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F o r m 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R 
( J u l y 1969) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type a l l entries — complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E ; 

Penns;'-lvan.ia 
C O U N T Y : 

Phi lade lphia 
F O R N P S U S E O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

! . N A M E 

Society H i l l t l '^vv^ 1)." f 

21 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Society H i l l (V/ashington Square East Redevelopment Area) 
2. LOCATtON 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

(see Continuation Sheet) 
T Y O R T O W N : 

Phi lade lph ia 
S T A T E 

Pennsrlv.anj 1,0 

C O U N T Y : 

\ ^. NATION, 

3. CLASSfFICATION ML 
C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

E K D i s t r i c f • B u i l d i n g 

• S i te • S t ruc ture 

• O b i e c t 

O W N E R S H I P 

• P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

3 Both 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P r o c e s s 

[ 1 B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d 

•rr ' 

Q O c c u p i e d 

i I U n o c c u p i e d 

^ P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

• A C C E S S I B L E 

T O - T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d 

I I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

C o m m e r c i a l 

I i E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r ta inment 

I I Government 

I I Indus t r ia l 

I I M i l i t a r y 

useum 

c r Pork 

P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e 

1 ^ R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

[ I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

[ I Comments 

! 4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Various Ovmers 
S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Philadelphia 
1$. LOCATfON OF LEGAL DESCRtPTION 

Pennsylvania 42 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Cit;- Hall , - Records O f f i c e , 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Broad and liarket Streets 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Phi lade lph ia 

6. REPRESfNTATION IN EXISTtNG SURVEYS 

Pennsylvania 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i c to.erican Bui ldings Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1 9 3 5 ^ 2_n U _ ^ ^ Q ' ; ? . 5 3 • State • Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Library of Con^ r̂ress 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

801 19th Street N. W, 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Washington 
S T A T E : 

D. C. 



7. D E S C R t P T I O N 

CONDITION 
silent 

(Check One) 

• Good • Fair • Deteriorated • Ruins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

Altered • Unaltered 

(Check One) 

• Moved H Original Site 

E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Typically, the early houses of Society H i l l are of rg(L.b,rick, l a i d i n 
Flemish bond, often with glazed headers. Trim i s usually of wood with 
vj'ajter. tables and belt courses of either marble or moulded brick. P_ent 
eaves are not uncommon. Although the period facades of most early houses 
have been preserved, and several retain their original interiors, many 
houses have interiors of contemporary,- design and bear vdtness to the ease 
with which historic buildings can be adapted to a modem l i f e style without 
sacrificing the quality of the surroimding streetscape. 

Among the historicallj'" important structures in Society H i l l are several 
Kational Historic Landmarks and several buildings Tjhich are already l i s t e d or 
the National Register. Some of the Major buildings and iiiportant areas are 
l i s t e d below. (A '.A' 

1. 

2. 

Head House and New Market, Located on Second Street between 
Pine and Lombard. The Head House, bui l t in 1S04, as a f i r e ­
house, i s recognized as an outstanding example of geor^an 
architecture. The market, con^irised of brick archedTmaJket 
sheds adjoining the Head House, was begun i n 1745, and orig-
Inall;^ occupied the entire two blocks between Pine and South 
Streets. However, in 1957 the s ta l l s between South and 
Lombard were demolished and i n 1962 the remainder of the 
market was rehabilitated and restored. 

Head House Square consists of both sides of Second Street 
between Pine and Staiper Streets, since the eighteenth centulr.-', 
a market area fo r the c i t y . These buildings facing the Hew 
Market have always served a dual residential-commercial 
purpose, with ground level shops and livin.g quarters above. 
The.area was rehabilitated in I965-66 and i s an outstanding 
example of a viable commercial-residential mixture i n which 
a pleasant streetscape has not been sacr i f iced. 

St. Peter's Episcopal Church, 3rd and Pine Streets, was de­
signed by Robert Smith in I763. St, Peter's has i t s original 

"w5i"e-glass pulpi t ' jji i t s o"riginal location at the west end o. 
the nave, opposite the a l tar , George and Martha Washington 

m 
m 

70 

rO 

z 

attended services here when the.y were in Philadelphia, and 
Benjamin Franklin was Imown to have been a frequent v i s i t o r . 
Many notable Philadelphians are buried i n the quiet church­
yard, among them Benjamin Chevj-, Nicholas Biddle, Stephen 
Decatur and Charles Willson Peale, 

4, Third, and Scots Presbyterian, better knov-n as "Old Pine 
^^^^j Street Church," at 4th and P?lne, i s the only surviving 
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2. Location 

BoLmdaries: 

North boundary?- l ine of properties fronting on the north side 
of Walnut Street, to and including the south boundary l ine of 
the properties fronting on the north side of Lombard Street. 
And from the pier l ine of the Delaira.re Pj.ver to the westem 
property lines of the buildings on the west side of Eighth 
Street. 
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6. Representation i n Existing Surveys 
Old Philadelphia Survey' v 
Date; 1931 Local 

Location of Records; Free Library of Philadelphia, Logan C i r c l e 
Philadelphia, Penn 

Philadelphia H i s t o r i c a l Commission Survey  
Date: 1955? constant rev i s i o n Local 

Location of Records: Philadelphia H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
1313 City H a l l Annex-, Philadelphia, Penn 

Philadelphia City Planning Commission  
Washington Square Redevelopment Area Plan  
Date: I96I Local 

Location of Records: Philadelphia City Planning Commission 
13th and l4 t h Floor, City H a l l Annex 
Philadelphia, Penn 

JUW 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

S T A T E 

Pennsylvania 
COUNTY 

Philadelphia 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R i e. . 

