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1 NAME 
C O M M O N : 

Brendle Farms 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

1. Alexander Schaeffer Farm 2. Sheetz Farm 
2. LOCATION 

S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

Intersection of State Routes $01 and 897 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Schaefferstown 
S T A T E 

Pennsylvania 
CLASSIFICATION 

C O D E C O U N T Y 

"112 Lebanon 075 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 
O W N E R S H I P S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

S i te Q St ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

• P u b l i c 

H P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

i i In P r o c e s s 

i [ B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d 

(2] O c c u p i e d 

1 i U n o c c u p i e d 

{JJl P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

^ R e s t r i c t e d 

1 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

a No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

[y! A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I I C o m m e r c i a I 

i I E d u c a t i o n a l 

( I En te r ta inmen t 

I I Government 

[ I Indus t r ia l 

[ I M i l i t a r y 

I 1 M u s e u m 

• Pork 

I I P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e 

I i R e l i g i o u s 

Q l S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I 1 Comments 

N . Q W N F f ? O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

1. Historic Schaefferstown, Ihc, 2. Ammon Fisher 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

1. Schaefferstown 2. R e i s t v i l l e 
S T A T E : 

Pennsylvania 
5. LOCATION OF L E G A L DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C ; 

Lebanon Cotmty Court House 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Lebanon 
6, R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Pennsylvania h2 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Pennsylvania Register of Historic Sites and Landmarks 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1 9 7 1 • F e d e r a l State Q C o u n t y • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Wil l i am Penn Memorial Miseum 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Box 1026 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Harrisburg Pennsylvania 1I2 
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};7 DESCRtFTlON 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

0 2 E x c e l l e n t [ 2 G o o d Q F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • R u i n s • U n e x p o s e d 

f C h e c k O n e ; 

^ A l t e r e d Q U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• M o v e d O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Alexander Schaeffer Homestead includes the original 
John Miley buildings on the 3k7 acre land grant in Heidelberg 
Township, Lebanon County. Miley was the architect of the 
Cloister buildings at Ephrata. Schaeffer, architect and 
planner of Schaefferstown (originally called Heidelberg) 
bought the property in 1758. The original buildings consis­
ted of two houses—the main house, a tile-roofed limestone 
Swiss Weinbaueren house with two pot s t i l l s attached to 
the central fireplace, and a stone and log house (no longer 
standing) built over the original spring. The house and 
barn of what i s known as the Lower (Sheetz) Farm are also 
part of,the Schaeffer Site, though they remain in private 
hands at this time and are unavailable for study. 

The two and one-half story Swiss bank house of Alexander 
Schaeffer exhibits typical Rhine Valley architectural features 
(limestone walls, segmented brick arches over f i r s t floor win­
dows, and arched doorways leading to the distellery area in 
the lowest level). The Schaeffer house corresponds, at the 
ground floor level, to the three room central fireplace plan 
common to the Pihenish Palatinate, probably the most ubiquitous 
Germanic plan i n Pennsylvania. The ground floor was used as 
work space and the upper floors as a dwelling area. A large 
arched wine cellar with d i s t i l l i n g area behind i s an integral 
part of the ,;structure. The chimney of the central fireplace, 
standing in the late nineteenth century, i s no longer extant. 
• Otherwise,, there' has been no significant alteration in the 
appearance of the building. 

In the typical Swiss bank house, the front door to the 
- l i v i n g area, on the high level, i s approached at ground level 

and is the main and formal entrance. The doorway to the cellar 
i a usually near the opposite gable and enters the cooking, 
processing, and cold storage areas at the lower level. Connec­
ting these two doorways i s a set of stone stairs which provides 
access from the processing or work area at the lower level to 
the l i v i n g , sleeping, and storage areas on the upper floor. 

The large, arched central fieplace of the Alexander Schaeffer 
house had two s t i l l s attached to the rear, with openings i n the 
front to f i r e the s t i l l s and control the draft around them. The 
two large arched doors provide access for the transporting of 
cider barrels to the cellar working and fermenting areas. A 
large door near the arched wine cellar in the rear provided 
space for the loading of containers of finished beverages. Water 
was conducted through the cellar from a ditch in the meadow 
above the house. The two. coils from the s t i l l s were housed in 
large, wooden tubs which-received this water continually to provide 
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Description 

the cooling required f o r the d i s t i l l i n g of whiskey or applejack. 

The one hundred foot long Swiss bank barn on the property, 
r e b u i l t ca, l89h on the foundations of the log structure erected 
by Captain Henry Schaeffer i n 1786, i s reputed to be one of the 
best b u i l t barns i n Lebanon County, Pennsylvania. 

Other buildings on the property include : 

A stone pigsty located i n the t r a d i t i o n a l Swiss farmstead 
pattem between house and barn which dates from ca. 17U0 and 
remains i n nearly o r i g i n a l condition. 

An o r i g i n a l limestone smokehouse b u i l t ca. 10 feet square 
to accomodate the large farming operations carried out on the 
s i t e . 

