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( C h e c k One) , 
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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

In spite of the diversity of architectural styles in the Old City 
area_5iost_of__the__bul̂ ^ are brick, a minority faced with granite, 
|??£blej^bxQwo.ston^^ stucco^ oiTc^st^ i Trim is usuaily ô^ 
stpne for the e^irlier buildings and after 1850 often of iron, 
Bui Idings of the late 18tJx..amL.jeajl3L.iStb ĉê^̂  a re residential in 
character and occasionally in function, two or three-and-a-half stories 
with gable roofs. Those of the mî -19th"̂ ĉ ^̂ ^̂  

^ are conmercial̂ ^̂ ^̂ b̂̂  four five stories with f lat roofs, /oftesm 
with a store front of a material different from the upper stories. 

Very few of the buildings, almost exclusively those in Elfreth's 
Alley, have been restored. The rest of the buildings remain with 
their exteriors and interiors in various degrees of alteration, but 
most of them have been altered but slightly over the years. 

The commercial character of the Old City area is predominant. 
The neighborhood is a showcase of 19'th ce^ntury sdialesaLe-rretAiL 5 i 
and warehouses. Among the more outstanding examples is the John 
Singer warehouse at the rear of 319 Market Street, the old.e§t surviving 
vrarehouŝ ^̂  The three-and-a-half-story brick building" 
was b4llt inĈ lSOjS and is similar to the LaTour warehouse on South 
Water Street that was demolished in 1967, Nearbg^itM aj:chiteet_S^,_J). 

V Button provided in th^ 37-39 South Third 
Street, and early (1855) architectural soluHorrTorTrhe t d l l , narrow 
commercial building by-recessing the spandrels behind continitous 
granite piers to emphasize verticality. The commercial building, at 
the northwest comer of Front and Arch Streets is a fine example of 
mid-19th-century cast-iron-architecture. Built-between- 1855 and 1857, 
It has brick bearing walls and a cast-iron front with an arcade at 
each of its five stories arti-culated by engaged columns, originally 
sanded and painted to simulate marble. 

Tbrou^Qut the area are entire blocks of commercial bû  that 
are as significant a^ individual structures, Itie west side of Nô^̂^̂  
Front Street between Market and Arch StiemtTS' m. Front Street) 
is a rare surviving block of early-19th-century brick warehouses, 
characterized by marble piers at most of the round stories. The north 
side of Chestnut Street between Strawberry- arid Itiifei "Streets <213-43 .Chest-
nut Street) serves as a catalogue of mid-19th-century commercial 
architecture, displaying brick, brownstone^ graniteand dast-i'ifbii facades 
with a variety of eslgns ranging from the academic to the uti l i tarian. 
The east side of North Third Street between Market and Arch Streets 
(1-63̂  N. Third Street) is even more stylistically diverse, ranging from 
gable-roof brick stores to Italianate and Gothic designs in iron and 
sandstone. 

In spite of its commercial character the area retains some of the 
nation's most famous residences. Elfreth's Alley, designated a 
National Historic Landmark in 1965, is the oldest unchanged and 
continually inhabited street in Philadelphia .and illustrates the 
typical side-street dwellings of 18th-century artisans, Twentv-atne 
contiguous btrick houses extend along this six-foot-wide alley between 
Front and Second Streets above Arch Stireet, Five similar dwellings 

(see Continuation Sheet) 
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Pennsylvania 
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Philadelphia 
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

MAY 5 1972 
(Number ell enMea) 

