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The Conrad Weiser House is rectangular stone farmhouse, one-and-a half 
stories high, with a shingled gable roof and an interior gable-end 
chimney at the north and south ends. The house was b u i l t by Weiser in 
1729 on his farm which eventually totaled 1000 acres. There i s one room 
on the f i r s t floor which served as the kitchen, dining room, and parlo\r. 
The at t i c served as the sleeping quarters and there is a basement with an 
outside entrance. The fireplace on the south end of the house occupied 
the greater part of the wall and is equipped with a bakeoven as well. 
In 1751 the north end of the house was added to accomodate the growing 
family. The addition is l i t t l e more than an extension of the original 
structure, with a^ fireplace and a separate basement. The house burned 
and has been completely restored c. 1926 with period pieces including two 
chairs and a table owned by Weiser. 

Northeast of the house is a small combination springhouse-smokehouse */« 
which was also b u i l t by Weiser. The two story structure is stone with rn 
a non-historic t i l e roof. The smokehouse and fireplace are located on 
the second level, and the springhouse on the ground level. 

Aside from the two historic structures within the 26 acres of the park z 
are the two story stone house, circa 1834, just to the north of the ^̂  
Weiser House, which is inhabited by the caretaker, as well as a restroom 
and two service facilities to the west, and a log cabin which was moved 
there from the Juniata Valley. North of these structures, and west of 
the Weiser House are the graves of Weiser, his wife, and several of their 
children, as well as a statue of Shikellamy. With the exception of the n 
aforementioned five non-historic structures, the remainder of the 26 acres 
is landscaped with local shrubs and trees. These five buildings do not 
contribute to the national significance of the landmark. 

Boundaries: 

The landmark consists of the 26 acre memorial park, the only portion of 
the Weiser farm which is s t i l l open and relatively un-intruded-upon. 

Beginning at the iron pipe set at the intersection of U.S. 422 and the 
western boundary of the Conrad Weiser Memorial Park, proceed east along 
the south curb of Route 422 1319.5' to i t s intersection with the private 
lane forming the eastern boundary of said park^ thence south along said 
lane 770', thence west along the private lane forming the south boundary 
of said park 1204.7', thence north along the westem botindary of said 
park 1146.6' to the point of origin. 

TO 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE As thc principal colonial agent in the arbitration 
and implementation of Indian policy in Pennsylvania, Johann Conrad Weiser 
was largely instrumental in maintaining the peace along the western border 
of that State in the two decades preceding the French and Indian War. Born 
in Germany in 1696, Weiser emigrated with his family to New York in 1710, 
and in the winter of 1713-14 he lived in the Mowhawk Valley as the adopted 
son of Chief Quagnant of the Iroquois Confederacy. In 1729, Weiser moved 
to the Tulpehocken Valley of Pennsylvania, and in 1737, as one of the foremost 
sxperts in Indian affairs, he was delegated by James Logan as the colonial 
ambassador to the powerful Iroquois Onondaga Council. Weiser's mission was 
successful, and as a result, the powerful Six Nations of the Iroquois 
naintained peaceful relations with the colonists in Pennsylvania and elsewher 
through the French and Indian War. 

[he Conrad Weiser home on U.S. 422 in. present day Womelsdorf, Pennsylvania 
.s currently maintained as a commemorative museum by the Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum Commission. The one-and-a half story stone farmhouse, 
mxlt by Weiser in 1729, is located in a 26 acre park. 

Biography: 

vohann Conrad Weiser was bom on November 2, 1696, to well-to-do parents 
:.n Wurtte^jburg, Germany. Following the death of his wife, the elder Weiser 
<nd his eight children emigrated to New York in 1710. In 1714, the family 
J amily settled in Scholi^vU^'/U the winter of 1713-14 Conrad lived with the 
• Chief quagnant in the Mowhawk Valley, as his adopted son, learning 
liuch of the Mowhawk tongue and Indian customs. Weiser retumed to his 

^sSifSd^M^ o'w^^r ' ' ' ' ^ ' " ' ^ - l^^iirdispute"nd .stablished his own farj5 near an Indian village near S&harie. From 1719 

1.0 1729 he served the whites as an Indian interpreter, until in 1729 he 

ot tae troquois Six Nations in checking French expansion in the West, and he 
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convinced James Logan of this by 1730. In 1731 and 1736 Weiser and Shikellamy arranged 
for conferences in Philadelphia with Logan, the Penn^ representative which resulted 
in the PennV^ recognition of the Iroquois authority over the Indians within Pennsylvania 
borders. Although this new policy alienated the colonists' old alliej-jthe Delaware and 
the Shawnee, Weiser foresaw that i t would benefit the colonies as a whole. This was 
amply demonstrated in 1737, when Weiser was enjoined to make haste to the Ondondaga 
Council in New York, to invite Iroquois representatives to a peace conference in 
Williamsbrllg, Virginia, in order to avert a war between the Virginians and the Iroquois. 
Traveling in the dead of winter, Weiser arrived at the Council, exhausted to the point 
of collapse after six weeks of travel, ̂ an3)-succeeded in having the Council dispatch 
i t s runners^^^cal 1 o f f the preparations for war. -. ^ — 

At the treaty of Logstown (Ambridge) in 1748 Weiser won over the western tribes, thereby 
extending Pennsylvania Indian trade to the Mississippi and claiming the Ohio-Allegheny 
country for the English colonies. 

In the same year Shikellamy diedead with him went Weiser's commanding position as a 
backwoods diplomat. He remained one of the best of the interpreters until his death, 
but Sir William Johnson and George Croghan superseded him in the formulation of policy. 
Nontheless, most of the Iroquois remained allies of the English colonists through the 
French and Indian War. 

Weiser's further activities included service as Lieutenant-Colonel in the First 
Battalion of the Pennsylvania Regiment during the French and Indian War in 1756. 
For nearly two years that battalion under his command held a line of forts from the 
Susquehanna to the Delaware River. In 1758 he was an interpreter at the Easton peace 
conference, where the Iroquois forced the Delaware\ to cease h o s t i l i t i e s . 

Weiser also served as the f i r s t president judge of Berks County from 1752-60, and 
"airsê  helped to layout the town of Reading in 1755. In addition he was an active 
member of the German Reformed Church and was for a time a member of the Ephrata 
Cloister. 

He died at his farm in Womelsdorf on July 13, 1760, following a gradual loss of 
health. 
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SECRETARY SEATON ANNOUNCES PLAN TO REGISTER NATIONAL HISTORIC SITES, 

Historic landmarks of national significance ani interest may te registered by 

the National Park Service under a plan announced today by the Secretary of the 

Interior Fred A, Seaton. 

The National,Registry of ̂ I s t o r i o L̂andmarks is 

endorse the preservation and protection of structure 

by the States, other public agencies, or historical 

private ovmers of historic landmarks to maintain su|ch 

Seer 

of 

"The establishment of this Registry," said 
f e l t need for the Federal Government to give moral 
organizations now concerned with the preservation 
properties. Because of the number of important hisftor 
Nation, i t is manifeatly impossible for the Governmjent 
sites or support them financially, although they 
American heritage." 

ara 

designed to recognize and 

s and sites now administered 

societies and to encourage 

properties. 

etary Seaton, "serves a long-
support and recognition to 
archeological and historic 
ic landmarks in our great 
to acquire or manage these 

an integral part of the 

The Federal involvement, said the Secretary, w|i 
of certificates, periodic inspection and arrangements 
a suitable marker. He emphasized that participation 
voluntary. 

In addition, said Secretary Seaton, the Registiry w i l l provide tourists and 
number of landmarks recognized students a l i s t of the more important of the large 

by a variety of organizations throughout the countr 

The Secretary said that the Registry of National Historio Landmarks is an 
outgrowth of the National Survey of Historic Sites 
National Park Service. That program, authorized by 
directs "a sxirvey of historic and archeological s i t 
the purpose of determining which possess exceptionajL value as commemorating or 
illustrating the history of the United States." 

11 be limited to the issuance 
for the site owner to acquire 

in the program is entirely 

and Buildings program of the 
the Historic Sites Act of 1935 

|5s, buildings, and objects for 



studies of significant historio and archeological sites are submitted to the 
Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments for 
review and evaluation. The Board then makes recommendations to the Secretary 
concerning which sites are eligible for Registered National Historic Landmark 
status. 

The National Survey is preparing a number of "  
major periods of human history of our country,  
only a few are designated as having "exceptional value  
of any site recommended shall be eligible to receivs  
Secretary designating that site as a I^egistered 

theme studies" covering a l l the 
Altiough many sites are studied, 

" Administrators or owners 
a certificate issued by the 

National Historic Landmark upon 
application and agreement to certain standards of p:'otection and management. 

Five theme studies covering the English, Frenc^ 
Settlement; the Development of the English Colonies 
the Frontier, 1763-1830 have been completed. The 
approved by Secretary Seaton and may later be publi 

and Spanish Exploration and 
1700-1775; and The Advance of 
theme studies have been 

shed for public distribution. 
five 

In the English, French, and Spanish themes on  
52 sites are listed as ipossessing exceptional value  
sented and interpreted in the National Park System  
35 sites are eligible for Registered National Histoi-

In the Development of the English Colonies, 
of which five are in the National Park .System and 
national historio sites in non-Federal ownership, 
eligible for registration status. 

In the Advance of the Frontier, 1763-1830, 22 
seven are in the National Park System. The remainii|ig 
registration status. 

A l i s t of sites eligible for Registered National Historic Landmark status-
developed as a result of the f i r s t five studies—is 

;exploration and Settlement, 
Seventeen of them are repre-

^nd related areas. The remaining 
ic Landmark status. 

1700-1775, 50 sites are recommendect 
three have been designated as 
'he remaining 42 sites are 

fites are recommended, of which 
15 sites are eligible for 

attached. 

A l i s t of themes presently under study by the ijlational Survey of Historic Sites 
and Buildings program is also attached. Completion of additional theme studies w i l l 
be announced from time to time, with their accompanjring l i s t s of landmarks of 
exceptional value, said Secretary Seaton. 

X X X 

P.N. 81419-60 



Spanish Exploration and Settjlement 

In the Spanish study there are 26 sites listed as possessing 
exceptional value. Sixteen of these, nol administered by the 
National Park Service, are eligible to T( ceive certificates as 
Registered National Historic Landmarks. They are as follows: 

1. San Luis de Apalache, Florida, 
mission system in Florida. San Lui£ 
the administrative center of the 01c 
of Guale. Privately owned. 

2* Fort San Carlos de Barrancas. Florida. Built during 
Florida, i t was an 

Pensacola. Administered 
the last Spanish occupation of West 
important defense bastion of 
by the United States Navy. 

Typifies the Spanish 
de Apalache became 
Spanish province 

3. La Fortaleza. Puerto Rico. The 
of San Juan built between 1533 and 
against French and English freeboot^: 
by the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

4. golumbus Landing Site. Virgin liilands. Earliest site 
now ui\der United States dominion 
Columbus. Columbus, on his second 
at this spot. Administered by the 
Virgin Islands. 

f i r s t true fortification 
.540 as a defense 
ire. Administered 

associated with Christopher 
joyage in 1493, put in 
'erritorial Government, 

5. The Cabildo, New Orleans. Louisiana. The present 
building, erected in 1795, housed t]ie Administrative and 
Legislative Council which ruled Spaijiish Louisiana. Owned 
by the city of New Orleans. 