(Number att entries) 

7. Continued 

b. 

i-'/m 7. 

8. 

9. 
p/)6̂  

c o l o n i a l Pniladelphia Presbyterian church. The building was 
begun i n 1766, but numerous alterations and additions have 
completely cnanged i t s character. Because of the patriot a c t i v i 
t i e s of i t s f i r s t pastor, the Rev. George D u f f i e l d , the B r i t i s h 
burned the pews for fuel and converted the church i t s e l f into a 
hospital during t h e i r occupation of Philadeiphia. Both Benjamir 
Rush and John Adams were f a i t h f u l members of the congre^aJ>ion. 

Old St. JosepK's i n Willings Alley i s the oldest Roman Catholic 
parish i n Philadelphia, founded i n 175'+. Tiie present church 
building dates from lb3^5-39 and i s very unusual i n that i t was 
designed to f i t an i n t e r i o r l o t between Willing's Alley and 
Walnut Street. U n t i l recent demolition of several buiidings on 
Walnut Street, entrance to the church was through an iron gate 
and along a secluded passageway to a door (̂ n' the , church's 
courtyard, and was symbolic of the d i f f i c u l t i e s encountered, 
even i n o f f i c i a l l y tolerant Philadelphia, by l 9 t h century 
Catholics. .i; : ; 

Old St. Mary's at 244 S. 4th Street, i s the c i t y ' s oldest 
Catholic church i n continuous service. I t was b u i l t i n l7t>3 
but has been extensively remodelled. In 1779, St. Mary's was 
the scene of the f i r s t public religous service commenorating the 
Declaration of Independence. In I78I, George Washington joined 
tne Continental Congress here for a thanksgiving service follow-j-
ing the American victory at Yorktown. Commodore John Barry i s 
buried i n tne churchyard. ^ 

Holy T r i n i t y , located at bth and Spruce, was b u i l t i n 17^9 by 
German Catholics from neighboring St. Joseph's and St. Mary's, 
U n t i l the 1920's, i t s services and sermons were s t i l l i n German 

Mother Bethel A.M.E. Church at 6th and Lombard, i s the oldest 
parcel of r e a l estate owned continuously by Negroes i n the 
United States. The church was founded i n 1793 by Richard Allen 
a former slave who had bought his freedom. Here i n Ittlb, the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church was founded as a national 
organization, with Allen as i t s f i r s t Bishop. The present 
building dates from IO90. 

St. George's Greek Orthodox Cathedral at 250 S. 8th Street, was 
o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t for St. Andrew's Episcopal Church i n l822. 
The architect was jonn Haviland and t h i s i s certainly one of 
his finest designs, an outstanding example of his a b i l i t y to 
use h i s t o r i c a l sources. Haviland was a member of St. Andrew's 
and i s buried beneath the church. Since 1922, the building has 
housed St. George's. 
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7* Continued 

10. 

(3^ 

11. 

12 . 

A 

The Powel House, 244 S. 5rd Street, i s one of the major domes­
t i c buildings i n Philadelphia and i s well-known among a r c h i ­
tectural historians for i t s superb i n t e r i o r d e t a i l s . The 
house was b u i l t i n 1765 and owned by Samuel Powel, l a s t c o i -
oniax mayor of Philadelphia and i t s f i r s t mayor under the 
United States f l a g . George V/ashington was a close friend of 
Powel's and v i s i t e d here often. The house i s owned and main­
tained by the Philadelphia Society for the Preservation of 
Landmarks. Two rooms have been removed to the Metropolitan 
Museum and the Philadelphia Museum of Art, and have been re­
placed with reproductions. (Pr i o r to acquisition by PSPL) 

Tne Luke Morris House, 255 South 8th Street, i s considered by 
many arch i t e c t u r a l historians to be an outstanding of i t s 
period and s t y l e . B u i l t i n 1787» i t was the home of Luke 
Morris, a prominent brewer. The house was a center of P h i l a ­
delphia's early s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l l i f e . Few alterations 
nave been made, as i t was owned and occupied by seven gener­
ations of Morrises. 

The Hill-Physick House, 321 S. 4th Street, was b u i l t ca. l7b6 
by Henry H i l l , a member of the Pennsylvania Assembly and Exec­
utive Council 17y4-i7»a. From 1790 to l837, i t was the horae 
of Dr. P h i l i p Syng Physick, the "Father of American Surgery." 
With i t s superb Federal fanlight doorway, i t i s the only re­
maining example of the large Philadelphia residence of the 
Federal era. I t i s owned and maintained by the Philadelphia 
Society for the Preservation of Landmarks. 

The Todd House, 3^3 Walnut Street, was b u i l t i n 1775, and i s a|i 
example of a t y p i c a l c o l o n i a l corner house, with entry on the 
gable end. From 1791 to l793» i t was the home of Dolley Payne 
,Todd, l a t e r the wife of James Madison. The house i s owned and 
laintained by Independence National H i s t o r i c a l Park and i s 
urnished and open to the public. 

15. 

