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1. NAME OF PROPERTY 

Historic Name: Beth Sholom Synagogue 

Other Names/Site Number: Temple Beth Sholom 

2. LOCATION 

Street & Number: 8231 Old York Road 

City/Town: Elkins Park (Cheltenham Township) 

State: PA County: Montgomery Code: 091 

Not For Publication: N/A 

Vicinity: N/A 

Zip Code: 19027-1595 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

Ownership of Property  
Private: X 
Public-Local: 
Public-State: 
Public-Federal: 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

1 

1 

Category of Property 
Building(s): _ X 
District: 
Site: 
Structure: 
Object: 

Noncontributing 
1 buildings 

sites 
1 structures 

objects 
2 Total 

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register: 

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: N/A 

National Histonc Landmark 
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by tiw 

Secretary of the Inteflor 



NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION 
NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

BETH SHOLOM SYNAGOGUE Page 2 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify 
that this nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the 
National Register Criteria. 

Signature of Certifying Official Date 

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date 

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is: 

Entered in the National Register 

Determined eligible for the National Register 
Determined not eligible for the National Register 
Removed from the National Register 
Other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 
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6. FUNCTION OR USE 

Historic: Religion Sub: Religious facility, church school 

Current: Religion Sub: Religious facility, church school 

7. DESCRIPTION 

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: Modem Movement (Wrightian) 

MATERIALS 
Foundation: Reinforced concrete 
Roof: Metal (steel, aluminum) 
Walls: Concrete, metal, glass, synthetic 
Other: 
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance 

Beth Sholom Synagogue is nationally significant as one of Frank Lloyd Wright's most important commissions 
during his long, productive, and influential career. Constructed between 1954 and 1959, the building is 
Wright's only synagogue among a relatively small number of religious commissions. Both a product of its time 
and place, and symbolically and liturgically grounded in Judaic tradition, the glass pyramid is an unforgettable 
presence in the suburban Philadelphia landscape, day or night. Its power as a building stemmed from the 
fruitful collaboration between the famous architect and the congregation's rabbi, Mortimer J. Cohen. A letter 
to Cohen accompanying the initial set of plans presented the design to the congregation as a "promised 
hosanna" and a "coherent statement of worship." Beth Sholom Synagogue is one of a group of sixteen 
Wright buildings singled out in 1959 by the American Institute of Architects and the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation as his most important "to the nation...which ought to be preserved in their original 
form."' The building remains essentially unchanged and exhibits an unusually high degree of integrity. 

Site and Location 
The Beth Sholom Congregation property sits at the crest of, and commands a south-facing ridge near the top of 
a dramatically steep rise on Old York Road in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania. Elkins Park is a community in the 
inner ring suburbs just beyond Philadelphia's northem city limits in Cheltenham Tovmship, Montgomery 
County. Wright sited the synagogue building to take advantage of this location, and it is visible from a distance, 
particularly at night when lit. Beth Sholom Synagogue stands out from the surroundings and buildings in its 
immediate viewshed and its dramatic presence acts as a beacon of faith, both during the daytime and at night. 
The area was first settled during the colonial period as an agricultural district located well to the north of the 
city of Philadelphia's initial boundaries. By the mid-nineteenth century, the area surrounding Beth Sholom had 
been established as a region of elite country estates. With the expansion of the city's boundaries through 
consolidation in 1854, Philadelphia became adjacent to what would come to be knovm as Elkins Park, in honor 
of traction magnate William L. Elkins, whose large estate stood in the vicinity. 

The area within which the Beth Sholom property sits attained a suburban, middle-class character in the decades 
following World War II. The adjacent residential development was a key reason for the synagogue's eventual 
constmction in that locale. Old York Road is the axis along which a number of other Jewish congregations 
relocated from Philadelphia neighborhoods during the postwar period. The suburban lanes branching off of Old 
York Road near the Beth Sholom property have a relatively modest scale and are lined with medium-sized, 
detached single-family houses on treed lots. 

' See Aline Saarinen, "Preserving Wright's Architecture," New York Times, April 19, 1959: X-17, "Watch on Wright's 
Landmarks," Architectural Record 126 (September 1959): 9, and Anne E. Biebel et al., "First Unitarian Society Meeting House," 
National Historic Landmarks Nomination (U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 2004): 17-18, fh. 27. The list 
included: W. H. Winslow House, River Forest, IL; Frank Lloyd Wright Home and Studio, Oak Park, IL (NHL, 1976); Ward 
Willitts House, Highland Park, IL; Frederick C. Robie House, Chicago, IL (NHL, 1963); Aline Bamsdall "Hollyhock" House, 
Los Angeles, CA; Taliesin, Spring Green, WI (NHL, 1976); "Fallingwater," Bear Run, PA (NHL, 1976); S. C. Johnson & Son, 
Inc., Administration Building, Racine, WI (NHL, 1976); Taliesin West, Phoenix, AZ (NHL, 1982); Unitarian Meeting House, 
Madison, WI (NHL, 2004); S. C. Johnson & Son, Inc., Research Tower, Racine, WI (NHL, 1976); V. C. Morris Shop, San 
Francisco, CA; H. C. Price Tower, Bartlesville, OK; Beth Sholom Synagogue, Elkins Park, PA; Solomon R. Guggenheim 
Museum, New York, NY; and Paul R. Hanna House, Palo Alto, CA (NHL, 1989). Sometime between 1959 and 1964, Unity 
Temple in Oak Park, IL (NHL, 1970) was added to the list, making a total of seventeen buildings. See R. R. Cuscaden, "Frank 
Lloyd Wright's Drawings, Preserved," Prairie School Review 1 (1964): 18. 
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The Beth Sholom Congregation property sits on the east side of Old York Road, which in this area is a four-lane 
state road (Route 611) that mns essentially north-south. Foxcroft Road forms the northem border of the lot, 
which backs up to other properties on its southem and eastem sides. Containing just under four acres, the 
property slopes dovmward to the south and east from its highest point located in the northwest quadrant—the 
site of the Wright-designed synagogue building. The synagogue sits back slightly from Old York Road, and is 
fronted by a grass lawn and low, reinforced concrete fountain of Wright's design on axis with the main door on 
the building's west elevation. The fountain consists of a shallow, lozenge-shaped pool with low-level jets. An 
access drive—also part of the original Wright scheme—curves around the fountain in front of the building from 
Old York Road to Foxcroft; it is currently not in frequent use. To the south of the main synagogue building is 
the non-contributing administrative and educational building, which consists of the Sheerr Religious School and 
the Samuel and Anna Cross Armex built in 1951 and 1969, respectively. The east, or rear of the property 
consists primarily of a paved parking lot that serves the complex and can be accessed from either an entrance on 
Old York Road positioned to the south of the administrative-education building, or from Foxcroft Road to the 
east (rear) of the synagogue. A covered walkway—not part of Wright's scheme—cormects the two edifices. 
Garden areas have been established between the buildings and around the non-contributing building. 

Exterior 
The synagogue that Frank Lloyd Wright designed for the Beth Sholom Congregation remains in excellent 
condition, with virtually no alterations since its construction. There have been no substantial repair or 
replacement campaigns since its completion, and regular maintenance has consisted of: repainting the exterior, 
selected repair of some of the exterior glazing panels, and maintenance of other surfaces. 

The synagogue building is composed in a single, complex volume. It consists of a glazed, pyramidal tower, 
broad in form and made up of three sides, and a base of reinforced concrete, steel, and glass. These components 
rise from an irregular, yet bilaterally symmetrical, hexagonal plan in which the main (west) elevation faces Old 
York Road where the southeast and northeast elevations come to a point opposite, facing east. This axis orients 
the worshipers to the arks placed near the building's eastem point, facing in the direction of Jemsalem, an 
orientation that reflects a planning convention used in many Conservative Jewish synagogues built in the mid-
twentieth century. 

The pyramidal building both shelters and expresses the main sanctuary space on the interior through its 
massive, yet simultaneously airy presence. This duality corresponds to two dominant metaphors voiced from 
the beginning of the project by Rabbi Mortimer J. Cohen (1894-1972), Wright's collaborator: that of a tent and 
that of a mountain (see Section 8 for a discussion of the symbolism associated with the building at the time of 
constmction and after). Both the exterior and interior are organized on repeating motifs of triangular and 
hexagonal forms realized in both two and three dimensions both in the fundamental structure and as decorative 
overlay. 

Below the glazed pyramid, two horizontal, interlocking layers of distinct materials comprise its base. The lower 
layer is reinforced concrete painted in a sand color and rakes slightly inward on all sides as it rises. On the rear 
(east) portion of the building, this part of the base is a larger portion of the whole because it drops fiirther 
dovmward, responding to the falling contours of the sloping site. The comers of concrete base (facing 
northwest, southwest, and east) are prismatic and diamond-like in form and project at an angle that visually 
accentuates the upward lift of the pyramid's steel tripod above. Lamps resembling menorahs embellish the west 
sides of the northwest and southwest projections, which flank the main entrance piercing the center of the base's 
west side. A concrete platform reached by five low stairs painted red in the manner of the original scheme 
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extends across this elevation and provides access to the doors. Triangular, frosted-glass light fixtures are inset 
into the base and articulate the point of intersection between the platform and the wall. A one-story glass and 
bronzed metal entrance pavilion juts outward from the center of the facade, which is sheltered by a broad, 
triangular canopy that extends outward from the top of the concrete portion of the base. The front of the canopy 
is decorated with repeating, aluminum coated metal panels designed on a variation of the building's triangular 
theme, echoed again in the handles of the two sets of glazed doors. Two slender posts rise upward from the 
forward portion of the entrance pavilion for added stmctural support. 

The second layer of the building's base provides transition between the concrete below and the glazed pyramid 
above. This layer is also hexagonal in plan, but extends upward and outward from the concrete base, using the 
same materials, metal and glass, used in the pyramid above. The lower half of this layer, immediately above the 
concrete, is sheathed in raked courses of glazing panels, and the upper portion, comprising the roof of the base, 
is covered in rectangular metal panels edged with the same repeating motif as used on the entrance canopy. 

The pyramidal tower is the most memorable feature of the building's exterior. On the whole, the scheme is a 
very complex variation - in scale, geometry, and materials—on nineteenth-century constmction techniques 
commonly used in greenhouses in which lapped glass panes set in either iron or wood frames served both as 
roofing and glazing material. With Beth Sholom, the raked courses of panels are set on and in a metal frame 
consisting of both large vertical and smaller horizontal members. The three stmctural-metal legs of the tripod 
are articulated by seven lamps set at regular intervals and by the familiar geometric decorative motifs. The 
glazing appears to hang from the tripod, not unlike the sides of a tent from its poles. The courses of glazed 
panels follow the angle of the lines in the transitional layer of the base. The exterior panels themselves consist 
of a double layer of cormgated, sand-blasted glass reinforced with chicken wire, all of which superficially 
resembles the fiberglass and acrylic panels common to the period.̂  On each of the pyramid's three sides, a 
central bevel projects slightly from the other glazed sections. These bevels, which in the early versions of 
Wright's design were intended to hold stained glass panels, are articulated by metal vertical members topped by 
a decorative metal panel. The upper portion of the building is topped by an aluminum finish cap which 
continues the decorative rectilinear motif of the other metal portions of the exterior. 

Interior 
The two-part arrangement of the exterior reflects a two-part arrangement of interior space: the upper, main 
sanctuary contained within in the glazed, tripod tower situated over a smaller sanctuary and social and service 
spaces on the ground floor of the base. As in elevation, the interior floor plan is bilaterally symmetrical along 
the east-west axis. Virtually all of the original, Wright-designed details survive unaltered, from the room 
divisions to finishes, including: light fixtures, flamiture, colors, flooring, and trim. The main doors on the west 
elevation give onto the Harold L. Neuman Memorial Foyer, a typically Wrightian compressed entry area 
enclosed by glass and plain plaster walls, and topped by an interior extension of the exterior entrance canopy. 
Beyond the second set of doors and a descending stair on the main entry access is the Rabbi Mortimer J. Cohen 

^ One persistent misconception about Beth Sholom Synagogue's exterior glazing is that low-flying military jets from 
nearby Willow Grove Air Force Base in breaking the sound barrier, have caused the failure and subsequent replacement of the 
exterior panels with ones crafted from acrylic. Fieldwork conducted as part of research for this nomination revealed that the 
double-layer, corrugated reinforced glass system survives, with only a small number of failures in random panels over the 
decades. The corrugated structure of the glass panels, which resembles acrylic panels of the period, coupled with a degree of 
yellowing on the exterior is likely to blame for this confusion, compounded by construction correspondence discussing the 
possibility of using plastic for an interior glazing layer. The dialogue between Wright and several of the members of the 
congregation related to the glazing can be found in the Beth Sholom Correspondence Binders (BSB) Volume 4, Beth Sholom 
Congregation Archives, Elkins Park, Pennsylvania. 
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Foyer. The doors are similar to others in the public areas and characterized by simple, bronze-finish metal 
frames surrounding single glass panels and opened by the building's signature door handles. Echoing the 
exterior entrance platform, the floors of the two entry foyers are covered with Cherokee red linoleum and 
feature the inset, floor-level triangular fixtures used outside. The walls are articulated in smooth- and rough-
finished plaster. Handrails with an aluminum finish and decorative planters constmcted of walnut and 
decorated with the repeated geometric decorative motif also contribute to a seamless interior-exterior 
composition. The doors to the men's and women's lounges are located to the right and left of the stair in the 
second foyer. 

Further along the entrance axis on the other side of this foyer, a second descending stair provides access to a 
smaller worship space known as the "Sisterhood Sanctuary." The auditorium seating, in copper-colored leather 
upholstery, is angled toward a reader's platform, the bimah, at the eastem end of the diamond-plan space from 
which worship services are conducted. The floor slopes toward the bimah, featuring Wright-designed ftimiture 
and aluminum-finish decorative panels, over which hangs a lamp of etemal light, the ner tamid. In addition to 
the ner tamid, the room is lit by recessed lights in a ceiling cove above the bimah and triangular ceiling fixtures 
found elsewhere on the lower level. 

Two mirror-image public spaces flank the Sisterhood Sanctuary and interior foyer: the Robin Lounge on the 
north and the Presidents' Lounge on the south. These are both entered using stairs descending from the foyer 
and feature Cherokee red linoleum flooring and comer fireplaces, but differ slightly in their fumishings. The 
President's Lounge includes access to space once used as a service kitchen, but used primarily for storage. 

The upper level of the interior is taken up almost entirely by the remarkable main sanctuary, reached by two 
generous staircases rising from the Neuman Foyer. Pairs of glazed doors to either side of the doors into the 
Cohen Foyer give access to the stairs. Only after arriving at the top of the stairs are visitors able to perceive the 
sanctuary space in its entirety. This dramatic introduction to the space, which extends upward for the full height 
of the glazed tripod tower, is a imique and powerful moment in experiencing Beth Sholom Synagogue. This 
perception was a planned contrast intended to have an awe-inspiring effect on the approaching worshipers. 
From the top of the stairs, the space not only opens upward, but also downward with a floor sloping toward the 
space's center. The bimah rises at the sanctuary's eastem end, placing the rabbi and the other officiates at 
approximately the same height as those people seated midway dovm the seating area for the congregation, a 
cmcial point of the design. 

Original Wright-designed decorative elements are concentrated at certain points in the room for both effect and 
meaning, as well as for the more practical aspects of religious practice. At the northwest and southwest comers 
of the room at the point where the tripod legs meet the concrete base of the building, a pyramidal concrete form 
rises upward and echoes similar forms projecting from the comers of the base on the exterior. These triangular 
features hold memorial plaques constmcted of walnut and topped by panels bearing panels with an abstracted 
flame-like design. The flame motif is repeated in several places throughout the room, most notably in the bright 
seraphim-wing lamp rising above the ark, framing a key focal point: the word "kadosh" or "holy" in Hebrew 
letters. The bimah contains a number of pieces of Wright-designed fumiture, including: chairs for the rabbi, 
cantor, and others, two lectems, and two menorahs standing on either side at the edge of the platform. To either 
side of the ark, a half height wall is topped by a perforated screen that is visually enlivened by zigzag or saw­
tooth pattem, which nods to the triangle theme used throughout the building. The area behind the screen houses 
the organ and what was originally the rabbi's study. 
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One of the most significant elements of Wright's scheme for the main sanctuary is the large chandelier hanging 
from the glazed tower's cap and suspended in the middle of the space. The form of the stained-glass chandelier 
is an inverted, three-sided pyramid; one of the corners points directiy eastward toward the bimah. The materials 
and treatment of the tower's interior is similar to the exterior, with the stmctural members of the tripod finished 
with aluminum-finished panels bearing familiar geometric patteming. The translucent inner layer of glazing 
panels between the supports is clearly visible. 

The plan, form, and detailing of the synagogue designed by Frank Lloyd Wright for the Beth Sholom 
Congregation survives in its entirety and maintains a high degree of physical and historical integrity. There 
have been no major changes or wholesale replacement of materials since the building was completed. 

Contributing structure: 

Access drive 
As originally completed, an access drive extended south from Foxcroft Road between the synagogue and 
foimtain, providing automobile access for the main entrance before tuming eastward into the parking lot on the 
property's east side. Sometime after 1965, the segment of the road between the synagogue and the school 
building, connecting to the parking lot, was removed with the constmction of the annex and present covered 
walkway. The portion of the drive parallel to the synagogue's west (main) face—a design integral with both the 
entrance stairs and fountain—is considered a contributing structure. 

Contributing object: 

Fountain 
Part of the original design for the site, Wright situated a fountain with a shallow, lozenge-shaped pool and low-
level jets on axis with the building's main doors on the west elevation. The fountain is located across the entry 
road from the doors and is a symbolic representation of the laver, a place where ancient practitioners of Judaism 
washed before entering sacred spaces or performing sacred rituals. The fountain is considered a contributing 
object. 

Non-contributing building: 

Sheerr Religious School and Samuel and Anna Cross Annex 
Situated to the south of the Wright-designed synagogue, the Sheerr Religious School Building and the Samuel 
and Anna Cross Armex were not part of Wright's work for the Beth Sholom Congregation. Since Wright's 
design is the basis of the synagogue's national significance, this administration-education building is a non-
contributing building. The L-shaped Sheerr Religious School Building, now comprising the building's northem 
and westem sections, was completed on plans by Philadelphia architect Israel Demchick two years before 
Wright's involvement with the Congregation. It was the first building constmcted after the congregation's 
purchase of the property in 1949. This portion of the reinforced concrete building contains two-stories on an L-
shaped plan, and is faced in yellow brick with reinforced concrete details, metal strip windows, and a flat roof 
The original entrance, oriented to Old York Road and now rarely used, is on the building's westem side and 
fronted by a flat-roofed portico supported on a single reinforced concrete column. The second portion of the 
building is also L-shaped and comprises the southem and eastem sections of what now is a building with a 
footprint in the shape of a square doughnut. This portion of the building was completed in 1969 on plans by 
Philadelphia architects Thalheimer and Weitz, and is similar in detail to the Demchick portion, with its flat roof 
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and rectilinear volumes faced in tan brick. The original school building and its later addition are considered 
non-contributing. 

Non-contributing structure: 

Covered walkway 
A covered walkway connects Beth Sholom Synagogue and the Sheerr Religious School and Samuel and 
Anna Cross Annex. It extends from the entrance canopy over the main door on the east side of the 
school/annex to an entrance on the southeast side of the synagogue. Because the flat-roofed canopy was not 
part of Wright's design and was completed ca. 1969 with the Cross Annex—after the period of 
significance—it is considered a non-contributing stmcture. 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 
Nationally:J^ Statewide:_ Locally: 

Applicable National 
Register Criteria 

Criteria Considerations 
(Exceptions): 

NHL Criteria: 

NHL Theme(s): 

Areas of Significance: 

A B C X D 

A X B C D E F G X 

4, Exception 1 

III. Expressing Cultural Values 
5. Architecture, landscape architecture and urban design 

Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance: 

Significant Dates: 

Significant Person(s): 

Cultural Affiliation: 

Architect/Builder: 

Historic Contexts: 

1954-1959 

N/A 

N/A 

Wright, Frank Lloyd 

XVI. Architecture 
S. Wrightian 
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State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of 
Significance Noted Above. 