#2 Location 

Area bounded: on the north by the north boundary of buildings and lots 
fronting on the south side of Wood Street,(or legal line of Vine Street 
E^rei^sway Extension) from the southwest comer of Front and Wood streets 
to the southeast comer of Fi f t h and Wood streets; 

on the west, beginning at the southeast comer of Fi f t h and Wcod 
streets, along the west boundary of buildings and lots fronting on the east 
side of F i f t h Street to Benjamin Franklin Bridge Approach, thence eastward 
to Fourth Street and along the west boundary of buildings and lots fronting 
on the east side of Fourth Street to the southeast comer of Fourth and 
Arch streets, thence westward along the south side of Arch Street to Fi f t h 
Street, thence southward along the west botindary of buildings and lots 
fronting on the east side of F i f t h Street to the northeast comer of Chestnut 
and F i f t h streets, thence eastward along the north side of Chestnut Street 
to the northeast comer of Second and Chestnut streets, thence southward 
along the west boundary of buildings and lots fronting on the east side of 
Second Street to the northeast comer of Second and Walnut streets; 

on the south, beginning at the northeast comer of Second and Walnut 
streets, eastward along the south boundary of buildings and lots fronting 
on the north side of Walnut Street to the northwest comer of Front and 
Walnut streets; 

on the east, beginning at the northwest comer of Front and Walnut 
streets, northward along the east boundary of buildings and lots on the west 
side of Front Street (or legal line of Delaware Expressway, Interstate 
Route 95) to the southwest comer of Front and Wood Streets. 

Note: the parcel between Nos. 23-41 South Fourth Street, currently 
proposed for redevelopment, i s not included i n the Di s t r i c t . 

GPO 9 01.082 
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6. Representation i n existing surveys 

Historic American Buildings Survey 1935, 1941, 1957, 1972iNf/L 
Historic American Buildings Survey 
800 Nineteenth Street, N. W. J Washington, D. C. 

and 
Library of Congress Annex 
Washington, D.C. 

Old Philadel-phia Survey (AIA) 1931 
Free Library of Philadelphia 
Logan Circle 
Philadelphia, Penn. 

Philadelphia Historical Conission Survey 1957-58 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
1313 City Hall Annex 
Philadelphia, Penn, 19107 

Philadelphia City Planning Commission Survey 
Washington Square Redevelopment Area Plan I96I 

and 
Old City Historic Area 1971 
Philadelphia City Planning Commission 
13th Floor, City Hall Annex 
Philadelphia, Penn. 19107 
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Desertption 

are at 12-18 and 24 Cuthbart Street (fomerly Coonbe's Allegr), a 
parallel alley below Arch Street. Unlike their neighbors oa Elfreth's 
Alley« these houses have not been restored or rehabilitated* 

Less faBious than Elfreth's Alley yet significant, is the Qeraan 
Refomed Church district, an area including 327 Cheiry Street (Old 
German School) on the south, Nos« ipo-.'̂ v, i/.i-.i.'^ vinT*.h Vrmr*.in Street 
on the irest, and the First Refomed Church, ggg-'̂ Q Race Street, on 
the north. AU of these properties were omed by the Gennan Refoxmed 
Ohuroh in the early 19th centuiy and played a pronlnent role in the 
predoggdnantly Gtwrnan nel^borhood. The Refomed Church was fcsnanded in 
Philadelphia in 172? and erected Its first church building on this 
site in 1747* The present building was its third structure, built 
In 1337; since I967 i t has been In the process of restoration. 
Abutting the church's lot to the south is the two-and-a-half--stozy 
brick 03 H t^*«ffli Sffhffff'' Built in I76I, most of Its original fabric 
was destroyed \sj a fire in I878; i t has recently been renovated into 
a_£2sixdML iriiop. The {fiXfinJisgses on North Fourth Street were buUt 
as dwellings during the late 19bh and early 19th centuries, and are 
now being renovated into shops and homes, illustrating how old 
structures can be converted to contenporary use without disnptlng 
or destroying the architectural scale or historic nature of a neighborhood. 

The Betsy Ross House, ??9 •̂•̂ ^ Street, is cne of the best known 
houses In'PMladelphla, popularly accepted, even i f not hlstorieally 
doouisented, as the residence of Betsy Ross, the legendaxy maker of the 
first flag of the United States. The two-and-a-half-stoxy brick town 
house is a fine exaaqple of 18th-century Philadelphia domestic arehlteeture, 
but has become a national shrine because of its 8i;̂ posed assoclaticns with 
Betsy Ross. It was built c. 1260, conjecturally restored in the 1930's, 
and in I966 a wing for visitors'oenter was added to the rear. 

