment has been
made on its merits. City Council does not wish to have sites
or areas in Lock Haven included in The National Register of
Historic Places without having an opportunity to discuss such
applications with the Planning Commission and other local
agencies and to relay their findings to you.




Director, National Park Service
Page 2
July 3, 1973

Please confirm receipt of this letter and that all Lock
Haven nominations to The National Register will be referred
to City Council for concurrence pxior to National Park Service
approval.

truly yours,

Frank L. Taggamf—

City Manager
FLT:mjc
Enc.

cc: Mr. Edward F. LaFond )
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission

Mr. Dean R. Wagner
Clinton County Historical Society

Mayor and City Council
City Planning Commission

Ccity Redevelopment Authority



COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION
P. O. Box 1026, HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA (7108

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

July 9, 1973

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear 8ir,

Enclosed you will find a smaller scale map of the
Water Street District of Lock Haven Clinton County, Pennsy-
vania. It has coune to our attention that the U.S.C.& G.
Survey map that we sent in with the form does not correctly
delineate the boundary of the district. This map will make
clear the boundariss.

Please be informed that the boundaries as set forth
verbally in Section II, location are correct. This correction
deals only with the scuthern irregular boundary and not with
the rectangle that encloses it. Thank you for your attention
in this matter.

Sincerely Yours,

”f'; Aﬁ:kuAA\_,

J. Wewer
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE  PENNSYLVANIA

101
Date Entered JuL e

Name Location

Water Street District (lock Haven) Lock Haven
Clinton County

Also Notified State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. William J. Wewer, Executive Divector

Hon.

Hom. mﬁfm Pennsylvania Historical & Museum
Hon. Albert W. Johnson Commission

Ms. Ann Webster Smith, DOT Box 1026

Mx. Floyd H. Byde, HOD Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108
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Mr. Frenk L. Teggers Qe 100 73
City Mansger .

City of Lock Heven

20 Bast Church Btreet

Lock Haven, Pennsylvania 17745

Deax Mr. Tageart:
Thank you for your recent letter concorning ihe nomination of an

ares in Lock Haven, Pemnsylvenia, to the Hational Register of Hig-
toric Places.

S

he Water Btrest Distriet iﬂ~£ﬁekvﬁa;égr§as-ehﬁere& in the Hational
Regimter—of-Historic Plecesonduly-16;1973. The Mational Register
ie the Hation's offi¢ial 1list of properties vhich asre worthy of pres-
exrvation because of their significance in history, architecture, ar-
checlogy, and culture. The enclosed brochure deseribés the Hational
Reglster progrem. L

Srotr it & JES -

Hominations to the National Register are initlated by the state through
the State Historic Preservation Officer. After approval by a high level
professional review committee, nominations sve forwarded to the Hationel
Parl Service where they are agaln reviewed fori technieal adeguacy and -
professlonal accuracy. If the neminations are satisfactory, properiies
sre than added to the National Register. Because the National Reg-
igter 18 gupposed to be & comprehensive listing of significant historic
yropertics and because only the Pederel Govermment is in any manner
restricted by the listing of a property, the decision concerping
regiatration must be wade solely wpon the merits of the. property.
Hominatlions therefore are not referred to outside organizations. .

Listing in the National Regisher in no way interferes with the prop-
erty rights of private oitizens, Under Section 106 of the Mational
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, however, Federal sgencies must
allow the Advisory Ceuncil on Historic Preservntion %o comment before
an agency may fund, license, or e¢xecute any project which~may have

an effect on a National Register property. Seotion 106 procedures
provide an agency with rrofessional sdvice to agsure congideyation

of every prudent alternstive to the alteration or destruction of
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a H¥ational Register property. He zestrictlons ave placed on state
or private endeavors 1f the Federal Qovermment is not involved.

We sppreciate your interest in historic preservation.

Sincerely yours,

[s] S. Sydney Bradford

Williem J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National Reglster

Enclosure
ce:

Mr. Williem J. Wewer, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Historical &

Museum Commission, Box 1026, Ha,rrisburg, Pennsylvama. 17108, w/ c 1nc.,
Director, Northéast Region, w/c inc.
LI

LOS, w/c inc.
PHR, w/c inc.

CShull/Rewritten JLRogers:crb 7/19/73

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PHR




COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

fb PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MuseuM COMMISSION
W RN
\ \0

. 561 WitLiaAM PENN MEMORIAL MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES BUILDING
RW{P 4

Box 1026 HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 7108

October 24, 1973

Pr. William J. Murtaugh

Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtaugh:

Enclosed is a revised boundary description for the Water Street
JHistoric District, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania,
which we would appreciate being substituted for the one on the
National Register form originally submitted. ‘

It should be pointed out that the revision does not represent
any change in the boundaries of the district as originally
submitted; no change has been made on the boundaries as shown
on the U.S5.C.&%G. survey map. However, since some confusion
as to the extent of the district had been generated by the
original description, we have rewritten it in order to elim-
inate the possibility of any further misunderstanding. Since
both the Housing and Urban Development and the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation have projects in Lock Haven which
may affect the historic district, you will appreciate the
importance of having every agency involved having a clear
understanding of the boundaries of the historic district.

Your co-operation will be very much appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
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