The Bishop White House, 309 Walnut Street, i s a brick Federal 
townhouse with fine i n t e r i o r d e t a i l s . From 1783 to l836, i t ŵ s 
the home of the Rt. Rev. William Wnite, f i r s t Protestant h'pis-
copai Bishop of Pennsylvania. I t i s open to the public and i s 
owned by Independence National H i s t o r i c a l Park, 

The Thomas Sully House, 530 Spruce Street, i s a National His­
t o r i c a l Landmark and i s on the National Register. I t i s a 
f a i r l y t y p i c a l Federal tovmhouse which was i n 1525-29 occupied 
by the noted p o r t r a i t i s t , Thomas S u l l y . 

more 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOR IC P LACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

fiVumber all entrlee) 

7. Continued 

l b . The Rhoads-Barclay House, 217 Delancey Street was b u i l t i n 
fjfiS)'^ 1758 by Samuel Rhoads, the huuse carpenter, who b u i l t Ben­

jamin Franklin's house and earUer the East Wing of the 
Pennsylvania Hospital. Rhoads was also mayor of Philadelphia 
i n 177^. The house was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t for Alexander Barclay-
Comptroller of the Port of Philadelphia. The Rhoads-Barclay 
House i s an excellent example of a small colonial town house land 
i t s i n t e r i o r s are almost completely i n t a c t . I t i s privately 
owned. 

17. 24l Pine Street and Drinker's Court at 236-38 Delancey Street], 
together constitute an outstanding example of early land use. 
Because of high r e a l estate values i n the co l o n i a l c i t y , i t 
was common to develop inner courtyards behind larger houses 
facing onto the street. ^41 Pine was b u i l t ca. I763 by John 
Drinker, who also b u i l t the adjoining Drinker's Court, which 
consists of two small gambrel roofed pent-eaved houses, each 
with tl3£ee "bandbox" houses adjoining on the rear aiTd facing 
onto a small courtyard. Both Drinker's Court and 24l Pine 
Street have been be a u t i f u l l y restored. Drinker's Court i s 
the only surviving group 
H i l l area. 

of bandbox houses i n the Society 



|ti. SIGNIFICANCE 

U 

r> 

Z 

tu 

PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 • 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th C e n t u r y • 17th Cen tu ry 

1 ^ 18th Cen tu ry 

0 19th C entury 

H 20th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (U Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

A b o r i g i na l 

( I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

1 2 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

Commerce 

[ I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

1 I E d u c a t i o n 

i I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I Industry 

I I Invent ion 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I 1 L i t e r o t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

1 I Music 

• P o l i t i c a l 

1 3 R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

I I S c i e n c e 

I I Scu lp tu re 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i an 

• T h e a t e r 

I i T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

£^ Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

The area knovm as Spciety..^_Hill corcprises., the original and oldest 
portion of the. city as l a i d out in 16S2 by Thomas Holme, surveyor for 
the proprietor, William Penn. The name i s derived from the Free Society 
of Traders, who bought 20,000 acres from Penn, "Within the d i s t r i c t are 
over 575 historically certified eighteenth centurj^ and nineteenth century 
commercial, residential, and religious structures, nearly a l l of which 
have been restored or rehabilitated as part of the Washington Square East 
Redevelopment Project. 

As the f i r s t large-scale urban renewal project to plan for historic 
preservation and certainly one of the most successfLl, Washington Square 
East has received national acclaim. It involved the removal of a i-Jhole-
sale produce market from the area, the construction of three apartment 
towers (designed by I. M. Pei) and numerous tira- and three-stor;,r con-
tenporar;/ tovm houses, and the rehabilitation and restora4?ion of the 
existing eighteenth and early nineteenth century houses. Society H i l l ' s 
major contribution to urban planning has been the success vdth which the 
nev: vrork v;as related to the old, and the preservation of the ambience of 
the neighborhood. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

? rimary; 

Philadelphia Kis to r i ca l Coriimission f i l e s , containing briefs of t i t l e , 
insurance surveys, early and present photographs, and other pertinent 
data on each h i s to r i ca l ly ce r t i f i ed building in Philadelphia^ 

Secondary: 
See Continuation Sheet. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

C O R N E R LATITUDE L O N G I T U D E 

NW 

NE 

SE 

SW 

Degrees M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

39 ° 5"4 • 53 » 

39° S-6 ' 49 " 

Degrees M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

75 ° 09 • I fe " 
75 ° 0 8 • SO " 
7S ° 0 5 • ^3 -
IS ° 09 • 19 -

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Deg rees M i n u t e s Seconds 

L O N G l T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s Seconds 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N ' A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 1 5 0 a C r ^ S 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R , P R O P E R T1 E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

\ ^ -
S T A T E : . 1 , i C O D E C O U N T Y C O D E 

\ ^ -
S T A T E : . 1 , i C O U N T Y 

C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E C O U N T Y : 

S T A T E : . ^ ^ ^ t O ^ C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E S T A T E : . ^ ^ ^ t O ^ C O U N T Y : 

S T A T E : ' - - . ^ ' f ! \ C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E S T A T E : ' - - . ^ ' f ! \ C O U N T Y : 

11. FORM P R E P A R E D BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Mary C. Means, for the Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c a l and Kuseum Gommission 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c a l and i-;useurn Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

William penn Memorial Museum 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Harrisburg 
12. STATE LIAfSON OFFtCER CERTIFICA I ION 

As the designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according tff the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the Nationaf Park Service. The recommended 

level of significa 

National 

be of this nomination,is: 

State Local • 

Name 

Ti t le 

State Liaison Officer 

Executive Director 

Pa, Historical and Museum Commission 

Date 

Pennsylvania 42 
NATIONAL REGtSTER VERtFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

m 2 3 1971 
Date 

A T T E S T : 

Date 

Keeper of The Ofational Regis 

3; > 
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August, I960. 

