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Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R 
( J u l y 1969) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

Pennsy lvan i a 
C O U N T Y : 

E r i e 
F O R N P S U S E O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

mm me 
m 1 ̂  

C O M M O N : 

Old Customs House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2 , L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

S t a t e S t r e e t ^ 0 9 -
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

E r i e 
S T A T ^ 

Pennsylyania 
C O D E 

E r i e 0 -̂9 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
O W N E R S H I P S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c f ® B u i l d i n g 

• S i te • St ruc ture 

• O b i e c t 

g ] P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

1 1 In P r o c e s s 

[ 1 B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d 

BD O c c u p i e d 

1 1 U n o c c u p i e d 

1 1 P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

§ R e s t r i c t e d 

1 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESEN T US E (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I 1 C o m m e r c i a l 

^ E d u c a t i o n a l 

[ I En te r ta inmen t 

I I Gove rnmen t 

I 1 Indus t r ia l 

• M i l i t a r y 

M u s e u m 

• Pa rk 

1~71 P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e 

[71 R e l i g i o u s 

[ I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

[j^Qthgr (Specify) 

\ I Commen ts 

{ 4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Administrated by Pa. 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Box 1026 
H i s t o r i c a l and Museum Commission 

C I T Y OR TOWN; 

Harr isburg, , 
111: LOC ATION O F " L E G A L 0 E S(f RIP TIO N 

Pennsy lvan i a k2 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Court House Deed Books 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

E r i e Pennsy lvan i a h2 

i l Q - R E P R E S E N T A T l O N IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i n American B u i l d i n g Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : F e d e r a l • State • C o u n t y • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

United States Dept. of the In t e r i o r 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E ; C O D E 

Washington D.C. 11 
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7. OeSCftlPTION 

C O N t l l T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t 3 0 G o o d F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • R u i n s • U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d . 

( C h e c k One) 

• M o v e d g ] O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i t k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The present appearance of The Old Customs House differs 
very l i t t l e from the orig i n a l . This building i s an 
excellerit exainple of Greek Revival architecture. The 
structure, designed by William Kelly of'PhaTa"d'elphia, 
was begun In' 1838 and completed i n 1839. 

The exterior architecture consists of a two story 
structure with a pedimented colonaded fa^cade, supported 
by six Doric columns and entrance s1:eps. The'front fascade 
IS constructed of white Vermont marble with side and rear 
walls of brick. Hand forged dials, rather than mortai?, 
were used to secure the stone. 

The interior of the sjbructure i s particularly fine. The 
walls are unpaneled and are- finished with smooth plaster. 
What distinguishes the interior i s the c e i l i n g . The 
ceiling i s decorated with eggahd dart anthemion and 
Greek fret circular patterns. 
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^ . SIGNIFICA»<CE 
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PERIOD ccheck One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r 9 - C o l u m b i a n | • 16tK Cen tu ry 

t ] 15th C e n t u r y , _ • | 7 t h C e n t u r y 

SPECIFIC DATE(a) AppJIcahte and Kn<givn\ ^ ^ j ^ ^ 

• V8tl i C e n t u r y 

' Cen tu ry 

• 20th Cen tu ry 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

^ b o r i o . i na l . . . ^ -

1 I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

3 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

^ C o m m e r c e 

F~l C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

r*"! C o n s e r v a t i o n 

^ E 5 E d u c a t i o n _ / . J 

n E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I Indust ry 

I I I nven t ion 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

.1 I M u s i c 

• - D P o l i t i f q l , . - , ~ 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l o sophy 

I I S c i e n c e 

1 1 Scu lp tu re 

1 I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i an 

• T h e a t e r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

w Urbon^ P l a n n i n g 

• Other f S p e c f W 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A t - l C E 

The Old Customs House i n Erie has had a long and diversified 
l i f e . The Greek Revival structure served as the home of the 
Erie Branch of The United .States Bank i n Pennsylvania, After 
the Bank of The ̂ tB-te^"^ S.tk^es" went out of existence the 
building sesved many purposes. I t was the Post Office u n t i l 
1867, From l8̂ -̂ juntil„l88̂ ^̂ ^̂  served as a Customs 
House JjqF^lPlIport^^^^^^^^ Some years later the' building' was t i e 
tEe~Tiome"of the Strong Vincent Post of The Grand Army of the 
Republic and later the home of the Erie County Historical 
Society, 

The Old Customs House i s an important structure for several 
reasons. The building i s an Q.2Xisllmit™-eJsaH«3Ll̂ „Ql̂ ^ 
Revivalarchitecture. This architectural style was not common 
i n the Northwestern portion of Pennsylvania during the 1830's 
The cons'tructloh 5^ .5jjj;g structure symboiized~t1Sl~ e growtl̂ L 
of business and finance, i n America and the rapid growtJi| of 
Erie Counter. 0.: ' ^ - J 



p . MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Reed, John Elmer. The Old Cn...tom.q Hnn.<.P of Erie, 
-P̂ m573,yf̂ ,n1̂  Erie County_ Historical Socitey 
Publications, Vol. 1 No-. 7, January I937, 