Some of the oldest and loost significant churches in the United 
States are found within this area. Chyimir. Chaymĥ  }inr*.h Second 
Street, an outstanding exanple of Palladian diurdi ar9hlteoture in the  
United States, was built between I727 and 1744> its steeple was  
cooqpleted in 1754* Many Revolutl<siaxy heroes worshipped here, helping  
It to be named a National ShrdLne by Act of Congress in 1950. A block to  
the west, at Amh P'̂ rtŷ r, is the Arch Street Friends Meetlngj, Jjullt  
in I8O4 from the desigas of Qigm, BlddTe," author of The Young Carpenter's  
Assistant (I8O5) , and otLarged in 1811. A center of 19th-cenbury Quaker  
activity, i t remains the site of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting and was  
recently put on the Natlcmal Reitlster. 

A blodc further north, afc 322̂ ^̂ îO~Race Street, Old First (Geman) 
Refomed Church is being restored to its 1$37 appearance. Another block 
to the north, at the southeast and northwest comers ef Fourth and New 
Streets stand St. George's Methodist Episcopal Church and St. Augustine's 
Roman Catholic Church respectively. St. George's Church, also on the 
National Register, was built in 1769 and nuu^s the world's oldest 

(see Continuation Sheet) 
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Methodist Church in continuous use. St. Augustine's was originally 
built between 1796 and 1801 but was bumed during the "Native American" 
riots of 1844; the present building dates from 1848. 

Although famous Bank Row, Chestnut Street between Fourth and Fifth 
Streets, lies just outside the officially designated Old City area, 
three important bank buildings remain within the area. Bank of North 
America. Ĵ 07 Chestnut Street, was the first eonmerelal bank in the United 
States, chartered by the Continmtal Congress In 1781, In 1929 It 
mex̂ ed with tlie First Pennsylvania Banking and Trust Company and oontinued 
to ooevpy the present, original site until I967. The present Late 
Victorian Roman Revival building was built in 1895 from the designs of 
James H. Mndrim. 

Adjacent to Tihe Bank of North America, at "̂ If lift-*"''* '^trTt ,̂ is 
the .Elrat-Jtefeiflnaar^anlc; the first national bank chartered in the United 
States. John McArthur, Jr . designed the chaste Ifcallanatfl building, 
idilch was erected between 1865 and I867 and is now a branch bank of the 
First Pennsylvania Banking and Trust Co^any. Nearby is the Mwâ wi-tft* 

JfliaVj fi+/na«4- Built in 1^7 i t remains one of the 
last local Grs^"l^ival designs of the noted architect-engineer William 
Stricld.^jL> It has been used as the Norwegian Seamen's Church since 
1930; tJther bank buildings of less importance are also in the area, 
including the Mantifacturers National Bank, 29 North Third Street, and one 
at j.8 South Third Street with notable Egyptian-Revival Doors. 

' ' 0 / 

Y RLCEIVED 
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1 1 H i s t o r i c • 1 ndust ry l osophy 
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A r c h i t e c t u r e • L a n d s c a p e " 'P ScuIpture 

• A r t A r c h i t e c t u r e ' • S o c i o I /Human­

K l Commerce • L i t e r a t u r e i t a r ian 
[ 1 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s • Mi 1 i tary • T heater 

[ 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n • M u s i c n Transpo r t a t i on 

1 I Urban Planning 

• ' Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

U 

Z5 

LU 

LJ 

The Old City area i s part of the o r i g i n a l 1682 plan ©f 
the c i t y of Philadelphia as l a i d out by Thomas Holme, surveyor 
f o r the province's proprietor, William Penn. In terms of arch­
i t e c t u r a l style and h i s t o r i c significance i t remains one of the 
most important parts of the city„ It includes somecf the c i t y ' s 
famous residences, h i s t o r i c churches, important f i n a n c i a l i n ­
s t i t u t i o n s , and perhaps most importantly rare surviving 19th-
century commercial d i s t r i c t s , probably without equal i n the 
United States f o r t h e i r extent and d i v e r s i t y . 