A wheat barn dating from ca. l81j.O b u i l t to house sheaves 
of grain prior to threshing. Recently the barn has been used 
for tobacco curing. 

A wagon shed and corn crib b u i l t from parts of e a r l i e r 
structures. 

The Lower Farm i s a two and one-half story stone house with 
a one and one-half story addition with overhanging roof. The 
farm i s privately owned and i s unavailable for study at the 
present time. Its orientation to the stream on the property 
i s s i m i l a r to that of the Schaeffer Farm. The barn on the 
Lower Farm i s another excellent Swiss bank barn. 

A f i n a l feature of the s i t e i s a p a r t i a l l y extant eighteenth 
century i r r i g a t i o n system which p a r a l l e l s the stream from near 
the headwater of Sheep H i l l to the Lower Farm. This canal served 
both i r r i g a t i o n needs and brought cold water to the house where 
i s was conducted into the work room to cool the c o i l s . The natural 
meadow could be extended and a heavier crop produced through i r r i ­
gation. The garden may also have been i r r i g a t e d . 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n I O 16fh Cen tu ry 

• 15th C e n t u r y • 17th Cen tu ry 

C 3 18th Cen tu ry 

H 19th Cen tu ry 

• 20th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One Or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i na l 

[~1 Pre -h is to r i c 

j I H i s t o r i c 

[ 2 A g r i c u l t u r e 

[Xl A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

1 I Commerce 

I i C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

[ 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

1 1 E d u c a t i o n 

r~1 * E n g i n e e r i n g ' 

Q c Indust ry 

I 1 Invent ion 

[ 3 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I 1 L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

H R e l i g i o n / F ^ i - ' 

l osophy 

Q S c i e n c e 

I I Scu lp tu re 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i an 

• T h e a t e r 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

r~~l Urban P l a n n i n g 

E2j Other ( -Speci fy ; 

OO 

U 

UJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Schaeffer and Scheetz Homesteads possess several features 
worthy of note. F i r s t , the two farms are set in an Environment 
worthy of preservation for open space and ecological conservation. 
Second, Athe farms and nearby town of Schaefferstown are extant 
rel i c s of a unique eighteenth century cultural patte3?n which was 
brought from Europe to America by Swiss immigrants and subsequent­
l y modified by New World conditions J: This way of l i f e can be 
recovered through archeological, architectural, and folk cultural 
research. Third,!'the Lower Farm is the birthplace of the Reverend 
Thomas R. Brendle, whose collection of Pennsylvania German folk­
lore now in the possession of Historic Schaefferstown, Inc. i s 
unsurpassed in i t s scope and completeness. Reverend Brendle's 
l i f e i s linked to both farm sites, since he lived on the Lower 
for eight years follojing his, birth and on the Upper for- an 
additional fourteen, i Fourth,''the Lower Farm was also the site 
of the Sheetz murder, an incident .which has occupied an important 
position in the folklore of the area. Finally, a well-organized, 
active, and effective program of preservation, restoration, re­
search and education has been underway since 1965 under the im­
petus of Historic.-Sohaefferstown, Inc. to support the development 
of the site. Scholarly interest in the ̂ ea has been aroused and 
the potential for the development of an open air folk museum on 
the grounds i s high. 

^ There i s considerable evidence of an alcoholic beverage in ­
dustry in Schaefferstown in the eighteenth century. The Alexander 
Schaeffer farmstead presents tte most complete evidence of such 
activity. The Schaeffer house is the only Pennsylvania house^ 
located thus far to retain evidence of the pot s t i l l . Beyond 
the numerous taverns in Schaefferstown in the 1790s, the Phila­
delphia market was also within reasonable distance.^ 

'ihe Schaeffer Farmstead i s significant as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ^ 
of the farmhouse indigenous to the Swiss Weinbaueren culture, ^'rt 
i s in the Schaefferstown area that the most distinctive, most 
European, and possible the most uniform type of bank-house i s 
found, tAmong the several Swiss bank houses in the area, the 



If. «»J0g6'tBU0GRAPHICAUREFeRENK:ES ' 

Brendle, A.S. History of Schaefferstown 
Bucher, R.C. "Eighteenth Century Jfeadow Irrigation," Pa. Folklife 

. "Swiss Bank Houses of Pennsylvania," Pa. Folklife 
Egle, W. History of Lebanon Cotmty  
^^er, C. Schaefferstown Bicentennial History 
Sheetz >farder Broadside. Private collection of Isaac C. Kulp, Jr. 
Sheetz jSirder Case Pamphlet. Rare book collection, Historic" Schaeffers/i-

town Hiseum. - r r 

10. OeOGRAPHtCAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L Q N O I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L ^ L O C A T I N O T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 
SE -
SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Deg rees M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

-^0° 17 ' 5^ 
AO I 17' 5^ 

ZQ M7-'- iv ^ 

L O N G I T U D E 

vDegrees M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

' 7 6 ° 18' 29" 
76° 17' -57" 

"TAft ^1 ' • "18 ' - 29" 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A F ^ R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 
ho 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s 

o 

M i n u t e s Seconds 

L O N G l T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F p R P R P P E R T I E S O ^ f E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B d U N D A R I E S 
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C O U N T Y 

t O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

Pennsylvania, Regjtster of lELstorlc Sites and landmarks 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Pennsylvania Pj;'g% r̂î '"a Ma'̂ enm' Ooriifli^bi'(fe ..:;.1if. 