Morrison, Hugh, Early American Architecture, Nev/ York, 1952. 

Sellers, Horace Wells, "Old Philadelphia Survey/' unpublished typescript 
of a report on the 1931 A. I. A. survey. Copies at American Philosophical!. 
Society and at the Philadelphia Historical Commission. 

Tatum, George B. Penn's Great Town; 250 Years of Philadelphia Architecture 
Philadelphia, 1961. 

" Urban Renewal:RemaJcing the American Citj'-," Time, IXXXIV, November 6, I964 

Wallace, Philip B, and M. Luther M i l l e r Colonial Houses of Philadelphia; 
Pre-Revolutionar^- Period. New York, 1931, (i960). 

Wallace, Philip B. Colonial Iromvork i n Old Philadelnhia, NewYork, 1930, 
(I960). 

Vfliite, Theo B. et a l . , Philadelphia Architecture in the Nineteenth Century 
Philadelphia, 1953. ; •''•'•>. 

Tinkcom, Margaret B. "The New Market in Second Streets," Pennsylvania 
Magazine of History and Biography, October, 1958, 

x^^K A^ 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

S T A T E 

P e n n s y l v a n i a 
C O U N T Y 

P h i l a d e l p h i a 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

APR 2 b ly/z 
(Nimiber att entries) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Benson, Adolph B., ed.. The America of 1750: Peter Kalm's Travels 
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City Archives of the City of Philadelphia. Tax Records. 
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H i s t o r i c a l Society of Pennsylvania. Collections of manuscripts, 
maps, atlases, old newspaper adds, etc. 

Ordinances. Corporation of the D i s t r i c t of Southwark and the 
Acts of Assembly Relating Thereto, (Philadelphia, 1829). 

Philadelphia H i s t o r i c a l Commission f i l e s which include briefs of 
t i t l e , photos and pr i n t s , insurance records (Philadelphia 
Constributionship, Mutual Assurance Company, Fir e Association), 
w i l l s and inventories. HABS measured drawings for 704 South 
Front Street. 

Scharf, J . Thomas and Westcott, Thompson, History of Philadelphia 
1609-1884, (Philadelphia, 1884)• 

Tinkcom, Dr. Margaret B,:̂  "Southwark, A River Community: Its 
Shape and Substance", Proceedings of the American Philosophical 
Society, Vol. 114, No. 4, August 1970. 

Watson, John F., Annals of Philadelphia and Pennsylvania, (Phila­
delphia, 1927). 



PJuCSIPT PROPER' 

DATE OP RHCEXPT 
DATA PAGE 

lalllUL 

3SCRIP «S) 

YES NO Nî iB.Ea 
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WASO-9 UNITED S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E INTERIOR 
(Ntyr. 1 9 ^ ) „ . o N A T I O N A L P A R K SERVICE 

WASHINGTON O F F I C E 

^Af̂ r̂ rs u^nr, T>t?n non F O L L O W - U P S L I P 

Ti: MOMO ggi REGQID Date June 23^ 1Q71 
(.Keep vrith control sheet) 

As control sheet indicates, staff raised several questions about v;hat i s 
being recognized here. According to Keeper, form should be interpi-eted as 
meaning' that the nev.' buildings should be regarded aa confoming excellently to 
the old. Thus --re are NOT recognizing this primarily as an urban renev/al 
project but as an historic d i s t r i c t containing some nev; structures that 
haftnonlze with and are well integrated into an historic smbience. Perhaps one 
might dravr the b6undaries to e:cclude the towers, but Keeper feels this i s not 
really necessary, (The photos ara s6mewhat misleading in that they are 
taken to stress the renewal project,) 

NOT TO BB FILED Signature Herrick 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION ')l:>l7» 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

^ 1 ^ 1 ^ December 22, 1970 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

D r . W i l l i a m J . Mur tagh 
Keeper of the Na t iona l Reg i s t e r 
Nat iona l P a r k Serv ice 
801 - 19th Street, N . W. 
Washington, D . C . 20006 

Dear D r . ^ A t f r t a g h : 

M y Of f i ce has advised you of the Ph i l ade lph ia H i s t o r i c a l 
C o m m i s s i o n ' s concern fo r the p rese rva t ion of ce r ta in 
h i s t o r i c a l l y ce r t i f i ed buildings i n Ph i l ade lph ia which have 
recent ly been served wi th notice of acqu is i t ion by the State 
Highway Department. These 21 houses are in the 600 block of \ ^TIMI^ 

S. Front Street, the 600 block of S. Hancock Street and the 100 \ l^ct^ui^jtl 
block of Bainbridge Street. 0\ vJ\AX^ 

The Ph i l ade lph ia H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n has asked this Depar t ­
ment whether procedures fo r acqu i r ing these h i s t o r i c a l dwellings 
can be stopped and whether Sect ion 4(f) of the Department of 
Transpor ta t ion A c t applies to the si tuat ion. 

We have wr i t t en to the F e d e r a l Highway A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and 
have advised the Ph i l ade lph ia H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n that they 
should get i n touch wi th their State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r to the 
Nat iona l Reg i s t e r . We sha l l keep you advised . 

* S ince re ly , 

0 ^ /-fU(_ 

M i c h a e l Caff-«rty 
A c t i n g Ass i s t an t Secre tary fo r 

Envi ronment and Urban Systems 

Enc losu res 

DEC 2 8 1970 



OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

December 29,1970 

Dear D r . Mur tagh (in l i eu of buck s l ip) : 

Enc losed are two sets of m a t e r i a l re la t ing to current status 
of the pro jec t . We are checking F e d e r a l Highway but, inthe 
meantime (as indicated i n the le t ter to M r . Tyson) , we 
bel ieve that some of the act ion has to come out of the of f ice 
of the State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r . 