Although the area possesses some si g n i f i c a n t buildings, 
some of which ,have been restored, equally as important i s the 
promise of the area f o r future renovations into a r e s i d e n t i a l -
commercial neighborhood. I t i s r e l a t i v e l y isolated from the 
bustle of the large r e t a i l and o f f i c e buildings of the c i t y 
center. Superhighways border the area to the north and ea.st. 
Society H i l l , a successfully restored and preserved h i s t o r i c 
r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t , boTders i t to the south, and the In­
dependence National H i s t o r i c Parkj encompassing some of the 
most h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t buildings i n the nation, borders 
much of the area to the west. Preserv&tion and development 
of the Old City area would create a large, contiguous d i s t r i c t 
of h i s t o r i c buildings renovated f o r contemporary use. 



f». MAJOR Bt8L10GRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Historic Riiladelphia: From the founding Until the Early nineteenth 
Century, Vol. 43, part I, Transactions of the American ̂ llesophica1 
Socie^, Philadelphia, 1953, 

Sellers, Horace Wells, "Old Ehlla. Survey," unpublished typescript t>f a repoft 
on the 1931 A, I. A. survey. Copies at the American Fhlloso^ical Society 
and at the Philadelphia Historical Coranission. 

latum, George B., Penn's Great Town: 250 Years of Philadelphia Architecture 
Philadelphia. 1961 (see ContinnaM,on Shpet) 
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(IHMU.K-S K. PK'rKH.SON, \. I. \. .Knhilfcliiryl llixlutinn. lU'slonitioni.st nnd Planner 

H. Russell Blntzer April 8, 1975 
Vice President of University Rslatlons 
Drexel University 
32nd and Chestnut Streets 
Philadelphia, Pa., I910M 
Dear Mr. Blntzer: 

When A. J. Drexel gave the money to set up Drexel Institute I'm sure 
he hcped to be pleasantly remembered. He certainly deserves to be. But 
anycBie who considers the present p l i ^ t of the old building down on Third 
Street mlpht vronder. 

Built i n 185^, the old Drexel Building has a fine marble facade, the 
lower part of which has been covered over by the cheap slgis of the last^^' 
tenant. It is now vacant. 

The building backs r l j ^ t up to the historic court vrtiere Benjamin 
Pranklln lived and on which the '''«»deral Govei'nment i s now spending more 

, than four million dollars for restorations and tourist develc^anent (that 
doesn't Include the cost of buying the land). 

The Drexel Building individually has been certified by the Philadelphia 
Historical Coinlsslon as an historic landmarie and i t Is located in a 
Federally Registered rllstorlc District. It stanls c»ily a couple of hundred 
feet from the new Visitor Center of the Independence NatlOTial Historicsil Park 
vMch Is now being conpleted. 

The present owners seem to have bought the property without knowing 
i t s historic sijTiificance. Last September they sent a danolltlon contractor 
to get a pemtLt for Its removal and they were resisted by the Historical 
Ccranisslon. H-je latter, howevei', has only the power to delay action for a 
few months and the time i s fast running out. In fact, i f there isn't a really 
audible public protest towards changing the owners' minds (the Keystone 
Shipping Conpany, A. B. Kurz, President) the building w i l l probably be pulled 
do'rtxi in about four weeks. 

