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Orthodox Meeting ^ouse 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : , 

Birmingham Orthodox Meeting House 

2. LOCATtON 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R ; 

Birmingham Rd., Southeast of the Intersection of 15087 & Pa. Rt. 926 (St. Road) 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

West Chester 
S T A T E 

Pennsylvania 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Chester 
C O D E 

3.; C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
O W N E R S H I P S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

• S i te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

• P u b l i c 

5 5 P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I 1 In P r o c e s s . 

1 I B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d 

E O c c u p i e d 

I I U n o c c u p i e d 

I I P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

^ R e s t r i c t e d 

I I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

! i A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I 1 C o m m e r c i a l 

• E d u c a t i o n a l 

[ I En te r ta inment 

[ I Government 

[~| Indus t r ia l 

[ 1 M i l i t a r y 

r~l M u s e u m 

• Pa rk 

5 P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e 

I ) R e l i g i o u s 

1 I S c i e n t i f i c 

[ [ Transportotion 

• Other (Specify) 

j I Comments 

f 4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

C a r l G. Lenk 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Birmingham Road 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

I West Chester V ^ y .fc\ 
5 . L O C A T I O N O F " C ^ ^ y C 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S 

Chester County Court Hou^ 

S T A T E ; 

Pennsylvania 42 

S T R E E T A N D NUMBER: 

10 North High Street 
:t:nr 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

West Chester 

6 . R E P R E S E N T A T I O N I N E X I S T I N G S U R V E Y S 

S T A T E 

Pennsylvania 42 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Pennsylvania Register of Histo r i c Sites and Landmarks -a 
jaa. 

o z 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y ; 1969 i I F e d e r a l 1 3 State 1 I Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Pennsylvania.Historical and Museum Commission 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

Box 1026 

UD 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Harrisburg 
S T A T E : 

Pennsylvania 
C O D E 



7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 
0 E x c e l l e n t • Good • F o i 

( C h e c k One) 

1 1 De te r i o ra ted • R u i n s Q U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved S O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Orthodox Meetinghouse at Birmingham was erected i n 1845. Members 
of the meeting contributed labor and materials as well as money. The ser­
pentine stone came from Chalkley. Bel l ' s Quarries i n Westtown Township. Ed­
ward Brinton contributed the lumber for the roof. The Building cost $2310.83 
I t seated approximately 200 persons. 

The single story building provides a contrast to the architecture of the 
neighboring eighteenth century Birmingham Meetinghouse. Tfrs windows are l a r g 
and the entire building i s f i l l e d with l i g h t . A simple pent porch extended 
over each doorway on the north elevation. There were two doors i n each frame 

Birmingham Orthodox Meeting rejoined with Birmingham Meeting i n 1923. 
In 1938 the Orthodox Meeting was sold and soon thereafter i t was converted 
into a private residence. 

The i n t e r i o r has been altered greatly to adapt the meetinghouse to domes 
t i c requirements. Great care, however, was taken to preserve the exterior 
appearance of the meetinghouse. The o r i g i n a l panelling has been used i n the 
den. 

The sheds on the eastern side of the house have been removed, 
north side two dormer windows give l i g h t to the second f l o o r . 

On the 

The north elevation i l l u s t r a t e d i n the accompanying photograph, remains 
the way i t was. i n 1845. . Porches, doors, frames, windows, and. doors .a.r.e o r i g ­
inal.. The flashing and roof has been replaced. 

The Orthodox Meetinghouse i s an interesting statement of the changes i n 
Quaker architecture between the eighteenth and nineteenth centurie?.' Unlike 
some of the early buildings i t s large windows provide ample l i g h t . The pro­
portions of the building are more c l a s s i c a l than the early structures, and 
are a statement of the rura l application of the c l a s s i c a l r e v i v a l i n architec 
ture, tempered by the s i m p l i c i t y of the Quaker, f a i t h . 

m 
m 

z 
on 

H 

TO 

CZ 

n 

o 

on 

6/ 

00 



GNIFICANCE 
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Ot: 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Cen tu ry 

• 18th Cen tu ry 

[^J 19th Cen tu ry 

• 20th Centu ry 

SPECIFIC DATEls) (II Applicable andKnown) 1845 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

