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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The houses comprising the Head House Square area all date
from the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Individually
they are, with one exception, rather typical of a middle clss
comercial-residential area two and a half to three and ahalf

stories, brick with shops on the first floor and living areas
above. ' B

The exception is the John Ross House, 401 S. Second St.,
which is a large fhree and a half story brick town house,
furnished "s\g@ptZouslyU in its day and visited at least once
by George Washington. '

The Ross house is a corner property, refaced in the early
nineteenth cetury with pressed brick and butter joints. John
Haviland was the architect for this renovation, when the house
was converted into legal offices.

t

eIt is a large imposing building with double chimneys and
a curtain wall. The fine interiors are said to be intacdt.

The Head House Square area was rehabilitated in 1965-1966
by the development firm of Van Arkel and Moss. The attached
photographs attest to its character as a completely integrated
residential~- commercial neighborhood. Nineteenth century store
fronts were restored on many buildings, with the upper stories
rented out as apartments.

The Ross house and its appendages on the east side of the
Square are yet to be completed in restoration, but further .
renovations are planned. In ;957-1958 the Head House and New
Market, located in the center of Second Street, which is quite
wide at this point, was restored under the direction of G.Edwix
Brumbaugh, &4.1.A. Thus this small neighborhood has been almost

v restored to its earlier appearence and use.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Head House Square area has been since the eighteenth
century a market area for the city. The buildings facing the

commercial life. The John Ross House at 401 S. Second Street
is a notable example of a Philadelphia town house and is
certainly one of the largest in the city. It was used in the
nineteenth century as a tavern, law offices and later as a
hotel. Other commercial interests in the Head House area
included bakeries, dry goods shops, glass and china stores,
doctors offices, tailor shop, and a druggist.

Today's commercial uses include a tavern, antique shop,
candle shop, restaurant and ice cream parlor and gourmet food
shop. A restaurant and quality inn is planned for the Ross
house.

Certified by the Philadelphia Historical Commission.

Head House and New Market have always served a dual residential
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Philadelphia Historical Commission files containing
photographs, copies of inventories, insurance survies,
title briefs, measured drawings, restoration work etec.
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