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The present appearance of The 0ld Customs House differs
very little from the original. This building is an
excellent example of Greek Revival architecture. The
structure, designed by William Kelly of Philadelphia,
was begun in 1838 and completed in 1839.

The exterior architecture consists of a two story
structure with a pedimented colonaded fagcade, supported
by six Doric columns and entrance steps. The front fascade
is constructed of white Vermont marble with side and rear
walls of brick. Hand forged dials, rather than mortar,
were used to secure the stone.

The interior of the structure is particularly fine. The
walls are unpaneled and are-finished with smooth plaster.
What distinguishes the interior is the ceiling. The
ceiling is decorated with eggand dart anthemion and
Greek fret circular patterns.
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The 01d Customs House in Erie has had a long and diversified
life. The Greek Revival structure served as the home of the
Erie Branch of The United States Bank in Pennsylvania. After
the Bank of The United’ States went out of existence the
building served many p goses. It was the Post Office until
1867. From 1849 until 1888 the building served as a Customs
House for the port of Erie. Some years later the building was
the home of the Strong Vincént Post of The Grand Army of the
Republic and later the home of the Erie County Historical
Society.

The 01d Customs House is an important structure for several.
reasons. The bulldlng 1s an ngellgnjwexamplgwgiwggeek

in the Northwestern portlon of Pennsylvania during the 1830'
The construction of this structure symbolized the early growtl
-of business and flnance 1n Amerlca and the rapld growtp of
‘Erie County. -
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