Introduction 
Beth Sholom Synagogue is nationally significant as one of the most important works of the great American 
architect Frank Lloyd Wright. The building's significance is equal to that of such other National Historic 
Landmarks as Wright's First Unitarian Society Meeting House in Shorewood Hills, Wisconsin (1950; NHL, 
2004), and the Johnson Wax Company Administrative Offices and Research Laboratories in Racine, Wisconsin 
(1936-39, 1944-50; NHL, 1976), and the Marin County Civic Center in San Rafael, Califomia (1962; NHL, 
1991). Beth Sholom was one of a handful of Wright buildings singled out in 1959 by the American Institute of 
Architects and the National Tmst for Historic Preservation for their invaluable contribution to American 
culture. Brendan Gill, who among the well-known Wright authors speaks most eloquently on Beth Sholom and 
its importance, described the process of designing Beth Sholom Synagogue as "one of the most important 
events in Wright's career."̂  

Wright's contributions to architecture and overall influence in this country and across the globe are, perhaps, 
unmatched. He worked on well over one-thousand projects including houses, office buildings, churches, 
schools, libraries, bridges, stores, and museums. Of these projects, an estimated 430 were seen to completion 
(not including work that may have been done on projects with other principal architects) and a vast majority of 
these are still standing.̂  As Wright's only commission for a synagogue and his only non-Christian 
ecclesiastical design, Beth Sholom Synagogue possesses singularity among an already rarified group of Wright-
conceived religious buildings. It also holds weight within Wright's long and distinguished career for the 
unusually collaborative relationship between Wright and Beth Sholom's rabbi, Mortimer J. Cohen 
(1894-1972). The finished building is a striking religious design quite unlike any other and is a benchmark in 
Wright's career, mid-twentieth century architectural trends, and in the story of American Judaism. 

Beth Sholom Congregation 
Beth Sholom Congregation was founded in the Logan neighborhood of north Philadelphia in 1919 in a period of 
rapid expansion for Conservative Judaism in American cities.̂  Beth Sholom's first building (constmcted from 
plans by local architect Jacob Feldstein), was located at the intersection of Broad Street, the city's principal 
north-south thoroughfare, and Courtland Street. Most of this area was characterized by dense residential and 
industrial blocks largely developed between the Civil War and World War I, while religious institutions, 
commercial stmctures, and larger residences were built on major roads, of which Broad was the most 
prominent. 

Just as Beth Sholom's founding corresponded to the pre-Depression pattern of expansion for Conservative 
Judaism in the United States, the congregation's decision to move out of Philadelphia after World War II 
reflected the postwar "synagogue boom" in the American suburbs. As historian Jack Wertheimer has noted, 
this boom stemmed from a substantial demographic shift within Conservative Jewish congregations. In this, 
Jews coming of age after the war broke with the pattems of previous urban generations and joined the general 

^ Brendan Gill, Many Masks, a Life of Frank Lloyd Wright (New York: Ballantine Books, 1988), 461. 
" For a catalog of Wright's work, see: William Allin Storrer, The Architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright: A Complete 

Catalog (197S) (Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 1995). 
' Jack Wertheimer, "The Conservative Synagogue," in Wertheimer, ed., The American Synagogue: A Sanctuary 

Transformed{Camhridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987): 116-23. 
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American population in the postwar middle-class exodus from cities.* The younger members of the Beth 
Sholom Congregation were thus becoming more integrated into general American culture than their parents and 
grandparents, who had lived in "densely populated Jewish enclaves."^ 

Rabbi Mortimer Cohen (who had been with the congregation since its founding) and Beth Sholom's board 
began contemplating the move that would lead to Wright's commission in the late 1940s. They purchased the 
Elkins Park property in January, 1949, under the pretext of building a new school for the congregation rather 
than a new synagogue since there was resistance among some members on the issue.* Philadelphia architect 
Israel Demchick (1890-1980), a member of the congregation who also specialized in synagogue design, was 
hired for the project.̂  The building was completed in the fall of 1951 and soon dubbed the "Beth Sholom 
Annex." The leaders of the congregation had noted in 1949 that "in the course of the past five to ten years, we 
have watched the tendency of our children, when they marry, to move northward" from Philadelphia into lower 
Montgomery Coimty, including the area around Elkins Park.'° Spurred by Rabbi Cohen, the leadership wished 
to "keep Beth Sholom a young and strong Congregation" by moving the temple to Elkins Park and spent the 
next couple of years diplomatically persuading congregants to back the cause." In 1953, Rabbi Cohen leamed 
of a possible merger between two other Jewish congregations who plaimed to relocate to a site near Beth 
Sholom's property in Elkins Park. In addressing the board of directors, he maintained: 

that time is in our favor and that if we work fast we could be The Synagogue in this area and find 
that we meet the needs of sufficient members to maintain a fine and growing institution in an area 
which is fast becoming populated with Jewish families.'̂  

Rabbi Cohen went on to voice his fear that if Beth Sholom did not move with all deliberate speed, that they 
would lose members to competitors in the area. The board concurred, and a full move to Elkins Park began in 
eamest. 

Frank Lloyd Wright, Rabbi Mortimer Cohen, and an "American Synagogue" 
Wright's career has been loosely divided into five chronological periods that provide a flexible framework for 
comprehending the constancy and change in his work over time. The divisions are as follows: Early Period 
(1890-1900), First Mature Period or Golden Age (1900-12), Second Period (1913-29), Third Period (1930-41), 
and Fourth Period or Second Golden Age (1941-59). At the time of the Beth Sholom commission, Frank Lloyd 
Wright was enjoying a major resurgence of his career, life, and fame during his "Second Golden Age." At the 
time, the architect-octogenarian was further refining designs for his Usonian houses, and overseeing such large-
scale projects as the Price Tower (1952-56), the Dallas Theater (1955), the Armunciation Greek Orthodox 
Church (1956), and the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum (1956-59). During the same period, the 
Guggenheim Museum exhibited his work as Sixty Years of Living Architecture: The Work of Frank Lloyd 
Wright (1953), and he published such works as Genius and the Mobocracy (1949), The Future of Architecture 

* Ibid., 125. 
' Ibid. 
* Leo and Vera Posel to Beth Sholom Congregation, July 6, 1949, Montgomery County Deed Book 2001, 287 et seq.. 

Office of the Montgomery County Recorder of Deeds, Norristown, Pennsylvania. 
^ See Emily T. Cooperman and Sandra Tatman, "Demchick, Israel," Philadelphia Architects and Buildings Project, 

http://www.philadelphiabuildings.org/pab/app/ar_display.cfm/22676, accessed April 1, 2005. 
Beth Sholom Letter [newsletter], September 19, 1949, Beth Sholom Congregation Archives (hereafter BSCA), Elkins Park, 

Pennsylvania. 
" Ibid. 

Minutes of the Board of Directors, September 14, 1953, BSCA. 
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(1953), The Natural House (1954), and The Story of the Tower: The Tree That Escaped the Crowded Forest 
(1956), chronicling the contemporaneous Price Tower commission. 

Frank Lloyd Wright's engagement with Beth Sholom began with a suggestion made by sculptor Boris Blai 
(1890-1985), then dean of the nearby Tyler School of Art. Blai had come to know Wright while teaching at 
Florida Southem College and suggested that Wright might provide a means for creating "The Synagogue" that 
Rabbi Cohen sought.'̂  In November 1953, Rabbi Cohen wrote to Wright and introduced himself This cmcial 
first contact would establish the foundation of their working relationship in several respects. Rabbi Cohen 
couched his idea for the new building in terms that related to the greater social "mainstreaming" of the 
synagogue's younger congregants, placing its design within a broader American cultural context. After 
introducing himself and the plan for a new synagogue. Rabbi Cohen went right to this point: 

There is a dream and hope in my heart and in [Dean Blai's] of erecting a Synagogue...(in simple, modem 
design) that will be an inspiration for generations to come, so that people will come from all over the 
country to see it and find here a 'new thing'— t̂he American spirit wedded to the ancient spirit of Israel.''* 

Rabbi Cohen further elaborated on the fundamentally democratic, and therefore American, aspects of Judaism: 

Judaism has been and is a democratic religion whose leaders are not set apart from the congregations, but 
lead and guide from the very midst...In spirit, Judaism is so close to the American democratic spirit that 
we need a new type of Synagogue to express this remarkable spiritual fact. Our churches, too, once they 
become fully democratized will recognize this marriage of Christianity and Americanism by building a 
new type of building to embody this conception. Judaism has already, through the ages, created that type 
of democratic building in the traditional synagogue.'̂  

It was undoubtedly Cohen's democratic, ecumenical argument that persuaded Wright to accept a commission 
for a building type he had heretofore eschewed. As George Goodwin has noted, Jewish clients were a 
significant and substantial presence in Wright's career; Wright cannot be accurately described as anti-Semitic.'* 
However, in a speech at an initial fundraising dinner for the Beth Sholom project in June 1954, Wright admitted 
that he had "been asked to design a Jewish synagogue once or twice before...and I have always declined. I said 
I would design an American Synagogue for Jews in America, but I would not design a Jewish Synagogue."'̂  
Robert McCarter has noted that Wright believed "his own [transcendental] principles related to...all religions."'* 
Rabbi Cohen's recontextualization of Jewish experience and religion within the broader American culture 
provided Wright a point of intellectual access for the project and appealed to the universal elements of 
spirituality that he embraced. It is not surprising that Wright subsequently used his unbuilt "Steel Cathedral" 
project from 1926, envisioned as housing a multitude of (Christian) faiths, as the point of departure for the 
design of Beth Sholom Synagogue.'̂  

" Mortimer J. Cohen (MJC) to Frank Lloyd Wright (FLW), November 16, 1953, Beth Sholom Correspondence Binders 
(hereafter BSB), vol. 1, BSCA. 

•*Ibid. 
Ibid. 
George M . Goodwin, "Wright's Beth Sholom Synagogue," American Jewish History 86, no. 3 (1998): 325. Goodwin 

also notes that Dankmar Adler—partner in the firm of Adler & [Louis] Sullivan (the office in which Wright worked early in his 
career)—was Jewish and had a substantial Jewish clientele. 

Speech given by Frank Lloyd Wright, June 3, 1954, typescript in BSB, vol. 2, BSCA. 
" Robert McCarter, Frank Lloyd Wright (New York: Phaidon, 1997), 291. 
" A reference to the Beth Sholom commission and this unbuilt schema can be found in Edgar J. Kaufinann, Jr., "Frank 

Lloyd Wright: 3 New Churches," Art in America 45 (Fall 1957): 22-23. The Beth Sholom Congregation archives also record that 
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Wrightian Abstraction, Jewish Use and Meaning 
Although providing a solid foundation, the collaboration between Frank Lloyd Wright and Rabbi Mortimer 
Cohen by necessity moved beyond this initial conceptual understanding into design and constmction of the 
project. Rabbi Cohen's first letter established another important facet of the working relationship between the 
clergyman and the architect—specifically, that the rabbi would take the lead in explaining and interpreting 
Jewish practices and beliefs as Wright proceeded with the building's design. Enclosed with that letter were 
lengthy notes that explained relevant aspects of Jewish liturgy and philosophy as well as the congregation's 
needs and programmatic desiderata. These and later communications not only concemed appropriate 
conformance to Jewish religious practice, but also extended to an articulate commentary on spiritual and 
metaphorical meanings imbued on the forms envisioned by Wright. Cohen was able to verbally ground the 
abstract features of Wright's design, and infer religious meanings that were both specific to Judaism and more 
generally to the Judeo-Christian tradition. 

In March 1954, the dialogue between Wright and Cohen expanded to include the first completed set of 
perspective and plan sketches. Their understanding for the building that stressed a broad, American spirituality 
characterized Cohen's March 19 response to the drawings. He stated: "if my interpretation of your remarkable 
design for Beth Sholom varies from what you have intended, I could claim the divine right of every individual 
to the evoked idea of his own spirit (and I know I would be respected by you for this emphasis upon the divine 
right of the individual)."^" 

Wright seems to have been contented with the nature of his collaboration with Rabbi Cohen, which was 
sfrongly suggested in newspaper announcements about the commission and anticipated synagogue. Articles 
published in the Sunday BuUetin and the Philadelphia Inquirer on May 23, 1954, provide vivid explication of 
the building's symbolic meanings. The two most enduring of these—the understanding of the building as a 
"traveling Mount Sinai" and metaphor for the hands of God holding the people of Israel—were included in 
these early publications. '̂ As part of public relations and fundraising efforts, Cohen compiled commentary for 
the congregation along the general lines of his March 19 response letter to Wright about the initial drawings.̂ ^ 
The two had likely discussed and formulated some of the ideas about the building's physical and symbolic 
presence during their first meeting in New York in December 1953, but no detailed record of this conversation 
exists. 

For the duration of the project, Wright and Cohen together worked out the design and its various meanings, a 
relationship made possible by their complementary personalities, Wright's vision, and his relative ignorance in 
the details of Judaism. In the leamed, articulate, and ambitious rabbi, Wright found more than an informative 
client simply supplying him with explanations of the Jewish faith and its practice. He also discovered a partner 
dedicated to the creation of a deeply meaningful religious building. Wright acknowledged Cohen's dedication 

Rabbi Cohen had to justify the choice of the gentile Wright as the architect of the new synagogue building. This was done on the 
basis of King Solomon's choice of the non-Jewish Bezalel for the architect of the Temple. 

°̂ MJC to FLW, 19 Mar. 1954, BSB, vol. 1, BSCA 
'̂ BSCA. Rabbi Cohen referred to it as a "replica of Mount Sinai" in 1954. See "Frank Lloyd Wright has designed his 

first synagogue...," Architectural Record 116 (July 1954): 20. Wright is also quoted as describing the general experience of the 
visitor to the building itself as being like: "'resting in the very hands of God'." See "Frank Lloyd Wright: A Selection of Current 
Work, A Synagogue," Architectural Record 108 (May 1958): 178. A photograph taken by Philadelphia commercial photographer 
Jacob Stehlman published in several locations superimposed Wrights initial plan on Rabbi Cohen's hands shown together and 
palm up, with thumbs slightly outstretched. This photograph is now in the collection of the Athenaeum of Philadelphia. 

MJC, "Frank Lloyd Wright's Synagogue," BSCA. 
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to that end in the letter that accompanied the first set of drawings completed in March 1954, which presented 
the design as "a coherent statement of worship."^^ The interpretive process launched by Rabbi Cohen is one of 
the salient features of Beth Sholom's significance.̂ * This process continues to this day and the building has thus 
been, from the beginning, an analogue to a sacred text. 

A clear demonstration of their cooperative design can be traced in the formulation of the geometry of the 
building's plan. In his first letter to Wright, Rabbi Cohen had supplied a sketch plan for the building in the 
shape of an elongated octagon.̂ ^ On Febmary 2, 1954, Wright telegrammed Rabbi Cohen asking, "any 
objection to fundamental hexagon or triangle instead of octagon," to which Rabbi Cohen deferred to the 
architect, "no objection...leave entirely to you."^* The fundamental geometric order for the design was 
established in this exchange. This ordering is hardly unique to the Beth Sholom project—it is a hallmark of 
Wright's mature work. Wright used triangular or hexagonal forms and motifs in several late-career 
ecclesiastical projects, including the Anne Pfeiffer Chapel at Florida Southem College, Lakeland, Florida 
(1940), and the First Unitarian Society Meeting House in Shorewood Hills, Wisconsin (1950). He had 
previously experimented with hexagons, most notably with the Paul R. Hanna "Honeycomb" House in Palo 
Alto, Califomia (1936), which is also among the seventeen works identified by the AIA and National Tmst as 
being exceptional in his career.̂ ^ The irregular hexagon plan is unusual, however, in Wright's work, and 
probably rose out of Cohen's initial concept. 

Another instance of Wright and Cohen's relationship with this commission regards Cohen's directive about the 
entrance canopy sheltering the building's main entrance. In response to Wright's initial scheme for a 
comparably modest canopy, the rabbi v^ote: 

As I understand it at present, it seems to be purely functional. It serves the purpose of covering 
the people, if it rains. It is also ornamental, yet not obtrusively so. I would like to make it 
symbolic in the spirit of the whole design. I would like to see the covering, in stylized form of 
course, represent the hands of the ancient priests, outstretched in blessing. 
The priests, in Biblical days, used to send the people away, and also greet them, with what we call 
'the priestly benediction.' 

'May the Lord Bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make His face to shine upon...etc' 

Numbers 6.24 
My thought is this: Imagine your two hands together in prayer. Then, pivoting them on the 
thumb and first (index) fingers, revolve them up until both hands are in one plane. This will give 
you the triangular effect of the present covering. Now, I would so shape the copper and the other 
material in the covering as to make suggestively - and not too obviously - the hands of the 
priests. 

FLW to MJC, 14 Mar. 1954, BSB, vol. 1, BSCA. 
The relationship between Cohen and Wright was explicitly and implicitly noted in period press. In particular, see 

"Promised Hosanna," Time May 31,1954, 54, and "Glass-towered Synagogue, Frank Lloyd Wright's First," Architectural Forum 
100 (June 1954): 145. 

" A copy of this sketch is included in MJC to FLW, November 16, 1953, BSB, vol. 1, BSCA. 
Telegram, FLW to MJC, February 2, 1954, BSB, vol. 1, BSCA. 
In this case, Wright apparently decided to use a hexagonal module as an effort to create an earthquake resistant 

building. See "A Frank Lloyd Wright House at Palo Alto, Califomia Designed to Resist Earthquakes," Architect and Engineer 
130 (August 1937): 3. 
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I attach herewith - with due apologies - my horrible sketch. 

Wright changed the design, resulting in the canopy still welcoming visitors today. 

Construction and Reception 
With the completion of the initial drawings, fundraising began in June 1954 followed by a groundbreaking 
ceremony on November 14, 1954.̂ ' Wright and his staff completed working drawings for bidding purposes 
early in 1955. Haskell Culwell, builder of the Harold C. Price Company Tower in Bartlesville, Oklahoma 
(1956), completed a three-dimensional model of the Beth Sholom design in April 1956. After the failure to find 
a satisfactory local contractor, Beth Sholom hired Culwell to build the new synagogue.'"' The delays incumbent 
in fundraising slowed the project, whose budget kept climbing, and design of the interior details continued early 
into 1957, well past the planned start of construction in the summer of 1956. The project stmggled toward 
completion in 1957-58; Wright visited the site for the last time in January 1959. He died four months later, 
never seeing the completed building, which was officially opened on September 20, 1959.̂ ' Except for the 
almost predictable problems with leaks, Beth Sholom Synagogue as envisioned by Frank Lloyd Wright and 
Rabbi Mortimer Cohen has been used continually for worship services and has survived essentially unaltered, 
since 1959. 

Time magazine introduced the project to its readers in 1954 by observing, "The Jewish people have built their 
places of worship all over the world, but never have they produced architectural monuments to rival those of 
other faiths;" with Wright's design, "U.S. Judaism was hoping to close the gap."̂ ^ The completed building did 
indeed "close the gap" and it became a tangible and evocative symbol of the future of American Judaism and 
stands among Wright's most important buildings. In 1957, before it was even consecrated, Edgar J. Kaufmann, 
Jr., whose father commissioned Fallingwater, remarked that the design is "a prism of light, a rock of strength, 
joyous and austere at once, this synagogue Wright has designed is original in every architectural detail yet 
clearly it proclaims the authority of ancient tradition."^^ The National Tmst for Historic Preservation and the 
American Institute of Architects recognized the design as one of Wright's most significant contributions to, and 
reflections of, a national culture in 1959. Three years later, it was one of the illustrations in a New York Times 
article entitled "Suburban Synagogue Designs Linked to New Pattems of Life," which discussed recent 
commissions as central to Jewish suburban life and reflecting an historic Jewish tendency to "adapt local 
building styles to their ovm use."̂ '* Beth Sholom was a noted mid-twentieth-century, wholly American example 
within this continuum. As a building and, more particularly, as a place of worship, Frank Lloyd Wright's Beth 
Sholom Synagogue is an architectural statement whose strength and clear success was recognized by 
contemporaries, if not fully, by later scholars. 

^' MJC to FLW, April 8, 1954, BSB, vol. 1, BSCA. 
"Wright Starts Synagogue Work" New York Times November 15, 1954, 16, for groundbreaking. 
Cortespondence with Culwell is preserved in the BSCA. See also "Skies Clearing for Wright's Ramp Museum, 

Synagogue," Architectural Forum 104 (February 1956): 9; Goodwin, 340-42; and Patricia Talbot Davis, Together They Built a 
Mountain (Lititz, PA: Sutter House, 1974). 

"Wright's Temple to be Dedicated," New York Times, September 13, 1959, 16. 
"Promised Hosanna," Time, May 31, 1954, 54. 