We sha l l keep you advised . 

Happy New Y e a r l l 

DEC 3 0 1970 





















January 4, 1971 

Honorable Victor W. Anckaitis 
Secretary 
DepartiMnt of Transportation 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

My dear Secretary: 

Tbe Hiiladelphia Bistorical CoaMission bas again ranemd its 
concern over the preservation of Boam 21 buildings in the block betveeo 
South and Bainbridge Streets on South Front and Soutb Hancock Streets in 
Philadelphia in relation to tl» Crosstown Expresstmy. 

It was the impression here that the Crosstown Expressvay had been 
elininated fro« the Philadelphia project, but the letter fro« the Connission 
indicated tbat the three buildings definitely have been acquired by the 
State Highway Dapartaent and that the others have served notice of pending 
acquisition. 

It would be helpful to us if your office could infora us of the 
status of tha Crosstown Expressway. Ve should also like to in<piire whether 
federal funding is involved io this project. 

This entire distriet has been placed on UM Kational Register of 
Historic Places, and its historical isq^rtance is very considerably en* 
hanced by tbe prospects of the need to preserve as ontcb as possible of old 
Philadelphia in relation M tlw Bioantcanial. 

Cordially, 

S. K. STEVSMS 
Executive Director 

S s 
cc: Mr. Williara J. Murtagh \/ 

Mr. Charles R. Tyson 
Mr. Michael Cafferty 
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C O M M O N W E A L T H O F P E N N S Y L V A N I A 

P E N N S Y L V A N I A H I S T O R I C A L A N D M U S E U M C O M M I S S I O N 

p. O . B o x I 0 2 6 , H A R R I S B U R G , P E N N S Y L V A N I A I 7 I 0 8 

E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R 

December 21, 1971 

D r . W i l l i a m Mur tagh 
Keeper of the Nat iona l Reg i s t e r 
Nat iona l P a r k Serv ice 
801 19th Street , NW 
Washington, D . C . 20006 

Dear D r . Mur tagh : 

I enclose a copy of a le t ter f r o m D r . M a r g a r e t T i n k c o m 
vi^hich r e f e r s to a p r o b l e m concerning the eas te rn boundary of the 
Society H i l l d i s t r i c t . 

I have d i scussed this mat ter wi th M a r y Means by phone, 
and I understand your of f ice i s agreeable to making the change men­
tioned i n the le t te r . 

This would involve changing the wording of the eas tern 
boundary f r o m "the p ier l ine of the Delaware R i v e r " to read " f r o m 
the east side of F ron t Street . " 

S ince re ly yours , 

S, K . S T E V E N S 

S 1 



C I T i r O F PZ:i]LAI^I3]LPHIA 

December I J , 1971 

PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
1313 City Hall Annex, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107 

MU 6-4543 and MU 6-4583 

CHARLES R. TYSON, Chairman 
RICHMOND P. MILLER, Vice Chairman 
EDWARD PINKOWSKI 

. JOHN TAXIN 
HON. JOHN B. KELLY, JR., Councilman-at-LorgB• 
WILLIAM A-. COSTELLO 

Commissioner of Public Property . 
ROMANUS J . BUCKLEY, Director of Finance . 
DR. MARGARET B. .TINKCOM, Historian 
MRS. CHARLES J . MAURER 

Executive Assistant to the Chairman 

Dr. S. K. Stevens, Executive Director 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum. Commission 
Wil 11 am Penn Museum and Archives Building 
Box 1026 Harrisburg, Permsylvania I7IOS 

Dear Steve: 

The Commission's attention has been called to the fact thd.t 
the boundary l ine fo r the Society H i l l Dis t r ic t on the 
National Register fo3rm i s occassioning a problem i n the 
United States Department of Transportation, May I , 
therefore, request you to "write a le t te r to Dr. Murtagh 
changing the eastern boundary of the Society H i l l 
D i s t r i c t from '-the pier l ine of the Delaware Pdver" to 
read "from the east side of Front Street." I trust this 
m i l tal<:e care of the problem and permit the Transportation 
Department to ej?5edite the e:}<pressway. 

Since no d i s t r i c t form fo r Southwark has yet been f i l e d -
individual nomination forms are i n the Harrisburg or Washington 
of f ice i i for the most significant properties on the west side 
of Front Street betvreen Bainbridge and Kenllworth - I 
assiaae that no similar change i s required fo r the Southv^ark 
D i s t r i c t . Hcwever, the same east boundary coifLd be used 
for th i s d i s t r i c t should one be needed, 

Yoia-s sincerely. 