"Abor i g i na l 

I 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

- • • ' H i s t o r i c ' ' 

[ 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 

1 I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Ar t 

j I Commerce 

I I Cor r imun ica t ions 

1 I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[ 1 E d u c a t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

• Ihdustry 

I I Invent ion 

i i L o n d s c o p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

Q M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

3 R e l i g i o n / ^ h i -

l osop l l y 

S c i e n c e 

r~l Scu lp tu re 

Q ' S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i an 

• Thea te r 

n T ranspo r t a t i on 

rn' Urban Plannirig 

• Gtlifer (Specify)' 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Hicksite-Orthodox Controversy or "Great Separatiis^^^ofj-Jr^^^lS^s 
major c r i s i s i n the history of the Society of Friends of Amett^ai-affir i n the 
religi o u s development of the United States i n the nineteenth century. On 
the surface, the schism appeared to be a simple one between two factions 
within the Society of Friends expressing c o n f l i c t i n g views on the sect's 
doctrines. While doctrinal questions did play a role in the dispute closer 
examination reveals that the s p l i t came about as a result of a complexity 
of factors within the t o t a l environment of Quaker s o c i a l , economic, p o l i t i ­
c a l and cult u r a l l i f e . 

In 1819, Eli a s Hicks addressed the Men's Meeting at Pine Street, Phila­
delphia with a strong anti-slavery and anti-worldly speech. Hicks was a 
farmer-minister from Long Island and a spellbinding orator who advocated 
renunciation of secular concerns "on' 'the pkrt'^o'if Quakers. Hicks believed 
that man should turn his attention away from the outer world and focus upon 
the s p i r i t of Christ which dwelt within his soul. The focal point of his 
doctrine, then, was emphasis on the concept of the "Inner Light" and rejec­
tion crf "external formal worship as irre^ievant to salvation." ' " •'> 

Hicks' dogmatic approach to doctrine alienated those Friends' hot iin 
sympathy with his views. In 1822, he v i s i t e d the Philadelphia area again, 
and this time Orthodox'leWeifs accused him of being u n f i t for thb ministry 
and t r i e d to silence him on the basis of his religious b e l i e f s . Essentially 
the Orthodox wished to reconcile Quaker practices with their a c t i v i t i e s i n 
the secular world. Among the Friends they comprised the group which had 
immersed i t s e l f most completely i n p o l i t i c s and commerce. They were search­
ing for a r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n of Quaker dogma which would give sanction to world 
l y a f f a i r s and supported, among other things, an emphasis on bel i e f rather 
than overt religious behavior. The Orthodox intimated that secular success 
might well be used as a guide to one's s p i r i t u a l progress and argued that 
the well-to do should occupy leadership positions within the church. 

A s i g n i f i c a n t element within the Society of Friends--generally the small 
farmers of Chester and Delaware Counties and the less prosperous artisans of 
Philadelphia--rejected the Orthodox view. Their arguments against extremes 
of secular involvement were given expression i n the preaching of Hicks, but 
i t should not be assumed that he was i n any sense the leader of an organized 
movement. 
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O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Tri-County Conservancy of the Brandywine, Inc 
D A T E 

Ttily, 1 971 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Box 141 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Chadds Ford 
12. STATE LlAfSON OFFICER CERTIFICAl lON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and,certify that it .has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is; 

National ( tf State • Loca l • 

Name 

State Liaison Officer 

Title Executive Director 

Pa, Historical and Museum Commission 

Date 7 / / . 3 

ggnnsylvania 
NATIONAL REGISTER yERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

NationalRegister. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hist^t*crPfeservation 
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8) Significance (continued) 

From 1822 to 1827, the r i f t between Hicksites and Orthodox i 
Neither side attempted to control i t s growing animosity and i t see 
matter of time before an open break occurred. 

The Yearly Meeting which convened in Philadelphia on A p r i l 16, 1827 provi 
ded the opportunity for the f i n a l separation. Each faction came to the Meeting 
possessed of a suspicious view of the intentions of the other. The p o s s i b i l i t i $ s 
for a re c o n c i l i a t i o n were slim. Orthodox leaders controlled almost a l l the po­
sit i o n s of leadership and influence, thus, Hicksites began to explore the pos­
s i b i l i t y of organizing a Yearly Meeting of their own. They began to gather i n 
another meeting house i n Philadelphia while the regular Yearly Meeting was s t i l 
i n session and expressed their opinion on a s p l i t i n the following statement: 
"we feel bound to express to you...that the period has f i n a l l y come i n which we 
might look towards making a quiet retreat from this scene of confusion." 