" Edgar J. Kaufinann, Jr., "Frank Lloyd Wright: 3 New Churches," Art in America 45 (Fall 1957): 23. 
"Suburban Synagogue Designs Linked to New Patterns of Life," New York Times, July 29, 1962, sec. 8: 1. It also 

helped to illustrate Ada Louise Huxtable, "Triple Legacy of Mr. Wright," New York Times Magazine, November 15, 1959, 18-19. 
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George Goodwin notes the building has been under-represented in the scholarly literature on Wright when 
compared to other significant commissions, particularly ecclesiastical ones.̂ ^ Rather than a comment on the 
building's value, this relative lack of attention is more symptomatic of the place of synagogues within the 
scholarly literature on American architectural history. Compared with research conducted on Christian 
churches and other religious building types, synagogues have received little attention from architectural 
historians. Serious scholarship on synagogues has been principally pursued through other disciplines, 
particularly by specialists in Jewish history.̂ * Some of this lack has been relieved by such works as Robert 
McCarter's monograph, Frank Lloyd Wright Architect (1997), which followed one of the most thorough 
discussions of the building in Brendan Gill's Many Masks, a Life of Frank Lloyd Wright (1988).-'̂  

Brendan Gill's Many Masks not only offers the most eloquent analysis of Beth Sholom Synagogue, but also a 
satisfying explanation for the relative lack of attention given to the commission. Gill positions Beth Sholom as 
"one of the most important events in Wright's career."̂ * He accounts for the project's low profile in period and 
later literature by remarking that "it was under constmction at the same time as the Guggenheim Museum and it 
remained in the Guggenheim's shadow then as it does t o d a y . G i l l also cites its geographic location and 
related social contexts as a substantial cause for this lack of attention, stating: 

Wright had been working on the plans for the Guggenheim over a period of many years and had gained 
much publicity both for the museum and for himself... the Guggenheim was being built on Fifth 
Avenue, in the heart of the most publicity-conscious city on earth; the synagogue was being built in the 
near-anonymity of Elkins Park, a wealthy, predominantly Jewish suburb of Philadelphia. For decades, 
Philadelphia had been a rival of Brooklyn as the butt of wisecracks . . . . The shadow cast by the 
Guggenheim was also in part of Wright's making.'"' 

Gill's argument fortunately advances beyond being merely advocating for an overshadowed, even spumed 
building by providing a coherent assessment of Beth Sholom as a work of art and architecture relative to the 
Guggenheim. He notes that: 

Beth Sholom is nothing like as photogenic as the voluptuously roly-poly Guggenheim. Its aggressively 
angular shape, both inside and outside, is sufficiently difficult to comprehend in three dimensions, as the 
human eye confronts it, and all but impossible to reproduce it photographically, in two dimensions . . . the 
synagogue is the male counterpart of the female Guggenheim. It is awesome but not winsome. We eam 
our delight in it by stages, while in the Guggenheim delight is instantaneously bestowed upon us."' 

Perhaps most significantly. Gill has captured most articulately Wright's success in creating what the architect 
characterized as a "coherent statement of worship." While the building may not have been "ingratiating," that 
was certainly never its purpose: it was intended to inspire awe and a sense of the divine through a building that 
provokes an experience of the sublime in the Burkean sense. No other of Wright's religious buildings is 
discussed in the literature as Gill does here, again comparing Beth Sholom to the Guggenheim: 

Goodwin, "Wright's Beth Sholom Synagogue," 326. 
Among these might be noted Wertheimer, op. cit., as well as Leon A. Jick, The Americanization of the Synagogue, 

1820-1870 (Hanover, NH: University Press of New England, 1976). It should also be noted that an issue of American Jewish 
History 90:1 (2002) was devoted to a reappraisal of Jick's work. 

" McCarter, Frank Lloyd Wright, 297-301. 
^' G '\\\, Many Masks, 461. 
" Ibid., 461-62 

Ibid. 
*' Ibid. 
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Standing in the Guggenheim, one is conscious of the formidable ego of the designer, present at every tum 
of the ramp. Standing in Beth Sholom, one senses that the ego of the designer has been subsumed into 
the work, which in Wright's case amounts to a near-miracle. Even to visitors who, like me, hold no 
formal religious beliefs whatever, the structure conveys the sense of an immanent collective sacredness, 
purged of individuality. Wright had promised the congregation of Beth Sholom that their temple would 
be a 'Mount Sinai cupped in the hands of God,' and for once his outrageous rhetoric amounted to the 
truth."̂  

Beth Sholom Synagogue is nationally significant as one of the most important works by renowned architect 
Frank Lloyd Wright. In satisfying Rabbi Mortimer J. Cohen's desire for an "American" synagogue, the high-
style, high-profile design both extended from, and is a legacy of, mid-century trends affecting the translation of 
Jewish identity from city to suburb. The building's ultimate success in melding modemity and novelty with 
traditional meaning and iconography stemmed from an uncommon degree of collaboration between Wright and 
Cohen. Their ability to work together resulted in a unique building for the United States, whose spaces enhance 
its religious purpose among regular users and present larger audiences with an unparalleled architectural 
experience. 

42 Ibid. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Acreage of Property: 3.850 acres 

UTMReferences: Zone Easting Northing 
18 489216 4436896 

Verbal Boundary Description: 
The property includes the entirety of parcel number 31-00-30211-50-2 in Cheltenham Township, Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania. 

Boundary Justification: 
This boimdary is the entire property conveyed by Leo and Vera Posel to the Beth Sholom Congregation on June 
9, 1949, as found in Montgomery County Deed Book 2001, page 287. The property includes the Frank Lloyd 
Wright-designed synagogue and all associated non-contributing buildings. 
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Beth Sholom Congregation 
Cheltenham Township, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania 
Photograph Log 
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Photo Number Description Date Photographer 
1 Beth Sholom Synagogue, west elevation 

from Old York Road, looking northeast 
June 2005 Alexis Flack 

2 Beth Sholom Synagogue, west elevation 
from Old York Road, looking northeast 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

3 Beth Sholom Synagogue, west elevation 
from Foxcroft Road, looking southeast 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

4 Beth Sholom Synagogue, west and 
southeast congregations, looking northeast 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

5 Scheerr Religious School, west elevation 
from Old York Road, looking east 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

6 Samuel and Anna Cross Annex, east 
elevation, looking northeast 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

7 Beth Sholom Synagogue, southeast 
elevation, looking northwest 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

8 Beth Sholom Synagogue, south menorah, 
west elevation, looking southeast 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

9 Beth Sholom Synagogue, main entrance, 
west elevation, looking northeast 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

10 Beth Sholom Synagogue, door handle 
detail, southeast elevation 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

11 Beth Sholom Synagogue, torch detail on 
exterior beams, west elevation, looking 
southeast 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

12 Beth Sholom Synagogue, Harold L. 
Neuman Memorial Foyer, looking east 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

13 Beth Sholom Synagogue, Rabbi Mortimer 
J. Cohen Foyer, looking southeast 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

14 Beth Sholom Synagogue, Men's Room 
Entrance, looking south 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

15 Beth Sholom Synagogue, Women's Room 
Entrance, looking south 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

16 Beth Sholom Synagogue, Sisterhood 
Sanctuary, looking east from entrance 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

17 Beth Sholom Synagogue, Sisterhood 
Sanctuary, looking east 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

18 Beth Sholom Synagogue, Sisterhood 
Sanctuary, ner tamid lamp 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

19 Beth Sholom Synagogue, Sisterhood 
Sanctuary, detail showing recessed light 
fixture 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

20 Beth Sholom Synagogue, Sisterhood 
Sanctuary, detail showing light fixtures and 
seating, looking northwest 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 
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21 Beth Sholom Synagogue, Robin Lounge, 
looking east from entreince 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

22 Beth Sholom Synagogue, Presidents 
Lounge, looking north 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

23 Beth Sholom Synagogue, Presidents 
Lounge, looking east 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

24 Beth Sholom Synagogue, Presidents 
Lounge, looking south 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

25 Beth Sholom Synagogue, south stair into 
main sanctuary 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

26 Beth Sholom Synagogue, view of main 
sanctuary tower and chandelier 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

27 Beth Sholom Synagogue, view in main 
sanctuary, looking northeast 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

28 Beth Sholom Synagogue, view in main 
sanctuary, looking east 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

29 Beth Sholom Synagogue, view in main 
sanctuary, looking southwest 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

30 Beth Sholom Synagogue, main sanctuary 
detail, looking southeast 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 

31 Beth Sholom Synagogue, main sanctuary 
chandelier from below 

April 2005 Alexis Flack 
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iMiiiiiili 
1. NAME OF PROPERTY 

Historic Name: Beth Sholoni Congregation 

Other Names/Site Number: Beth Sholon(Synagogue^Temple Beth Sholom 

2. LOCATION 

Street & Number: 8231 Old York Road 

City/Tovm: Elkins Park (Cheltenham Tovmship) 

State: PA County: Montgomery Code: 091 

Not For Publication: N/A 

Vicinity: N/A 

Zip Code: 19027-1595 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

Ovmership of Property  
Private: X 
Public-local: 
Public-State: 
Public-Federal: 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

1 

1 

Category of Property 
Building(s): _ X _ 
District: 
Site: 
Stmcture: 
Object: 

Noncontributing 
1 buildings 

sites 
stmctures 
objects 

1 Total 

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register: 0 

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: N/A 
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance. 

Site and Location 

The Beth Sholom Congregation property sits at the crest of, and commands a south-facing ridge 
near the top of a dramatically steep rise on Old York Road in Elkins ParLP^nnsylvania, a 
community in the inner ring suburbs just beyond the Philadelphi%city limits on iioi th in 
Montgomery County. It is located in Cheltenham Township. Wright sited the synagogue 
building to take advantage of its location, and it is visible from a distance, par^ularly at night 
when lit. It A«s sits as a beacon of faith within, and above its surroundings,̂ % îs a dramatic i .̂̂ pe-'-l̂ rO 
presence in jjl'iifeiediate area, standing out from those surroundings and above most of the J 
buildings in its immediate viewshed. The area in which it Yf^^bp[ltjpif^st settled in tjie 
colonial period as an agricultural district in th"r?n°riil trcinn " fm" city of Philadelphia^ but woH 
to4he4iOTilui£it*"initial boundaries. By the mid-nineteenth century, th^a^g^surrpt^ingj^eth 
Sholom had been established as a region of elite country estates. Witl^the expansion of the city's 
boundaries in 1854, Philadelphia became adjacent to what would come to be knovm as Elkins 
Park, in honor of traction magnate William L. Elkins, whose large estate was nearby. 

The predominant character of the area surrounding the Beth Sholom property as-a-mrdcttc-elass 
suburb was established during the post-World War II era in which the synagogue was 
constmcted, and was a key reason for locating the new building in this area. Old York Road is 
the site of a number of other Jewish congregations that, like Beth Sholom, moved north out of 
Philadelphia in this period. Off of Old York Road, the suburban streets surrounding the Beth 
Sholom property are relatively small in scale and are characterized by moderate-sizd^ single 
houses on tree-lined streets. 

The Beth Sholom Congregation property sits on the eastem side of Old York Road, which in this 
area is a four-lane state road (Route 611) mnning predominantly north-south. The property, 
which is just under four acres in size, slopes from the highest point on the northwest, where the 
Wright synagogue building is sited, toward the south and east along the side of the ridge. The lot 
is bounded on the north by Foxcroft Road and on the south and east by other properties. The 
Wright-designed synagogue building is moderately set back from Old York Road, and is fronted 
by a grass lawn and ]ow, reinforced concrete, Wright-designcdfountain on the west on axis with 
the main door on the west elevation (Photo 2). The fountain stmcture consists of a lozenge; 
shaped, shallow pool with lovv-level jets. An access drive, also patrt of the original Wright 
schemê  fronts the b^ pnth ê west andprovides accesslolRls'inaiiirelevation from Foxcroft 
Road, although it is rarely used (Photos 3, 4). To the south of the main synagogue building is the 
non-contributing administrative and educational building, which consists of the Sheerr Religious 
School and the Samuel and Anna Cross Annex buih in 1951 and 1969, respectively (Photos 5, 6). 
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0 The east, or rear of property is taken up primarily by a paved parking lot that serves these 
buildings, and which is accessed by entrances on both Old York Road to the south of the non-
contributing building and on the north from Foxcroft Road to the east, or rear of the Wright 
synagogue building. The buildings are connected by^^overed walkway which was not part of 
Wright's scheme (Photo 7, shown at left). Garden areas have been established between the 
buildings and around the non-contributing building. 

Synagogue Building 

Exterior Ae=,vcA/i A 

Ovorall, the Beth Sholom Congregation, Frank Lloyd Wrighi-dtjignod uyiugDgue building is in 
excellent condition, with virtually no alteration since its constmction. There have been no 
substantial repair or replacement campaigns since its completion^^gular maintenance has *w 
consisted o^repainting the exterior, selected repair of some of the exterior glazing panels, and 
otherswrfaees maintenance. Olir»^ ^-^^ 

The synagogue building is composed in a single, complex volume (Photo 2). TheLbuildi_^ 
consists ê êrall of a broad, three-sided, fa©«te^ pyramidal glazed tower which risee^rom a bp\S^ cf^ 
reinforced concrete, steê  and glaji^tiascr j^'his is formed on an irregular, yet bilaterally 
symmetrical hexagonal plan oriented on a west-east axis] The main, or entrance elevation, faces 
west toward Old York Road, while the southeast and northeast elevations come to a point facing 
east. This axis jQ îents the worshipers to the arks placed near this eastem point of the 
building, ^deast toward Jemsalem. This eastem orientation reflects a convention of 
Conservative Jewish synagogue planning practice in the mid-twentieth century. 

The building is fiindamentally organized as a reinforced concrete hexagonal base supporting an 
elaborated, tripod, metal and glazed superstmcture that both shelters and expresses the main 
sanctuary space within. Overall, the impression of the building is of both a broad and tall, 

,̂ massive yet airy stmcture. This duality corresponds to the two dominant metaphors voiced from 
the beginning of the project by Rabbi Mortimer J. Cohen (1894-1972), Wright's collaborator: 
that^ a tent and that-e-f a mountain (see Section 8 for a discussion of the symbolism associated 
with the building at the time of constmction and after). Both the^jJoiDifind interior are 
organized on repeating r^ti isof triangular and hexagonal form^inpeSntwo and three 
dimensions used as both fimdamental stmcture and as decorative overlay. 
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The lower, hexagonal-plan level of the building is composed in two horizontal, interlocking 
layers of different materials. The lower of these is sand-colored, painted, reinforced concrete 
base which is raked slightly inward on all sides as it rises. On the rear, eastem portion, this part 
of the base is higher where the building follows the falling contour of the slope of the site on the 
southeast. At the comers of the building (northwest, southwest, and east, respectively) which 
support the steel tripod above, pyramidal, prismatic, diamond-section forms project at an angle, 
accentuating this point of upward departure and support (Photos 2, 4, 7). On the west, or 
entrance elevation, these projecting points are embellished with lamps that resemble menorahs 
(Photo 8). On this elevation, the concrete base is pierced by the centrally-placed main entrance. 
The building is fronted on this elevation by a concrete platform with five steps of shallow rise, 
painted red according to the original scheme. Flush, triangular light fixtures in frosted glass 
articulate the point where the platform and the building base meet. The entrance itself is 
sheltered by a projecting, triangular canopy decorated with a variation on the triangular theme 
and finished in aluminum coating. It is roofed by rectangular metal panels which step up like 
reverse ceiling coffers (Photo 2). The canopy is both connected to the glass entrance pavilion 
and visually supported by two pilotis, painted black. The glass entrance pavilion, embellished 
with bronze-finish metal, projects forward from the fa9ade, echoing the canopy form above. The 
door handle detail is repeated at each entrance to the building. 

The openings on both the southeast and northeast elevations are symmetrically disposed along 
the east-west axis of the building. On the southeast elevation (Photo 7), which faces the parking 
lot, the concrete base is pierced by secondary entrances to the interior lounges and former kitchen 
spaces, and by vertical strip windows near the eastem comer of the building. The southwestem 
of these is accessed from the glass-covered walkway noted above, and is the primary means of 
accessing the building from this side. On the northeast elevation, the openings appear in mirror 
image to the southeast elevation. 

On the tower and on the entrance canopy, the steel is finished with aluminum paint. The glazing 
throughout the tower exterior consists of a double layer of cormgated, sand-blasted glass 
reinforced with chicken wire, which superficially resemble the fiberglass and acrylic panels 
common in the period.' This scheme is a very complex variation - in scale, geometry, and 

One of the persistent conftisions about the exterior glazing of the Beth Sholom building is that low-flying military 
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materials—on a conventional nineteenth-century greenhouse constmction technique in which 
lapped glass panes set in either iron or wood frames served as both roofing and glazing material. 
In the case of Beth Sholom, the raked courses of glazing panels are set on and in a metal frame 
consisting of both large vertical and smaller horizontal members. 

The second layer of the building's base forms a transition from the concrete below to the faceted 
glazed pyramid above (Photos 2-4, 7). While this layer is hexagonal in plan, it is of the same 
metal and glazed materials as the pyramid above. As in the pyramid, the glazing panels are 
arranged in raked courses, supported by a steel framework. Above this, this portion of the 
building is roofed in rectangular metal panels like those of the entrance canopy on the main 
elevation. Like the canopy, these transition forms rise toward the middle. 

The pyramidal tower is arguably the most memorable feature of the building's exterior (Photos 2-
4, 7). The glazing is suspended like the sides of a tent from the three main stmctural tripod 
members. The glazing courses are raked and follow the rooflines of the transition form of the 
base below. On each elevation, a central bevel projects slightly from the glazing sections. These 
bevels, which in the early versions of Wright's design were intended to hold stained glass panels, 
are articulated by vertical metal beams and by a metal panel at the top. The stmctural metal 
tripod legs are articulated by seven lamps which project out at regularly spaced intervals, and by 
the rectilinear motifs found throughout (Photo 11). The upper portion of the building is topped 
by an aluminum finish cap which continues the decorative rectilinear motif of the other metal 
portions of the exterior (Photo 2). 

jets from nearby Willow Grove Air Force/'breaking the sound bartier caused the&jju)|jjand subsequent replacement 
of the exterior panels with acrylic. Examination of the glazing as part of the viiEing'»*'tnis nomination reveals that 
the double-layer, corrugated reinforced glass system survives, although there has been some small number of failures 

< A >>f selected panels since construction. The corrugated form of the glass panels, which resembles acrylic panels of the 
period, along with a certain yellowing on the exterior, is likely to blame for this confusion, along with some 
cortespondence during the construction in which a layer of plastic was considered for the interior glazing layer. The 
discussion between Wright and several of the members of the Congregation related to the glazing can be found in the 
Beth Sholom Correspondence Binders (BSB) Volume 4, Beth Sholom Congregation Archives. 
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Interior 

As on the exterior, the building can be divided horizontally into two main portions: the upper, 
main sanctuary in the glazed, tripod tower and the lower base which houses a smaller chapel and 
social and service spaces. Also as on the exterior, the interior is bilaterally symmetrical along the 
east-west axis, and again, virtually all of the original details of Wright's design survive unaltered, 
from the plan of the spaces to the details of their finishes, including light fixtures, fumiture, 
colors, flooring, and trim throughout the public spaces. 

Entering the building from the main elevation on the west, one comes into the Harold L. Neuman 
Memorial Foyer, a typically Wrightian compressed space enclosed by glass and plain plaster 
walls (Photo 12). On axis with the exterior door is another set of doors, which like the exterior 
doors and the rest of the doors within the building, are characterized by simple bronze-finish 
frames surrounding clear glass panels, with the signature door handles of the building (Photo 9). 
Passing through these secondary doors, one enters the Rabbi Mortimer J. Cohen Foyer, 
descending a set of steps (Photo 13). These two entry spaces are articulated by Cherokee red 
linoleum floors, off-white, rough-finish and smooth plaster walls, recessed triangular lighting 
fixtures at the base of walls (like those at the base on the main elevation), small, triangular 
pyramid lighting fixtures on the ceiling, aluminum finish hand rails, and decorative planters in 
walnut with rectilinear bas relief decoration like that on the exterior. Flanking this foyer on the 
left and right are men's and women's lounges (Photos 14, 15). On axis with the entrance, from 
this space one enters the chapel - the Sisterhood Sanctuary, used when a smaller space for 
worship is desired. The auditorium seating, in copper leather upholstery, is angled toward the 
reader's platform from which worship services are conducted - the bimah - at the eastem end of 
the diamond-plan space. The floor drops toward the bimah and a ner tamid (etemal light) lamp 
hangs above the bimah, which features Wright-designed fumiture and lectem. In addition to the 
ner tamid, the room is lit by recessed lights at the eastem end decorated with aluminum-finish 
panels and triangular fixtures found in other locations on the lower level (Photos 16-20). 