6. Fort San Lorenzo. Panama Canal "one. A link in the 
Spanish l i f e l i n e across the Isthmus of Panama in i t s New 
World empire. Administered by the ynited States Army. 

7. Hawikuh. New ^{exico. This pueblo 
of the fabled "Seven Cities of CiboiLa, 
pueblo visited by Francisco Coronad(|) 
the Zuni Indian Tribe. 

8. Palace of the Governors. Santa fe. New Mexico. One 
United States, the of the most historic buildings in 

Palace of the Governors served sue 
Mexican, and American capltols of 

ruin, the largest 
," was the f i r s t 
in 1540. Owned by 

the 
cisssively as the Spanish, 
N4W Mexico. State owned. 



9. Acoma. New Mexico. Believed to be the oldest continuously 
occupied settlement in the United States, i t was intimately 
associated with 16th century Spanish expeditions, including 
those of Coronado, Rodriquez and C^unuscado, Espejo, and Onate. 
Owned by Acoma Indian Tribe. 

10. Pecos. New Mexico. Was the po: 
Coronado's expedition from New Msxi^o 
day Kansas. State owned. 

11. Taos, New Mexico. Exemplifies Indian resistance to 
Spanish rule during the 17th centur;'. I t was the headquarters 
of the 1680 Pueblo revolt. Owned by the Taos Indian Tribe. 

nt of departure of 
to Quivira in present 

12. San Xavier del Bac. Arizona, 
examples of Spanish mission architeitiore 
missionary activities of the famous 
Catholic Church. 

(pne of the finest surviving 
, i t commemorates the 

Padre Kiao. Owned by the 

13. San Diego Presidio, California 
ing of the f i r s t mission in Califoriia 
permanent European settlement on th«! 
United States. Owned by the city of 

14- Royal Presidio Chapel. Monterey, California. For three-

Commemorates the found-
I t marks the f i r s t 

Pacific Coast of the 
San Diego. 

quarters of a century Monterey was 
Mexican civilization on the Pacific 
of California from 1776 u n t i l shortly before the American 
occupation. Owned by the Catholic Church. 

;he stronghold of Spanish-
coast. I t was the capital 

15. Santa Barbara Mission. California: 
missions, Santa Barbara is outstanding 
continued vigor. I t is also perhapf the best preserved 
Owned by the Catholic Church. 

16. Carmel Mission. Monterey. Call 
of the California Spanish missions 
standpoint. I t was the headquarter!! 
Franciscan Fathers, Padres Serra axwl 
Catholic Church. 

In addition 10 sites are represented and 
Park System, as follows: 

1. De Soto National Memorial, Flor 

2. Castillo de San Marcos National 

Of the 21 California 
for i t s unusual and 

omia. The most iniportant 
rom an ecclesiastical 
of the two great 
Lasuen» Owned by the 

interpreted in the National 

:.da 

Hfonument, Florida 



3. Fort Matanzas National Monument, Florida 

4. San Juan National Historic Site, Puerto Rico 

5. San Jose Mission National Historic Site, Texas 

6. Gran Quivira National Monument, New Mexico 

7. El Morro National Monument, New Mexico 

8. Tumacacori National Monument, Arizona 

9. Coronado National Ifemorial, Arizona 

10. Cabrillo National Monument, California, 

81419(a)-60 



French Exploration and Settlement 

In the French Exploration and Settlement st 
recognized as possessing exceptional value. 

X dy, 14 sites have been 
Nine of these, not 

administered by the National Park Service, are eligible to receive 
certificates as Registered National Historic  

1. Fort St. Frederic. Crown Polnt.._New York. For almost a 
quarter of a century, from 1731, Fort St 
keystone of France's defenses of Canada 

2. Old Fort Niagara. New York, 
period and the early years of the Unitejd 
of this strategic site was the goal of 
of France, England, the United States, 
of the Iroquois Indian tribes. State 
by a private association. 

a? 

3. Starved Rock. I l l i n o i s . As the base 
Salle's administration and development 
Valley, Starved Rock was the f i r s t maj 
influence i n the I l l i n o i s country. Sta 

4. Sainte Grenevj.eve. Missouri. Of a l l 
missionary, fur trading, farming, mininj, and military 
establishments in the I l l i n o i s covintry, only Sainte 
Genevieve has retained much of i t s earl;'^ appearance. I t 
constitutes an important survival of Ne? France in the 
Mississippi Valley. Privately owned buildings. 

Landmarks as follows: 

Frederic was a 
State owned. 

Througt^ut the colonial 
States, control 

nilitary operations 
3S well as the League 

owied, but administered 

of the Sieur de la 
3f the Mississippi 
center of French 

te owned. 

the numerous Creole 

Pruirie 5. Fort de Chartres. I l l i n o i s . Near 
was the 18th century center of French c i v i l 
government i n the I l l i n o i s coiintry and 
most imposing fortifications i n North 

lira 
Aiierica 

6. Arkansas Post State Park and historii; 
near the mouth of the Arkansas, Arkansau 
white settlement i n the lower Mississippi 
later Louisiana Purchase. I t was estab 
Henri de Tonty, lieutenant of the Sieur 
Partially state owned. 

7. Fort de la Boulave. Louisiana. ReprisentS French defense 
of the nouth of the Mississippi River a{;ainst English and 
Spanish encroachment in the early 18th ^entviry. Private 
ownership. 

du Rooher, this 
and military 

s one of France's 
State owned. 

environs. Situated 
Post was the f i r s t 
Valley and the 

ished by the famed 
de la Salle. 



8. Ursuline Convent. New Orleans. Louisiana. This site 
represents the influence of French cultlire on Louisiana. I t 
was established about 1727 by Ursuline nims to "relieve the 
poor, sick, and provide at the same tinie for the education 
of young g i r l s . " Owned by the Catholic Church. 

i 
9. Fort Toulouse. Wetumpka. Alabama. From 1717 to the end 
of the French and Indian War, Fort Toulouse was the offensive-
defensive eastern outpost of French Louisiana. I t figiired 
significantly in the French drive to wrest control of the 
Southeast from the Spanish and the Engljlsh. Site partially 
State owned. 

In addition, five sites are represented and [interpreted in the 
National Park System, as follows: 

1. Saint Croix National Monument, Mains, authorized by law 

2. Grand Portage National Monument, Miinesota 

3. Ackia Battleground National Jtonument, Mississippi 

4. Fort Caroline National Memorial, Florida 

5. Chicago Portage National Historic Site, I l l i n o i s , non-
Federal ownership. 
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English Exploration and Settlement to 1700 

Tun 
The Advisory Board has recognized 12 sites 
value i n thia phase of American history, 
administered by the National Park Service, 
certificates as Registered National Histori^ 
as follows: 

1. S tanley-Whitman House f Farmington. 

s having exceptional 
of these, not 

^re eligible to receive 
Landmarks. These are 

about 1664 and considered a classic 
architecture. Owned by the Farmington 
Library Association. 

example of New England 
Village Green and 

2. Coles H i l l . Plvmouth^ Massachusetts 
settlement site of the Plymouth Colony 
sweeping view of the bay into which t h i 
the shore on which i t s grateful passenjjers 
settlement. Owned by the Pilgrim Sooi<ity 

3. Fairbanks House. Dedham, Massachus'itta. Believed to date 
from at least the middle of the 17th c 
early as 1636, i t is one of the most p 
authentic survivors of the colonial 
Owned by the Fairbanks Family i n Ameriia 

holies 

4. Old Ship Church. HiT̂fy>i«in, Massachuiietts. Built about 
3.681 and an example of the 17th century' 
England. Owned by the Unitarian Churc^ 

5. The Parson Capen ffouse. Topsfield. 
the most perfect of New England colonial 
have been built in 1683. Owned by the 
Society, 

6. The Whipple Hoiise. Jjpswlch. tfessaohusetta. One of the 
earliest New England houses, b u i l t i n 
Puritan home and i t s later additions 
prosperity through several generations 
Historical Society 

7. Wanton-Lyman-Hazord House. Newport 

en Probably b u i l t in 1695, this house is 
of architecture of the late 17th centuily 
aig a representation of architectural 
18th century. Owned by the Newport Hii^torical 

Connecticut. Built 

Part of the 
of 1620, affording a 
Mayflower sailed and 

made their 

(jnttiry, and perhaps as 
cturesque and 

of New Erjgland. 
Inc. 

Puritan Church in New 

Massachusetts. One of 
houses, believed to 

Topsfield Historical 

1640. This fine 
r4flect growth and 

Owned by the Ipswich 

Rhode Island. 
outstanding example 
and is significant 

tijansition from 17th to 
Society, 



8. Adam Thoroughgood House. Princess Anijie Co\jnty. Virginia. 
One of the oldest houses in the English speaking colonies, 
believed to have been built circa 1636-40. I t is a fine 
example of the central-hall plan house of 17th centttry 
Virginia. Owned by the Adam Thoroughgood House Foundation.: 

9. Bacon's Castle. Surry Goxmty. Virginia. The earliest of 
the Virginia cross-plan houses and one ot the most remarkable 
architectxiral monuments of the colonial period. I t was built 
by Arthur Allen about 1655 and figured j^ominently in Bacon's 
Rebellion of 1676. Privately owned. 

10. Saint Luke's Church. Isle of Wight County. Virginia. An 
authentic 17th century Virginia church iiji the Gothic style of 
medieval English parish churches. Owned|by Historic Saint 
Luke's Restoration, Inc. 

In addition, two sites recognized as having ek 
already included in the National Park System. 

1. Fort Raleigh National Historic Site, 

2. Jamestown National Historic Site, VI 
by the Association for the Preservation 
Antiquities and partly owned by the 

:ceptional value are 
They are as follow^: 

North Carolina. 

ginia. Partly owned 
of Virginia 

United States. 
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Development of the English Colonics, 1700-1775 

The 42 sites listed below have been recoknized as having exceptional 
value in commemorating or illustrating t^e history of the United 
States: 

1. Lady Pepperell House. Kittgrv Point. Maine. A house of 
great architectural distinction, bu 
Sir William Pepperell about 1760. 

I t by the widow of 
iDwned by the Society for 

the Preservation of New England Antiquities. 

2. Hamaond-Hyycod Houge.t . AnnapolisWy^^"*^* A distin-
guished Georgian dwelling, completed about 1774. Owned by 
the Hammond-r.Harwood House Association. 

3. WhitebBll. ̂ ne Arundel County. Maryland. A colonial 
dwelling with temple-type portico, ^ i l t by Governor 
Horatio Sharpe at the close of the French and Indian War and . 
subsequently enlarged. Privately owned. . 

4. ghrist Church. Cambridge. Massachusetts. A superb example 
of religious architecture; designed by Peter Harrison and 
constructed i n 1759-61. Owned by the Episcopal Church. 

5. Faneuil Hall. Boston. Massachusetts. The "cradle of 
liberty" in the years immediately prior to the American 
Revolution; designed by John Smlber-p. Owned by the city of 
Boston. 

6. Isaac Royall House, tfedford. tfe^sachusetts. A 17th 
remodeled and enlarged extensrrely century structure which was 

in the 18th century by Isaac Royall 
his son. Owned by the Royall House 

7. Jeremiah Lee House. Marblehead, 
the finest surviving examples of colonial 
by Lee in 1768. Owned by the Marblehead Historical Society. 