As an architect specializing over many years in the care and restoration 
of old buildings, I have Inspected the Drexel structure. Except for a sky­
light leak which can be easily fixed the whole is in good basic condition. 
For i t s continued use new mechanical work would have to be installed. I f 
only one floor were to be used that would cost very 21ttle. Somebody could 
maJce a lot of roney in i t during the Bicentennial yeaiTS. The big thing is 
not to let It .rpt pulled down this spiring. , 

Enclosed are some sheets of solid htstorlc.l fact and a ccpy of an 
IiYjulrer article by the well-known financial writer Joseph Livingston. 

I am sending a cqpy of this letter to Mr. A. J. Drexel Paul to vrtiom I 
have sroken personally. 

..... c , flincerelv yours. 

.S.«i-U llill . ' k t \ 

i1iilHil.l|)liui. I'll, ntiiii; / I ' 

•.'!:> \ \ \ l i i i i l I'-.tr.j:! 



Th ey 
Protestors Don't Want Building to Fall 

By MARIO A. yijLLEm 
Oj The Bul!e{in Staff 

It doesn't look like much 
any more, the dirty gray 
building at Philadelphia's 34 
S. Third St., with the eye­
sore-making sign stretched 
across it. 

But the five xiuris, museum 
curator, and several others 
who showed up in old town 
Philadelphia yesterday don't 
want the four-story, Victo-
rian-«tvled Drexel & Co. 
building tumed into a parking 
k>t. 

That would be a shame, 
they feel, because the city 
would lose another bit of its 
history. 

'̂ If a city hasn't got any 
past, then it hasn't got any 
future either," said Charles E. 
Peterson, an architectural 
historian. 

Besides, he said, "historical 
building? are the capital 
assets of this city." Through 
tourism, "they bring in a lot 
of money." 

The group went to kwk 
around the building's now-
deserted insides and to stir up 
some publicity. Demolition, 
delayed once already, is set 
for May 7. 

The preservationists believe 
the building is historically 
important because Francis 
Martin Drexel set up shop on 
Third St. in 1837 — the build­
ing at number 34 was built in 
U,:'--':- deal in currencies. 

(That's U.S. currency, by 
the way, not foreign, fn those 
early days, U.S. banks print­
ed their own paper money 

, and the dollar that came off 
one bank's printing press 
might have been worth the 
same as the dollar from an­
other bank's.) 

Draxel's private bank fi­

nanced the Mexican War and 
earned an internationa! repu­
tation. Over the years, it's 
been merged and .merged 
again until what's left is 
known as Drexel Buinham & 
Co., headquartered today in 
New York. 
'At a Dead-End' 

The people meeting yester­
day didn't know it, but at the 
same time a letter arrived on 
the desk of John Whitehead, a 
supporter who wasn't there. 

The letter made the pre­
servationists' thread of hope 
all the more thin. A second 
organization had tumed down 
the idea of saving thc building 
by buying it for historical 
purposes, said Whitehead. An 
associate partner with the 
consulting firm of Day & Zim­
merman, Whitehead has been 
trying to find a savior. 

"My avenues are nt a dead­
end," Whitehead said. He ap-, 
proached both ' a "financia) 
and a religious-oriented" or­
ganization where preserving 
the site was "related to their 
own background." 

The nuns were at the Third 
St. building yesterday be­
cause Francis Maitin Drex-
el's granddaughter, Katherine 
Drexel, founded the Sisters of 
the Blessed Sacrament to 
minister to the needs of In­
dians and blacks. 

The musuem curator, Ger-
aldine Staub, was there be­
cause Francis Martin's son, 
Anthony Joseph Drexel, 
founded what's now Drexel 
University. Because she's in 
charge of the university's Mu­
seum Collection, she brought 
along two portraits done by 
Francis Martin. 

The elder Drexel was a 
portrait painter before be­
coming a financier. His days 
at the easel included nine 
years in South America paint­

ing important people, incliid-
ing Simon Bolivar. 

The building was bought oy 
Charies Kurz & Co. in 1972. 
The firm, a holding company 
for Keystone Shipping Co., 
plamed to tear the building 

down to expand two of its 
parking lots. 

But in 1973, the entire block 
was certified as worth pre­
serving by the Philadelphia 
Historical Commission. 