The Sisterhood Sanctuary is flanked by two mirror-image public spaces: the Robin Lounge on 
the north and the Presidents' Lounge on the south (Photos 21-24). These are both accessed by 
sets of descending steps and feature Cherokee red linoleum flooring as well as comer fireplaces. 
They differ slightly in furnishing. The President's Lounge also gives access on the east to a 
former small service kitchen from which the main cooking equipment has been removed and 
which is now primarily used for storage. 

The upper level of the interior is devoted to the remarkable main sanctuary. From the Neuman 
Foyer, which is formed by a continuation of the entrance canopy from the outside, one passes 
through one of two symmetrical sets of glass doors topped by a glass panel on the north and 
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south flanking the doors into the Cohen Foyer (Photo 25). From these doors two sets of shallow-
riser, carpeted stairs lead up through cheek walls toward the sanctuary. The visitor does not 
perceive the sanctuary space in its entirety until he or she arrives at the top of the steps. The 
perception of the main sanctuary space, which opens up to the full height of the glazed tripod 
tower, is a remarkably dramatic moment in the experience of Beth Sholom, and part of the 
intended effect of awe of the building upon the worshiper (Photo 26). From the top of the stairs, 
the space opens up to the translucent tower above and below, as the carpeted floor slopes inward 
toward the center (Photo 27). The bimah platform rises at the eastem end of the space, placing 
the rabbi and the other officiates at the height of the middle of the seated congregation, a cmcial 
point of the design (Photo 28). 

The space is embellished with original Wright decorative elements which are concentrated at 
certain points in the room for effect and meaning as well as for more practical purposes of 
religious practice. At the northwest and southwest comers of the room, where the tripod legs 
meet the concrete base of the building, a pyramidal concrete form rises upward, echoing the 
projecting pyramidal form on the exterior at the comers of the building (Photo 29). This form 
holds memorial plaques and features flame-like walnut panels of Wright design. The flame 
motif is repeated in several places throughout the room, most notably in the bright seraphim-
wing lamp which rises above the ark, the doors of which are also walnut. This motif enframes a 
key point of focus: the word '̂ kadosh" (holy) in Hebrew letters. The bimah includes a number of 
pieces of Wright-designed fumiture, including chairs for the rabbi, cantor, and others, as well as 
two lectems and two menorahs that flank the ark and stand at the edge of the bimah platform. 
Behind the ark is a half-height wall topped with a screen, behind which are housed the organ and 
the original rabbi's study. This screen features a saw-tooth motif in reinforced concrete with 
pillars lit by bare translucent bulbs (Photo 30). 

One of the most significant features of Wright's design in the main sanctuary is the large 
chandelier which is suspended from the center of the cap of the building and which hangs dovm 
into the middle of the space. This large, stained glass chandelier is triangular in plan, with one 
point directed eastward toward the bimah (Photo 31). The lamp is suspended above the point 
where the aisles between the seats come together. 

The treatment of the interior of the tower itself is similar to that on the exterior. The translucent, 
inner layer of glazing panels are clearly visible. The rectilinear, low-relief decoration in 
aluminum finish is particularly concentrated on the inner edge of the roof of the transition portion 
of the base. The top of the exterior beveled panels are linked on the interior by a tmss-like steel 
stmcture which comes together at the center to form a triangle. The wires from which the 
chandelier is suspended pass through this triangle. 
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Overall, the original Wright synagogue building survives with a remarkable degree of historic 
integrity in all of its relevant aspects. There have been no major changes in materials from the 
original design to the present 

Non-contributing building 

To the south of the Wright-designed synagogue building is the administrative building and 
education building (the Sheerr Religious School Building and the Samuel and Anna Cross 
Annex, Photos 5, 6), which was not part of the Wright project. Since Wright's design is the basis 
of the they synagogue's national significance, this building is therefore non-contributing. The 
earlier section, the Sheerr Religious School Building, on the northwest, was completed frem* OyA^ 
plans by Philadelphia architect Israel Demchick two years before Wright's involvement with the 
Congregation, and was the first building constmcted on the property after the congregation's 
purchase of the lot in 1949. This portion of the building is of reinforced concrete stmcture, 
constmcted in two-stories on an L-plan, and is clad on the exterior in yellow brick, with 
reinforced concrete details, metal strip windows, and a flat roof The original entrance, now 
rarely used, is on the westem side and is fronted by a flat-roofed portico supported on a single 
reinforced concrete column. The second portion of the building, on the southeast, is also L-
shaped in plan, creating a central courtyard enclosed by the two phases. This portion of the 
building was completed in 1969 from plans by Philadelphia architects Thalheimer and Weitz, 
and is similar in detail to the Demchick portion, with flat-roofed, tan-brick volumes. 
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houses, religious institutions, commercial development and larger residences were centered on 
the major streets,)8(f*which Broad was the most prominent. 

Just as Beth Sholom's initial founding corresponds to the pattem of expansion of Conservative 
Judaism in the Unite^|lt^£^ Depression, sirMd the decision to move to the suburbs 
'•fffTt thy tfpndfi V'f th''p"'it->¥^rH War II period, one, 'synagogue boom." Jack 
Wertheimer US* note6̂ t̂ms period marked a substantial demographic shift among a.o^hoi't af ^^^j c<><\fli44i 

, members of these; "mushrooming" Conservative Jewish congregations, many of wbcam wera the" ^^yMt 
'P'̂ Ceihildren of immigrants, and who, coming "of age in the post̂ ŝ ar era . . . moved to suburbia after * 

World War II [like] the larger population of Americans.«v«." m other words, the younger 
members of Beth Sholom were now becoming more integrated into the demographic pattems of 
the general American population than had their forbears who lived in "densely populated Jewish 
enclaves." '* 

Rabbi Cohen (who had been with the synagogue since its founding) and the Beth Sholom 
Congregation board first began contemplating the move that would lead to Wright's commission 
in the late 1940s. The property in Elkins Park was purchased in January, 1949 under the pretext 
of building a new school building for the congregation on the lot, rather than a new synagogue 
itself since there was some resistance among members.̂  The new building, soon dubbed the 
"Beth Sholom Annex" was completed in the fall of 1951 from designs by Philadelphia architect 
Israel Demchick (1890-1980), who specialized in synagogue design and who was a member 
of the congregation.̂  The leaders of the congregation had noted the post-war tendency of their 
younger members "when they marry, to move northward," from Philadelphia into suburban lower 
Montgomery County, including the area around Elkins Park. The leadership, spurred by Rabbi 
Cohen, wished to compete and "keep Beth Sholom a young and strong Congregation" by 
following the trend of other congregations in moving out of the city to the Elkins Park vicinity. 
In 1953, having made progress in the diplomatic effort to persuade the congregants to re-locate 

" Wertheimer, 125. 
^ Leo and Vera Posel to Beth Sholom Congregation, 6 July 1949, Montgomery County Deed Book 2001, page 287 et seq., 
Office of the Montgomery County Recorder of Deeds, Norristown, Pennsylvania. 
* See Emily T. Cooperman and Sandra Tatman, "Demchick, Israel," Philadelphia Architects and Buildings Project, 
http://www.philadelphiabuildings.org/pab/app/ar display.cfm/22676. accessed 4/1/05 
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their temple, the rabbi leamed of an impending possible merger of two other Jewish 
congregations, and their planned relocation to a nearby location. He asserted to the synagogue 
board that he felt "that time is in our favor and that if we work fast we could be The Synagogue 
in this area and find that we meet the needs of sufficient members to maintain a fine and growing 
institution in an area which is fast becoming populated with Jewish families."^ 

Wright's involvement with Beth Sholom began with a suggestion by sculptor Boris Blai (1890-
1985), then dean of the nearby Tyler School of Art. Blai, who had formed a friendship with 
Wright while Blai was teaching at Florida Southem College suggested that Wright might provide 
a means of creating "The Synagogue" Rabbi Cohen sought. In November 1953, Rabbi Cohen 
wrote to introduce himself to Wright. This cmcial first contact established the foundation of 
their subsequent working relationship in several respects. From the beginning of his letter, Rabbi 
Cohen couched his idea for the new temple building in terms that related to the greater social 
"mainstreaming" of the synagogue's younger congregants, placing the temple's design within the 
larger American cultural context. After introducing himself and the concept of a new synagogue. 
Rabbi Cohen went straight to this point -

There is a dream and hope in my heart and in [Dean Blai's] of erecting a Synagogue . .. 
(in simple, modem design) that will be an inspiration for generations to come, so that 
people will come from all over the country to see it and find here a 'new thing' - the 
American spirit wedded to the ancient spirit of Israel. 

Rabbi Cohen enclosed with his letter lengthy explanatory notes that elaborated key Jewish 
liturgical and philosophical points as well as programmatic needs and desiderata. His key 
opening point was that "Judaism has been and is a democratic religion whose leaders are not set 
apart from the congregations, but lead and guide from the very midst." He elaborated this by 
asserting that 

^ Board of Directors' Meeting 14 September 1953, Beth Sholom Board of Directors' Meeting Minutes 1949 ff. 
* Mortimer J. Cohen (hereafter MJC) to Frank Lloyd Wright (FLW), 16 November 1953, Beth Sholom 
Correspondence Binders (BSB) Volume 1, Beth Sholom Congregation Archives. 
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In spirit, Judaism is so close to the American democratic spirit that we need a new type of 
Synagogue to express this remarkable spiritual fact. Our churches, too, once they become 
fully democratized will recognize this marriage of Christianity and Americanism by 
building a new type ofbuilding to embody this conception. Judaism has already, through ^ [jg^jre-
the ages, created that type of democratic building in the traditional synagogue . . . ̂  -VlQî '̂  

It was undoubtedly this democratic, ecumenical argument that pwsuadedWright to accept a 
commission for a building type he had heretofore eschewed. /(^Goodwin^ias also noted, Jewish 
clients hold a significant and substantial place in Wright's careerTaiiait cannot be said of Wright 
that he was anti-Semitic.'" However, as Wright remarked in a speech at an initial fiind-raising 
dinner for the Beth Sholom project held in Philadelphia in June, 1954 after he had accepted the 
commission, he had "been asked to design a Jewish synagogue once or twice before . . . and I 
have always declined. I said I would design an American Synagogue for Jews in America, but I 
would not design a Jewish Synagogue." It was Rabbi Cohen's recontextualization of Jewish 
experience and religion within American culture more generally (which paralleled the 
demographic changes in Conservative Judaism more generally) that expanded the project 
intellectually for Wright and placed it within the realm of his own experience. As Robert 
McCarter has noted, Wright believed that "his own [transcendentalist] principles related to . . . all 
religions."'' Rabbi Cohen's presentation of his desired building appealed to the universal 
elements of spirituality that Wright embraced. It is therefore not surprising that Wright would 
use his unbuilt Steel Cathedral design of 1926, which had been envisioned as housing a 
multitude of faiths (albeit Christian), as the point of departure for his design for Beth Sholom.'^ 

Clearly, Wright and Rabbi Cohen had a meeting of the minds beyond this single point, however 
cmcial it may have been. In addition to this key point, the rabbi's initial letter established 

^ Typescript, Frank Lloyd Wright Speech, 3 June 1954, BSB Volume 2, Beth Sholom Congregation Archives. 
'" George M. Goodwin "Wright's Beth Sholom Synagogue," American Jewish History 86.3 (1998): 325. Goodwin 
also notes that Dankmar Adler, the lesser-known partner in the firm of Adler and Sullivan, the office in which Wright 
worked in his early career, was Jewish and had a substantial Jewish clientele. 
" Robert McCarter, Frank Lloyd Wright (New York: Phaidon, 1997), 291. 
'̂  The Beth Sholom archives also make it clear that Rabbi Cohen had to justify the choice of the gentile Wright for 
the architect of the new synagogue building. This was done on the basis of King Solomon's choice of the non-
Jewish Bezalel for the architect of the Temple. 
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another important facet of the working relationship between the clergyman and the architect. 
Specifically, that the rabbi would take the interpretive and design lead in the project regarding the 
embodiment of Jewish practice and belief in Wright's Beth Sholom building. In this. Rabbi 
Cohen not only directed many of the details of the design as it developed so that it would 
conform appropriately to Jewish practice, but also provided an articulate commentary on the 
spiritual, metaphoric meaning for the forms Wright created. In other words, Cohen verbally 
grounded the visual, abstract features of Wright's design, inferring religious meanings that were 
both specific to Judaism and more general to the Judeo-Christian tradition. While it may have 
begun with Wright's response to Cohen's initial letter, this process was first articulated by Rabbi 
Cohen himself upon his receipt of the first perspective and plan sketches from Wright in March, 
1954. Cohen characterized his impulse to interpret within the context of the American ideology 
he had previously voiced to Wright, and added an element of the religious, saying in a letter to 
Wright of 19 March, that "if my interpretation of your remarkable design for Beth Sholom varies 
from what you have intended, I could claim the divine right of every individual to the evoked 
idea of his own spirit (and I know I would be respected by you for this emphasis upon the divine 
right of the individual)."'^ 

The audience for this commentary from the beginning was both intemal and extemal to the 
congregation, and Wright seemed content with this collaboration of form and meaning with the 
rabbi. For example, metaphoric meanings for the building arise in articles announcing the 
commission published in the Sunday Bulletin and the Philadelphia Inquirer on 23 May 1954. 
The two most enduring of these, the understanding of the building as a "traveling Mount Sinai" 
and as a metaphor for the hands of God holding the people of Israel, were included in these early 
publications.''' Some of the most extensive commentary, much of which arose out of Cohen's 
letter of 19 March 1954, was compiled to distribute to congregation members and others as a 
fund-raising and public-relations effort for the project.'̂  Clearly, many of these may have first 

'̂  MJC to FLW, 19 March 1954, BSB, Volume 1. 
'* Beth Sholom Archives. Wright is also quoted as describing the general experience of the visitor to the building itself as 
being like '"resting in the very hands of God." Architectural Record 108 (May 1958): 177. A photograph taken by 
Philadelphia commercial photograp^Jacob Stehlman published in several locations superimposed Wrists initial plan on 
Rabbi Cohen's hands shown together and palm up, with thumbs slightly outstretched This photograph is now in the collection 
of the Athenaeum of Philadelphia. 
'̂  MJC, "Frank Lloyd Wright's Synagogue," Beth Sholom Archives. 
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been discussed at Wright and Cohen's first meeting in December 1953 in New York, but there is 
no detailed record of such content in this conversation. 

Thus, Wright and Cohen collaborated over the course of the project not only on the details of the 
design but on their meaning. This collaboration was made possible by the complementary 
aspects of the personalities of the leamed, articulate and ambitious rabbi and the visionary 
architect, and by Wright's relative ignorance in the details of Judaism. In Rabbi Cohen, Wright 
found more than an informative client who simply supplied him with the details of Jewish 
practice. He found a partner in creating a remarkably meaningful religious building, what Wright 
cheiracterized in his letter accompanying his first drawings sent to Cohen in the spring of 1954 as 
"a coherent statement of worship."'^ It is one of the salient features of Beth Sholom's 
significance that the interpretive process begun by Rabbi Cohen has continued in most 
commentators to the present. The building has thus been, from the beginning, an analogue to a 
sacred text. 

A clear instance of the character of this collaboration can be found^Cohen's directive regarding 
the entrance canopy that shelters the main entrance of the building. In responding to Wright's 
initial scheme for the relatively minimal cover of the door, the rabbi wrote: 

As I understand it at present, it seems to be purely functional. It serves the purpose of 
covering the people, if it rains. It is also omamental, yet not obtrusively so. I would like 
to make it symbolic in the spirit of the whole design. I would like to see the covering, in 
stylized form of course, represent the hands of the ancient priests, outstretched in blessing. 
The priests, in Biblical days, used to send the people away, and also greet them, with what 
we call 'the priestly benediction.' 

'May the Lord Bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make His face to shine upon . . . etc' 

Numbers 6.24 
My thought is this: Imagine your two hands together in prayer. Then, pivoting them on 
the thumb and first (index) fingers, revolve them up until both hands are in one plane. 
This will give you the triangular effect of the present covering. Now, I would so shape the 
copper and the other material in the covering as to make suggestively - and not too 

' FLW to MJC, 14 March 1954, BSB, Volume I. 
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obviously - the hands of the priests. 
1T 

I attach herewith - with due apologies - my horrible sketch. 

The final projecting canopy was the result. 

Another collaborative instance can be traced in the plan of the building. In his introductory letter 
to Wright, Rabbi Cohen had supplied a sketch plan for the building of an elongated octagon.'̂  
On Febmary 2^, 1954, Wright telegrammed Rabbi Cohen asking "Any objection to fundamental 
hexagon or triangle instead of octagon," to which Rabbi Cohen deferred to the architect, 
responding "no objection . . . leave entirely to you."'^ Thus-was the fundamental geometric order 
of the project was established. This geometric ordering is hardly unique to the Beth Sholom 
project. In fact, it is a hallmark of Wright's mature work. Wright used triangular forms and 
protmding points as projecting forms in several late career ecclesiastical projects, including the 
Arme Pfeiffer Chapel at Florida Southem College, Lakeland, Florida, fi^U938)and in the First 
Unitarian Society Meeting House in Shorewood Hills, Wisconsin^l949.) The irregular 
hexagon plan is unusual, however, in Wright's work, and probably arose out of Cohen's initial 
concept of the plan. 

After the initial presentation drawings and fund-raising dinner in June of 1954, a ground­
breaking ceremony was held on November 14*̂  1954.'̂ *̂  Working drawings were complete for 
the purposes of bidding early in 1955. Haskell Culwell, the builder of the Harold C. Price 
Company Tower in Oklahoma City ©f(l95^ Wright's tallest building, built a model of the Beth 
Sholom design, completed in April, 1956. After the failure to find a satisfactory local contractor, 
Culwell became the builder for Beth Sholom as well. Fund-raising delayed the project, whose 

'̂  MJC to FLW, 8 April 1954, BSB, Volume 1. 
'* A copy of this sketch is included with Cohen's letter of 16 November 1953, Beth Sholom Cortespondence 
Binders, Volume 1. 
"BSB, Volume 1. 
°̂ The ceremony was documented in a brief notice in the New York Times; "Wright Starts Synagogue Work" 15 

November 1954, p. 16. 
'̂ Cortespondence with Culwell is preserved in the Beth Sholom Archives. See also Goodwin: 341-342. A detailed 

account of the progress of the project can be found in Goodwin (340 ff.) and Patricia Talbot Davis, Together They 
Built a Mountain (Lititz, PA: Sutter House, 1974). 
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budget kept climbing, and details of the interior design progressed through 1956 and early 1957 
with constmction having begun in the summer of 1956. During 1958, the project stmggled 
toward completion. Wright visited the site for the last time in January 1959, and died four •̂ <̂S.'* ,,Ĵ  
months later, never seeing the opening, which took place on the 20"̂  of September, 1959.(Thi^ q''^'^ —̂̂  
was plagued by problems with water leaks (as are many of Wright's buildings). Since then, the ^̂ cN^̂ ĝ tl ^ 
Beth Sholom Congregation synagogue building has continued to be used continually for worship y^^tf^' 
services as it had been envisioned by Wright and Rabbi Cohen and has survived essentially v. <• ^ 
unaltered. vp^*^ 

Despite the fact that Beth Sholom is one of the seventeen buildings of Wright's buildings singled 
out by the national AIA for their contribution to American culture, Beth Sholom is, as George 
Goodwin has noted, under-represented in the scholarly literature on Wright in comparison to 
many of his other significant commissions, particularly his ecclesiastical ones.̂ ^ This is, 
however, not an indication of the lack of significance of the project itself Instead, it is 
symptomatic of the place of the American synagogue as a building type within the scholarly 
literature on American architectural history generally. Relative to other religious buildings, and 
particularly relative to Christian churches, synagogues have received little attention from 
architectural historians. Instead, the synagogue has principally been investigated through 
scholarship in other disciplines, particularly specialists in Jewish history. Beth Sholomjs, 
however, far from absent from the scholarly investigation of Wright's work. Considerable 
attention has been paid to Beth Sholom on the part both of Gill and of the recent monograph on 
Wright written by Robert McCarter. '̂' 

Among the scholarly writing on Wright's Beth Sholom Congregation, Brendan Gill provides the 
most eloquent discussion of the significance of Beth Sholom as well as an explanation of the 
relative lack of attention to the commission. As noted above. Gill has characterized Beth Sholom 
as "one of the most important events in Wright's career." In addition to the sociological reasons 

Goodwin, 326. 
Among these might be noted Wertheimer, op. cit., as well as Leon A. Jick, The Americanization of the Synagogue, 1820-

1870 (Hanover, New Hampshire: University Press of New England, 1976). It should also be noted that an issue of American 
Jewish History (90.1: 2002) was devoted to a re-appraisal to Jick's work. 
^"McCarter, 297-301. 
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cited by Goodwin, Gill accounts for its relatively low profile in the literature by the fact that "it 
was under constmction at the same time as the Guggenheim Museum and it remained in the 
Guggenheim's shadow then as it does today." Further, Gill notes its geographic location and 
general social context as a substantial cause of this lack of attention, remarking that 

Wright had been working on the plans for the Guggenheim over a period of many years 
and had gained much publicity both for the museum and for himself. . . the Guggenheim 
was being built on Fifth Avenue, in the heart of the most publicity-conscious city on earth; 
the synagogue was being built in the near-anonymity of Elkins Park, a wealthy, 
predominantly Jewish suburb of Philadelphia. For decades, Philadelphia had been a rival 
of Brooklyn as the butt of wisecracks. . . . The shadow cast by the Guggenheim was also 

25 

in part of Wright's making. . . . 