i t c 

( 
Dr. Margaret B. Tinkcom 
Historian 

MBT :pas 



Mt,* VstSi S0f»(^j S)eal$j3i ^D^Kisf 

^eemsxatt&titm asSL Safety Balidlae 

HBjTlshm'g, Pimmgi^Ksaigi Xf3J0& 

In wesigesis& to ĵ eur telî K̂me re^tt Oif Febfuex̂ r ifr* 29^» H «3 
ew>lo*>lns a tlu& letter ehaag^ ^ «ftst«m bouoaialeit 
of tlte ^^^^S^IMIX ISlfffcariet* 1 lacĝ  thl« €k'asx9 the prc^c^ 
in tJUii ex«sa» 

l<et 1% cHQatitmj i f 3^ ecee aot <!47«^ a»are of itj t!ast aa ^aviim* 
stestel iiî ect 6t^«ia«al « m l>e jm ŝmey cmattmOiaF tke 700 
lOofik of @. @tr< ,̂ in tiui tvttst tMc stetldot &9 fil«» 
«Bti»?«l into Clonal Bi^«t«?« Siaee tits tts^ of t2>e l»loeli 
18 pe!]aiSi«i@» if̂ ti u i^ to b» worklDg oa tHitt ftlfiteiBtittt in t&e 
iotsTttot̂  of saiflsg tioe* 

If tk«i«e &d sqyt̂ dUig «e dio to cuHtist n̂ nxi&t <ti> not lundtate 
to caii. 

cc$ Mr. ViUlQm J Vemer, Deputy Dljr̂ tor̂  Peaxû lvanla Hlstoorlcal 
and I&»€um Coomlssionf WUUam Pena Measorlal Museuo & 
Aleves BuUfliog Box 1<S£ Qan̂ fifltnirg, Besoeylvania 17108 

MLrectar, northeast Region w/ey inc. 

I - Mr. Winge 

HR w/cy inc. BASIC FILE RETAIiaED IS HR MMeans:vel 3-6-72 



APR 1 0 1973 

April 2, 1973 

ifr. Ploytl a. ŷde 
IMder Secretary Dcslg^te 
Depttrtsaeat of ^ ŝslng end Urban 

&«vclo|aiKjnt 
451 7th St.^ SM. 
EasMi^oa, D.G. 20401 

0/Ty.Y 
H [/ 

HH 

Boar Mr. ̂ fde: 

ISie Advisory Council is presantly concerned ^th tls proposed daaoHtion 
of the buildiog^ at 700-114 Spruce StrE^» ^ladolphia, Pegmaylvatttat 
i»hlch coBiprise a portion of tho S<^ety Hill Historic District^ a proper^ 
listed on the Satlcmal Register o£ Historic Places. 'Zha Spraeo Street 
buildings arc fine taEaŝ Iaa of Greek Revival architecture. They »ere 
probably designed by l!lu83as U. Salter, tihe noted architect «tu> desigaed 
tho docKi of the D.S. Capital. Spns^ Street, froci the DelaHsre Siver to 
the Schuylkill BlVer, is ccaiustid̂ ired to bo xxm of, if not the beat survlvins 
record of the evolatiosi of Actorican doGsestic architecture and ttei xm of 
buildii^s iia qucstioa is aa integral part of tMs record. 

As a part of the urbsii resell progran of the Rcdevolopcsî t iUithorlty of 
the City of fhiladel^Ma, a contract naa exccat^ betseen the Authority 
and FeoQSylvania Sofpltal in 1969, This contract provides ^lat those 
pro|>ortiea o«»ed by tha Bospital (700-704) and thc^ baildiQ^ o»ned by 
the Aothority (706<<7I4) « i l l be rcspeetively desxiliahed and the Authority 
t^ill thea c<Hsvey title to their (̂̂ xnrty to tixa Qĉ spital. liithin h tsontha 
of this transfer the Hospital ia to coDaaeoce cons true ticm of its csqtanded 
facilities. 

ISiis area la witiiin the UlasMogtoa Square Ease Drbtm B îeisal Area, Unit 
fio. 3 (Project A-4-21) which loas approved \fj UUD in the early I960's as 
a conventional urban renê ml project. lOacreverf in January 1368 the project 
was converted to a t?eigh&4«hodd Dcvelopiaent Progran requiring approval by 
HUB of the HDP on an annual l^ la . Subsequent KDP'a were prepared and 
apprcfved by HUI> for all sueceediAg years tbrouali tbe present. In June 1971 
1^ Society Hill Bistorie District leas placed on tiie National Register of 
Bistorie Places. Tbe refer e, the KDP*s approved £or 1972 «md 1973 shoold 
hove taken into account tba Satlooal Register atatos of the Society Bill 
Bistorie District. In addition, the agraeisent betsŝ it the Authority zsA 
the Bospitalj which Incorporated the developisent plffiis, iras approved by BOD 
in early 1972, subaeqmmt to the Natî aal Bagister listing. 

_c<«yes? e isith your Separtcfiat and undcar the provisions of 
EKeeotivo Order 11593. J!£»otectiQn and Sahmtcasasnt of the Oiltoral Environ-
gjftnt" CHay 13,̂  1971), a oectiMis was held .-with interested parties in 
l^iXadeli^la on Feteusry 16. At this ti3s& demolition by both the Authority 



s»d the Bsepital «8tts insdi^t* Eosever, the aeatis® revealed several 
qocstignable issues and at the reqtsest of the Chairmsi of the Cmmcll (by 
tel^TS^ of Pebmsaxy 21) the Authority has agreed to delay deQoliti<m 
until furtdier fiotice. 

The principle issues iraised at the taeeting are as follons: 

1. Xhe ccmtract betĉ seai the Authority and the E!>spital requires 
that the Bospital coDissnce work ̂ thin 6 laonths of perfoniiaiu:e 
^ the Authority (dsasolitloa of 706-714 Spruce Street). At the 
t.\m. the contract »̂ss executed the Sbspital had arr̂ uaged for 
finimciUxg through the DGtaaetoaast of Bealth, Edncatitm Mid 

c Welfare'a Hi 11-Barton program. Bovaver, since that tisse the 
iilll̂ ]̂ xrton ftHKfs have been r̂ithdram the Bospital h^ 
indicated that it csay not Mve the financing necessary to 
perforiQ under the contract, therefore, it laay be that the 
Bospital, as the developer, lacks the necessary fiaaoclal 
respoQSibility required by BSD regnlatioas. 