8. King's Chapel. Boston. Massaohuiietts. A fine exantple of 
religious architecture; designed by 
in 1749-54. Owned by the Unitarian 

9. Massachusetts Ifeill. Cambridge. Ifeissachusetts. The oldest 

& wealthy merchant and 
Association. 

Massachusetts. One of 
architecture; built 

Peter Harrison and built 
Chtarch. 

surviving building of Harvard University; built in 1718-20. 
Owned by Harvard University. 





20. Fort Duquesne and Fort P i t t . Pit-f;sburgh. Pennsylvania. 
Sites of important forts of the French and Indian War period 
at the strategic confluence of the Mononjgahela and Allegheny 
Rivers. State owned for the most part; hut Allegheny Chapter, 
D.A.R. owns and administers the blockhouse. 

21. Graeme Park. Horsham. Pennsylvania. A great Pennsylvania. 
f i e l d stone house; one of the most distinguished architectural 
examples in a region rich in fine l8th clentury houses. State 
owned. 

22. John Bartram House. Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. Home of 
the great botanist; said to have been bui l t by Bartram's own 
hands in 1731. Owned by the city of Philadelphia. 

23. Mount Pleasant. Philadelphia. Pennsjvlvania. The most 
important of a number of distinguished houses in Fairmount 
Park, b u i l t by John McPherson in 1761-621 Owned by the city 
of Philadelphia. . 

24. The Brick Market. Newport^ Rhode Island. An architec­
turally noteworthy public building, designed by Peter Harrison 
and b u i l t circa 1762-63. Owned by the city of Newport. 

25. First Baptist Meetinghouse. Providence. Rhode Island. 
Both architecturally and historically one of New England's 
most notable public buildings constructeji in 1774-75 from a 
design credited to Joseph Brown. Owned by the Baptist Church. 

26. Old Colony House. Newport, Rhode Island. A superb public 
building of colonial America, possessing both architectural 
and historical distinction, designed by Richard Munday and 
b u i l t in 1739-41 to house the General Assembly of. the Colony 
of Rhode Island. State owned. 

27. Redwood Library. Newport, Rhode Island. One of the 
oldest library buildings in continuous ufee in the United 
States, completed about 1750 after a design by the architect, 
Peter Harrison. Owned by the Redwood Li|)rary and Athenaeum. 

28. Drayton Hall. Charleston Coimty. South Carolina. An 
early Georgia mansion, often considered the "outstanding 
surviving example of South Carolina's plantation houses." 
Privately owned. 



29. Miles Breytoict_Hpui^,.,,Qh^3^estm. Sbuth Carolina. A 
splendid example of the Charleston "douJle house," built 
1765-69 for Miles Brewton from a design 
Privately owned. 

by Ezra White. 

30. Robert Brewton House. Charleston, feouth Carolina. The 
earliest accurately dated example of ths Charleston "single 
house," built by Miles Brewton for his ̂ on in 1730. Privately 
owned. 

31. St. Michael'a Episcopal Church. Charleston. South 
Carolina. One of the great Georgian charches of America, 
noted for i t s very early giant portico. 
St. Michael's Chujrch Corporation. 

Owned by the 

32. The Mulberry. Berkeley County. Soujbh Carolina. One of 
the most inipressive of the l8th century river rice planta­
tions, with a manor house built by Thomas Broughton about 
1714. Privately owned. 

33. Greenwav Court. Clarke. County. Virginia 
office" building used by Thomas Lord 
Neck Proprietary from 1762 to 1781. 

Fairfax 
Pr Lvately 

34. Mount Airy. Richmond County. Virgi:lia. One of the few 

Stone "land 
for his Northem 
owned. 

Stone houses built in Virginia in the iJth century; built by 
Colonel John Tayloe in 1758-62 from a design by John Ariss. 
Privately owned. 

35. Stratford Hall. Westmoreland Countk Virginia. 
Ancestral home of the prominent Lee family of Virginia; 
birthplace of many noted men, including two signers of the 
Declaration of Independence and Robert .1. Lee, and an 
iinusual example of early Georgian archijtecture. Owned by the 
Robert E. Lee Memorial Foundation. 

36. Westover. Charles City County. Virklnia. A noted 
example of early Georgian architecture, built by 
William Byrd I I about 1730-34. Privately owned. 

37. Wren Building. Williamsburg. Vir g i l i a . Restored 
original building of the College of William and Mary; 
ascribed to Sir Christopher Wren; o r i g i i a l l y built 1695-1702 
and rebuilt after a f i r e in 1705. Part 
College. 

of William and Mary 



In addition, five historic districts have be|en recognized as of 
exceptional value. These are: 

1. Old Deerfield Village. Deerfield. 

170 i 
community of early 18th century houses, 
after the disastrous Indian raid of 
and houses owned by the Deerfield 
Pocumtuck Valley Memorial Association. 

mostly bu i l t soon 
Private homes 

Heritjage Foundation and the 

2. Huguenot Street. New Paltz. New Yorfe 
stone houses, built by Huguenot settlers 
centviry. Owned in part by Huguenot Patriotic 
Monument Society, and by private indiviiuals. 

3. Elfreth's Alley. Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. A row of 33 
late 17th and l8th century houses, preserving the appearance 
of the Philadelphia of that period. PrfLvate ownership. 

4. Charleston, South Carolina. A commjjnity 
19th century houses. City and private 

5. Williamsburg. Virginia. Eighteenth century capital of 
colonial Virginia restored since 1927 u|ider the auspices of 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., involving the 
100 buildings and the reconstruction of 
more. Mostly owned and administered by 
Inc.; some private ownerships. 

issaehusetts. A 

Group of five 
during the l8th 

Historical and 

of fine I8th and 
ownerships. 

restoration of some 
approximately 350 
Colonial Williamsburg, 

The National Park System now includes five ai-eas representing the 
development of the English colonies during tfe period 1700-1775. 
These are as follows: 

Siiie 

1. Hopewell Village National Historic 

2. Salem Maritime National Historic 

3. Fort Frederica National Mon\iment, 

4. Fort Necessity National Battlefield 

5. George Washington Birthplace National 

^ i t e , Pennsylvania 

, Massachusetts 

a G^orgij 

Site, Pennsylvania 

Monument, Virginia. 



In addition, three National Historic Sites in this theme are in 
non-Federal ownership: 

1. Gloria Dei Church National Histori<i Site, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

2. St. Paul's Church National Historicj Site, New York, 
New York.. 

3. Touro Synagogue National Historic ^ i t e , Newport, 
Rhode Island. 
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Advance of the Frontier, 1';|63-1830 

In the Advance of the Frontier, 1763-1830 stjudy 
recognized as having exceptional value, 
administered by the National Park Service, 
certificaites as Registered National Historic 

, 22 sites have been 
Fifteen of these, not 

eligible to receive 
Landmarks as follows: 

are 

1. Erie Canal. New York. Completion of the Erie Canal by the 
State of New York in 1825 speeded settlement of the Old North­
west and gave Western agriculture direct access to Eastern 
markets. Ownership is divided between 
and private individuals. 

the State of New York 

2. Fallen Timbers Battlefield, Ohio. jSeneral "Mad Anthony" 
Wayne's decisive victory over Ohio Indians and Canadian 
mi l i t i a allies on August 20, 1794, succsssfully asserted 
United States sovereignty in the Northwest country and resulted 
in opening of the Ohio country to settlsment. Foxir acres of 
the site are owned by the State of Ohio and administered by the 
Ohio Historical Society. 

3. Forks-of the Ohio. Pittsbtirgh. Pennsylvania. From the 
middle 18th Century through the early l?th Century, Forks of 
the Ohio represented the strategic key bo the Ohio Valley and 
the vast territory drained by the Missi3Sippi. Control of this 
key point was a major objective in Frenih, English, and American 
struggles for North America. Now part of Po.lnt Park in the 
Golden Triangle, Pittsburgh. Owned by ihe city of Pittsburgh. 
Bouquet's blockhouse, an outlying for t i f i c a t i o n of Fort P i t t , is 
owned by the Daughters of the American Jtevolution, Allegheny 
Chapter. 

4. Jackson Square. New Orleans. Louisiana. This is the site of 
the raising of the American flag over the 
Territory in 1803. Owned by the c i t y of 

5. Long Island of the Holston. Tennesstie. Daniel Boone made long 
Island of the Holston the starting poini, of his Wilderness Road 
through Cumberland Gap. The Battle of Long Island Flats in 1776 
crushed Indian fighting strength during 
American Revolution. 
Eastman Company. 

newly purchased Louisiana 
New Orleans. 

the c r i t i c a l years of the 
Privately owned, ifartly by the Tennessee 

6. Plaza Ferdinand the VII. Pensacola. 
on July 17, 1821, was consummated the transfer of Florida from 
the rule of Spain to that of the United 
of Pensacola. 

Florida. In this square. 

States. Owned by the city 



7. Prairie du Chien. Wisconsin. Prairie du Chien portrays the 
roles played by the French, British, and Americans in settlement 
and development of the American Northwest. It marks the site 
of discovery of the Upper Mississippi River by Louis Joliet and 
Pere Marquette in 1673, and was later the Western terminus of 
the Fox-Wisconsin portage route. Variously owned by the State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin, Wisconsin State Medical 
Society, and private individuals. 

8. Straits of Mackinac. Michigan. Key to control of the upper 
Great Lakes, within a period of 150 years. The Straits were 
claimed successfully by France, England, and the United States. 
They were the heart of John Jacob Astor's Northwestern fur 
trade empire. Owned variously by the State of Michigan, the 
town of St. Ignace, and the town of Mackinac Island. 

9. Tippecanoe Battlefield. Indiana. The American victory at 
Tippecanoe on November 7, 1811 destroyed the Shawnee Chief 
Teoumseh's plans for a confederation of northern and southern 
tribes against westward expansion. It also sparked agitation 
for war against the British in 1812. Owned by the State of 
Indiana. 

10. Holland Land Office. New York. The Holland Land Office 
typifies the role of foreign speculative enterprise on the early 
American frontier. The Holland Land Company probably was 
unsurpassed in its enlightened treatment of settlers. Owned 
by Genesee County, New York. 

Subtheme - The Lewis and Clark Expedition 

1. Three Forks of the Missouri. Montana. At this notable 
landmark, Lewis and Clark decided that the Missouri River ended 
and they gave to the three forks that joined here the names: 
the Gallatin, the Madison, and the Jefferson. Owned by the 
State of Montana, by railroads and other private owners. 

2. Lemhi Pass. Montana - Idaho. This site marks the spot where 
the Lewis and Clark expedition crossed the Continental Divide, 
passing to the Pacifio Slope of the Rocky Mountains. Owned by 
the Federal Government. 

3. Travelers Rest. Montana. This was used.as a campsite by 
Lewis and Clark, both on their trip to the Pacific Coast in 
1805 and on their retiirn in 1806. Private ownership. 



4. The Lolo^ Trail. Idaho. Along this 
of the Nez Perce, the Lewis and Clark 
across the Bitterroot Range, Owned by 

5. Sergeant Floyd Grave, and Monument. 

famous buffalo t r a i l 
i^xpedition was guided 
the Federal Government. 