Gill goes on to note that "nevertheless, [Beth Sholom] is certainly the Guggenheim's equal as a 
work of art and far surpasses it as a work of architecture." Cmcially, Gill also characterizes why 
Beth Sholom's design itself is less ingratiating to the general viewer than the contemporary 
museum building: 

Beth Sholom is nothing like as photogenic as the voluptuously roly-ploy Guggenheim. Its 
aggressively angular shape, both inside and outside, is sufficiently difficult to comprehend 
in three dimensions, as the human eye confronts it, and all but impossible to reproduce it 
photographically, in two dimensions. Wright said of the rounded Johnson Wax building 
that it was a female counterpart to the brusque maleness of the Larkin building; in 
something like the same fashion, the synagogue is the male counterpart of the female 
Guggenheim. It is awesome but not winsome. We eam our delight in it by stages, while 
in the Guggenheim delight is instantaneously bestowed upon us.̂ *' 

Perhaps most significantly. Gill has captured most articulately Wright's success in creating what 
the architect characterized as a "coherent statement of worship." While the building may not 
have been "ingratiating," that was certainly never its purpose: it was intended to inspire awe and 
a sense of the divine through a building that provokes an experience of the sublime in the 

" Gill, 461-462. 
Gill, op. cit. 
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Burkean sense. No other of Wright's religious buildings is discussed in the literature as Gill does 
here, again comparing Beth Sholom to the Guggenheim: 

Standing in the Guggenheim, one is conscious of the formidable ego of the designer, 
present at every tum of the ramp. Standing in Beth Sholom, one senses that the ego of the 
designer has been subsumed into the work, which in Wright's case amounts to a near-
miracle. Even to visitors who, like me, hold no formal religious beliefs whatever, the 
structure conveys the sense of an immanent collective sacredness, purged of individuality. 
Wright had promised the congregation of Beth Sholom that their temple would be a 
'Mount Sinai cupped in the hands of God,' and for once his outrageous rhetoric amounted 
to the truth." 

Beth Sholom Congregation is thus nationally significant not only as one of the most important of 
the late works of the great American architect Frank Lloyd Wright. Its significance within 
Wright's work also rests on the unusually (within Wright's projects) high degree of collaboration 
with his client. Finally, and perhaps most important, it is particularly significant as what is 
arguably his most successful religious design, one that has continued to inspire that sense of 
religious experience not only in its regular users but also in much larger audiences. 

27 Gill, op. cit. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Acreage of Property: 3.850 acres 

UTM References 

Zone Easting Northing 
18 489216 4436896 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

The property includes the entirety of parcel number 31-00-30211-50-2 in Cheltenham Tovmship, Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania. 

Boundary Justification: 

This boundary is the entire property conveyed by Leo and Vera Posel to the Beth Sholom Congregation on 9 June 
1949 as found in Montgomery County Deed Book 2001, page 287. The property includes -the- includes the Frank 
Lloyd Wright-designed synagogue and all associated non-contributing buildings. 
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1. NAME OF PROPERTY 

Historic Name: Beth Sholom Synagogue 

Other Names/Site Number: Temple Beth Sholom 

2. LOCATION 

Sfreet & Number: 8231 Old York Road 

City/Town: Elkins Park (Cheltenham Tovmship) 

State: PA Coimty: Montgomery Code: 091 

Not For Publication: N/A 

Vicinity: N/A 

Zip Code: 19027-1595 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

Ovmership of Property 
Private: X 
Public-local: 
Public-State: 
Public-Federal: 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

I 

I 

Category of Property 
Building(s): _ X _ 
District: 
Site: 
Stmcture: 
Object: 

Noncontributing 
I buildings 

sites 
stmctures 
objects 

1 Total 

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register: 0_ 

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: N/A 
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4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify 
that this nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the 
National Register Criteria. 

Signature of Certifying Official Date 

State or Federal Agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date 

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

4. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION 

I, hereby certify that this property is: 

Entered in the National Register 
Determined eligible for the National Register 
Determined not eligible for the National Register 
Removed from the National Register 
Other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 
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6. FUNCTION OR USE 

Historic: Religion 

Current: Rehgion 

Sub: Religious facility, church school 

Sub: Religious facility, church school 

7. DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Classification: Modem Movement (Wrightian) 

Materials 

Foundation: Reinforced concrete 
Roof Metal (steel, aluminum) 
Walls: Concrete, metal, glass, synthetic 
Other: 
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance. 

Site and Location 

The Beth Sholom Congregation property sits at the crest of, and commands a south-facing ridge 
near the top of a dramatically steep rise on Old York Road in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania. Elkins 
Park is a community in the inner ring suburbs just beyond the Philadelphia's northem city limits 
in Cheltenham Tovmship, Montgomery County. Wright sited the synagogue building to take 
advantage of this location, and it is visible from a distance, particularly at night when Ut. Beth 
Shalom Synagogue stands out from the surroundings and buildings in its immediate viewshed 
and its dramatic presence acts as a beacon of faith, both during the daytime and at night. The 
area was first settled during the colonial period as an agricultural district located well to the north 
of the city of Philadelphia's initial boundaries. By the mid-nineteenth century, the area 
surrounding Beth Sholom had been established as a region of elite country estates. With the 
expansion of the city's boundaries through consolidation in 1854, Philadelphia became adjacent 
to what would come to be known as Elkins Park, in honor of fraction magnate William L. Elkins, 
whose large estate stood in the vicinity. 

The area within which the Beth Shalom property sits attained a suburban, middle-class character 
in the decades following World War II. The adjacent residential development was a key reason 
for the synagogue's eventual constmction in that locale. Old York Road is the axis along which 
a number of other Jewish congregations relocated from Philadelphia neighborhoods during the 
postwar period. The suburban lanes branching off of Old York Road near the Beth Shalom 
property have a relatively modest scale and are lined with medium-sized, detached single-family 
houses on freed lots. 

The Beth Sholom Congregation property sits on the east side of Old York Road, which in this 
area is a four-lane state road (Route 611) that mns essentially north-south. Foxcroft Road forms 
the northem border of the lot, which backs up to other properties on its southem and eastem 
sides. Containing just under four acres, the property slopes downward to the south and east from 
its highest point located in the northwest quadrant— t̂he site of the Wright-designed synagogue 
building. The synagogue building sits back slightly from Old York Road, and is fronted by a 
grass lavm and low, reinforced concrete fountain of Wn 'lit's design on axis with the main door 
on the building's west elevation (Photo 2). The fountain Li>iisists of ashaMow^lozcngc-shaped 
|>ool wilh low-level jets. An access drive—also part of the original Wright scheme—curves 
around the fountain in front of the building from Old York Road to Foxcroft; it is currently not in 
frequent use (Photos 3,4). To the south of the main synagogue building is the non-contributing 
administrative and educational building, which consists of the Sheerr Rehgious School and the 
Samuel and Anna Cross Annex built in 1951 and 1969, respectively (Photos 5, 6). The east, or 
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rear of property consists primarily of a paved parking lot that serves the complex and can be 
accessed from either an enfrance on Old York Road positioned to the south of the adminisfrative-
education building or from Foxcroft Road to the east (rear) of the synagogue building. A covered 
walkway—^not part of Wright's scheme—connects the two stmctures (Photo 7, shovm at left). 
Garden areas have been established between the buildings and around the non-contributing 
building. 

Synagogue Building 

Exterior 
The synagogue that Frank Lloyd Wright designed for the Beth Sholom Congregation remains in 
excellent condition, with virtually no alterations since its constmction. There have been no 
substantial repair or replacement campaigns since its completion, and regular maintenance has 
consisted of: repainting the exterior, selected repair of some of the exterior glazing panels, and 
maintenance of other surfaces. 

The synagogue building is composed in a single, complex volume (Photo 2). It consists of a 
glazed, pyramidal tower, broad in form and made up of three sides, and a base of reinforced 
concrete, steel, and glass. These components rise from an irregular, yet bilaterally symmetrical, 
hexagonal plan in which the main (west) elevation faces Old York Road with the southeast and 
northeast elevations come to a point opposite, facing east. This axis orients the worshipers to the 
arks placed near the building's eastem point of the building, facing in the direction of Jemsalem, 
an orientation that reflects a planning convention used in many Conservative Jewish synagogues 
built in the mid-twentieth century. 

The pyramidal stmcture both shelters and expresses the main sanctuary space on the interior 
through its massive, yet simuhaneously airy presence. This duality corresponds to two dominant 
metaphors voiced from the beginning of the project by Rabbi Mortimer J. Cohen (1894-1972), 
Wright's collaborator: that of a tent and that of a mountain (see Section 8 for a discussion of the 
symbohsm associated with the building at the time of constmction and after). Both the exterior 
and interior are organized on repeating motifs of triangular and hexagonal forms realized in both 
two and three dimensions both in the fundamental stmcture and as decorative overlay. 

Below the glazed pyramid, two horizontal, interlocking layers of distinct materials comprise its 
base. The lower layer is reinforced concrete painted in a sand color and rakes sUghtly inward on 
all sides as it rises. On the rear (east) portion of the building, this part of the base is a larger 
portion of the whole because it drops further downward, responding to the falling contours of the 
sloping site. The comers of concrete base (facing northwest, southwest, and east) are prismatic 
and diamond-Uke in form and project at an angle that visually accentuates the upward lift of the 
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pyramid's steel tripod above (Photos 2,4, 7). Lamps resembling menorahs embellish the west 
sides of the northwest and southwest projections, which flank the main enfrance piercing the 
center of the base's west side (Photo 8). A concrete platform reached by five low stairs painted 
red in the manner of the original scheme extends across this elevation and provides access to the 
doors. Triangular, frosted-glass light fixtures are inset into the base and articulate the point of 
intersection between the platform and the wall. A one-story glass-and-bronzed metal enfrance 
pavilion juts outward from the center of the facade, which is sheltered by a broad, triangular 
canopy that extends outward from the top of the concrete portion of the base (Photo 9). The front 
of the canopy is decorated with repeating, aluminum coated metal panels designed on a variation 
of the building's triangular theme, echoed again in the handles of the two sets of glazed doors. 
Two slender posts rise upward from the forward portion of the entrance pavilion for added 
stmctural support. 

The second layer of the building's base provides fransition between the concrete below and the 
glazed pyramid above (Photos 2-4, 7). This layer is also hexagonal in plan, but extends upward 
and outward from the concrete base, using the same materials, metal and glass, used in the 
pyramid above. The lower half of this layer, immediately above the concrete, is sheathed in 
raked courses of glazing panels, and the upper portion, comprising the roof of the base, is 
covered in rectangular metal panels edged with the same repeating motif as used on the enfrance 
canopy. 
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The pyramidal tower is the most memorable feature of the building's exterior (Photos 2-4, 7). 
On the whole, the scheme is a very complex variation - in scale, geometry, and materials—on 
nineteenth-century constmction techniques commonly used in greenhouses in which lapped glass 
panes set in either iron or wood frames served both as roofing and glazing material. With Beth 
Sholom, the raked courses of panels are set on and in a metal frame consisting of both large 
vertical and smaller horizontal members. The three stmctural-metal legs of the tripod are 
articulated by seven lamps set at regular intervals and by the familiar geometric decorative 
motifs. (Photo 11). The glazing appears to hang from the tripod, not unlike the sides of a tent 
from its poles. The courses of glazed panels follow the angle of the lines in the transitional layer 
of the base. The exterior panels themselves consist of a double layer of cormgated, sand-blasted 
glass reinforced with chicken wire, all of which superficially resembles the fiberglass and acrylic 
panels common to the period.' On each of the pyramid's three sides, a cenfral bevel projects 

' One persistent misconception about Beth Sholom Synagogue's exterior glazing is that low-flying military jets from 
nearby Willow Grove Air Force breaking the soimd barrier have caused the failure and subsequent replacement of 
the exterior panels with ones crafted from acrylic. Fieldwork condcuted as part of research for this nomination 
revealed that the double-layer, corrugated reinforced glass system survives, with only a small number of failures in 
random panels over the decades. The corrugated structure of the glass panels, which resembles acrylic panels of the 
period, coupled with a degree of yellowing on the exterior is likely to blame for this confiision, conqioimded by 
construction cortespondence dicussing the possibility of using plastic for an interior glazing layer. The dialogue 
between Wright and several of the members of the congregation related to the glazing can be found in the Beth 
Sholom Cortespondence Binders (BSB) Volume 4, Beth Sholom Congregation Archives, Elkins Park, Pennsyvlania. 
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slightly from the other glazed sections. These bevels, which in the early versions of Wright's 
design were intended to hold stained glass panels, are articulated by metal vertical members 
topped by a decorative metal panel. The upper portion of the building is topped by an aluminum 
finish cap which continues the decorative rectilinear motif of the other metal portions of the 
exterior (Photo 2). 
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Interior 
The two-part arrangement of the exterior reflects a two-part arrangement of interior space: the 
upper, main sanctuary contained within in the glazed, tripod tower situated over a smaller 
sanctuary and social and service spaces on the ground floor of the base (Pla§). As in elevation, 
the interior floor plan is bilaterally symmetrical along the east-west axis. Virtually all of the 
original, Wright-designed details survive unaltered, from the room divisions to finishes, 
including: light fixtures, fumiture, colors, flooring, and trim. The main doors on the west 
elevation give onto the Harold L. Neuman Memorial Foyer, a typically Wrightian compressed 
entry area enclosed by glass and plain plaster walls and topped by an interior extension of the 
exterior entrance canopy (Photos 12 and 25). Beyond the second set of doors and a descending 
stair on the main entry access is the Rabbi Mortimer J. Cohen Foyer (Photo 13). The doors are 
similar to others in the public areas and characterized by simple, bronze-finish metal frames 
surrounding single glass panels and opened by the building's signature door handles (Photo 9). 
Echoing the exterior enfrance platform, the floors of the two entry foyers are covered with 
Cherokee red linoleum and feature the inset, floor-level triangular fixtures used outside. The 
walls are articulated in smooth- and rough-finished plaster. Handrails with an aluminum finish 
and decorative planters constmcted of wahiut and decorated with the repeated geometric 
decorative motif also contribute to a seamless interior-exterior composition. The doors to the 
men's and women's lounges are located to the right and left of the stair in the second foyer 
(Photos 14,15). 

Further along the enfrance axis on the other side of this foyer, a second descending stair provides 
access to a smaller worship space known as the "Sisterhood Sanctuary." The auditorium seating, 
in copper-colored leather upholstery, is angled toward a reader's platform, the bimah, at the 
eastem end of the diamond-plan space from which worship services are conducted. The floor 
slopes toward the bimah, featuring Wright-designed fiimiture and aluminum-finish decorative 
panels, over which hangs a lamp of etemal light, the ner tamid. In addition to the ner tamid, the 
room is lit by recessed lights in a ceiling cove above the bimah and triangular ceiling fixtures 
found elsewhere on the lower level (Photos 16-20). 

Two mirror-image pubUc spaces flank the Sisterhood Sanctuary and interior foyer: the Robin 
Lounge on the north and the Presidents' Lounge on the south (Photos 21-24). These are both 
entered using stairs descending from the foyer and feature Cherokee red linoleum flooring and 
comer fireplaces, but differ slightly in their fumishings. The President's Lounge includes access 
to space once used as a service kitchen, but used primarily for storage. 

The upper level of the interior is taken up almost entirely by the remarkable main sanctuary, 
reached by two generous staircases rising from the Neuman Foyer. Pairs of glazed doors to 
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either side of the doors into the Cohen Foyer give access to the stairs (Photo 25). Only after 
arriving at the top of the stairs are visitors able to perceive the sanctuary space in its entirety. 
This dramatic infroduction to the space, which extends upward for the ftill height of the glazed 
tripod tower, is a unique and powerful moment in experiencing Beth Sholom Synagogue. This 
perception was a planned contrast intended to have an awe-inspiring effect on the approaching 
worshipers (Photo 26). From the top of the stairs, the space not only opens upward, but also 
dovmward with a floor sloping toward the space's center (Photo 27). The bimah rises at the 
sanctuary's eastem end, placing the rabbi and the other officiates at approximately the same 
height as those people seated midway dovm the seating area for the congregation, a cmcial point 
of the design (Photo 28). 

Original Wright-designed decorative elements are concentrated at certain points in the room for 
both effect and meaning, as well as for the more practical aspects of reUgious practice. At the 
northwest and southwest comers of the room at the point where the tripod legs meet the concrete 
base of the building, a pyramidal concrete form rises upward and echoes similar forms projecting 
from the comers of the base on the exterior (Photo 29). These triangular features hold memorial 
plaques constmcted of walnut and topped by panels bearing panels with an absfracted flame-like 
design. The flame motif is repeated in several places throughout the room, most notably in the 
bright seraphim-wing lamp rising above the ark, framing a key focal point: the word "kadosh" or 
"holy" in Hebrew letters. The bimah contains a number of pieces of Wright-designed fumiture, 
including: chairs for the rabbi, cantor, and others, two lectems, and two menorahs standing on 
either side at the edge of the platform. To either side of the ark, a half height wall is topped by a 
perforated screen that is visually enlivened by zigzag or saw-tooth pattem, which nods to the 
triangle theme used throughout the building. The area behind the screen houses the organ and 
what was originally the rabbi's study (Photo 30). 

One of the most significant elements of Wright's scheme for the main sanctuary is the large 
chandelier hanging from the glazed tower's cap and suspended in the middle of the space. The 
form of the stained-glass chandelier is an inverted, three-sided pyramid; one of the comers points 
directly eastward toward the bimah (Photo 31). The materials and treatment of the tower's 
interior is similar to the exterior, with the stmctural members of the tripod finished with 
aluminum-finished panels bearing familiar geometric patteming. The ttanslucent inner layer of 
glazing panels between the supports is clearly visible. 

The plan, form, and detailing of the synagogue designed by Frank Lloyd Wright for the Beth 
Shalom Congregation survives in its entirety and maintains a high degree of physical and 
historical integrity. There have been no major changes or wholesale replacement of materials 
since the building was completed. 
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Non-contributing building 
Situated to the south of the Wright-designed synagogue, the Sheerr Religious School Building 
and the Samuel and Anna Cross Annex were not part of Wright's work for the Beth Shalom 
Congregation (Photos 5, 6). Since Wright's design is the basis of the synagogue's national 
significance, this adminisfration-education building is a non-contributing stmcture. The L-
shaped Sheerr Religious School Building, now comprising the building's northem and westem 
sections, was completed on plans by Philadelphia architect Israel Demchick two years before 
Wright's involvement with the Congregation. It was the first building constmcted after the 
congregation's purchase of the property in 1949. This portion of the reinforced concrete building 
contains two-stories on an L-shaped plan, and is faced in yellow brick with reinforced concrete 
details, metal strip windows, and a fiat roof The original entrance, oriented to Old York Road 
and now rarely used, is on the stmcture's westem side and fronted by a flat-roofed portico 
supported on a single reinforced concrete column. The second portion of the building is also L-
shaped and comprises the southem and eastem sections of what now is a building with a 
footprint in the shape of a square doughnut. This portion of the building was completed in 1969 
on plans by Philadelphia architects Thalheimer and Weitz, and is similar in detail to the 
Demchick portion, with its flat roof and rectilinear volumes faced in tan brick. 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

AppUcable National 
Register Criteria 

Criteria Considerations 
(Exceptions): 

NHL Criteria: 

NHL Criteria Exception: 

NHL Theme(s): 

B C X D 

A X B D G X 

I 

in. Expressing Cultural Values 
5. Architecture, landscape architecture and urban design 

Areas of Significance: Architecture 

Significant Person: N/A 

Period of Significance: I954-I959 

Significant Dates: 

Culttiral Affiliation: N/A 

Architect/Builder: Wright, Frank Lloyd 

Historic Contexts: XVI. Architecture 
S. Wrightian 
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State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of 
Significance Noted Above. 