"The whole is greater than 
the sum of its parts," said an 
architectural observer in no­
ting that the entire row is an 
example of Philadelphia's 
early commercial architec­
ture. 

Another observer said that 
tearing down just one build­
ing on that block would be 
like having a mouthful of 
good teeth with an ugly gap 

. here and there. 
Kurz & Co. was ready to 

start tearing it down last fall, 
but preservationists were 
able to delay the demolition 
at least six months by using 
the c i t y ' s historic pre­
servation law. They can't stop 

the company that way again. 
Kurz's agent, Edwin D. 

Greenbaum, of the Albert M. 
Greenfield & Co. real estate 
concem, said Kurz was will­
ing to sell the building to 
"any legitimate preservation 
group that wouid want it." He 
ruled out possibilities like a 
restaurant or souvenir shop. 

Kurz doesn't want to make 
a profit, Greenbaum said. But 
he does want to recoup the 
$55,000 purchase price and 
costs, like taxes, incurred in 
carrying the property. 

If the building is tom down, 
he said, the nuns could have 
the facade. 

UiMirlin SIr.li Pho'3 by O u r i c s T. HijaiRj 

Nuns i'rom the order, Sisters of tlie SIcsssd Sacrament, protest (he plan­
ned razing of the old Dtcxsl Building, 34 S. Sd St., Philadelpliia. 

But the 'real estate man 
said he car.'t tell whether ths 
original lettering on the build­
ing's marble face is still 
there. A former owner cov­
ered part of the front wrA 
corrugated metal, he said. 

And, of course, the iirima-
diate past owner has thai 
huge sign proclaiming; 
"FOAM LAND . . . Foan? 
Rubber . . . Poly Foam . . 
Cut to Size ..." . 



CH.'MILES E. PETEIISON, F. A. I. A. Ai-chUecliiral HLslorian. Re.slomUonLtl and Planner 

Apri l 11, 1975 

Russell V. Keune AIA 
Director, Department of He ld Services 
The National Trust for Historic Preservation 
7̂16 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear Russ: 

RECEIVED 

APR 16 1975 

D E P A R T M E N T O F  
F I E L D S E R V I C E S 

I have known the Drexel Building for 25 years but dicSn't hear about 
the threat unt i l about Christmas tijne. Then I started some research and 
got out (personally) three fact sheets, copies enclosed. The Drexel Is 
the key to saving Third Street and that's the key to the vSiole "Old City 
Registered Landmark" area. 

The new regime at the Philadelphia Historical Commission stuck i t s 
neck out for the f i r s t time (that I know of) on this one and vSiat I am 
doing i s trying to back them up. The local AIA Preservation Committee i s 
behind i t , too (in a mild way) and Its chairman — A l Holm — is away on 
vacation. 

The nuns made the f i r s t arrangeirents for the recent picture story 
but they didn't really know how. But enclosed two nê -Tspaper clips and a 
letter to l ^ . Bintzer. They t e l l the story, I hope. 

AiXV publicity w i l l help — there doesn't seem to be any leadership 
here ar^ more. I haven't been able to get the Park Service interested. 

Time-wise I'm i n desperate Bhâ e myself and am losing out on ii?y IRS 
deadline. 

I'm sending a conplete set of this to Terry. Vftiy did we have to l i l t 
a weekend and a deadline at the same moment? 

Regards, 

Charles E. Peterson 

Ends, 
CEP:hg 
cc: Mrs. Bforton (w/encls.) 

