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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Orthodox Meetinghouse at Birmingham was erected in 1845. Members
of the meeting contributed labor and materials as well as money. The ser-
pentine stone came from Chalkley Bell's Quarries in Westtown Township. Ed-
ward Brinton contributed the lumber for the roof. The Building cost $2310.83
It seated approximately 200 persons. :

The single story building provides a contrast to the architecture of the
neighboring eighteenth century Birmingham Meetinghouse. 1I1&% windows are larg
and the entire building is filled with light. A simple pent porch extended
over each doorway on the north elevation. There were two doors in each frame

Birmingham Orthodox Meeting rejoined with Birmingham Meeting in 1923.
In 1938 the Orthodox Meeting was sold and soon thereafter it was converted
into a private residence.

The interior has been altered greatly to adapt the meetinghouse to domes
tic requirements. Great care, however, was taken to preserve the exterior
appearance of the meetinghouse. The original panelling has been used in the
den.

The sheds on the eastern side of the house have been removed. On the
north side two dormer windows give light to the second floor.

The north elevation illustrated in the accompanying photograph, remains
the way it was in 1845.. Porches, doors, frames, windows, and doors are orig-
inal. The flashing and roof has been replaced.

The Orthodox Meetinghouse is an interesting statement of the changes in
Quaker architecture between the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. . Unlike
some of the early buildings its large windows provide ample light. The pro-
portions of the building are more classical than the early structures, and

are a statement of the rural application of the classical revival in architect
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The Hicksite-Orthodox Controversy or '"Great Separati 7 s a
ma jor crisis in the history of the Society of Friends of Ame and in the

religious development of the United States in the nineteenth century. On
the surface, the schism appeared to be a simple one between two factions
within the Society of Friends expressing conflicting views on the sect's
doctrines. While doctrinal questions did play a role in the dispute closer
examination reveals that the split came about as a result of a complexity
of factors within the total environment of Quaker social, economic, politi-
cal and cultural life.

In 1819, Elias Hicks addressed the Men's Meeting at Pine Street, Phila-
delphia with a strong anti-slavery and anti-worldly speech. Hicks was a
farmer-minister from Long Island and a Spellblndlng orator who advocated
‘| renunciation of ‘secular concerms ‘o the part ‘of Quakers. Hicks believed
that man should turn his attention away from the outer world and focus upon
the spirit of Christ which dwelt within his soul. The focal point of his
doctrine, then, was emphasis on the concept of the "Inner Light" and reJec-
tion of -external formal worship as irrélevant to salvation. '~ =

Hicks' dogmatic approach to doctrine alienated those Friends not in
sympathy with his views. In 1822 he visited the Philadelphia area agaln,
and this time Orthodox ‘léaders accused him of being unfit for ‘the ministry
and tried to silence him on the basis of his religious beliefs. Essentially
the Orthodox wished to reconcile Quaker practices with their activities in
the secular world. Among the Friends they comprised the group which had
immersed itself most completely in politics and commerce. They were search-
ing for a rationalization of Quaker dogma which would give sanction to world-
ly affairs and supported, among other things, an emphasis on belief rather
than overt religious behavior. The Orthodox intimated that secular success
might well be used as a guide to one's spiritual progress and argued that
the well-to do should occupy leadership positions within the church.

A significant element within the Society of Friends--generally the small
farmers of Chester and Delaware Counties and the less prosperous artisans of
Philadelphia--rejected the Orthodox view. Their arguments against extremes
of secular involvement were given expression in the preaching of Hicks, but
it should not be assumed that he was in any sense the leader of an organized
movement .,
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8) Significance (continued) Asﬁ\ AQ0 E%’

From 1822 to 1827, the rift between Hicksites and Orthodox i
Neither side attempted to control its growing animosity and it see

O
N
matter of time before an open break occurred. /YTTngﬁf;//

The Yearly Meeting which convened in Philadelphia on April 16, 1827 provi-
ded the opportunity for the final separation. Each faction came to the Meeting
possessed of a suspicious view of the intentions of the other. The possibiliti
for a reconciliation were slim. Orthodox leaders controlled almost all the po-
sitions of leadership and influence, thus, Hicksites began to explore the pos-
sibility of organizing a Yearly Meeting of their own. They began to gather in
another meeting house in Philadelphia while the regular Yearly Meeting was stil
in session and expressed their opinion on a split in the following statement:
"we feel bound to express to you...that the period has finally come in which we
might look towards making a quiet retreat from this scene of confusion."

For more than a century these Quaker factions would not be reconciled.
From Philadelphia, the schism quickly radiated outward into Indiana, Ohio,
Maryland and New York, sparking disputes among Friends residing in these states

Among other problems the structure of government within the Society of
Friends was one of the factors which helped bring about the schism and mitiga-
ted against its resolution once it occurred. In truth, the Society lacked any
institutionalized mechanism for resolving internal disputes. 1Its decisions
were based on precedent and thus had the features of an institution which de-
velops slowly through practice rather than along the oines of any formal pro-
cedures. The society was loosely organized .and precise relationships between
the various meetings were ill-defined. Technically, all Quaker decisions were
supposed to be unanimous and the Friends had no means of resolving serious
points of difference.

The construction of the Birmingham Orthodox Meeting House is a manifesta-
tion of the furor the Hicksites Controversy generated in the Society of Friends
For a century the feelings between the two groups of Friends were so strong
that the meetings were held separately, first at either end of the meeting hous
and finally in separate buildings.

Robert Doherty, in The Hicksite Separation puts the conflict over meeting-
houses into perspective:

'""One of the crucial struggles between Hicksite and Orthodox Friends was
for control of meetinghouses. A small, active, highly motivated minor-
ity could capture a meetinghouse. In some cases this actually happened.
It was easier for a member of that meeting to continue to worship in

the same place. If he was not highly motivated, he might be unwilling
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8) Significance (continued)

to construct their own place of worship.

to put forth the effort necessary to find a new place of worship.
seems likely that possession of the meeting house brought with it
the attendance of some passive members. This would partially account
for the choices of Hicksite and Orthodox Friends who do not seem to

fit the general characteristics of their respective groups."

The Birmingham Orthodox Meetinghouse, built in 1845, was located in
an area of nominal Hicksite strength in Chester County.
Friends were excluded from the meeting by Hicksites and found it necessary

The Hicksite Separation was an iﬁportant religious controversy in Quak-
er history and graphically illustrated some of the tensions that plagued the
conscience of separatist sects in the early part of this nation's history.

Evidently, Orthodox
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