S T R E E T A N D N U I ^ B E R : 

Box 1026-
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Harrisbur, , f g ^. _ 
12. STATE UlAfSOH bFFtCER CEfiTtf=«CA'l7dN 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Prespivp^on^cft 1566,(Publi6 Lajv 

89-66S),r^ hereby"noin^nate this p^opj^ty for itvc^usion' ^ 

in the NatiqaalrH^gist^ an^ <;^ti/y yiat it iias been, 

evaluated a,c/c^T^ix^ to the, critejja apd procj^eckires set _ 

forth by the pa^CMiaJrPark-6e|;Yijie. Tbte fecomoiendpd 

level of signifjicaiice of this,nonjinatj,Qn.is: •'' 

National • Statp^ • r ' L S C B I , • „ 

Name 

Title Deputy atectitlvecfDlreeto*, Pa"; 
Historical and Huseua S f̂taissidft̂  

Date June 19, 1972 

^''" 7<ffUM<ylvifnla--'t-s^^ 
NATIONAL RPOISTei* Vg^tPlCATlON 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Regifetei'.'^' 
n / 

Cfilet, OfficS'6f ATcheSihgf mWfmflaiitb Rtesefvation 
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8. Significance 

Schaeffer homestead is the earliest and most distinctive. 

I The Upper and Lower Farms are united both culturally and 
histor i c a l l y , sharing a common folklore, architecture, and ag­
ri c u l t u r a l practice.! It i s ejssential to the integrity of this 
historic site that their iinity be preserved. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

7 XCOU30 

'̂ teAciie. Farms 

O resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
D owner objection 
O appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 
Action: 

RETURN 
REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

(•appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Caragory Ownerthlp 
Public Acquitition 

Stitut 
AccMtlbIa 

Preient U M 

4. Owner of Properly 

5. Location of Legal Deseription 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

l-las this property been determined eligible? n yes • no 

7. Description 

Condltien 

excellent 
Ogood 
• fair 

O deteriorated 
Ẑ} ruin* 

O unexpoted 

Check one 

unaltered 

O altered 

Describe ttM present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Q summary paragraph 
C] completeness 
D clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
O boundary selection 

Check one 

• original »ite 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (In ona paragnplf) 

Q sumnwry paragraph 
CH completeness 
O clarity 
Q applicable criteria 
G justification of areas checked 
O relating significance to the resource 
O context 
Q relationship of integrity to significance 
O justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major BIblkHpaphieal Rafereneas 

10. Geographioal Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preaarvation Officer Certification 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state ii: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 
13. Other 

• iVIaps 
O Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

Commeim for any Itfm may tm conHmudon m attadied $h»9t 



PLEASE RETUIiN THIS FORM WHEN THE PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED, 
N/LME OF PROPERTY S«gt̂ AeP̂ =fcLer77̂ t?£XA»*»€e • MOMeSTEAf> 

The" attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form 

DATE 72^ 

o f f i c e f o r c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information indicated below. 
is being returned to your 

I n s u f f i c i e n t l o c a t i o n a l information. 

_Geographical location codes missing 
or incorrect. 

_ C l a s s i f i c a t i o n (Item #3) incomplete. 

_Owner of property/location of 
leg a l description necessary. 

JNo bibliography. 

jChemical copies of forms 
unacceptable. 

Acreage 
Comments; 

In s u f f i c i e n t map coverage of property. 
Comments: 

_Description (Item #7). 
Comments: 

Xy Statement of S ign i f i cance (Item #8). 
Comments: T f f . STATf^^F^JT 6P Sl&NiFlCANO^ /J MGT ^QFFfa&JT FO^^ Oi^lt 

C l a r i f i c a t i o n or correction of the items noted above must"be made prior to 
the i n i t i a t i o n of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors 
or deficiencies does not necessarily insure that the nomination w i l l then s a t i s f y 
National Register c r i t e r i a i n f u l l . 

SIGNED 
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Brendle Farms 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : Alexander Schaeffer Farm, Sheetz Farm 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Intersection of State Routes 501 and 897 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Schaefferstown 
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Pennsylvania J2_ 
C O U N T Y : 

Lebanon 075 
3. MAP REFEfteWCe 

Richland Quadrangle (U.S. Coastal and Geodetic Survey) 
1; 24.000 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundar ies where requ i red . 

2. Nor th arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 
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