P.S.,: I think that the ACI developnent i s a real step forward. Ihat's why 
332 Spruce Street I a,e?:'eed to conie up. I can give them to publish a substantial, well-
Socictv }fii! documented essay on hydraulic cement on The Middlesex Canal — f3-rst 
KiiiaaeipiHa, Va. ifliowUse I H the US as far as I know now."' 
m W.Mimi 2-3623 



Subject: Drexel Building (1854), NR 
Location: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania , 

April 24, 1975 

Mr, Adolph B. Kurz* PresidGnt 
Keystone Shipping Cofnpany 
313 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19106 ' 
Dear Mr, Kurz; 

It has come to the attention of the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation that the future of the Drexel Building, built In 1854, 
located at 34 South Third Street In Philadelphia, is currently being 
decided. Both on Its ov*/n merits and as an important part of the Old 
City Historic District, the Drexel Building is designated In the 
National Register of Historic Piacss; as such it represents a vital 
element of the c1ty*s architectural and historical heritage. Its close 
proximity to the ongoing restoration of sites within the Independence 
National Historical Park gives it added significance. As the owner of 
this historic bullUli-y, the Keystor-s Shipping Ccmparo.' Is in a unique 
position to take the lead in an effort to preserve It, If only by allovir-
Ing preservationists a reasonable time to marshal 1 their resources to 
purchase the building for restoration. We hope that you will use your 
Influence on behalf of this iRsportant Philadelphia landmark during the 
celebration of our nation's Bicentennial. 

We are taking the liberty of enclosing lltorature on the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation. You may find the special supplement 
on adapting buildings in our n»st recent Issue of Preservation News to 
be of special Interest. 

• 'v; ^\ , , Sincerely, 

Lawson 8. Knott, Jr. 
Executive Vice President 

Enclosures 
bcc: Anthony M.B. Garvan, ffT Adv., w/c incoming 

James B. Stevenson, NT Adv., " 
William J. Wewer, SHPO, " 
John Dickey, AIA-SPC, " 
Charles E. Peterson, " 
Phil^idelohia Historical Commission* " 
^idependence Nat'l. Historical Park, NPS, ' 

VTrnest A. Connally, " 
DR/RVK/bp 



Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation 
1522 K Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 j y ^ 26 1978 

Mr. Peter Benjamin, Director, Office of Program Analysis 
Urban Mass Transportation Administration 
U. S. Department of Transportation 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Mr. Benjamin: 

By l e t t e r of June 3, 1975, the Council requested that U.S. Department of 
Transportation investigate the a p p l i c a b i l i t y of Section 106 of the National 
H i s t o r i c Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320) to 
the construction of a Metropolitan Subway System, an undertaking assisted 
by the Urban Mass Transportation Administration that may have an effect 
upon the Old Citv H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, a property 
included i n the Nationai Register of H i s t o r i c Places. A copy of that l e t t e r 
i s enclosed. 

We have not yet received a reply. We would appreciate i t i f you would look 
into this matter and l e t us have a reply as soon as possible. I f you have 
any questions, please c a l l Ms. Amy Schlagel at 202-254-3967. 

Sincerely, 

Myra F. Harrison 
Assistant Director 
Office of Review 

and Compliance 

Enclosure 

The Council is an independent unit oj the Executive Branch of the Federal Government chĉ rgei by the 4c/ 



USE o r i g i n a l Q F l ^ T\ AX-

ESTIMATED COST OOO . OO 

intermediate 

FINAL COST 
new 

HOUSING UNITS before / \ ( / A : after FEDERAL FUNDS (^xio ( ) yes 

NHL ( ) NHL D i s t r i c t ( ) NR ( ) NR D i s t r i c t State/local D i s t r i c t ( ) Proposed ( ) 

Name of district fY^D riT^ ti-. 1^. Date listed/certified S j ^ / l Z . 