1804, Sergeant Charles Floyd, a kinsmar; of Captain William 
Clark, who was co-leader of the Lewis snd Clark Expedition, 
died as the expedition proceeded up tht Missouri River. He 
was the only member of the expedition io lose his l i f e during 
the two and a half year journey to the 
he was the f i r s t United States soldier 
of the Mississippi River, His burial jlace on the high bluff 
overlooking the Missouri has important associations with the 
Nation's early history and the great Lejwis and Clark 
Expedition. 

iQwa. On August 20, 

Pacific and back, and 
to lose his l i f e west 

The National Park Service presently includes 
events and personages associated with the Advance 
1763-1830, and two that are authorized and in 
established. The seven areas are as follows 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 

7. 

Meriwether Lewis National Monument, Tennessee 
Jefferson National Expansion National Memorial, Missouri 
Natchez Trace Parkway, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi 
Cumberland Gap National Historical park, Kentucky, 
Virginia, Tennessee 
Horseshoe Bend National Military Palrk, Alabama 
Fort Clatsop National Memorial, Oregon (authorized and in 
process of establishment) 
Grand Portage, Minnesota, 

five areas representing 
of the Frontier, 

process of being 
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NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES 

I , 
I I . 

I I I . 
IV. 

V. 
VI. 

VII. 
V I I I . 

IX. 
X. 

XI. 

XII. 
X I I I . 
XIV. 
XV. 

List of Themes, Subthem^s,  
and Special Studies 

AND BUILDINGS 

Prehistoric Hunters and Gatherers 
Early Indian Farmers 
Indian Villages and Communities 
Spanish Exploration and Settlement 

Special Study: Spanish Colonial|Sites in the Panama 
Canal Zone 

French Exploration and Settlement 
English Exploration and Settlement io 1700 
Dutch and Swedish Exploration and S<!ttlement 
Contact with the Indians 
Development of the English Coloniesj 1700-1775 
The War for Independence 
The Advance of the Frontier, 1763-l{r30 

Subtheme: The Lewis and Clark Eirpedition 
Special Study: Lincoln State Pai-k and Nancy Hanks Lincoln 

State Memorial 
Political and Military Affairs, 1783-1830 
Political and Militaiy Affairs, 1830-1860 
The Civil War, 1861-1865 
Westward Expansion and Extension of the National Boundaries 
to the Pacific, I83O-I898 

Subthemes: The Santa Fe Trail 
. The Mining Frontier 
The Cattlemen's EmpiJ'e 
The Farming Frontier 

. Military and Indian iiffairs 
Special Study: Fort Bowie . 

" " Fctrt Davis ' . 
The Texas Revolution and the War with Mexico, 

1820-1853 
• The Fur Trade Era 

Special Study: Tlie Bailly Homestead 
Overland Migrations cif the Trans-Mississippi 

West 
Great Explorers of the West 
Transportation and Ccimmunication 

Special Study: Piomontory Summit (Golden 
Spike) 

Special Study: The Hubbell Trading Post 



XVI. Indigenous Peoples and Cultures 
XVII. Commerce, Industry, and Agriculture 
XVIII. Travel and Ccaranunioation 
XIX. Development and Conservation of Natuljal Resources 
XX. The Arts and Sciences 

Subthemes: Education 
Architecture 
Literature, Painting, snd Sculpture 
Inventions and Scientiiie Discoveries 

XXI. Development of the United States to vforld Power 
Special Study: Fort De Soto 

" " Hawaii 
" " Alaska 
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PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM CQMMISSIOi'i 
STATE .MUSEUM BUILDING HARRISBURG 

Qfp 11 C 5S MH C: December 10, 1961 

Mr. Conrad L. Wirth, Director 
National Park Service fMP '9 •f"''! 
Department of the Interior U-BfU'© i^i) J 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Wirth: iL-yuJl^ 
-Fa-̂ rfc-

As the (owner, ovners) of Cnnrad W î-ĝ ^T- M^m^^a-f A located i n 
(name of s i te) 

VJomelsdorf B^rks .County . Pftnri.syl vania 
( C i t y ) ( C o t m t y ) ( S t a t e ) 

(l,ve) hereby make formal application for a certificate ( x ) 
bronze marker, IT" x l 8 " , ( X ) designating t h i s historic property 
as a Registered National Historic Landmark. (Check one or both as 
desired) 

1. Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation 
that goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as 
having exceptional value and worthy of Registered National Historic 
Landmark status (l,we) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and 
to the best of (my,our) a b i l i t y , the historical integrity of thi s 
important psirt of the national cultural heritage. 

2. Toward t h i s end, (l,we) agree to continue to use the 
property only for purposes consistent with i t s historical character. 

3. (l,we) also agree to permit an annual v i s i t to the 
property by a representative of the National Park Service, as a 
basis for continuing landmark status. 

4. I f for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above 
cannot continue to be met, i t i s agreed that the Registered 
National Historic Landmark status shall cease and that u n t i l such 
status i s restored by the Secretary of the Interior, neither the 
Registered National Historic Landmark Certificate nor the Marker 
w i l l be displayed. 

Sincerely yours. 

Q ^ ^ T F ^ Executive Director 



F^mit Aeting Chief U s t e l m 

Sttfejects il;spliGfatim for G«tifieate® @M I t e t e s fm- fee©-

Atts^ed ±& ® copy of © Mtter fipom S. 1. Steir©!®, ai:^, 

foasas -mat let »aa ks^^x^^^'sro t|js ecaroet titles to appsas* 
oa t!i© eertificates w&, w^k&$» 

.Also i i i l l ysm, M M l y t©ll ti® to iMm the inkers stooM be- sMspsd 
wtei th©y"«e pTOp^ed? 

. ^ t i n g Chief l i s t ^ l f f i i 



Begion five 
143 South Third Street 

ĵ gg Philadelphia 6, Pa. 

febmary 2, 1962 

Hemorandum 

To: Director 

Prom̂ '̂ «"*Eeglonal Director 

Subject: Hames to bs Used on Hegieter^d National Historic 
{.andmark f laquas 

In reply to ̂ ting Chief Historian Porter's meaioranda of December 27 
and December 23, we have cheeked the names of the sites mentioned 
therein. We have learned frcMn Mr. Maurice K. Coddard of the Depart* 
ment of Forests and Waters that his :̂ partment prefers "the forks of 
the Ohio" to "Point State fark." fhe plaque should be sent to Mr. 
Goddard at the park when it is completed. 

Dr. S, K, Stevens has informed us that his office prefers "The 
Printahof" to "tovernor Frinta Park" and "Coorad |^iser Ĥ e'̂  to 
"Ck̂ nrad Weiser Memorial Park," When these~pI^^^areco«Jleted 
they should be sent to Dr. Stevens at his office in Harrisburg, 

All the other nmnes should be used as they were given in your raemo-' 
randay and the plaques sent to the persons whose names are given on 
the application forms. 

(Sgd.) George A. Palmer 

Assistant Regional Director 

tn duplicate 
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•HUê  «• ttMMi' ibi frar aptt i«ttte wwM Mifene ^ tiNi imuM aliicli' 

C M i i M M i Uta^tol- f ' » is t i g ^ s t i ^ ilHllat | l»t t ^ l v a i 
l a •wmftf-fftata • 'Iii'tte'.«wa ©f t l^ tetti^ l^i««t' it i«'M' ' 
M i v r tf «. i M i i p a B t i m i ' « s -"^Mnii » » ^ r tew** wwtli k« £• 
• M M tte vUm ^ cte «»iw«mi« ««idtt«« Oi^ ctta® tteati 
te fiw»tfl<< .Igr .«te«s mn^t» i - tMl? ^tcMyeal ttfi^ilitttt*' tttter 
titei tr. ttelt f«|»M«fc«4iy «liM«tteti im aoMtt 

«M» vlMPi te'te tte iulipiitSea ef fte m ^ t e f fte Qearai llt|Mt 
H M «At|-*te W I A aaaail la telft«g «• meUm «t tita B M M i^ii^;«|ll 
te MtiiiiitoBy ^"tte tt«te« «wl a« murl|r ac iwstiMc ta ««e®ri'wtt1i 
^ laMteMitetioa* 'of tte tpaaial @MMltiag ^ n d t e ^ . 

»• Vilt m%m ymae «ltte« as to tli» iui^€?a fer t ^ 



i3 Q 0 

atev* titM rtwwU te tkipv^ atea tteir iniividittl iaaitaatient tev« 
MtiMi«tei aai itte MHrtwrt tenr* teaa pf ̂ mt^Se 

. . tiaceraiy yaura. 

MMnmy 1. tellliiiui 
t^i laai l Chiaf • ! I«t«rp«atatiaa 

Copy tor t>ir«6trtt 



To: Regional Director^ Region Five 

From: Acting Chief Historian 

Subject: Hational Survey of Historie Sites and Bxiildlngs: 
Certificates to be sent to Qmxers 

We are enclosing the following Registered Mational Historic Landiaark 
Certificates for sites in your Region: 

1. Conrad Weiser Home, Pennsylvania ^""^ 

2. Fort Crailo, Hew York 

3- Graeme Park, Pennsylvania 

4. Holy Trinity (Old Suedes) Chixrch, Delaware 

5. Isaac Royall House, Massachusetts 

6. Philipse I-Ianor, New York 

f,;. pie ;Priirtzho|, ''"i^smm^m^ 

We regret that the signatures are slightly blurred in some instances. 
M^- have- heen :iiavisea;, hOTevea^>.. ̂ t©- '^^m&sk 4|' ^i^^if^: %si^:f^^tM^i: 

A l l of the above owners have made application for markers. Please 
advise us to whom we should send the markers for Fort Craiio, 
Holy Trinity (Old Siredes) Church, Isaac Royall House, aad Philipse 
'Manor V • : 

•Acting cailif MstOTiSa. 

ptcloiiat^s 

Copy t o : Mr. L i t t l e t o n 

JOLit t le ton:gb 



"1 

Jiv. S> S* .Stevens : 
:Ssew&tiv@~ Director 
;BiBtorieal/luftd l^enm €^9Bisfi<^ ^ . 
Ck̂ moô ealth of Penneylvania 
i^rrishurg, P«hmsylvani$ r 

.De^rDr. Stevensi • : " 

fhie i f to iii£o£i& ym t h a t a r e shipping î e Sf^istered iatioasl 
Hietoric Ivanioark flafu@ lor the Gonrad Weiter fi^use, Petmsylv^ia, 
to y<cm' today via Hailmy E^r^s.^., ^;;^ttl4 #preciatf i t i f yQu 
^uld ft^iae ~a|̂  upoa raeaij^t :'of' 

I t i s e pleasure to hsm yoa ftiuftitipat® in mt iMn^mth Program. 

- , .Sincerely .y^8». • 

S!flillJ 
Charles W., Porter IXI 
.Ae'tistg C&ief ai@tcHri«as 

c.c: 
;egiGriai Director,: HprtheiaBt, 

Mr., Littleton ^ 
JOLittleton:bfr 



c(m.QTmMm m MHSYLVAHIA 
msmtmimk HPT€KICAL AISD MUSEUM cciiiEssiGN 

ffiirrislsurg;, jPennsylvemia 

March 25, I963 

Executive Director 

Mr. Charles ¥. Porter I I I 
Acting Chief Historian 
National l ^ k Service 
Washirigtpn 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Porter;: 

I do not believe I sent 1p you a formal acdoiowled^iient o^ 
the receipt of the Registered Nation^ Historic jMoSsmtk flaque 
for the Comrad Weiser House (PemiuByiyania). 