Beth Sholom Synagogue is nationally significant as one of the most important late works of the 
great American architect Frank Lloyd Wright. The stmcture possesses a level of significance 
equal to such other National Historic Landmarks as Wright's First Unitarian Society Meeting 
House in Shorewood Hills, Wisconsin (1950; NHL, 2004), and the Johnson Wax Company 
Adminisfrative Offices and Research Laboratories in Racine, Wisconsin (1936-39, 1944-50; 
NHL, 1976), and such late works as the Marin County Civic Center in San Rafael, Califomia 
(1962). Beth Sholom was one of the seventeen Wright buildings singled out in 1959 by the 
American Institute of Architects and the National Tmst for Historic Pre^ervatiori^r th|fr 
invaluable contribution to American culture. Brendan Gill, who amtmg tne wefl Imo^Mi \̂̂ right 
authors-speaks-mest^oqucntly on Beth Sholom and its importance, described the process of 
designing B^brrS^^mBi Synagogue as "one of the most important events in Wright's career."^ 

As Wri^t^only commission for a synagogue and his only non-Christian ecclesiastical design, 
Beth Sh^om Synagogue possesses uniqueness among an already rarified group of Wright-
conceived religious buildings. It also holds weight within Wright's long and distinguished for 
the unusually collaborative relationship that led to the building's creation, in which Wright 

' Brendan Gill, Many Masks, a Life of Frank Lloyd Wright (New York: Ballantine Books, 1988), p. 461. 
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worked closely with Beth Sholom's rabbi, Mortimer J. Cohen (1894-1972) to see this 
remarkable project through to completion. 

Beth Sholom Congregation 
A group of Philadelphians in the Logan neighborhood founded Beth Sholom Congregation in 
1919 at a time of rapid expansion for Conservative Jewish congregations in American cities. 
Beth Sl^om constmcted its first building on plans by local Philadelphia architect Jacob 
Feldstein. It was located at the intersection of Broad Sfreet, the city's principal north-south 
thoroughfare, and Courtland Street, on the border of a dense area of residential and industrial 
blocks mainly built between the Civil War and World War I. Factory buildings and row houses 
characterized much of this development, with reUgious institutions, commercial stmctures, and 
larger residences centered on major thoroughfares of which Broad was among the most 
prominent. 

Just as Beth Sholom's founding corresponded to the pre-Depression pattem of expansion 
Conservative Judaism in the United States, their decision to move to the mefropolitan periphery 
after World War II reflected the postwar "synagogue boom" in the American suburbs. 
As noted by historian Jack Wertheimer, this boom stemmed from a substantial demographic shift 
within Conservative Jewish congregations, with the children of immigrants joining their non-

^ Jack Wertheimer, "The Conservative Synagogue," in Wertheimer, ed., The American Synagogue: A Sanctuary 
Transformed (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987): pp. 116-123. 
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Jewish counterparts in the postwar middle-class exodus from cities.'* The younger members of 
the Beth Sholom Congregation were becoming more integrated into general American culture 
than their parents and grandparents who had lived in "densely populated Jewish enclaves."̂  

Rabbi Mortimer Cohen, who had been with the congregation since its founding, and Beth 
Sholom's board began contemplating the move that would lead to Wright's commission in the 
late 1940s. They purchased the Elkins Park property in January, 1949, under the pretext of 
building a new school for the congregation rather building than a new synagogue since there was 
resistance among some members on the issue.̂  They hired Philadelphia architect Israel 
Demchick (1890-1980), a member of the congregation who also specialized in synagogue 
design.' The building was completed in the fall of 1951 an soon dubbed the "Beth Sholom 
Annex." The leaders of the congregation noted that "when they marry," their younger members 
"move northward" from Philadelphia into lower Montgomery County, including the area around 
Elkins Park.̂  Spurred by Rabbi Cohen, the leadership wished to "keep Beth Sholom a young and 
sfrong Congregation" by moving the temple to Elkins Park and spent the next couple of years 

" Ibid, 125. 
'ibid. 
* Leo and Vera Posel to Beth Sholom Congregation, 6 July 1949, Montgomery Cotmty Deed Book 2001, page 287 et seq., 
OflBce of the Montgomery Coimty Recorder of Deeds, Norristown, Pennsylvania. 
^ See Emily T. Cooperman and Sandra Tatman, "Demchick, Israel," Philadelphia Architects and Buildings Project, 
http://www.philadelphiabuildings.org/pab/app/ar_display.cfm/22676, accessed 4/1/05. 
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diplomatically persuading congregants to back the cause.̂  In 1953, the Rabbi Cohen leamed of a 
possible merger between two other Jewish congregations who planned to relocate to a location 
near Beth Sholom's lot in Elkins Park. In a presentation to the board of directors, he maintained: 

that time is in our favor and that if we work fast we could be The Synagogue in 
this area and find that we meet the needs of sufficient members to maintain a fine 
and growing instituticm in an area which is fast becoming populated with Jewish 
families.'" 

pL^ yi C •̂ > 
The board accepted Rabbi Cohen's opinion on the matter and a-ft*W-move to Elkins Park began in 
eamest. 

Frank Lloyd Wright, Rabbi Mortimer Cohen, and an "American Synagogue" Concept 
Frank Lloyd Wright's appearance in the story began with a suggestion made by sculptor Boris 
Blai (1890-1985), then dean of the nearby Tyler School of Art. Blai became fiiends with Wright 
while teaching at Florida Southem College and suggested that Wright might provide a means for 
creating "The Synagogue" that Rabbi Cohen sought." In November 1953, Rabbi Cohen wrote to 
Wright and introduced himself; this cmcial first contact established the foundation of their 

^ Board of Directors' Meeting 14 September 1953, Beth Sholom Board of Directors' Meeting Minutes 1949 ff. 
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working relationship in several respects. Rabbi Cohen couched his idea for the new building 
relative to the greater social "mainsfreaming" of the synagogue's younger congregants, placing 

1 

its design within a broader American cultural context. He straightforwardly stated: 

There is a dream and hope in my heart and in [Dean Blai's] of erecting a Synagogue...(in 
simple, modem design) that will be an inspiration for generations to come, so that people 
will come from all over the coimtry to see it and find here a 'new thing'— t̂he American 
spirit wedded to the ancient spirit of Israel.'̂  

Rabbi Cohen further elaborated on the inherent similarities between Judaism and American 
democracy, observing: 

Judaism has been and is a democratic religion whose leaders are not set apart from the 
congregations, but lead and guide from the very midst...In spirit, Judaism is so close to the 
American democratic spirit that we need a new type of Synagogue to express this 
remarkable spiritual fact. Our churches, too, once they become fiilly democratized will 
recognize this marriage of Christianity and Americanism by building a new type of 

'̂  Mortimer J. Cohen (hereafter MJC) to Frank Lloyd Wright (FLW), 16 November 1953, Beth Sholom 
Cortespondence Binders (BSB) Volume 1, Beth Sholom Congregation Archives, Elkins Park, Pennsylvania. 
'̂ Ibid. 
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building to embody this conception. Judaism has already, through the ages, created that 
type of democratic building in the traditional synagogue.''* 

It was undoubtedly Cohen's democratic, ecumenical argument that persuaded Wright to accept a 
commission for a building type he had heretofore eschewed. George Goodwin has noted that 
Jewish clients were a significant and substantial presence in Wright's career, and Wright was not 
an anti-Semite.'̂  However, in a speech at an initial fund-raising dinner for the Beth Sholom 
project in June 1954, Wright admitted that he had "been asked to design a Jewish synagogue 
once or twice before...and I have always declined. I said I would design an American Synagogue 
for Jews in America, but I would not design a Jewish Synagogue."'̂  Robert McCarter has noted 
that Wright beUeved "his own [transcendental] principles related to...all religions."'^ Rabbi 
Cohen's recontextualization of Jewish experience and religion within American culture provided 
Wright a point of intellectual access for the project and appealed to the universal elements of 
spirituaUty that he embraced. It is not surprising that Wright subsequently used his unbuilt "Steel 
Cathedral" project from 1926, envisioned as housing a multitude of (Christian) faiths, as the 

'* Typescript, Frank Lloyd Wright Speech, 3 June 1954, BSB Volume 2, Beth Sholom Congregation Archives. 
'̂  George M. Goodwin "Wright's Beth Sholom Synagogue," American Jewish History 86.3 (1998): 325. Goodwin also notes 
that Dankmar Adler, the lesser-known partner in the fum of Adler and SulUvan, the office in which Wright worked in his 
early career, was Jewish and had a substantial Jewish clientele. 
m 
" Robert McCarter, Frank Lloyd Wright (New York: Phaidon, 1997), 291. 
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point of departure for the design of Beth Sholom Synagogue. 
lZ..f-^^^^ 

Wrightian Visual Abstraction, Jewish Use and Meaning 
Although providing a solid foimdation, the collaboration between Frank Lloyd Wright and Rabbi 
Mortimer Cohen by necessity moved-beyond conceptual harmony to actual desjgfi and 
constmction. Rabbi Cohen's jijitial letter established another important facef/of the working 
relationship between the clergyman and the architect—specifically, how the he would take the 
lead in explaining and inteipTefing Jewish practices and beliefs as Wright proceeded with the 
building's design. Enclosed with the letter were lengthy notes that explained relevant aspects^ 
Jewish liturgy and philosophy as well as the congregation's needs and programmatic de^derata: 
These and later communications not only concemed appropriate conformance to Jewish religious 
practice, but also extended to an articulate commentary on spiritual and metaphorical meanings 
imbued on the forms envisioned by Wright. Cohen was able to verbally ground the absfract 
features of Wright's design, and infer religious meanings that were both specific to Judaism and 
more generally to the Judeo-Christian fradition. 

In March 1954, the verbal and written dialogue between Wright and Cohen expanded to include 
the first completed set of perspective and plan sketches. Their previously understood ̂ ^ology^ 

'̂  The Beth Sholom archives also make it clear that Rabbi Cohen had to justify the choice of the gentile Wright for 
the architect of the new synagogue building. This was done on the basis of King Solomon's choice of the non-
Jewish Bezalel for the architect of the Temple. 
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for the building that sfressed a universal American spirituality characterized Cohen's March 19 
response to the drawings. He stated: "if my interpretation ofyour remarkable design for Beth 
Sholom varies from what you have intended, I could claim the divine right of every individual to 
the evoked idea of his own spirit (and I know I would be respected by you for this emphasis upon 
the divine right of the individual)."'̂  

T 
Wright seems to have been contents#with the nature of his collaboration with Rabbi Cohen, 
which in some ways was declared publicly with newspaper aimouncements about the 
commission and anticipated synagogue. Articles published in the Sunday Bulletin and the 
Philadelphia Inquirer on May 23, 1954, provide vivid explication of the building's symbolic 
meanings. The two most enduring of these—the understanding of the building as a "fraveling 
Mount Sinai" and metaphor for the hands of God holding the people of Israel— ŵere included in 
these early publications.̂ " As part of pubhc relations and ftmdraising efforts, Cohen compiled 
commentary for the congregation along the general lines of his March 19 response letter to 
Wnght about the initial drawings. ^5wo had likely discussed and formulated some of the ideas 

" MJC to FLW, 19 March 1954, BSB, Volume 1. 
Beth Sholom Archives. Wright is also quoted as describing the general experience of the visitor to the building itself as 

being like '"resting in the very hands of God." Architectural Record 108 (May 1958): 177. A photograph taken by 
Philadelphia commercial photography Jacob Stehlman published in several locations superimposed Wrights initial plan on 
Rabbi Cohen's hands shown together and pahn up, with thumbs slightly outstretched This photograph is now in the collection 
of the Athenaeum of Philadelphia. 
'̂ MJC, "Frank Lloyd Wright's Synagogue," Beth Sholom Archives. 
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about the building's physical and symbolic presence during their first meeting in New York in 
December 1953 in^ew Yom, but no detailed record of this conversation exists. 

For the duration of the project, Wright and Cohen together worked out the design Sid its various 
mcMimgs, a relationship made possible by their complementary personaUties, a»d'Wright's 
visiem aaid his relative ignorance j« the details of Judaism. In the leamed, articulate, and 

ibipmis rabbi, Wright found more than an informa«re client simply supplying him with 
explanations of the Jewish faith and its practice. He also discovered a partner dedicated to the 
creation of a deeply meaningful religious building. Wright acknowledged Cohen's dedication to 
fhatcndin tfeerletter that accompaniMthe first set of drawings oempleted^n March 1954, which 
presented the design as "a coherent statement of worship."^^ The interpretive process launched 
by Rabbi Cohen is one of the salient features of Beth Sholom's significance. This process -

mtinues to this day and the building has thus been, from the beginning, an analogue to a sacred j 

A clear demonstration of their cooperative design can be fraced in ideas about the building's 
plan. In his first letter to Wright, Rabbi Cohen had supplied a sketch plan for the building in the 
shape of an elongated octagon. On Febmary 2,1954, Wright telegrammed Rabbi Cohen 

FLW to MJC, 14 March 1954, BSB, Volume 1. 
A copy of this sketch is included with Cohen's letter of 16 November 1953, Beth Sholom Cortespondence 

Binders, Volume 1. 
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asking, "any objection to fimdamental hexagon or triangle instead of octagon," teTwhich Rabbi 
Cohen deferred to the architect, "no objection...leave entirely to^u.'^^^'^his aBfeffBent-tirtts 
estabUshed the fundamgjtal geometric order for the design̂  This r'rd r̂ing is hardly unique to the 
Beth Sholom project^^is a hallmark of Wright's mature^ork. Wright used triangular or 
hexagonal forms and motifs in several late-career ecclesiastical projects, including the Anne 
Pfeiffer Chapel at Florida Southem College, Lakeland, Florida (1940), and the First Unitarian 
Society Meeting House in Shorewood Hills, Wisconsin (1950). He had previously experimented 
with hexagons, most notably with the Paul R. Hanna "Honeycomb" House in Palo Alto, 
Califomia (1936), which is also among the seventeen works identified by the AIA and National 
Tmst as being exceptional in his career. ^ ^ 

i\notiicr instance of Wright and Cohen's relutiuii&IIip wUIi tliis wuiimiiaaioB-regardg Cohen's 
directive about the enfrance canopy sheltering the building's main enfrance. In response to 
Wright's initial scheme for a comparably modest canopy, the rabbi wrote: 

As I understand it at present, it seems to be purely fimctional. It serves the purpose of 
covering the people, if it rains. It is also omamental, yet not obtmsively so. I would like 

^ " B S B , Volume 1. 
In this case, Wright apparently decided to use a hexagonal module as an effort to create an earthquake resistant building. 

See: "A Frank Lloyd Wright House at Palo Alto, CaUfomia Designed to Resist Earthquakes," Architect and Engineer 130 
(Aug. 1937): 3. 
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to make it symbolic in the spirit of the whole design. I would like to see the covering, in 
stylized form of course, represent the hands of the ancient priests, outstretched in blessing. 
The priests, in Biblical days, used to send the people away, and also greet them, with what 
we call 'the priestly benediction.' 

'May the Lord Bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make His face to shine upon . . . etc' 

Numbers 6.24 
My thought is this: Imagine your two hands together in prayer. Then, pivoting them on 
the thumb and first (index) fingers, revolve them up until both hands are in one plane. 
This will give you the triangular effect of the present covering. Now, I would so shape the 
copper and the other material in the covering as to make suggestively - and not too 
obviously - the hands of the priests. 
I attach herewith - with due apologies - my horrible sketch. 

Wright changed the design, resulting in the canopy still welcoming congregants today. 

Construction and Reception 
With the completion of the initial drawings, fundraising began in June 1954 followed by a 
ground-breaking ceremony on November 14, 1954.^' Wright and his staff completed working 

MJC to FLW, 8 April 1954, BSB, Volume 1. 
The ceremony was documented in a brief notice in the New York Times: "Wright Starts Synagogue Work" 15 

November 1954, p. 16. 
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drawings for bidding purposes early in 1955. Haskell Culwell, builder of the Harold C. Price 
Company Tower in Bartlesville, Oklahoma (1956), completed a three-dimensional model of the 
Beth Sholom design in April 1956. After the failure to find a satisfactory local confractor, Beth 
Sholom hired Culwell to build their new synagogue.'̂ ^ Sluggish fundraising delayed the project, 
whose budget kept climbing, and design of the interior details continued early 1957, well past the 
planned start of constmction in the summer of 1956. The project stmggled toward completion in 
1957-58; Wright visited the site for the last time in January 1959. He died four months later, 
never seeing the completed building, which was officially opened on September 20,1959. 
Excep^ i die ahliosl prediclableTinjfrtang'Withieafeg, Beth Sholom Synagogue as envisioned by 
Frank Lloyd Wright and Rabbi Mortimer Cohen has been used continually for worship services 
and has survived essentially unaltered since 1959. 

In 1959, the AIA and National Tmst for Historic Preservation singled-out Beth Sholom 
Synagogue as one of Wright's seventeen most important to American culture; however, George 
Goodwin notes that the building has been under-represented in the scholarly literature on Wright 
when compared A e other significant commissions, particularly ecclesiastical ones.̂ ^ Rather than 
a comment on the building's value, this shortfall is more symptomatic of the place of synagogues 

Cortespondence with Culwell is preserved in the Beth Sholom Archives. See also Goodwin: 341-342. A detailed 
accoimt of the progress of the project can be foimd in Goodwin (340 ff.) and Pafricia Talbot Davis, Together They 
Built a Mountain (Lititz, PA: Sutter House, 1974). 

Goodwin, 326. 
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remarking: 

Wright had been working on the plans for the Guggenheim over a period of many years 
and had gained much publicity both for the museum and for himself... the Guggenheim 
was being built on Fifth Avenue, in the heart of the most publicity-conscious city on earth; 
the synagogue was being built in the near-anonymity of Elkins Park, a wealthy, 
predominantly Jewish suburb of Philadelphia. For decades, Philadelphia had been a rival 
of Brooklyn as the butt of wisecracks.. .The shadow cast by the Guggenheim was also in 
part of Wright's making.̂ '* 

Gill's argument fortunate^^ aJvai^s beyond being-fflCTeIy-«t advocati for an overshadowed, 
even spumed building^by' pr^\adiag a coherent assessment of Beth Sholom as a work of art and 
architecture relative to the Guggenheim, stating: 

Beth Sholom is nothing like as photogenic as the voluptuously roly-ploy Guggenheim. Its 
aggressively angular shape, both inside and outside, is sufficiently difficult to comprehend 
in three dimensions, as the human eye confronts it, and all but irtpossible to reproduce it 
photographically, in two dimensions....the synagogue is the male counterpart of the female 
Guggenheim. It is awesome but not winsome. We eam our delight in it by stages, while 
in the Guggenheim delight is instantaneously bestowed upon us.̂ ' 

*̂ Gill, 461-462. 
GiU, op. cit. 
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Insert period information here, if possible^ 

T. .- 7 i 
PfldMpsrpost yigruficnntiv: Gill he»-capliuuJ iiiirsi articulatelJLWright's success in creating what 
the architect characterized as a "coherent statement of worship." While the building may not 
have been "ingratiating," that vvascertainly never its purpose: it was intended to inspire awe and 
a sense of the divine through a bunding feat provok^^kn experience of the sublime in the 
Burkean sense. No other of Wright's religious buildings is discussed in the literature as Gill does 
here, again comparing Beth Sholom to the Guggenheim: 

Standing in the Guggenheim, one is conscious of the formidable ego of the designer, 
present at every tum of the ramp. Standing in Beth Sholom, one senses that the ego of the 
designer has been subsumed into the work, which in Wright's case amounts to a near-
miracle. Even to visitors who, like me, hold no formal religious beliefs whatever, the 
stmcture conveys the sense of an immanent collective sacredness, purged of individuality. 
Wright had promised the congregation of Beth Sholom that their temple would be a 
'Mount Sinai cupped in the hands of God,' and for once his outrageous rhetoric amounted 
to the tmth.̂ * 

GiU, op. cit. 
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Beth Sholom Congregation is thus nationally significant not only as one of the most important of 
the late works of the great American architect Frank Lloyd Wright. Its significance within 
Wright's work also rests on the unusually (within Wright's projects) high degree of collaboration 

, with his cUent. FinaUy, and perhaps most important, itTs"p1ffHcularly s i ^ i i i ^ ^ 
arguably his most successfiil religious design, one that has continued to inspire that sense o ^ . j ^ , ^ " ^ ^ 

\ religious experience njit only in its regular users but aTscTin iSuch larger audieiices. ^ 

1̂ ^ 

4 ^ 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 
requested. 
previously listed in the National Register 

_ X _ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 

_ X _ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # PA-6033 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
_ X _ State Historic Preservation Office 

Other State agency 
_ X _ Federal agency 

Local govemment 
University 

_ X _ Otiier 
Name of repository: Beth Sholom Archives 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Acreage of Property: 3.850 acres 

UTM References 

Zone Easting Northing 
18 489216 4436896 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

The property includes the entirety of parcel number 31-00-30211-50-2 in Cheltenham Tovmship, Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania. 