The Erie Stnrv ^ " Old Customs House", April 1966 

10. CiOGRAPHICAL DATA 

C O R N E R L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 • H 0 * n 

Ne 0 1 » 

SE -» ... » -"'V, -
• SW 0 - 1 • 0 > ,» 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 0 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

grees M i n u t e s Seconds 

^° 07 .52,5-

L - O N C I T U D E ' 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED P RO P E R T Y^: U n d e r O n B Si CT ^ ' ^ / ^ ^ f 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R j 

S T A T E ; 

i l l ; ;FORM PREPARED BY 

C C J D E C O U N T Y 

' C T b U N T Y ; 

C O O N T Y Y 

C O U N T Y : 

N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

O R G A N I Z A T T O N 

Keeper, 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 
Pennsylvan:̂  a''HÎ  si.orical ahd̂ '̂ u us eum Cn4iTn 

D - A T E 0 

r ;Tul>-'l971 
Third and North Streets 

C I T Y OR TOWN; 

Harrisburg 
p . : STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFtCATiON: 

As the designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is : 

National ^ State • L o c a l • 

Name 

State Liaison Officer 
Title Execative Director 
Pa. IHt̂ &difical and Museum Conmission 

Date July 29, 1971 

Pennsylvania ¥2" 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICAtlON 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Off ice of Archeology and Historic Prepetvati^t^ ., 

JflN 1 3 1972 
Date 
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R E C E I P T PROPERTY ^ ^ ^ / l ^ ^ ^ ^ S g ^ & ^ STATE 

iDATE OF RECEIPT 
DATA PAGE 
PHOTO (S) 

REGISTER NUMBER 
YES NO NUMBER {IAN 15 1972 

\ ^ PHOTO DESCRIP (S) 
MAP (S) 
MAP DESCRIPTION (S) 
LOGGED / y 
ACKNOWLEDGE f / ^ ^ / 

RESUBMIT 

IREVIEW 

!HISTORIAN 

jiWGllLIUiJiiJiaiLil 
7J 

ARCHITECT 

ASST. KEEPER 

• ^KEEPER It 
'ENTRY 

Date 
Federal Register Entry_ 

Annual Edition Entry 

Logged 
!Card 

WORKING NUMBER 

COMMENTS: 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: o2.^-^:^ 
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T O F THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

h NAME 

S T A T E 

Pennsylvania 
C O U N T Y 

E r i e 
SE ONLY 

COMMON: n i H Cn.qt-.om H o u s e 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

LOCATION 

U 

OC 

tu 

UJ 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

409-j S ta t e S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

E r i e 
S T A T E . : 

Pennsy lvan ia 42 Erie 049 
3. MAPftEFERgNCe 

USDI Coast and Geodet ic Survey 

1/24000 Erie North Quad, 

195.7 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundar ies virhere requ i red . 

2 . North arrow. 

3 . La t i t ude and longi tude re ference 





1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 FEET 

1 0 1 KILOMETER 

CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET 
DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL 

DEPTH CURVES AND SOUNDINGS IN FEET-DATUM IS LOW WATER 570.5 FEET 

THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS 
FOR SALE BY U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE "̂•wmBYLY-mm 
Date Entered •iiAN 1 3 1972 

Name 

v''Old Burtaer stona Jioase 

V Seahlor iioua« 

*̂  ti^sala . 

Cashier's Bouse 

Moi&xmK EXXicott Hovise 

J 

b ^ v i ^ d Cttstoas Bouse 

Z>aae Hou8« Also Notified. 

Hon. Eiciiard S. Schweiker 
Kon. fe'illiaa J . Green 
Hon. Jaa«s A. Hyriie 
Eon. Jolm H. J . Eeias, I I I 
Kon. ikjbert M. C. J-iu 
Eon. Joseph P . Vicrorito 
Kors,. i.dfc-in D. Eshiejaaa 

Location 

JS'8t.rona KeigJits 

MXs-gUeny County 

'CIsaddg .Ford 
Cfiester Comity 

PbiladeXphia 

Ei ' l -9 

Erl® Cottnty 

La««as!t*sr County 

Er ia Couaty 

PrauikliR Cotsnty 

Sts-cQ Msisa»n C f f i c e r 
Cr- f l . Stavena 
K3fscutive Director 
Penrs-cyivaaia His-toricaX ffusoaa 

^fll i laja i-c-;i«a HeiaociaX 24«iFeuKi £ 
?irehivos Bui 3 cling 

Box 1G2G 
Harrisisirg, Fesns^Xvania 17X08 