The plaque is very well designed ind i f i ;nay ssay ̂ o ^̂^̂^ 
handsome. The Commission4s vSry proud that the Gonridi Weiser House 
ha^ been des R^^stered National Historic Iandm# 

•Most sincerely-*" ' ' • 

/s/ S, K. SIOT© 

SC 

COPY 

Copy sent to Region April 1, 1963 



Northeast Region 
143 South third Street 
Philadelphia, Pa* 19106 

August 7, 1963 

Memorandum 

fo: Director 

froms Regional Director 

Subject 5 ^ t i o n a l Survey of i l s t e r i c Sitaa and Buildingst 
Presentation of the Registered Kational Histoiric MhAaark 
Plaque and Certificate for the <^nrad Weiser Home, 
^taelsdorf^ Pemisylvaaia 

the Eegistered Kationat Historic landmark plaque and certificate for 
the Conrad Weiser teame, ̂femelsdorf> Pennsylvania^ were presented 
by Dr; S. Sydney iradford on August 4. Pastor fredericfe S. Weiser, 
Historian, John %nrad Weiser family Associationi, chaixmaned the 
event, ̂ i c h began at 4{O0 P. M. Dr. S. 1. Stevens, iKecutiVe 
Director, Pennsylvania HiBtOfical #nd Museian CkamiissiOn, accepted 
the pl£u|ue end certifieate. About ISO psNSple attei»3ed the ceremony ̂ 
Attached are two copies of the prograa for the occasion. 

Eegional Director 

Enclosures 2, 
progr^B and Biennial Visit Report 



October 1, 
L58-GHM 

Memorandum 

To: Regional Director^ Northeast Region 

From: Chief, National .Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings 

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites .and BuilMngs: 
•Laridihark'li^ 

Thank, you for'keeping us Informed of the presentation ,Gerempnies, 
:and for the,. visitatiGn reports,,for., the following, La^ 

i, MacDowell .Colony,' New Hampshire 
. .,2v Sushy Run • Battlefieid>il^^ 

3, .C^r^^^jg^^pmej Penngryiy^ia 
k, ' f^^^W^^^a^^Mev - York 
5, Hurley, New York. 
6. Noah'Febster Birthplace,; Cbmecticut 

/s/ ̂ ohn Qo Id. t t i e ton 

cc: 

Mr. i 4 t t l e t o n 

JOLittieton:mg 



T-orm 10-317 
(Sept. 1957) 

UNITED STATES 
DEr-ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR -

, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
1. STATE 

. Pennsylvania 
2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 

Theme IX, Dev. of the English Colonies, I7OQ-I77? 
_3. NAMEiS) OF SITE 

Gbnrad Weiser House - Conrad Weiser State Memorial Park 
4. APPROX. ACREAGE 

26 acres 
5. EXACT LOCATION (Coiihty, township, roads, etc.̂  I f difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet) B e r k s C O U n t y , t W O m i l C S B E s t O f 

Womelsdorf, - Pennsylvania on U. S. Highway ii22. 
6. " NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner) S t a t e ( G O m m O H W e a l t h ) O f P e n n s y l v a n i a , 

administered by Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. 
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and tvhat remains are extant) 

Conrad Weiser's contribution to the development of the English Colonies i n 
the eighteenth century was one of great significance although his important, role has 
been somewhat neglected. Weiser came to America from Gemany i n 1710 when he was 
about fourteen years old. As a youth he spent much time among the Indians of western 
New York learning their customs and language. In 1729 he moved to Pennsylvania and 
prospered as a farmer. His appreciation of Indian affairs and knowledge of Indian 
languages was-probably unequalled i n the colonies and his efforts were of great sig­
nificance i n winning the support of the Iroquois for the Penns. He then cemented 
the Iroquois alliance although this was accomplished at the expense of alienating the 
Deiawares and the Shawnees, Weiser saw the Indian problem as one common to a l l the . . 
Indian colonies and.he saw i t s solution on a.colony-wide rather than a provincial 
basis. He helped avert war between Virginia and the Iroquois i n 17U3 and his influence 
with the red men marked a shifting of direction of Indian affairs from New York to 
Pennsylvaniao By the Treaty of Logstown i n 17U8, Weiser won over the west tribes 
thereby extending Pennsylvania's Indian, trade to the Mississippi. With the death of. 
one of his close Indian a l l i e s - i n 17li8, Weiser lost his commanding position as a 
'•backwoods diplomat" although he remained one of the best of the Indian interpreters 
u n t i l his death. Weiser's later career lacked the major significance of his earlier 
work but the Indian alliances he had done so much to form were a decisive factor i n 
England's victory over France i n the climactic struggle for North America. Weiser 
died on, July 13, 1760 leaving behind him a long* career of valuable service to the 
developing English colonies. 

I n Conrad Weiser Memorial Park i s preserved the restored house b u i l t by 
Weiser i n 17^1 on his Womelsdorf plantation. The gravesof Weiser, his wife and a 
number of his Indian associates are nearby. The house currently serves as a small 
museum but i t has no significant collections of Weiser material. In addition to 
the main house, the original Weiser spring house and other outbuildings have been 
maintained. -

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Oive.best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works) 

-Paul A'. W. Wallace, Conrad Weiser, 1696.-1761; Friend of Colonist and Mohawk (Phila­
delphia, 19kB) ', Conrad Weiser Park, pamphlet published by the Commonwealth of Penn­
sylvania (Harrisburg, 1956) j J.S. Walton, Conrad Weiser and the Indian Policy of 
Colonial Pennsylvania (Philadelphia, 1900),, 

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, IIABS, etc.) 

10. PHOTOGRAPHS* 

ATTACHED: YES H NO • 

11. CONDITION 

Very good 
12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 

State park '- house museum 
13. DATE OF VISIT 

3/13/58 
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature)^0^^,^ c ^ ^ 

Charles E. Shedd, Sif. • 
15. TITLE 

Historic Sites Historian 
.16. DATE 

5/20/58 
• , *DRY IJFOUNT ON AN 8 X iO'/i SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER GIVE 

LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES, 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 
U. E. GOVERNMENT PKINTING OFFICE 16—74015-1 ' 



leasee alfesu^ Ma ii4ii*r'feni: "'ol^^ cm ŝiiiaw ii\:l«t«;.d8 #fciscr 

i\s a ^mt& fe® &peBt meSi tiffis egsmig '̂ -s Xasdlimtt or ^mBt:.?̂  1 # f Tk team* 

©f feitliea laagk&'sei: Wi*4? x-f^S'^^'i" U40«̂ i3M3.ed i«/ ti> c©''.rriiet. Î IKS, Mfc of* , 
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UNITED STATBS 
i3®PARTMENT OF THB INTER ICW 

tiATlCmL PARK SERVICE 
UASUn'jCSTON 25, O. C . 

A/ML .UU 

Th« Naticsuil Suxvmy of Historic Sites and Buildings  

Conrad W«iŝ r_ Hpttse» Woaalsdorf ,̂  Pgnnsylvania 

Conrad W«isttr*s contribution was one of great significance 
although his role has been neglected, Weiser cane to America 
front Germany in 1710. As a you^ he spent much tinte among 
the Indians of oestern Pennsylvania and prospered as a farmer. 
His appreciation of Indian affairs and knotvledge of Indian 
languages were proi>ably unequalled in the colonies and his 
efforts helped tfin the siq>p>ort of the Iroquois for the Penns. 
He then cemented the Iroquois alliance. Weiser considered 
the Indian probleia cc»niDon to a l l tha colonies and saw its 
solution on a colony~wide rather than a provincial basis. He 
helped avert war betwcten Virginia and tbe Iroquois in 1743, 
By the Treaty of Logstown in 1748, he won over the west tribes 
and extended Pennsylvania's Indian trade to the Mississippi. 
With the death of one of bis close Indian allies in 1748» he 
lost his commanding position, but he remained one of the best 
Indian Interpreters until his <dteatho Although his later career 
lacked significance, the Indian alliances he helped form were 
a decisive factor in Bngland*s victory over France in the 
struggle for North America. Weiser died on July 13, 1760, 

Conrad Weiser diemorial Park preserves the restored house built 
by Weiser in 17̂ 51 on his Womelsdorf plantation. The graves of 
Weiser, his wife and a number of his Indian associates are 
nearby. The house serves as a small museum. Ic addition to 
the main house, the original Weiser spr^g bouse and other 
outbuildings have been maintained.. 

NSHSB 



REGISTRY OF NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS  

BI-ENNIAL VISIT REPORT 

If Te—yluMMiM 

Date: Ai|Wt IHS 

Visited by: f . t . 

I . Location: tm ma— eMt ef mmltiovt, m ff. t . MglNMy 4tt. 

2. Theme: H , l»rel«|M«l ef tke MnglUh tvlMdes, 17M«mS. 

3, Owner: 
a. 1961. t l piiiiiiiUli ef reMMjrlmnU, a M U t t c M i hf tiw 

b . Present: [x] Same 

[ ] New 

4 . Use 
a. 1961: UmmwUl Faxk 

b. Present: ^ ] Same 

[ ] Changed as follows: 



REGISTRY OF NATIONAL HISTORIC LANEMARKS  

BI-ENNIAL VISIT REPORT 

O&mtU tfalser Wamm. Pe—«ylir«iiie 

S. Physical condition 

a. 1961: 

b. Present: [u] Excellent; ( ] Good; [ ] Fair; [ ] Poor 

Conment s: Brae* 

6. Special Problems: Hons 

7. Suggestions offered to the owner: 

Ureeter t 

Usterle lltet Msteyiea 
2 



PJEGISTRY OF NATIONAL 
HISTORIC LANI»IARKS 

REPORT OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO 

Conrad Weiser House 

Date of visit August 1, 1968  

Visited by John C. W. Riddle 
(name) 

Receiyed byMr. and Mrs. Kramer 
(name) 

Super intendent 
(title) 

Curator 

Hopewell Village NHS 
(office) 

Conrad Weiser Home 
(title) (office) 

Condition̂ ' 

Grounds and picnic are arranged in a neat and orderly fashion. 

The Pond, which lies a short distance from the house and museum,' is in bad 
condition and needs some attention from state health authorities. 

Operation** 

The Placfue was located outside near the museum on a post in the spot selected 
at the time of the ceremony. I could not locate the certificate and was informed 
by Mr, Kramer that he believed the certificate to be presently located in the 
museum in Harrisburg. Mr. Kramer said that it was placed in one of the exhibits 
relating to Conrad Weiser in the' new Mseun located in that city. Investigation 
of this exhbit failed to turn up the certificate and the Superintendent will 
follow through on the matter to find it and request that it be displayed at 
Conrad Weiser according to the original agreement when designated as a landmark. 

It is apparent that staffing is low and Mr. Kramer has to supplement what the 
one maintenance man can not accomplish. He has asked for more help but seemed 
doubtful if he would be successful in his recruitment efforts. 