NAME AND ADDRESS OF OWNER 

SIGNIFICANCE 
PRELIMINARY 

Dace received 

REHABILITATION ' " 
FINAL 

Dace received 

Dace Info requesCed 

Dace Info received _ 

Dace of action 

DaCe Info requested 

Dace info received _ 

Dace of accion 

( ) contributing 

( ) non-contributing 

( ) conditional 

( ) concributing 

( ) non-contributing 

PROPOSED UORK 

Date received 

Date in f o requescei 

DaCe inf o received 

Dace of action 

^^^^ 

COKPLETED WORK 

Date received 

Date i n f o requested 

Date Info received _ 

Date of action 

( ) approved ( ) approved/ 
condicions 

( ) wichheld ( ) denied 

( } approved ( ) denied 

Reviewer ( ) plans Reviewer 

APPEAL 

Dace received 

( ) suscained 

Date of accion 

( ) overturned 

APPEAL 

Date received 

( ) sustained 

Dace of action 

( ) overturned 

^1 r t i F ^ R X -TTREgT 



USE o r i g i n a l Commerc i a l 

ESTIMATED COST '00.000.00 

HOUSING UNITS before after 

intermediate 

FINAL COST 

k 

new Residential/Commercral 

FEDERAL FUNDS )no ( ) yes 

NHL ( ) NHL D i s t r i c t ( ) NR (*) NR D i s t r i c t ( ) State/local D i s t r i c t ( ) Proposed ( ) 

Name of dis t r i c l n i H rit-y Date l i s t e d / c e r t i f i e d 5/5/77 

NAME AND ADDRESS OF OWNER Martin A. Fischer 
408 Vine Street 

J9106 
SIGNIFICANCE REHABILITATION 
PRELIMINARY FINAL PROPOSED UORK COMPLETED WORK 

Dace received Date received 9 / 1 8 /80 Date received q / 7 ? / 8 n Date received 

Date info requested Date Info requested Date Info requested DaCe Info requesCed 

Date info received Date Info received Date info- received Date in f o received jr~. 

Date of action. Dace of action Dace of action DaCe of accion 

( ) concributing 

{ ) non-concrlbuclng 

( ) contributing 

( ) non-contributing 

( ) approved ( ) approved/ 
conditicws 

( ) wltlifaeld ( ) denied 

( ) approved ( ) denied 

( ) conditional Reviewer ( ) plana Reviewer 

APPEAL APPEAL 

Date received Date of actlcm DaCe received Date of action 

( ) sustained ( ) overturned ( ) sustained ( ) overturned 

0167-80-PA-8C-01C3 A08 Vine Street (Peter Tomson Building) -Phiiadelphi a/Co. 



Q) 
USE origlial 

ESTIMATED COST 

intermediate 

FINAL COST 
new 

HOUSING UNITS before after FEDERAL FUNDS C )no ( ) yes 

NHL ( ) NHL D i s t r i c t ( ) NR ( ) NR D i s t r i c t (*) State/local D i s t r i c t ( ) Proposed ( ) 

Name of d i s t r i c t Old C i t y listed/certifie§/^/^^ 

NAME AND ADDRESS OF OWNER Ragan-Weston, Inc. 
114 Qiestnut Street 
FMla.PA 19106 

SIGNIFICANCE 
PSS.IKINARY 

r r e c l v e J I 0 V 2 6 t 3 8 
MFROFOSED WORK COKPLETED WOSK 

Date received r r e c l v e J I 0 V 2 6 t 3 8 ''Oace received Dece received 

Data info requested Dace lafo requeaced Dace lafo requeaced Dace Info requested 

Dece info received Dace Info received Dace Info- received Dece info received 

Dece of acdon- Dace of accloa Dece of accion Dace of accion 

( ) coacrlbuclnf 

( ) noa-concrlbttCinc 

( ) concribuClng 

( } noa-concribuClr.g 

( ) approved ( ) approved/ 
condlclona 

( } withheld ( ) denied 

( ) approved ( ) denied 

( ) condlciooai Reviewer ( ) p lna Reviewer 

APPEAL APPEAL 

Dace received Dace of accioo Dace received Dace of accion 

( ) sustained ( ) overturned ( ) suacained ( ) overturned 

0175-81-PA 114 uiestnut btreet pfliiaaeipnia uniiaaeipnia 
SHPO EVALUATION C H contributing C ) non-contributing C ) no conment Date 11/12/80 



) 


