
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E INTERIOR 
(Ju l ^ l969) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

P A n n . q y l v a n i a 
C O U N T Y ; 

Phi lade lphia 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

'jUN 19 
[1. NAME 

C O M M O N : 

Head House Square 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

-̂00 block of South Second Street 
2 LOCATJON 

T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

hoo block of S, Second S t . t?aot and west isideg ••berLweeii Pine aiTd 
CITY OR TpWN; 

PMladelTJhla 
S T A T E 

p ^ j m s 3 ^ i i m § 

C O U N T Y ; 

JJ IL 

=> 

3. C L A S S t F l C A T I O N 

C A T E G O R Y 
("Check One^ 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

[21 Distr ict • Bui lding 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

• Publ ic 

g ] Privote 

• Both 

Publ ic Acquis i t ion: 

• In Process 

1 1 Being Considered 

IKI Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

1 1 Preservotion work 
i n p n r g r e s s 

Y e s : 

• Restricted 

1 1 Unrestricted 

B No_ 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

^ Commercial 

-I I Educational 

I 1 Entertainment 

1 I Government 

• Industrial 

• Mil i tary 

I I M u s e u m 

• Park 

g Private Residence 

I 1 Religious 

1 1 Scientif ic 

r~1 Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I 1 Comments 

[4. OWNER OF PROPiRTY 
b w N E R ' S N A M E : 

ILI 

l / t 

Various Owners 
S T R E E T A l M D - m j M B E R : 

7^ îCElVEf] % 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

i$< iocATtfflw OF LBSAL DESCRIPTION" 

S T A T E : / — , 31 /y72 

fiWCir^ f inJ. 

CO > 

so 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Dept. of Records 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C i t y H a l l 

TJ o 

M < 

05 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Phi l ade lph ia 

R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN E X I S T t N G S U R V E Y S 

Pennsylvania 101 

T l T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i c American Bui ld ings Surve 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

L i b r a r y , o f Congress 

Federa I State Q County • Local 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

801 19th St. m 

ee 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Washington D.C. JLL 



7. t>£SCRtPT|ON 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The houses comprising the Head House Square area a l l date 
from the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Individuall; 
they are, with one exception, rather typical of a middle QISBS 
cottiercial-residential area two and a half to three and ahalf 
stories, brick with shops on the f i r s t floor and l i v i n g areas 

above. 

The exception i s the John Ross House, ^01 S. Second St., 
which i s a large Jhree and a half story brick town house, 
furnished "sVumptiously',' i n i t s day and visi t e d at least ( 
by George Wasnington. 

CONDITION 
• Excellent Good • Fair 

(Check One) 

I I Deteriorated Q Ruins CZI Unexposed 

(Check One) 

K l Altered • Unaltered 

( C h e c k One) 

P M o v e d K l O r i g i n o l S i te 

once 

The Ross house i s a corner property, refaced i n the early 
nineteenth catury with pressed brick and butter Joints. John 
Haviland was the architect for this renovation, when the house 
was converted into legal offices. 

I t i a i t i s a large imposing building with double chimneys and 
a curtain wall. The fine interiors are said to be intac^t. 

The Head House Square area was rehabilitated i n 196$-jL.9.66 
by the development firm of Van Arkel and Moss. The attached 
photographs attest to i t s character~'as a c^ integrated 
residential- commercial neighborhood. Nineteenth century store 
fronts were restored on many buildings, with the upper stories 
rented out as apartments. 

The Ross house and i t s appendages on the east side of the 
Square are yet to be completed i n restoration, but further 
renovations are planned. In 1957-1958 the Head House and New 
Market, located i n the center' of"Second Street, which i s quite 
wide at this point, was restored under the direction of Edwiili 
Brumbaugh, 4.I.A. Thus this small neighborhood has been almost 

'^"tromplet-eiy restored to i t s earlier appearence and use. 
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j l S I G N I F I C A N C E 
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o^ 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th C e n t u r y • 17th Cen tu ry 

18th Cen tu ry 

19fh Cen tu ry 

• 20th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (ll Applicable and Known) 

A R E A S OF S I G N I F I C A N C E fC/ieck One or More as Appropriafe; 

A b o r i g i n a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

• A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

^ Commerce 

[ 1 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

1 I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

( I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I Indust ry 

1 1 Inven t ion 

1 I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I i L i t e r o t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

j I M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l o sophy 

I I S c i e n c e 

I 1 Scu lp tu re 

S o c i o l / H u m o n -

i t a r i an 

I I T h e a t e r 

1 I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specily) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Head House Square area has been since the eighteenth 
century a market area for the ci t y . The buildings facing the 
Head House and New Market have always served a dual residential 
commercial l i f e . The John Ross House at ̂ 01 S. Second Street 
i s a notable example of a Philadelphia town house and is 
certainly one of the largest i n the city . It was used i n the 
nineteenth century as a tavern, law offices and later as a 
hotel. Other commercial interests i n the Head House area 
includ^bakeries, dry goods shops, glass and china stores, 
doctors offices, t a i l o r shop, and a druggist. 