*Grounds, structurc/s, fumishings 
**Note any changes in ovmership, sponsoring organizatjLons, opscatlrg ctaff, 

use, location of plaque and certificate, etc. 



Special Problems 

Help is a problem. Overcrowded picnic facilities poses another problem to 
the area. 

He was concerned about the Pond and what steps could be taken to clean it up. 

Suggestions Offered 

I suggested that through his own office he try to get someone from the state 
health department to work with him on cleaning up the Pond. 

He was informed that we would be glad to help in ways that we could. 

rJihn C. W. Riddle 

NovemJlr̂ Ĵ , 1968 



PJEGISTRY OF NATIONAL 
HISTORIC LANDMARKS 

REPORT OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO 

Ocaxnd MKLser House 

Date of visit Septenber 17, 1970 

Visited by Jdba C. ¥. Riddle 

Receiyed by_ 

(name) (title) 

Quretaker 
(name) 

Condition* 

OronndUi and flenie arte Vf 

(title) 

kt and vail kqpt. 

Hopawall Tillage MHS 
(office) 

Conrad Wrfjwp Hew— 
(office) 

Tha pond, one aara la aiaa^ ao» dndaad, tiMoiad, aad laiutaJ iMU afala \m 
fiUad vitt watar. TkU v t l l ^Ui te la tba fananr ata^Mitad, odariflMroaa, and 
mudî hilSjr inpaanuMw ant wfXl praaint a MMii aara plaaami altoatdUn to tte 
yialtar to the araa. Tim pou\ ooaa fiUad aitli «atar» v i l l ba atoekad wltte 
i^ldia mrp aad goldaa tapout. 

(^cration** 
The fdaqiia 
VttTff, but ttr* 
Homestead 

la ffoad oondltloB. Tte eartlfioate la a t l l l loeafead la Hanla-
KnuaKT ia gaftag to aate wmtf effort to aaa ttet i t la brought t)r̂  tte 

I t aaa te ptopwXf dlaplaTad. 

Tte araa tea aa aanal ylaitatiaa of ayfrosdaataly 10,000 paraooa iddA Ineludaa 
tte aaa of teth tte plaaia araa aad tte anaam. A faa of .2$ oaota par adult ia 
dbargad for entrance to tte maooa. GkUdran tndar 32 jraara of aga aad aeteol 
sroapa ara adsLttad fraa. 

Stafftngy aceordiag to lb** baaar, ia a t l l l eonsidarad low ahldi at preamt includes 
tte aax«tater aad two aalafeaaaaea aaa. Hm. Kraatr aometiiaaa Toluataara ter aarvlees 
daring parloda of teavlaat yialtatlon. 

*Grounds, structure/s, fumishings 
**'Note any changes in oxmership, sponsoring organizations, cpscatirg staff, 

use, location of plaque and certificate, etc. 



Special Problems 

Ham telp ia aaadad, ritala ilaaiUtiaa ara atll l aroadad aad aaad to te 
aapaaiad, lmm$f approprlatian from tte State would te needed to aorraat 
tteaa oaoffiLtioM. A now aaintanance buildlagf wood over ceiaant Uoate, 
7^ aq. ft , , tea jast teas eoi«latad tet wra wmmj ia aaadad to brlag 
•laatarla aartiate iato tte aalt to aate i t oa^plately oparatlonal. 

Suggestions Offered 

Still tte MUM old problatt* tzy to oMaia aora money to inproTO operatic. 
^ raallM ttet thia U aa iataraal flaaal problem aaH aiat te ratelirad at tte 
State lanral. 

State Hrta aad Matoriial arm tteoaĝ ioat m atate ara eparatlag an a 
stop-gap ftppropriatlaii. T&La ayataa ia gaad aatil Februaiy 3971« at irtdoh 
time they vUl again teve to ga tef ate >te State Budget Dlvaator mA tw 
nore nonoy. I f enough moniaa ia oot fooad tten tte m^J altarattlta wonOd te 
for tte atete te oloaa down som of their areaa* Tbia, I'm aurâ  tlaqr would 
Bot vaot te gappaa M i t would bring too nuch paUla preaaure te tear upcm 
them and wosld only telp to coaapoiind this problwa. 

ĝa) UoHn C. W. Rirfd-
(signed) 

Joto C. w. Biddla 

2$, mo 



REGISTHT OF NATIONAL HISTORIC 
AND NATURAL LANDMARKS 

REPORT OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO 

Conrad Wielser House 

Date of visit October 6, 1972 

Visited by John C. W. Riddle 
(name) 

Received by Mr, J. Paul Hertzog 
(name) 

, Superintendent 
( t i t l e ) 

» Caatodial Qaide 
( t i t l e ) 

, HopeaaiH fiUago MHS 
(office) 

, Conrad Waiser House 
{office) 

Condition){-
Grounds are neat In appearance, Evidence of some dead and dying elms, idilch 
will te removed and replaced vith anotter species. Considerable landscaping 
and reseeding of an old ditch bank which leads to the pond tes teen accoiqjllsted. 
Pond is s t i l l a problem because of a leak around the rim. Fond has also teen 
tte subject of conversation locally regarding tte polluted mess of the algae 
buildup. Efforts teve been made to remedy tte situation with an application 
of cteaical sprays approved by tte Department of Bivironnental Resources 
in Harrisburg, 

OperationiHfr 
Mr. Ira Kramer, fonasr Caretaker, retired on July 8, 1972, and Mr. Hertzog, 
Malntenanceman for the area, was notified from Harrisburg on October ̂  ttet 
he had been appointed to f l U tte Tacant slot, 

Tte plaque remains in good condition, Tte certificate was located in tte 
museum and will soon te affixed to tte wall for a l l visitors to see. 

Annual -visitation approximates 10,000 persons yearly with no noticeable 
increase or decrease in the visitation pattexn. 

One college student was hired for tte sunnier nontte to f i l l in after tte 
retireaent of Mr. Kramer, 

^Grounds, structure/s, fumishings 
•JHt-Note any changes in ownership, sponsoring organizations, operating 

staff, use, location of plaques and certificates, etc. 



Special Problems 

Repairs and redecoratioa to tte caretaters House before te aoves into the 
area. 

Suggestions Offered 

Hire another malntenanceman to replace tte position left vacant by the 
promotion of Mr, Hertzog, Strive to hire at least one college student for 
interpretive work during periods of heavy vi^tatlon. 



REGISTRY OF NATIONAL HISTORIC 
AND NATURAL LANDMARKS 

REPORT OF BIENICCAL VISIT TO 

CONRAD WISER HOUSE 

Dato of visit Deceaiter 19, 197U 

Visited by Earl J, Heydii:̂ er , Park Banger 
( t i t l e ) 

, Hopewell ̂ Lllagfi NHS 
(office) 

Received by Mr, & Hbcs. J, Paul H^zog, Custodial Guide, Conrad Weiser Hoaae 
(name) ( t i t l e ) (office) 

Conditions*-
Grounds roflect care, InMle surrounded by "commerce'*, the operations of tte 
adjoining Farr Nursery (at the worst) show today's necessary motor trucks at 
a historic bam. This is adjacent to the ̂ use parking lot which tes a common 
exit with the nursery. 

Traffic on the Harrisburg Road is not visible at the House, but can be noticed 
from tte grounds. 

Collectively, the Robesonia cfaorctes donated 2̂  appropriate trees, now planted. 

Operation^Ht 
Tte Plaque is easily noticed in approaching tte House from the parking lot; 
the certificate Is equally pronlnent in tte House (Museum), 

Adult visitation gained through free Senior Citizen admission aa did use of 
the grounds. This visitation and tte decrease of scteol visitation by over 
a foTixth teth reflect tte ftiel situation. 

The maintenance slot was not filled. The summer "tey'' worker reqxdred tbe 
expected supervision and handled tte equipment as a "boy". The "girl" 
summer student guide in the museum also reflected tte "modem" attitude 
toward workj rather constant use of ter portable radio was cited. Most 
likely she will return for 197$-

•JKjrounds, structure/s, fumislilngs 
•»H$-Note any changes in ownership, sponsoring organizations, operating 

staff, use, location of plaques and certificates, etc. 



Operations (Cont.) 

The problem mentioned in 1972 regarding interior repair and redecoration 
of tte caretaker's house was solved by the Hertzog's, "without red tape", 
through their own work and money. They do pay rent for the adjacent 
living quarters. 



Special Problems 

Mo major problems, but casually mentioned in general discussion by the 
Hertzogs. Necessary lighting within the House (Ifeiseum) does not meet 
Underwriters staiidards because i t is two #lb wires in the single lamp 
cord. 

The flagstone walk from the parking lot visible in a 1968 Regional photo 
was replaced by modem blacktop. I t does siurvive to the east of the 
caretaker's house. 

Historic tile roofs on the HoTxse and Spring House do not teve tte small 
shingle insert between tiles as at Hopewell. This lack may te the cause 
of dampness and mtting at the eaves of teth stmctxures. 

Suggestions Offered 

Hire a more dependable malntenanceman to replace "modem tey" 

Earl a, 
December 26, 197U 
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Six organizations, in one way or another interested in the Weiser heritage, 

combine to sponsor today's activities. The National Park Service, Department of 

the Interior, has provided the official designation of the Weiser Home as a Registered 

National Historic Landmark. The Permsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 

administers Weiser Park and the museum in the home. The Conrad Weiser Park 

Association provided the initiative in creating the park and continues in an ad­

visory capacity to support the Weiser tradition. The Historical Society of Berks 

County and its quarterly journal, the Historical Review oj Berks County, preserve all 

lore of Berks. The Pennsylvania German Folklore Society is devoted to recording 

the life of the Pennsylvania Germans, today and yesterday, and has published a 

full-length biography, Conrad Weiser, Pennsylvania Peacemaker by Arthur D. 

Graeff. The John Conrad Weiser Family Association consists of all descendants of 

John Conrad Weiser the elder (died 1746). I t has published The Weiser Family, 

a genealogy of the descendants of the Weisers, and is currently publishing a short 

pamphlet about Weiser. 

Die Geschlechter der Weisser aus Klein-Aspach, 1475-1959, by Rudolph Weisser, 

Stuttgart-Rohr, is a carefully compiled record of the Weiser/Weisser family in Ger­

many until the present. I t is the hope of the Weiser Family Association that pertinent 

extracts may be published, along with other data concerning the Weiser Heimat 

(home-place). Gross Aspach. 

Sound equipment is provided by courtesy of Mr . Robert Zink, Manheim, Pennsyl­

vania. The programs are provided by the John Conrad Weiser Family Association, 

Box 97, Manheim, Pennsylvania. Correspondence is invited concerning Weiser 

genealogy. The facilities of Conrad Weiser Park have been made available by the 

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Dr. S. K . Stevens, executive 

director, Mr . Ira Kramer, park custodian. 

f963 

PRESIDING Pastor Frederick S. Weiser 

Historian, John Conrad Weiser Family Association 

WELCOME 

PRESENTATION OF DIE GESCHLECHTER DER WEISSER 

AUS KLEIN-ASPACH, 1475-1959 Mrs. Francis Martin 

Buffalo, New York, on behalf of the author, Herr 

Rudolf Weisser, Stuttgart-Rohr, West Germany 

PRESENTATION OF T H E REGISTERED N A T I O N A L 

HISTORIC L A N D M A R K PLAQUE S. Sydney Bradford, Ph.D. 