2, "Jhe proposed iSospital develojaaent plan is iacoasiiitcnt vrith the 
px^mt urban reissiisl plan and inconeistant ^th tiie plan in 
eff@:t at tha tiioe the contract «as signed. Therefore, the 
Bosptial'a developc^t proposal mst be asend^ to cowform to 

urban r^»n«al planj, or the urbaa resesal plan sojst be 
ffisesded to he csmsistant with the Eospital*s plan. ° 

tsx light of the î KR^ issues and the laaJor sigiaif icance of the National 
Register properties proposed for detnolition, tte Council is sost coaeemM 
tiffit a l l altei^£»tiv>es that xmx\& oX\xr» f<»r retaieiss all or part of these 
strsctures he explored. This my include an iavestisstion toto the 
propriety of conalderiog another developer or a cô dê 'eloper with the Bospital. 

Iloreover, it he noted that Henty K^assiaer, represieating the local 
chapter of the American Institute of Architects, has inforsoed theCouncil 
that he is attoi^tiss to orgdni^ ̂  atwl̂  of altematives that one of 
his considerations ia the reported possibility of a neî er of the Pennsylvania 
Botpitai with ncarfcy Thcaaas Jef£ers4>n; Bolveraity H<x»pital ohich laty eliiaiQate 
m reditce the need tm proposed espaasion of Penntylvanla Bospital. A 
copy of Hr. l̂ agaziaer** letter is enclosed. 

In any avent, ths; Oomxcil requests that 'tsSs& tise following steps: 

1. ItetercBlne the applicability of Sectloit 106 of the Hational 
Historic Prcservati<m Act. 

2. Ifet̂ ialne whether an envirooasBtttai stateiaeat pursuant to 102(C) 
of the Hational BpvironEseatal Protection Att of 19&9 is required 
for the present IQff. 

3. T<^ all po«»iblc stepa to cosily with the directiim of 
Sectiott 1(3) of Es^utive Ordor 11593 includiag: 

a. Petermine the f inanciai capability of the Bospital to be 
the davelopcr. 



b* Oatenaine the legality of the contract bet»een the 
Bospital and the Authority. 

c. S!i:|>lore all alternatives that ^uld allm for developiaent 
tihich vould he coiapatible vith the aicss of the Utban 
Ee:»!0al plan aud the Bospital vhile providing for the 
retention of the Spruce Street properties, 

tkm Council staff la available to render all possible assistance to BPD 
in the resolution of thia saatter. 

Tlffiok you for y&tm cooperation. 

Sincerely yours. 

Kea T̂ pinan 
Coaplianca Officer 

cc: 
S. K. Stevens 
SLO-Pa 
FIO-HUD 
DD-Flynn 

DDG-File, Pa Society Hill HD EO 11593 
D]X;-Cardwell 



TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 
S C H O O L OF L A W 

P H I L A D E L P H I A , P E N N S Y L V A N I A 19122 

Septeiober 6, 1974 

Dr. William J. Murtheh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Dept. of Interior 
18th and C Sts. N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 10140 

Re: Society Hill National Historic District 

Dear Dr. Murtheh: 

I would be lnmensely appreciative of any information you might be able to 
forward to me, including maps and relevant documents, conceming the for­
mation and other characteristics of the Society Hill Historical District. 
I would hope I could receive Information also as to when the Society Hill 
Historic District was placed on the National Register. 

A substantial threat is currently pending against the westernmost portion 
of that district and there are several of us hopeful that we can secure 
adequate information to encourage some reconsideration of current plans. 
Thank you in advfuice for your assistance. 

Very truly yours. 

0BL:VM 
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HaA-PR OCT 1 8 1974 
| D \ \ 

1,̂  

Professor Olan B. Lowrey 
Tfisaple UaiVarslty 
School of Lat? 

Fhiladelphiai Peaasylvania 19122 

Bear. ProfeasoK Lqisxtsy? 
Tbaak you .for your recevit laeter col;^cemlnB the iIos.tet? EaJ.l Klatorle- i . 
.'Hf t̂iifj.f'.-t- which entered on tlia Slatibnal Jieglster oa June z i ^ 1971, 
¥e are enClpsins a leaf le t eneitled '*Tho t^ational fleglstor of Historic 
Places"' m i .copies of Public I^H S9^(iB5 and EKecutiva Order 11593. ;v.. 

Public h3^ S9--665, October 13., 1966,-autliorieee the Secretary o?. 
Interior to 1) ospand .sftj^ isaintaia the National. Register of districts-,' 
s l tsoj buildiagssj strxtctureSs and objects sigalfieant i n ^aQrican 
History^ oreMtectura, arclaeology, aad culture and grant funds to 
States for his tor ic surveyg and plans^ 2) establiah" progrfsas G£ 
EiatcMng 8rai5.t3-in-ald to States for preservation pro.1 ects?, and 
3) estsblisa a progr^. of e t ch ing grants^-ln-^sid for the I;lat-ionsi 
Trtiefc f o r Historie Preservation i n ths United Statea. 