Boundary Justification: 

This boundary is the entire property conveyed by Leo and Vera Posel to the Beth Sholom Congregation on 9 June 
1949 as found in Montgomery County Deed Book 2001, page 287. The property includes the includes the Frank 
Lloyd Wright-designed synagogue and all associated non-contributing buildings. 
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June 23, 2004 

Carol D. Shull 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
8"" Floor, 1201 Eye Street NW 
Washington DC, 20005 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

This letter is submitted to you to express the intent of Beth Sholom Synagogue to pursue 
National Historic Landmark status for our historic synagogue. Beth Sholom is located at 
8231 Old York Rd in Elkins Park, Cheltenham Tovmship, Montgomery County, 
Pennsylvania. It was designed in the mid 1950s and the comerstone was laid in 1957. 

Our congregation commissioned the building from Frank Lloyd Wright, and has 
maintained continuous ownership. Although we consider the building to be our home, we 
also know that many Wright scholars and enthusiasts consider Beth Sholom to be among 
his landmarks. Indeed, monographs of Wright's masterworks consistently include Beth 
Sholom Synagogue among his most important buildings. The building is also one of 
seventeen buildings designated by the American Institute of Architects as an example of 
his architectural contribution to American culture. As the building celebrates its 50"" 
anniversary, it is time for this recognition to become official. 

In 1998, a preliminary evaluation of Wright's architecture by the National Historic 
Landmarks Survev identified Beth Sholom Synagogue as a potential National Historic 
Landmark. The congregation has retained a team consisting of Campbell Thomas &. Co. 
Architects and Lori Salganicoff with Dr. David G. DeLong to undertake the research and 
survey necessary to create the nomination. 

We intend to nominate the building for Landmark status under National Landmark 
Criteria 4 with Exception 1, and considering National Register Criteria C with Exception 
A. We propose to use NHL Theme III. Expressing Cultural Values, 5. Architecture, 
landscape architecture and urban design, with a period of significance of 1954-55. The 
Historic Context would be XVI. Architecture, S. Wrightian. 

SchofA & Yoiia QCBces: 
(213)887-3623 

Philip NofdUnger 
Acting EAucatitmat Director 

OaUS.Cohea 
Prttdtool Director 

www.bethshokHDCtngr̂ atioa.org 

Judi Shqtiio 
HigkSdioelDlnetor 



National Landmark Criteria 4 
A property that embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type 
specimen exceptionally valuable for a study of a period, style or method of constmction, 
or that represent a significant, distinctive and exceptional entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction. 

Exception I 
A religious property deriving its primary national significance from architectural or 
artistic distinction or historical importance. 

A brief description of the building's significance follows, touching upon the exceptional 
importance of the building in the context of Wright's continuum of work, the remarkable 
collaboration of Rabbi and architect, the building's influence on and place in the history of 
synagogue architecture, and the architecturally distinct form and decorative elements of the 
building. These themes will be the subject of additional research and will be further described in 
the Landmark nomination. 

Brief Description 

Beth Sholom Synagogue was built in 1954-55 for a fast-growing congregation in the northem 
suburbs of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Wright's only public building in the area, Beth Sholom 
Synagogue was erected adjacent to a social and educational center that had been built by Beth 
Sholom and was being used temporarily for worship. 

It was Wright's contention that, prior to the erection of Beth Sholom, European notions of 
church architecture had primarily influenced the design of synagogue architecture. In fact, the 
form and function of synagogue architecture was at this time being widely examined and 
discussed in the Jewish community, in response to the upsurge in synagogue membership and 
subsequent new constmction. 

Working closely with Rabbi Mortimer J. Cohen, Beth Sholom's dynamic leader and a Talmudic 
scholar, Wright designed what he described as the first American Synagogue, with architectural 
references to elements from the Jewish Bible and built of materials native to America. He was 
inspired by the vision of Rabbi Cohen, expressed in his 1953 letter seeking to atfract the famous 
and boldly original architect: 

"There is a dream and a hope in my heart of erecting a synagogue.. .that will be an 
inspiration for generations to come, so that people will come from all over the country to 
see it and find here a 'new thing' - the American spirit wedded to the ancient spirit of 
Israel." 

Despite many requests, Wright had never accepted a commission to design a synagogue before 
Rabbi Cohen's compelling appeal. He had, however, designed and buih churches, including the 
unbuilt "Steel Cathedral" designed in 1926 and the Unitarian Church buih in Shorewood Hills, 
Wisconsin in 1947. Beth Sholom Synagogue is a unique, shining moment with further developed 
elements of these and other Wright designs. 



Using the basic form and idea of the "Steel Cathedral," Wright designed a metal and glass 
pyramid of light rising from a modified hexagonal concrete base. The Sherwood Hills Unitarian 
Church, designed in 1947 but completed the same year that Wright received the letter from the 
Rabbi, features a triangular roof that he described as an "expression of reverence without 
recourse to the steeple," and as representing hands held together in prayer. The Church features 
no fafade, steeple, or other references to historic church architecture. The design sought to 
inspire a feeling of elemental and personal reverence that Wright, when he later addressed the 
Church, described finding in beauty and subjective prayer. He later described that in creating 
Beth Sholom Synagogue, he wanted to "create a kind ofbuilding that people, on entering it, will 
feel as if they were resting in the very hands of God." 

Beth Sholom Synagogue is among buildings such as the Price Tower and the Marin County 
Civic Center that demonsfrate the architect's innovative approach to stmctiu-al engineering in his 
designs. The most evident of these innovations is the Synagogue's pyramidal roof of glass, 
which creates a soaring stmcture of light and franslucence rather than a solid mass with 
windows. These sloped cormgated glass and plastic screens rise from a concrete base and are 
held between steel beams. These ridges are decorated with stamped-aluminum omamented with 
seven lighted lamps, a reference to the Hebrew Menorah. 

Many references to the Torah and to historic religious practices were brought to this building 
through the imique collaboration of architect and Rabbi. Together they created what Rabbi 
Cohen described as "Mount Sinai wrought in modem materials," referring to the mountain, 
ablaze with Ughtening and fire, upon which God revealed Himself to Moses. 

We at Beth Sholom Congregation are proud stewards of this great building. We look forward to 
receiving your acknowledgement of our efforts to nominate this building as a National Historic 
Landmark. 

If you have any questions about this project, please contact Robert Thomas at 215.985.4354 
(rthomas(@campbellthomas.com), or Lori Salganicoff at 215.236.5070 
(LPS(a!PreservationPlanners.com). Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Harvey Friedrich 
Executive Director 
H:\Bet-Hist\Log\Noinmation Letter - Beth Sholoni w-coinclions 06-22-04.doc 

cc: Carolyn Pitts, National Park Service 
Bill Bolger, National Park Service 
Zeph Parmenter, PA Historical and Museum Commission 
Robert P. Thomas, AIA, Campbell Thomas & Co. 
David G. DeLong 
Lori Salganicoff, Historic Preservation & Planning 
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Mr. Harvey Friedrich 
Executive Director 
Beth Sholom Congregation 
8231 Old York Road 
Elkins Park, Pennsylvania 19027-1595 

Dear Mr. Friedrich: 

Thank you for your letter of June 23,2004, inquiring about the potential for the Beth Sholom 
Synagogue to be considered as a National Historic Landmark. After reviewing the available 
evidence, we highly recommend the preparation of a draft Landmark nomination for the Beth 
Sholom Synagogue. 

As you note in your letter, the Synagogue was identified as being worthy of Landmark 
designation in the 1998 report on Frank Lloyd Wright's accomplishments prepared for the 
National Historic Landmarks Survey. In addition, in 1959 the American Institute of Architects 
recommended that seventeen of the buildings designed by Frank Lloyd Wright were "important 
landmarks in American architectural history, which ought to be preserved in their original form." 
The Beth Sholom Synagogue was named as one of those seventeen. The National Historic 
Landmarks Survey has been working to recognize and honor the outstanding works of Frank 
Lloyd Wright, and we are very pleased the congregation will support the preparation of a 
National Historic Landmark nomination for this important property. 

Our regulations and program guidance requfre that each nomination for Landmark designation be 
able to stand on its ovm merits. Therefore, your nomination will need to include discussion 
about the Synagogue's significance and the role of Frank Lloyd Wright in 20* century American 
architecture. A comparison to Wright's other later works would also be warranted. 

Completed National Historic Landmark nominations are reviewed by the National Park System 
Advisory Board. Because of the adminisfrative tasks involved in placing a National Historic 
Landmark nomination on the Advisory Board's agenda, in order to be considered for the Spring 
2005 agenda, we will need to receive a completed nomination by Thanksgiving. If you were 
considering the Fall 2005 agenda, the deadline would be May 1,2005. We understand that Ms. 
Lori Salganicoff has been in contact with the National Historic Landmark Survey's architectural 



historian in Philadelphia, and we will be happy to provide Ms. Salganicoff with guidance as the 
project progresses. 

We appreciate your interest in the National Historic Landmarks Program, and if you or Ms.  
Salganicoff have fiuther questions about the program, or the preparation of your nomination,  
please contact Ms. Patty Henry at 202-354-2216 or by e-mail at <patty_henrv(5),nps.gov>. 

Sincerely, 

Carol D. Shull 
Chief, National Historic Landmarks Survey 

Keeper, National Register of Historic Places 

cc: Ms. Barbara Franco 
Bureau for Historic Preservation 
Commonwealth Keystone Building, 2"** Floor 
400 North Sfreet 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120-0093 

bcc: NE Region (B. Bolger; C. Pitts) 
2280 Shull; Sprinkle; Andms; Henry 
2280 BETH SHOLOM SYNAGOGUE (NHL Pending) 

FNP:PHenry:bparker:09/08/04:202-354-2212 
F:\m-nhl\nominations pending\Beth SholomXFriedrichl .Ifr 



CRCG 
GULTUR L̂ RESOURCE  
CONSULTING GRQUP 

Historic Preservation & Archaeology 

April 10, 2006 www.crcg.net 

John Roberts 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, NW (Org. 2280) 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

RE: Beth Sholom Congregation 
National Historic Landmark Nomination 
CRCG #04-289-01 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

It is nny pleasure to submit to you the National Historic Landmark Nomination for the Beth 
Sholom Congregation in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania. This striking synagogue is among the most 
significant late works of Frank Lloyd Wright and is the only non-Christian ecclesiastical building by 
the iconic American architecL The building has been a symbol of the pride, identity, and 
rejuvenation of the congregation since its original design in 1954. The congregation, myself, and all 
others involved in this project anxiously await the designarion of this building as a National Historic 
Landmark. 

Enclosed please find the nomination text, archival photographs and accompanying CD of 
digital images, CD containing digital images and Powerpoint for Advisory Committee presentation, 
and all maps and additional documentation. I trust that you will find the materials to be satisfactory 
and encourage you to contact me at (215) 98.5-0995 or ecooperman@crcg.net should you require 
any additional information. 

I look forward to hearing from you regarding the next steps in the designation process. 

Emily T. Cooperman, Ph.D. 
Director of Historic Preservation 

Enclosures 

cc: Herbert Sachs, Beth Sholom Congregation 
Bill Bolger, NPS 
Peter Primavera, CRCG 

Philadelphia Office 

ISOOWaUiut Street, Ste. 702 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

T 215.985.0995 
F. 21 5.985.0998 

Corporate Office 

415 Cleveland Avenue 
Highland Park, NI 08904 

T. 732.247.8880 
F. 732.247.2888 

New York Office 

80 Broad Street, Sth Floor 
NewYork, NY 10004 

T. 212.807.1606 
F. 917.320.6405 



United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

Notice of a Study to Determine Potential for Designation 
as a 

National Historic Landmark Jin 

The National Park Service is pleased to announce that a study is being conducted on the 
following property to determine its potential for designation as a National Historic Landmark: 

Beth Sholom Synagogue 
Elkins Park, PA 

National Historic Landmarks are nationally significant places that illusfrate important themes, 
persons, or events in American history. The National Historic Landmarks Program recognizes 
properties of exceptional national significance in the Nation's history, architecture, archeology, 
engineering and culture. Once reviewed by the National Park System Advisory Board and 
designated by the Secretary of the Interior, each landmark may request an official bronze plaque 
from the National Park Service that recognizes this high distinction. 

When the study is completed and scheduled for review by the National Park System Advisory 
Board, you will receive a copy of the nomination and have 60 days to comment in writing, if you 
so desire. After the 60-day period, the nomination and any comments received will be submitted 
to the National Park System Advisory Board. 

For your information, we have enclosed a brochure that describes the National Historic 
Landmarks Program and a fact sheet that describes the effects of designation. 

For fiirther information on the National Historic Landmarks program, including the designation 
process, and questions on this specific study please contact: Dr. John W. Roberts, Acting Chief, 
National Historic Landmarks Survey, National Register, History and Education (2280), 1849 C 
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20240, or call 202/354-2009. 

Additional information on the National Historic Landmarks Program is available at: 
www.cr.nps.gov/nhl. 



Herbert Sachs, President 
Beth Shalom Congregation 
8231 Old York Road 
Elkins Parks, PA 19027-1595 

The Honorable Arlen Specter 
711 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Rick Santorum 
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Representative Chaka Fattah 
2301 Raybum House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515 

Barbara Franco, SHPO 
Bureau for Historic Preservation 
Commonwealth Keystone Building, 2""* Fl. 
400 North Street 
Hartisburg, PA 17120-0093 

Thomas Jay Ellis, Chairman 
Montgomery County Brd of Commissioners 
Montgomery County Courthouse 
One Montgomery Plaza, Suite 800 
P.O. Box 311 
Nortistown, PA 19404-0311 

Northeast Regional Office 
Attn: Bonnie Halda 

Cheltenham Township Board of 
Commissioners 
Morton J. Simon, Jr., Chairman 
8230 Old York Road 
Elkins Park, PA 19027-1589 



—: Original Message I 
From: James_Jacobs@nps.gov [mailto:James_Jacobs@nps.gov] • 
Sent: Monday, August 07, 2006 10:23 AM 
To: Emily Cooperman 
Subject: Beth Sholom 

Hi Emily, 

I hope that your summer has been pleasant, i f rather hot and humid. 
This 
Friday, 11 August i s the deadline for the nominations. It would be 
great , 
i f you could provide me with the requested information by COB Wednesday, 
9 ' 
August. Before the end of the week, I w i l l need to incorporate that 
information as well as address some changes and additions suggested by 
Toni 
Lee, Assistant Associate Director, H i s t o r i c a l Documentation Programs. 

If you want to discuss any of t h i s by phone or email, I am i n the o f f i c e 
a l l week. 

Thanks you, 
Jamie 

James A. Jacobs, Ph.D. 
Historian 
Historic American Buildings Survey 
National Hist o r i c Landmarks Program 
202 354 2184 

SOS Beth Sholoiaetc edits.doc 



"Emily Cooperman" To: <James_Jacobs@nps.gov> 
<ecooperman@crcg.net cc: <Bill_Bolger@nps.gov> 
> Subject: RE: Beth Sholom 

08/08/2006 03:30 PM 
AST 

Hi Jamie - attached i s my e d i t e d v e r s i o n of the s e c t i o n 8 v e r s i o n you 
sent t o me e a r l i e r . I've taken a quick peek at the " f i n a l " d r a f t of the 
whole t h i n g you j u s t sent - thanks. 

Re. the questions about the d r i v e and walkway i n s e c t i o n 7: A e r i a l s 
from 1959 and 1965 i n d i c a t e that some kind of covered walkway between 
the b u i l d i n g s e x i s t e d as e a r l y as 1959, although not i n e x a c t l y the same 
alignment as the present, and i t was obviously never FLWs design. The 
d r i v e d i d apparently continue o r i g i n a l l y around the south of the 
synagogue b u i l d i n g and back i n t o the parking l o t as Wright intended i n 
1959, but was changed a f t e r 1965. 

I've added the missing footnote r e f s . 

I am enormously g r a t e f u l f o r a l l your hard work on the nomination, 
i n c l u d i n g s t r e a m l i n i n g my prose, your added b i b l i o g r a p h i c references, 
and the i n t r o d u c t i o n of the thematic s u b t i t l e s . In a few places, 
though, your changes i n Section 8 - u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y I'm sure - l e d t o 
some f a c t u a l e r r o r s which I have c o r r e c t e d i n the attached. And I have 
to admit that I'm an unreconstructed pedant about c e r t a i n grammar points 
- something can't "possess a l e v e l of uniqueness" since uniqueness i s an 
absolute c o n d i t i o n and ther e f o r e has no l e v e l s . So, saying that BS i s 
unique among h i s r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s i s accurate and s u f f i c i e n t . 

I would be happy to i n t e g r a t e my small changes i n t o the d r a f t you sent 
today - whatever i s e a s i e s t and quickest and l e a s t l i k e l y to impede 
progress. 

I would very much l i k e to present the nomination. I'm assuming some 
f o l k s from the congregation would a l s o l i k e to be there. 

Thanks. 

Emily T. Cooperman, Ph.D. 
D i r e c t o r of H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n 
C u l t u r a l Resource Consulting Group 
P h i l a d e l p h i a o f f i c e : (215) 985-0995 
New Jersey o f f i c e : (732) 247-8880 

O r i g i n a l Message 
From: James_Jacobs@nps.gov [mailto:James_Jacobs@nps.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 08, 2006 1:46 PM 
To: Emily Cooperman 
Cc: Bill_Bolger@nps.gov 
Subject: RE: Beth Sholom 

Hi Emily, 

Thanks f o r your r e p l y . Because we have three FLW nominations on 
October's 
agenda (two that are e x a c t l y contemporary—BS and the P r i c e Tower), the 
major change/addition r e l a t e d to evening out the information about 



Wright's 
career and BS's place i n i t . The other big things were Committee 
requests: 
a simmary of the significance added to the beginning of Section 7 and a 
simple r e i t e r a t i o n of the basic points at the end of Section 8. 

I have attached the nomination as i t stands now. I f you need/want any 
changes, just l e t me know. 

Also, would you be interested i n presenting the nomination to the 
Committee 
at the October meeting? It i s scheduled for the 10-11 October—I don't 
yet 
know which day the architecture nominations w i l l f a l l , but w i l l keep you 
posted. 

Thanks, 
Jamie 

(See attached f i l e : Beth Sholom Nomination New.doc) 

James A. Jacobs, Ph.D. 
Historian 
Historic American Buildings Survey 
National His t o r i c Landmarks Program 
202 354 2184 

<James_Jacobs@nps.gov> 

"Emily Cooperman' 

<ecooperman@crcg. To: 

< B i l l BolgerSnps.gov> 
net> 

08/08/2006 10:13 

AM AST 

cc: 

Subject: RE: Beth Sholom 

Hi Jamie - no problem. Should have i t to you at the end of the day. 
Can you please forward the suggested changes to me? As the nomination's 
author, I would l i k e to know what they are. Thanks. 

Emily T. Cooperman, Ph.D. 
Director of Histo r i c Preservation 
Cultural Resource Consulting Group 
Philadelphia o f f i c e : (215) 985-0995 
New Jersey o f f i c e : (732) 247-8880 
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Mr. Herbert Sachs 
President 
Beth Sholom Congregation 
8231 Old York Road 
Elkins Park, Pennsylvania 19027-1595 

Dear Mr. Sachs: 

The National Park Service has completed the study of the Beth Sholom Synagogue in Elkins Park, 
Pennsylvania, for the purpose of nominating it for designation as a National Historic Landmark. We 
enclose a copy of the nomination. 