Historian, National Park Service 

RECEPTION OF T H E L A N D M A R K PLAQUE S. K . Stevens, Ph.D. 

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 

ADDRESS: "Something about Weiser Park" Arthur D. Graeff, Ph.D. 

President, Pennsylvania German Folklore Society 

President, Conrad Weiser Park Association 

Editor, Historical Review of Berks County 

DECORATION OF T H E GRAVES OF CONRAD AND 

ANNA EVA (FEG) WEISER Mrs. Ida Krick 

Chicago, Illinois, great-great-great-

great-granddaughter of the pioneers. 

LORD'S PRAYER A N D BENEDICTION 





Conrad Weiser's home at Womelsdorf, open to the public. 

CONRAD WEISER'S picturesque career as 
farmer, traveler, churchman, county 

judge, diplomat, soldier, and member for a 
time of the Ephrata monastic community, re­
flects so many facets of early American l i f e 
that his most important role, that of keeper 
of the peace, is apt to be forgotten. For many 
years he was the key to good relations between 
white men and Indians in Pennsylvania. The 
Indians called h im Tarachiawagon, the "Holder 
of the Heavens." I t might be said that he held 
up the sky (by keeping off an Indian war) for 
the colonists as well. 

I t was this role as a peacemaker that made 
h im so important i n the history of our Com­
monwealth and nation. 

I t is easy to see how the role came to h im. 
B o m in the village of Affstat i n Wiirttemberg, 
Germany, November 2, 1696, he was brought 
by his father wi th others of the Weiser family 
to New York in 1710. Conrad spent the winter 

and spring of 1712-13 i n the Mohawk Valley 
among the Six Nations, or Iroquois Confederacy 
or League, as an adopted son of Chief Quaynant. 
The knowledge he gained there of the language, 
customs, and statesmanship of the Iroquois 
Confederacy (the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, 
Cayuga, Seneca, and Tuscarora nations) pre­
pared h im for his later career as an Indian 
interpreter and ambassador. 

From the Mohawk Valley in 1729 he brought 
his German wife, Ann Eve, and their children 
to Pennsylvania. They settled at the foot of 
Eagle Peak, at what is now the town of Wom­
elsdorf, mid-way between Reading and Leba­
non. There, i n the Tulpehocken Valley, he 
prospered as farmer and tanner. He bui l t a 
stone house, brought up a large family (he 
and Ann Eve had fourteen children i n a l l ) , 
was appointed Justice of the Lancaster County 
courts, and, when Berks County was erected 
in 1752, became its first President Judge. For 

HISTORIC PENNSYLVANIA LEAFLET iVo. 27 



many years he was the foremost figure in the 
region. 

I n official circles i n Philadelphia he was 
early known as the man who understood Indi­
ans. James Logan, Provincial Secretary, used 
Weiser's knowledge of the Iroquois Confederacy 
to work out a good Indian policy for the colony. 

To understand the significance of this new 
policy, i t is necessary first to see the dangers 
i t was intended to avert. 

Pennsylvania was at that time (the early 
eighteenth century) governed by Quakers, most 
of whom were strict pacifists determined to 
avoid the use of mil i tary force even i n self-
defense. Weiser and Logan, on the other hand, 
thought a strong hand was needed to keep the 
peace on Pennsylvania's borders. They saw 
disturbing signs on the frontier. Differences 
between Indians and white men sometimes led 
to bloodshed. I t was feared that hotheads on 
either side, i n the absence of any mil i tary force 
to restrain them, might use these incidents to 
rouse their people and incite them to massacre 
and war. 

The danger lay in two areas. The Delaware 
and Shawnee Indians in eastern Pennsylvania, 
although not forgetful of the happy relations 
they had once enjoyed wi th Wi l l i am Penn, 
were growing restless as they found themselves 
being pushed out of their home territories by 
advancing settlements. A n even graver danger 
seemed to lie i n the Susquehanna Valley. I n 
this region large bands of Indian refugees f rom 
the south, moving slowly northward to jo in the 
Iroquois i n upstate New York, were establish­
ing temporary colonies as they went. 

Weiser and Logan knew these refugee col­
onies to be sponsored by the Iroquois. Among 
the latter i t was a tradition, for t i f ied by the 
legend of their culture heroes Dekanawidah 
and Hiawatha, that Indians of other nations 
who desired the Confederacy's protection 
should be received and adopted. Accordingly, 
various bands of Indians, the remnants of 
uprooted nations, were being brought into the 
League "on the cradleboard," as their phrase 
ran. Tuscaroras, Nanticokes, Conoys, and Tute-
loes, at different times sent agents to Onondaga 
(the Iroquois capital) to ask permission, which 
they received, to move north through Penn­
sylvania. 

The Iroquois were glad to use these refugees 
as a means of saving the Susquehanna Valley 

as long as possible for the Indian race. A t the 
same time, they were aware that the migrations 
posed an acute danger of violent clashes wi th 
neighboring white men. Above all the Iroquois 
wanted to maintain the fr iendly relations W i l ­
l iam Penn had established wi th their fathers. 

To maintain this diplomatic policy—keeping 
good relations both wi th their Indian colonies 
and wi th "Brother Onas," that is Pennsylvania 
— the Onondaga Council, highest governing 
body of the Confederacy, dispatched a deputy 
to embody Iroquois authority over Pennsyl­
vania's Indians. He was to see that they neither 
suffered nor inflicted serious harm. This power­
f u l official, when Conrad Weiser came to Penn­
sylvania, was known among the Deiawares 
as Shikellamy [Shi-KELL-a-mee], "Our En-
lightener." 

The new Indian policy which Weiser helped 
to formulate was, i n a word, to recognize Iro­
quois authority over the Indians wi th in Penn­
sylvania's borders. By this means, i t was hoped, 
the settlers and traders on the frontiers would 
receive the firm protection that Quaker princi­
ples forbade. 

I n theory the policy was sound. But could 
i t be administered? I n the state of race tension 
rising in the woods, could there be found men 
of sufficient integrity and stature to hold the 
confidence of both races while conducting deli­
cate negotiations like those in a Cold War? 

The Iroquois had already appointed Shikell­
amy, who held the respect of Indians and white 
men alike. Pennsylvania appointed Conrad 
Weiser. He was known to get along well wi th 
some of the Mohawks—but what about his 
standing wi th the Iroquois as a whole and the 
famed Onondaga Council? 

I t was the answer given to that question that 
made his first journey to Onondaga in 1737 so 
important. I t showed the Iroquois that he had 
the qualities they most admired in a man: 
truthfulness, courage, and utter devotion, even 
to the point of death, to the task he had in 
hand. 

On that journey he was commissioned by 
Pennsylvania to bear an invitation f r o m the 
government of Virginia to the Onondaga Coun­
ci l to send delegates to a peace conference at 
Williamsburg. The matter was urgent because 
Virginia was an ally of the Catawbas, wi th 
whom the Iroquois were at war. Virginia was 
in danger of being drawn into a war wi th the 
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Iroquois which might bring Pennsylvania in 
too. Conrad Weiser was instructed to make all 
speed in order to reach Onondaga in time to 
halt Iroquois war parties scheduled to set out 
i n the spring. 

He lef t home on February 27, 1737. Af te r 
crossing the Blue Mountain by Indian path and 
joining up wi th Shikellamy, he and his party 
ran into heavy snow. Travel became difficult 
and dangerous, but, wi th peace or war at issue, 
Weiser pressed on. They struggled on foot 
through snow that was sometimes up to their 
knees, and climbed cliffs to escape flooded val­
leys. Af te r six terrible weeks, exhausted, starv­
ing (for the Indians they met were themselves 
without food) , Conrad Weiser collapsed in the 
snow. I f i t had not been for Shikellamy, he 
would have died on the t ra i l . 

But on A p r i l 10 they reached Onondaga. 
Weiser had sufficient strength to stand before 
the assembled chiefs and deliver his message. 

confirming i t wi th a belt of white wampum, 
symbol of peace. Indian runners were at once 
dispatched to al l parts of the Six Nations 
country to call off preparations for war. 

He emerged f rom that ordeal an Iroquois 
hero. When in 1743 he came back to Onondaga, 
i t was to "take the hatchet out of the head of 
the Six Nations," that is, to make amends for 
the slaying of some Iroquois travelers by white 
men in Virginia. He was hailed as Tarachia­
wagon, the "Holder of the Heavens," a title 
hitherto reserved for the Master of Li fe , the 
Great Spirit. Count Zinzendorf, the Moravian 
leader, trying to convey a sense of the high 
esteem in which Weiser was held in the Indian 
world, called h im the "Emperor of the 
Iroquois." 

Conrad Weiser was one of Pennsylvania's 
most noted travelers, whether on horseback, 
on foot, or by canoe. He made five journeys 
to the Iroquois homeland: i n 1737, 1743, 1745, 

JOURNEYS 
of 

CONRAD WEISER 
to 

ONONDAGA a LOGSTOWN 
1737 - 1748 

X • POSTS UNDER WEISER'S COMMAND 1756-58 

ONDONDAGA 

ALLEGHENY/RIVER 

pSHAMOKIN ^ t. 
SUSQUEHANNA RIVER / / (Sunbur^ ^ 5 

I . ^ > EASTON ' 

(Altoona) S P'^^J^'^^^./ + * \ WEISER'S 

t'v.-
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1750, and 1751. His most important journey 
after 1737, however, was one made in 1748 to 
Logstown, eighteen miles below the Point at 
Pittsburgh on the Ohio River. He made this 
t r ip to "brighten the chain of friendship" wi th 
the western Indians and, more specifically, to 
claim the Ohio-Allegheny country for the 
English colonies. That this resulted in French 
counterclaims leading to the French and Indian 
War is only another way of saying that i t was 
an attempt (ultimately successful) to save the 
Ohio Valley for the English-speaking people. 

He was a man of peace un t i l France's Indian 
allies, the Deiawares and Shawnees, took up 
the hatchet. They soon defeated General Brad-
dock and began to murder settlers in the Sus­
quehanna Valley. Then, i n October, 1755, hear­
ing a rumor that Indians in the French interest 
had crossed the Susquehanna and were about 
to attack settlements in the Tulpehocken Valley, 
Weiser raised a force of men overnight and 
marched them toward the Blue Mountain. 

During the next weeks he organized town 
guards and posted volunteers at strategic points 
along the Blue Mountain barrier. Early in 1756 
he was commissioned Lieutenant Colonel of the 
First Battalion of the Pennsylvania Regiment. 
For nearly two years that battalion, under his 
command, held a line of forts extending f rom 
the Susquehanna to the Delaware River, thus 
preventing the French and their allies f r o m 
penetrating too deeply into the Province. 

Meanwhile, most of the Iroquois remained 
loyal to the bonds of friendship wi th Pennsyl­
vania. They kept their refugee colonies quiet 
and exercised a restraining pressure on the 
Deiawares. Finally, at the Easton peace confer­
ence in 1758, at which Conrad Weiser was an 
interpreter, they made the Deiawares drop the 
hatchet. A few weeks later, the French at the 
Forks of the Ohio, threatened by the advance 
of a Brit ish army and deprived of their Indian 
allies, blew up Fort Duquesne and retired. 

Weiser's seal from a legal 
document. 