Today's commercial uses include a tavern, antique shop, 
candle shop, restaurant and ice cream parlor and gourmet food 
shop. A restaurant and quality inn i s planned for the Ross 
house. 

Certified by the Philadelphia Historical Commission. 



Philadelphia Historical Commission files containing 
photographs, copies of inventories, insurance survies, 
title briefs, measured drawings, restoration work etc. 
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LATITUDE AND L9NGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFININ G A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

i-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Rf-~~~~~~o~F_L_E_s_s~T_H_Ar·N~T_E_N~A~C~R_E~s'--- ·~~~~~ 
CORNER LATITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 

NE 0 

SE 0 

LONG ITU DE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

0 

0 

LATITUDE LON GITUD E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 0 

75 
75 
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w Q 0 
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V' 1o t9c,f(J 
JLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNT Y BOUNDARIES 

STATE : CODE COU_NTY CODE 

STATE : COUNTY : CODE 

STATE : r -. COUNTY : CODE 

I 

STATE: COUNTY : CODE 

Penns lvania Historical and Museum Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Box 1026 
CIT Y OR TOWN : 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na ­

tional Historic Preservation Ac t of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has bee n 

eva luated according to the criteria a nd procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significary of this nomination is : 

National t6' State G-_ Local 0 

Name -~....L:.--~K__,___. ~=--=~~--
State Liaison Officer 

Title Executive Director, Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum Commission 

STATE CO DE 

NA TIONAi.. REGISTER VERfFICATION F 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 
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'Form 10-301 ' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - atta<Ji to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Penna. 
'Form 10-301 ' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - atta<Ji to or enclose with map) 

C O U N T Y 

P h i l a . 

'Form 10-301 ' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - atta<Ji to or enclose with map) 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

'Form 10-301 ' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - atta<Ji to or enclose with map) 
E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

'Form 10-301 ' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - atta<Ji to or enclose with map) 

JUN H Wl 
C O M M O N : Head House Square 
AND/OR HISTORIC: ^-00 b l o c k o f South Second St , 

u 

OC 

* 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

^00 block of S. Second St. east and west sides betw^ftn Pi HP anr̂  
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

P h i l a . 
Stamper 

S T A T E : 

Penna. it2 
C O U N T Y : 

i.lililiijLXSii 

^ S O U R C E : 

U . S . C . & G . S . 7-̂  minute geyjes Ph11 f^(ie1phia 
SCALE: 1:2^4000 

1967 
r: 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A I . I . M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundar ies where requ i red . 

2 . Nor th ar row. 

3 . L a t i t u d e and longi tude re fe rence . 



7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 

PHILADELPHIA QUADRANGLE 
PENNSYLVANIA-NEW JERSEY 
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^1. i: 

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAI. REGISTER 

STATE y^^iisTO/aigiy. 

Date Entered JUN 1 0 "1372 

Name Location 

Ewanaburg Distxiefc 

fiifi?toric Fal ls i i - igtou 

K̂ead Kouso Square 

CaEOjaria inxbixc ldi>rary i Ju i ld i i ig 

Til© Old Watiar vferka 

£rls Ballroad Station 

Tripp Family hsmBstetaA 

Gruablethorpa Sanant House 

Also Notified 

Bon. Richard S. Sch^Toikor 
Kon. R. Lawrenca Cbughlin 
hon. E^wjxrd G. B i o s t e r , J r , 
Ron. i f i l i i a m J . Green 
Eton. Fred B . Itooney 
Hon. John P . SayXor 
Kon. Joseph K . I«JcDada 
Hon. pjobert C, K i s 

Evansburg (P. 0. C o l l o g o v i H e ) 
fSontgoiaor"/ Coimty 

Fallftington 
Bucks Couiity 

Bcithlohesi 

Catabria Countj' 

BofclilehfKS 
Kortlutn^pton County 

Susquehanna 
Susquehanna Couaty 

Scranton 
lAchawanna County 

Phi lade lp l i i a 
Ph i lade lph ia Ccjuaty 

Stata L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 
Jlr- W i l l i a a J , Waver 
Deputy Executive C i r a e t o r 
Ponnoylvaiiia H i s t o r i c a l fi Maseijm Caamimalot 
WilliaTii Penn Kesfsorial Kaeeum fi Archiv«3 

B u i l d i n g , BOK 1026 
Earrisburcf, Pennaylvajoia 17103 