Esecutive Ordar 11593, May 15, 1971,. requires Federal agency heads to 
locate, luvsatory and tuMalnatia to tho Hational Eegiater of Historic 
Places a l l apr-rapriate sifiee, buildings^ dlstrictSs ansS objects onder 
their jur isdic t ion or costrol . The Federal agency head can not 
trsasfer* se.li,j dsaiolisb or subBtanttally a l ter any pros>er£y on the 
Uat ional Regis tar of Historic Places UB.tli the Mvlsory Co^mcH on 
Ms to r i e Preserwatioa shal l feavc been proi#ldad an ©pportuaity to 
coEstQBt OU the proposal* The Councii vms established by.Public Law 
39-665, T i t l e I I , v/ith responaibility to adx'±£?e the President and 
Cocgrege on siacteEs relat ias to hiatoric f>re®ertvstioa and to 
cooperate witb the Hational TfruSt, State, a«ii l oca l governsisats, aad 
appropriat© public snd private agencies aad "^institutions i n furtharing 
historic pr©Borvaeion. 

l?e also suggest you coatact the Pcansylvanla Stat© Siatorlc Presarvatioa 
Of f i ce r , ?2r. William J- We^fari Safscutive Qlrectorj Pennsylvaniji 
f i l s toEical aiid l&sex^ Comlsolonj Box 1026,. Harrisburg, Pesaisylvanis 
17120. 



fhank you for your interest in historic prcsarvation. 

Sincerely yotirs, 

(TSgd.) William J. MurtagH 

^ Wllliasi J . K^rtagh 
Keeper of tfeie Hational Eegister 

Enclosures 

cc: Xtc. William J. Wewer •_ 
Executive Director, Pennsylvania 

Historical and Museiim Commission , 
Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania w/cy inc. 

FNP:W Lebovich:1ml:ifl9/27/74 
Rewritten: WLeb'ovich: 1ml: 10/11/74 
bcc: Regional Director, Mid Atlanctlc Region w/cy inc. 

Director's Reading F i l e 
DI 
DG w/cy inc. 
PR w/cy inc. 

PHASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR 

- A ^^^A 



WASO-9 UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
(Nov. 1966) N A T I O N A L P A R K SERVICE 

o " . WASHINGTON O F F I C E 

T.: , O M P FOLLOW.UP SLIP 

An EG issue has arisen with HUD i n Philadelphia regarding some town houses (possibly 
T.\J. Walter) i n the 700 block of Spruce Street owned by the Penna. Hospital. HUD has 
balked at compliance with Section 2(c); the Advisory Council i s backing us, however. 
HUD at f i r s t would not even fund a v i s i t by a member of our sta£f--saying that i t was 
incumbent on us i n offering "technical assistance" to assume th i s cost (something that 
reverses precedent established by such projects with the U.S. Corps of Engineers i n 
Nebraska and Missouri). They have agreed to fund an i n i t i a l v i s i t by a member of our 
s t a f f (John Bums, who has t h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y delegated to him). I f e e l , however, that 
important questions of poli c y and precedent may be tested by th i s case, and have arranged 
to go with John to meet the HUD representative, Jim Treadwell, and the representatives of 
the Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority, the Philadelphia H i s t o r i c a l Commission, and an 
architect for the new hospital. 

The meeting i s scheduled for Wednesday a.m., Dec. 14. 

KOT TO BB FILED Signature 
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Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation 
1522 K Street N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20005 

SEP 27 197B 

Mr. Benjamin J. Zerbey 
Acting Regional Director 
Mid-Atlantic Region 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
143 South Third Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106 

Dear Mr. Zerbey: 

On September 15, 1978, the Council received additional information 
requested in an August 31, 1978 letter to support your agency's 
determination that .the demolition of the existing maintenance, facility 
at the Independence National Historical Park, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
would not adversely affect the Society Hill Historic District, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, a property Included in the National Register 
of Historic Places. The Executive Director does not object to your deter­
mination. 

A copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along with supporting 
documentation and this concurrence, should be included in any assessment 
or statement prepared for this undertaking in compliance with the National 
Envlroiunental Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence 
of your compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Freservatlon 
Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320). 

Your continued cooperation is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Myra F. Harrison 
Assistant Director 
Office of Review 
and Compliance 

The Council is an independent unit of the Executive Branch of the Federal Government charged by the Act of 
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION 

BUREAU FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
BOX 10Z6 

HARRISBURG. PENNSYLVANIA 17108-1026 

National Regis ter of H i s t o r i c Places 
US Dept. of I n t e r i o r 
Carol S h u l l , Chief of Reg i s t ra t ion 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Re: NR Nomination Forms 

Dear Ms. S h u l l : 

The following National Register nomination forms are being 
submitted/resubmitted for your review and response: 

See attached 

The proposed action is: 

listing in the National Register 

determination of eligibility (owner objection) 

If you have any questions regarding the nominations please 
call us at (717) 783-8947. 

Ramsey, Chief 
fvision of Preservation Sfervices 

GR:sk 

JJN I 5 1987 



Colonial Gemiantcwn Historic District (Boundary Increase) 
Phiiadeiphia County 

Newtown Presbyterian Church 
Bucks County 

Society H i l l Historic District (Added Infonnation) 
PlrLladelphiia County 

Kimberton Historic District (Added Information/Boundary Increase) 
Chester County 

George F. T y l ^ Mansion 
Bucks County 

Tabor Home 
Bucks County 

L^per Aquetong Historic District 
Bucks County 

Taylor-Cope Historic District 
Chester County 

The Harlan House 
Chester County 

White Horse Farm 
Chester County 