Conrad Weiser was Berks County's most dis­
tinguished citizen during colonial days and, i n 
retrospect, the best loved of Pennsylvania 
Dutchmen. Although he lived much in the 
world of affairs, he was at heart deeply reli­
gious. For a time he took part i n the strange 

e x p e r i m e n t i n 
mystical religion 
conducted at Eph­
rata. Later he be­
came the foremost 
layman of his day 
i n the Lutheran 
Church in Amer­
ica. He was also a 
promoter of the 
great Indian mis­
sion (a noble ex­

periment in race relations) which the Moravian 
Church established in Pennsylvania and Ohio. 

His daughter Maria married Henry Melchior 
Muhlenberg, "the Patriarch of the Lutheran 
Church in America." Two of his grandsons were 
among the founders of the United States: Major 
General John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg, hero 
of Brandywine, Germantown, and Yorktown 
(where his troops made the final assault on the 
Bri t ish lines) ; aiyd Frederick Augustus Conrad 
Muhlenberg, Speaker of the House of Repre­
sentatives in the First and Th i rd Congresses. 

On July 13, 1760, Conrad Weiser died at his 
home in the Tulpehocken Valley. His death 
was lamented i n Indian fashion by an old 
fr iend, Seneca George. Addressing himself to 
white men at Easton in 1761, Seneca George 
held in his hand a belt of white wampum, wi th 
four black streaks, and said, "We . . . are at 
a great loss and sit i n darkness, as well as you, 
by the death of Conrad Weiser, as since his 
death we cannot so well understand one an­
other; By this Belt we cover his Body wi th 
bark." 

Published by the Commonweahh of Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Harrisburg, 
1965. Text by Dr. Paul A. W. Wallace; edited by Donald H. Kent and WiUiam A. Hunter. The Historic Pennsyl­
vania Leaflets are sold for five cents a copy; in quantities of ten or more the price is three cents each. 
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CONRAD WEISER HOUSE 
United States 

Department of the Interior 

National Park Service, Washington, D.C. 

Womelsdorf, PENNSYLVAKHA 

THE NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 

Conrad Weiser's contribution was one of great signi­
ficance although his role has been neglected. Weiser 
came to America from Germany in 1710. As a youth 
he spent much time among the Indians of western New 
York learning their customs and language. In 1729 he 
moved to Pennsylvania and prospered as a farmer. 
His appreciation of Indian affairs and knowledge of 
Indian languages were probably unequalled in the 
colonies and his efforts helped win the support of the 
Iroquois for the Penns. He then cemented the Iroquois 
alliance. Weiser considered the Indian problem com­
mon to all the colonies and saw its solution on a 
colony-wide rather than a provincial basis. He helped 
avert war between Virginia and the Iroquois in 1743. 
By the Treaty of Logstown in 1748, he won over the 
west tribes and extended Pennsylvania's Indian trade 
to the Mississippi. With the death of one of his close 
Indian allies in 1748, he lost his commanding position, 

but he remained one of the best Indian Interpreters 
until his death. Although his later career lacked signifi­
cance, the Indian alliances he helped form were a 
decisive factor in England's victory over France in 
the struggle for North America. Weiser died on 
July 13, 1760. 

Conrad Weiser Memorial Park preserves the restored 
house built by Weiser in 1751 on his Womelsdorf 
plantation. The graves of Weiser, his wife and a num­
ber of his Indian associates are nearby. The house 
serves as a small museum. In addition to the main 
house, the original Weiser spring house and other 
outbuildings have been maintained. 

NSHSB 
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springhouse 

T Womelsdorf on U.S. 422 the Pennsylvania Trail of 
History brings the traveler to CONRAD WEISER MEMO­

RIAL PARK, site of the home of Conrad Weiser, who was the 
foremost Pennsylvania German of his day and the strongest 
influence for peace between the Indians and the white men 
in all the English Colonies. 

Born in Wurttemberg in 1696, Weiser came to New 
York with his father as a youth and spent several months as 
an adopted son of Quaynant, a Mohawk chief in the 
Schoharie Valley. Coming to Pennsylvania in 1729 with 
his wife, he settled in the Tulpehocken Valley just below 

Eagle Peak. The next thirty-one years until his death in 1760 were busy indeed for this talented 
man, who was a farmer and a tanner, a founder of Reading and first president judge of Berks 
County, a monk at Ephrata Cloister and a pillar of the Lutheran church, a lieutenant colonel 
in the French and Indian War and the grandfather of the famous John Peter Gabriel Muhlen­
berg, general in the American Revolution. 

His greatest achievements were in the field of Indian relations. With an insight into the 
Indian mind developed among the Mohawks and through his friendship with Shikellamy, Iro­
quois representative at the Forks of the Susquehanna (Sunbury), he had a mature understanding 
of Inchan-white relations and of the interests and outlook of the Six Nations (the Iroquois 
Confederacy). He and James Logan, the Provincial Secretary, formulated the poHcy of recog­
nizing the suzerainty of the Six Nations over the Indians in the Province and thereby gave the 
Confederacy an interest in protecting the Pennsylvania frontiers. This farsighted policy and 
Weiser's own prestige among,the Indians gave to Pennsylvania and its neighbors a remarkable 
freedom fi'om Indian incursions until the time of the French and Indian War. 

Here at CONRAD WEISER MEMORIAL PARK the visitor can see the restored home of this 
famotis negotiator and man of affairs. The original portion of the intriguing 
stone house was built shortly after Weiser settled here in 1729, and the second 
room was added in 1751. A few feet down the hill stands the stone springhouse 
with its stream of cool water. Inside the house are museum displays portraying 
the life of Weiser's day and the many activities of this versatile German pioneer. 
Elsewhere on the grounds are Weiser's grave and a statue of his Indian friend 
Shikellamy. This beautiful park is a fitting memorial to one of Pennsylvania's 
great men and to the Indian relations so vital to the Province. 

Statue of Shikellamy 



Lagoon at Conrad Weiser Park 
Visiting Hours 

DAYLIGHT SAVING T I M E : 8:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. week­
days; noon to 6:00 P.M. Sunday. 

WINTER: 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. Tuesday to Friday; 
10:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. Saturday; noon to 4:30 P.M. 
Sunday; closed Monday. 

Hours subject to change. 
Telephone: Womelsdorf, Code 215, 589-2934 

OA/OMELSDORF 
JCONRAD 

iWEISER 
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The home of Pennsylvania's 
eighteenth-century "ambassador" to 
the Iroquois Indian nation and the 
spacious grounds which suggest its 
wilderness site stand today on the 
Pennsylvania Trail of History at Wom­
elsdorf. Comad Weiser, the keeper 
of the peace between Indian and white 
man, built this home in 1729 when he 
moved from New York to become one 
of Berks County's first settlers. 

Bom in Germany in 1696, Conrad Weiser 
came to New York in 1710 with his family. His 
education in Indian customs and language began 
early, when he spent the winter of 1712-1713 
as the adopted son of Chief Quaynant of the 
Iroquois Indians. Later, as land became scarce 
in New York, he brought his family to Pennsyl­
vania, settUng at the foot of Eagle Peak in the 
Tulpehocken Valley. Here he remained for the 
rest of his life, prospering as a farmer and tanner, 
and bringing up his fourteen children. 

Weiser's knowledge of the Indians made him 
a much sought after figure in early Pennsylvania. 
He and James Logan, Provincial Secretary of 
Peimsylvania, formed the Indian poUcy which 
kept Pennsylvania free from Indian disturbances 
until the French and Indian War. An aUiance 
with the powerful Iroquois directed them to con­
trol the Deiawares and other Pennsylvania In­
dians. Weiser was instrumental in creating this 
policy, and he was essential in its execution. He 
and Shikellamy, the representative of the Iroquois, 
worked closely together, traveling through the 
wilderness to keep the border peaceful from 1737 
to the 1750's. 

With the coming of the French and Indian 
War, Weiser was forced to abandon these peaceful 
missions in order to defend his home and the 
surrounding area. In 1756 he was commissioned 
Lieutenant Colonel of the First Battalion of the 
Pennsylvania Regiment, and for the next two 
years he had the heavy responsibility of holding 
the forts stretching from the Susquehanna to the 

Delaware River. The treaty Weiser had made 
with the Iroquois remained firm during this period, 
however, and in 1758, with Weiser acdng as in­
terpreter, the Iroquois forced the Deiawares to 
retire from the field. Shortly after this, the French 
whhdrew from the Forks of the Ohio (Pitts­
burgh), and the pressure on the frontier was 
greatly lessened. 

Weiser's interests lay not only in preserving 
peace with the Indians. For a time he partici­
pated in the mystical religious community estab­
lished at Ephrata by Conrad Beissel. He was 
too much a part of the active world to remain in 
seclusion for long, however. Later he became a 

Weiser's Iroquois Friend, Shikellamy 

strong supporter of the Lutheran Church. He also 
promoted the Moravian mission to the Indians of 
Peimsylvania and Ohio. In 1741 he was appoint­
ed Justice of Lancaster County, and when Berks 
County was formed in 1752, he became its first 
President Judge. When the town of Reading was 
laid out, Weiser was active in the planning group. 

Conrad Weiser's descendants also gained 
prominent positions for themselves in the later 
history of Pennsylvania. His daughter Maria 
married Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, "patriarch" 
of the Lutheran Church of America. Two of his 
grandsons were among the founders of the United 
States: General John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg, 
hero of Brandywine, Germantown, and York-
town; and Frederick Augustus Conrad Muhlen­
berg, Speaker of the House of Representatives in 
the First and Third Congresses. 

The house which Conrad Weiser built in 
1729 consisted of one large room, which served 
as kitchen, dining room, and sitting room. At 
one end was a great fireplace and bakeoven, which 
provided ample refreshment both for family and 
the numerous visitors who made Weiser's a stop­
ping point on their travels. Above were sleeping 
quarters under the sloping roof. With the family 
expanding, an addition was made to the house in 
1751. These rooms are now a museiun, with 



most of the pieces on display coming from Berks 
County, some of them dating to Weiser's 
time. Weiser also built the stone springhouse 
downhill from the house. On a small knoll near 
his home are the graves of Weiser, his wife Ann 
Eve, and several of their children. The large 
stone house presently used by the caretaker was 
built in 1824. Also on the grounds is a statue 
representing Shikellamy carrying a peace pipe, 
with one hand open and raised in the Indian ges­
ture of friendship. 

The Conrad Weiser Memorial Park was 
established in the 1920's under the leadership of 
the Berks County Historical Society. In 1926, 
Weiser's descendants gave the homestead to the 
Conrad Weiser Memorial Park Association, and 
restoration of the house was begun. In 1935 the 
Department of Forests and Waters of the Com­
monwealth of Pennsylvania assumed control. The 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
took charge in 1953, and has continued to main­
tain the natural beauty of this memorial to one 
of Pennsylvania's earhest keepers of the peace. 

CONRAD 
AVeiSER 

Visiting Hours 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME: 8:30 A:M. to 5:00 P.M. 
weekdays except Monday; 1:00 to 5:00 P.M. 
Sunday. 

WINTER: 9:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. weekdays ex­
cept Monday; 1:00 to 4:30 P.M. Sunday. 

Hours subject to change. 

Telephone: Womelsdorf, Code 215, 589-2934 