For more than a century these Quaker factions would not be reconciled. 
From Philadelphia, the schism quickly radiated outward into Indiana, Ohio, 
Maryland and New York, sparking disputes among Friends residing in these states 

Among other problems the structure of government within the Society of 
Friends was one of the factors which helped bring about the schism and mitiga­
ted against i t s resolution once i t occurred. In truth, the Society lacked any 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d mechanism for resolving internal disputes. I t s decisions 
were based on precedent and thus had the features of an i n s t i t u t i o n which de­
velops slowly through practice rather than along the oines of any formal pro­
cedures. The society was loosely organized .and precise relationships between 
the various meetings were i l l - d e f i n e d . Technically, a l l Quaker decisions were 
supposed to be unanimous and the Friends had no means of resolving serious 
points of difference. 

The construction of the Birmingham Orthodox Meeting House i s a manifesta­
tion of the furor the Hicksites Controversy generated i n the Society of Friends 
For a century the feelings between the two groups of Friends were so strong 
that the meetings were held separately, f i r s t at either end of the meeting hous^ 
and f i n a l l y in separate buildings. 

Robert Doherty, i n The Hicksite Separation puts the c o n f l i c t over meeting­
houses into perspective: 

"One of the cr u c i a l struggles between Hicksite and Orthodox Friends was 
for control of meetinghouses. A small, active 5 highly motivated minor­
i t y could capture a meetinghouse. In some cases this actually happened. 
I t was easier for a member of that meeting to continue to worship i n 
the same place. I f he was not highly motivated, he might be unwilling 
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8) Significance (continued) 

to put forth the e f f o r t necessary to find a new place of worship. I t 
seems l i k e l y that possession of the meeting house brought with i t 
the attendance of some passive members. This would p a r t i a l l y account 
for the choices of Hicksite and Orthodox Friends who do not seem to 
f i t the general characteristics of their respective groups." 

The Birmingham Orthodox Meetinghouse, b u i l t in 1845, was located i n 
an area of nominal Hicksite strength in Chester County. Evidently, Orthodox 
Friends were excluded from the meeting by Hicksites and found i t necessary 
to construct their own place of worship. 

The Hicksite Separation was an important rel i g i o u s controversy in Quak­
er history and graphically i l l u s t r a t e d some of the tensions that plagued the 
conscience of separatist sects in the early part of this nation's history. 
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Photograph/map fonns (Form 10-301) required for each i^hotograph/map. 

_Insuffirient map coverage of property. 
Comments; 

Description (Item #7) 
Comments; 

jjL^Statement of S i g n i f i c a n c e (Item #8) . 
Comments: ,.". -*•'•••0,1-7 r 

_Xerox forms unaccsp tab le , 

i L u i O t h e r . 
^^^^omments: ^Lor-'..'' ::.'_:-'::: ' r - . i " ' ^-':'.c'::;i''':n3V • T :ao 

Clarificatj.on or correction of the itcns noted above must be made prior to 
the initiation o£ our prof<?3sional royicw. Correction of these technical errors 
cr deficiencies does not nec-essarijy insure that the nomi.nation Vv-ill-tlien satisfy 
National Register criteria in f u l l . 

SIGNED 







Form 10-301 UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL P A R K SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

Pennsylvania 
C O U N T Y 

Delaware 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

APR 2 6 1972 1. NAME 

Orthodox Meeting House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : Birmingham Orthodox Meeting House 

2. tOCATtON 

u 
S T R E E T AND NUM BER: 

Birmingham Road, Southeast of the Intersection of 15087 & Ba. Rt. 926 
Z) C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Q£ West Chester 
1- S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

trt Pennsylvania 42 Ch e s t e r ^""'Tr^'~- 029 
3. MAP REFEReNCe 

S O U R C E : 

United States Department of The Interior 
LU 

UJ 

1:24000 West C h e s t e r q t i a fd rang l^V 

1954 photorevised 1969 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longitude re ference. 
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