The Landmarks Committee of the National Park System Advisory Board will consider the nomination 
during its next meeting, at the time and place indicated on one of the enclosures. This enclosure also 
specifies how you may comment on the proposed nomination if you so choose. The Landmarks 
Committee will report on this nomination to the Advisory Board, which in tum will make a 
recommendation conceming this nomination to the Secretary of the Interior, based upon the criteria of the 
National Historic Landmarks Program. 

If you wish to comment on the nomination, please do so wdthin 60 days of the date of this letter. After the 
60-day period, we will submit the nomination and all comments we have received to the Landmarks 
Committee. 

To assist you in considering this matter, we have enclosed a copy of the regulations goveming the National 
Historic Landmarks Program. They describe the criteria for designation (Sec. 65.4) and include other 
information on the Program. We are also enclosing a fact sheet that outlines the effects of designation. 

Sincerely, 

Signed 

John W. Roberts, Acting Chief 
National Register of Historic Places 
and National Historic Landmarks Program 

Enclosures 



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS 
AND HERITAGE SERVICES 

: HUMAN SERVICES CENTER 
P.O. B O X 311 

NORRISTOWN. PENNSYLVANIA 19404-0311 

Mr. John W. Roberts, 
Acting Chief 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY 
COMMISSIONERS 
AS JAY ELLIS, ESQ. 

CHAIRMAN 
f A T T H E W S R U T H S. D A M S K E R 

ONALD H. AHLBRANDT 
DIRECTOR 

TEL: 610-278-3555 
FAX: 610-278-3556 
TDD: 610-631-1211 

E-mail: rahlbran@mail.montcopa.org 

September 21, 2006 

/ 

Re: Beth Sholom Snyagogue 
Elkins Park, PA 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

We are in receipt ofyour letter dated August 11, 2006 about the 
nomination of the Beth Sholom Snyagogue in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania, 
for the purpose of designation as a National Historic Landmark. 

The Montgomery County Commissioners and the Department of 
Parks and Heritage Services are in unanimous agreement that the above 
property meets the criteria required to be placed on the National Historic 
Landmark list. 

Since the property is not owned by Montgomery County, we 
recommend you contact Cheltenham Township and the Cheltenham 
Township Historical Commission. I've enclosed copies of their addresses 
and telephone numbers. 

Our best wishes to you and the Board in favorably acting on the 
nomination of the Beth Sholom Synagogue. 

Yours truly. 

Ronald H. Ahlbrandt 

RHA/pe 



BETH SHOLOM CONGREGATION 
"An American Synagogue" 
Fischman Memorial Auditorium 

8231 Old York Road, Elkins Park, PA 19027-1595 

(215) 887-1342 Fax (215) 887-6605 

David Clanzberg-Krainin, Senior Rabbi 
Andrea L. Merow, Rabbi 
Aaron Landes, Rabbi Emeritus 
David F. Tilman, Hazzan 
Shalom Zachmy, Ritual Director 
Yaacov Lieberman, Ritual Director Emeritus 

' Mortimer |. Cohen, Rabbi 

Fred H . Wol&on 
President 

Arthur Frankel 
Joseph Gronich 
lerome Hellmann 
Vice Presidents 

Jefiirey Hiomas 
Thsfliurer 

Gerald Segal 
Assistant Treasurer 

Jay Leismer 
Secretary 

Richelle Hittinger 
Assistant Secretary 

Herbert Sachs 
Immediate Past President 

Harvey Friedrich 
Executive Director 

Past Presidents 
'Frank F. Eiseman 
'Nathan N . Sionimsky 
'Benjamin Bomstein 
•Philip L. Sheerr 
' L Arthur Creenstein 
'Charles E. Goldman 
•Itobcrt Sheeir 
'Joseph A. Krasnov 
*leo DuBois 
Lewis Heicklen 

'Sol Spiegel 
EdvrardTaxin 
Leonard Cantor 
Myron B. Sloane 
Samuel Spielman 
Neil Gorchow 
Bernard Cross 

'Morris Yoffe 
Lionel Schlank 
James Meyer 
Edvyard Stdnman 
Mark S. Blaskey 
Amold Kramer 
Sarah Coslov 

West Oak Lane JCC 
Past Presidents 

'Carl Wagner 
• Frank W. Abrohms 
•Stanley M. Gieenberg 
•Irwin S. Lasky 
'Arnold Mazer 
•Don Weisberg 
•Sidney Cozen 
•Ben Kleinburd 
•David Shapiro 
•Albert Friedman 
Samuel Cordesky 
Bemard Cranor 
Israel Weber 

•Theodore Domsky 

* deceased 

i NAT. REGISTER Of HISTORIC PLArF<? 

September 28, 2006 

John W. Roberts, Acting Chief, 
National Register of Historic Places and 
National Historic Landmarks Program 
1849 C Street, NW, Sth floor (2280) 
Washington, DC 20240 

Fax (202) 371-6447 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

I am writing on behalf of Beth Sholom Congregation to tell you how much excitement 
and enthusiasm have been generated within the Congregation by our nomination to 
become a National Historic Landmark. A number of us will be present when the 
application is reviewed on October 11, 2006. 

Our Congregation is quite proud to be housed in the only synagogue designed by Frank 
Lloyd Wright. We see the building as a sacred tmst to be maintained for future 
generations to enjoy. Our volunteer Tour Guides take great pride in sharing this 
wonderfiil building with the many visitors each year, and our community takes pride in 
its presence. 

As a religious community, we most heartily endorse this nomination. As citizens we are 
proud to share this unique, majestic building with the nation and the world and look 
forward to the anticipated "Landmark Status." 

Sincerely, 

Fred H. Wolfson 
President 

School & Youth Offices: 
(215) 887-3625 

Philip Nordlinger Gail S. Cohen 
Educational Director Preschool Director 

www.bethshoIomcongregation.org 



GABRIEL F. BASCH 
1832 Old Welsh Road 

Abington, PA 19001-1309 
215-659-7476 

Gbrlbsch(a),msn.com 

September 28, 2006 

Mr. John W. Roberts, Acting Chief 
National Register of Historic Places and 
National Historic Landmark Program 
1849 C Street NW, 8* floor (2280) 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Sir: 

I write these lines with the experience of being the Director of Tours for Beth Sholom 
Synagogue in Elkins Park, PA for the past ten years. 

During these years our tour guides and I had the pleasure of showing the details of all the 
symbolism created in the design of the building to endless number of visitors as the tmly 
American Synagogue. 

Our visitors express awe when reaching the Main Sanctuary, as they see a totally 
unobstmcted view of the inside, the rising roof (identified as a symbolic Mount Sinai) or 
perhaps as some suggest, an Indian Tepee. We have had major tours with as many as 100 
or so people at a time and single visitors, walk-in folks who were especially interested in 
the work of Frank Lloyd Wright. 

Telephone calls arranging tour times come from points as far away as New Zealand or 
Japan as well as points all over the United States. The American Institute of Architects 
noted in 1960 that this building was to be retained as one of the architect's finest work. 
In 1964 the same organization declared the building as a "National Landmark". 

I urge you to consider and evaluate positively the nomination to declare Beth Sholom 
Synagogue a federally recognized National Landmark. 



BETH SHOLOM MEN'S CU 
8231 Old York Road 

Elkins Park, PA 19027-1595 
(215) 8§7-1342 ...A Fax: (215) 887-66( 

September 29,2006 

John W. Roberts 
Acting Chief 
National Register of Historic Places and National Historic Landmark Program 
1849 C Stieet, NW, 8* Floor (2280) 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Re: Nomination of Beth Sholom Synagogue. Elkins Park. PA 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

On behalf of the Men's Club of Beth Sholom Congregation, as association of more than 400 
men, I strongly recommend that Beth Sholom Synagogue be designated as a National Historic 
Landmark. 

Beth Sholom Synagogue, designed and built by one of the most prominent architects of 
American History, is a building of national significance, based upon its unique interior and exterior 
architectural style. The stmcture embodies the distinctive characteristics of Frank Lloyd Wright and 
is exceptionally valuable for the study of his style and his contribution to American culture. Beth 
Sholom Synagogue is a great testament to Judaic history, which merges American spirit with ancient 
Jewish spirit. 

Based upon its nationally significant historic impact, our group enthusiastically supports the 
inclusion of Beth Sholom Synagogue as a National Historic Landmark. 

Very tmly wtffis. 

ArthurXashin 
Men's Club President 

Affiliated with Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs 



iX 
BETH SHOLOM SISTERHOOD 

8231 Old York Road 
Elkins Park, PA 19027-1595 

(215) 887-1342 A Fax (215) 887-6605 

September 29, 2006 

Mr. John W. Roberts, Acting Chief 
National Register of Historic Places and 
National Historic Landmarks Program 
1849 C Street, NW, 8* Floor (2280) 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Roberts, 

The Sisterhood of Beth Sholom Congregation, Elkins Park, PA, an organization 
of 500 women, heartily endorses the prospect of having our synagogue designated as a 
National Historical Landmark. We look forward to seeing this happen in the very near 
future. Since we are considered an American Synagogue designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright, our Gift Shop carries merchandise from the Frank Lloyd Wright collections, and 
we are enthusiastic about this happening. 

Sincerely yours. 

Elinor W. Kamen 
Sisterhood President 

Cc: Rabbi David Glanzberg-Krainin 
Rabbi Andrea L. Merow 
Fred Wolfson, President 
Herbert Sachs, Immediate Past-President 
Harvey Friedrich, Execkutive Director 



KORMAN C O M M E R C I A L 
P R O P E R T I E S RECEIVED 2280 

NAT. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
1 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Facsimile: (202) 371-6447 

September 29, 2006 

Mr. John W. Roberts, Acting Chief 
National Register of Historic Places and 
National Historic Landmarks Program 
1849 C. Street, NW, 8* Floor (2280) 
Washington, DC 20240 

RE: Beth Sholom Congregation 
Elkins Park, Pa. 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

It is my pleasure to heartily endorse Beth Sholom Synagogue's nomination to Historic 
Landmark status. I am a member of Beth Sholom Congregation. I am also a 
professional in the area of commercial real estate. 

In both of those roles, it has long been my privilege to spend time in a facility with the 
significance of Beth Sholom. My family and I have traveled to see many other structures 
of importance, both here and abroad, including Frank Lloyd Wright works in western 
Pennsylvania, Chicago and Arizona. However, I am continually struck with the unusual 
presence of our own Beth Sholom. It is already a landmark to our local community as 
well as to members of the community at large, many of whom come to see our treasured 
building. 

I believe that the formal acknowledgement of Beth Sholom as a National Historic 
Landmark is both fitting and appropriate. It is the formal confirmation of it's 
representation of historic design and presence. Once again, I endorse this nomination in 
the strongest personal and professional terms. 

Sincj 

<5erald C 
g^enior Vi 

GCS/scg 

Korman Commercial Properties, Inc. 

Suite 305 • Two Neshaminy Interplex • Trevose, PA 19053 • Voice: 215.244.5100 • Fax: 215.245.6243 
www.KormanCommercial.com 



DR. AARON LANDES 
Rabbi Emeritus of Beth Sholom Congregation 

8231 OLD YORK ROAD 

ELKINS PARK, PA 19027 

2IS-8S7-1342 
FAX 21S-887-660S 

September 29, 2006 

John W. Roberts, Acting Chief 
National Register of Historic Places and 
National Historic Landmarks Program 
1849 C Street, NW, 8* Floor (2280) 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Roberts, 

It is my pleasure to support the application of Beth Sholom Synagogue of Elkins 
Park, Pennsylvania for designation as a National Historic Landmark. From 1964 
to 2000 I served as Senior Rabbi of the Congregation. It was my privilege to 
succeed Rabbi Mortimer J. Cohen, who had worked with Frank Lloyd Wright. I 
am also an Admiral in the Chaplain Corps of the United States Navy, having 
served in the naval reserve for 34-1/2 years. Over the years I have become an 
authority on houses of worship of all denominations. 

Beth Sholom Synagogue, designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, is one of the most 
remarkable architectural achievements in the United States of America, and in 
my opinion is his greatest architectural achievement. The main sanctuary, with 
its mountain of plexiglass, facilitates the building's interaction with its 
surroundings. On a sunny day, the worshippers might use sunglasses. If a cloud 
crosses the sun, the cloud's shadow passes through the synagogue. If a bird 
crosses the sun, its shadow goes through the synagogue. On a Yom Kippur, full 
day worship, the congregants follow the sun as it makes a full tum from East to 
West. On a cloudy day the sanctuary is cloudy. 

The upper sanctuary seats a 1040. The lower sanctuary seats 225. The lower 
sanctuary has no windows and is dependent on artificial light, but that is an 
oversimplification. The front entrance of the synagogue has glass doors. There 
are two sets of short stairways leading to the lower sanctuary. The lower 
sanctuary has glass doors. On a sunny day, the setting sun blindingly shines on 
the ark and the pulpit of the lower sanctuary. 



DR. AARON LANDES, Rabbi of Beth Sholom Congregation 

Frank Lloyd Wright's greatest achievement in organic architecture is Beth 
Sholom Synagogue. It is certainly deserving of being designated as a "National 
Historic Landmark". 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi AaroitiTandes 
Rear Admiral, Chaplain Corps, Unites States Naval Reserve 

Cc: Fred Wolfson, President 
Beth Sholom Congregation 
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Penn 
Arts &f Sciences 

Department of the History of Art 
EllJot and Roslyn Jsffe History of Art Building 
.1405 Woodland Walk 
PhUadelphia, PA 19104-6208 
Tel 21.5.898,3834 Fa>t 215.573,2210 
dbtownIc(g>$as.upena.edu 

David B. Brownlee 
Frances Sliapiro-Wcitzenhofjir I'rofessor 

ofNimtxenth'Century European Art 

1 October 2006 

John W. Roberts. Acting Chief 
National Register of Historic Piaces 

and National Historic Landmarks Program 
1849 C Street, NW 
8th floor (2260) 
Washington, DC 20240 

by tax to 202 3716447 

RE: NHL nomination for Beth Sholom 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

I write to support the ofiidai designation of a great building, Beth Sholom synagogue, as a 
Nationai Historic Landmark. Betli Sholom is already a landmark for all those—expert and layman 
aliKe—who imow it and its hilltop site, and as an architectural historian i can affinn its very great 
historical importance, it is both one of the most significant wotks by America's greatest architect 
and an important piece of American social history. 

More than once during his long career, Frank Uoyd Wright fooled the skeptics who predicted his 
demise (and in some cases seem to have imagined tt). In the 1950s, he reinvented himself once 
again as America's most famous modem architect, and, almost uniquely among modem 
architects, he created Iniildings, espedally single-family houses and pubiic buiklings, that were 
actually popular models for poshvar socie .̂ Beth Sholom and the Guggenheim Museum in New 
Yoric are the most important examples of the woric of this most important architect during one of 
the most important phases of his career. 

Even at this late time In his artistic odyssey, Wright could rethink his art. While he still chose to 
address nature thmugh architecture (as he had throughout his career), he now did so much more 
directly. Fallingwater and both Taliesins had been metaphors for the natural world that they 
Inhabited, but the Guggenheim IS a spiral seashell, and Beth Sholom IS a nnountain peak. 

Important, too, is the cultural history of this building, one of the most celebrated examples of the 
boom in suburtian church and synagogue buiiding that was created by the urilTan emigrants of the 
1950s. At Beth Sholom, Wright was joined on the stage of history by the charismatic Mortimer 
Cohen, the leader of the congregation, and Boris Blai, Dean of the Tyler School of Art (Temple 
University) and the congregation's artistic adviser. 

Great art and great social forces converged on this hilltop north of Philadelphia, and the resulting 
building fully deserves this recognition. 

Siqcerely, p. 

David B. Brownlee 

UNIVERSITY of P E N N S Y L V A N I A 



^PennDesign 
School of Design • ' I R ^ R / ^ H l i S l E t ) , . : - -.- David G . De Long 
Graduate Program In Historic Pteserv»tlonv'• . • • •'!-:;::..:r7 o-;/' ,, ,;• • .y..-Prbfessor Emeritus 
115 Meyerson Hall . . . . , . ' \ 
210 South 34th s t r e e t . y : ^ .. .•• •..!•'•.',:iu^o -. ,•: 
Philadelphia, •pA 19104-6311 ' • •'• U: :i.: :C ~ .".:;:(; t 
Tel 215.898.3169 Fax 215.573.6326 ' » RECFlU 
ddelong@design.MpePQ.edu , ,,, -., | "t'lrcD 9p|̂ f} 

m i 7 October 4, 2006 

John W. Roberts, Acting Chief ' ^ - - ^ S l ^ T c w A C E s 
National Register of Historic Places and " ~ 

National Historic Landmarks Program 
1849 C Street, NW, 8* Floor (2280) 
Washington, DC 20240 

Fax: 2%^3^ 1-6447 ' :: • i 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

I write in strong support of the National Historic Landmark nomination of Frank Lloyd 
Wright's Beth Sholom Synagogue. 

My opinion is based on nearly 40 years of historic preservation practice, beginning as a 
restoration architect for a Harvard project and continuing with my teaching in (and 
chairing) historic preservation programs at Columbia University and the University of 
Pennsylvania. I have also lectured and published frequently on Wright and am a past 
Director of the Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy. 

Beth Sholom stands as one of Wright's most important buildings from his late career, a 
period that has now been revealed as of particular significance to the history of 
architecture. It is a major landmark of synagogue design and has influenced such 
architects as Louis I. Kahn. It is also a remarkable demonstration of collaboration 
between architect and client—so much so that Wright himself authorized recognition of 
this fact in a special plaque affixed to the building, a very rare event in Wright's career. 

The congretation has maintained the building with remarkable dedication and been 
unfailingly generous in allowing visitors to appreciate their great work of art. It is tmly a 
national landmark and deserves the official listing that only you can provide. 

With my thanks for your consideration of this important building, I remain, 

Yours sincerely. 

)avid G. De Long 

UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA 



Township of Cheltenham 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania 

Board of Commissioners 
Morton J. Simon, Jr., President 
Michael J. Swavola, Vice President 
Robert C. Gerhard, Jr. 
Paul R. Greenwald 
Charles D. McKeown 
Jeffrey A. Muldawer 
Harvey Pertner 

Township Manager 
David G. Kraynik 

(via FAX & Main 
Mr. John W. Roberts, Acting Chief 
National Register of Historic Places and 
National Historic Landmarks Program 
1849 C Street, NW - 8* Floor (2280) 
Washington, DC 20240 

Administration Building 
8230 Old York Road 
Elkins Park, PA 19027-1589 

Phone: 215 887-1000 
FAX: 215 887-1561 
Website: cheltenhamtownship.org 

October 5,2006 

Re: Beth Sholom Congregation 
Request for Nomination as a National Historic Landmark 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

Cheltenham Township wishes to offer its support to the request made by Beth Sholom 
Congregation, Elkins Park, Peimsylvania, to the National Park Service for nomination as a 
National Historic Landmark. 

The Congregation, which was founded in Philadelphia in 1919, moved to Elkins Park in 
the early 1950's. This synagogue is not only a religious sanctuary but also provides many 
services to the community such as daycare, education and youth activities. Additionally, the 
synagogue draws numerous visitors, both national and intemational, to enjoy and study its 
history and architecture, which is a masterpiece of world-renowned American architect Frank 
Lloyd Wright. This edifice should enjoy the merits and recognition as a National Historic 
Landmark as do other great works of Frank Lloyd Wright, and it is one of several of his 
buildings that has been designated by the American Institute of Architects for its contribution to 
American culture, and it is the only synagogue that he designed. 

A Hanne Rule Charter Community 



Letter to John W. Roberts 
October 5, 2006 
Page Two 

The Township urges the National Park Service to approve Beth Sholom as a National 
Historic Landmark, and thanks you for your consideration. We feel that this recognition would 
have only a positive impact on the congregation and the community as a whole. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

David 
Township Manager 

DGK:amf 
cc: Board of Commissioners 

Bryan T. Havir, Assistant Township Manager 
Harvey Friedrich, Executive Director, Beth Sholom Congregation 



ARLEN SPECTER COMMITTEES: 
PENNSYLVANIA JUDICIARY 

APPROPRIATIONS 
VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

Bnitd States Senate 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3802 

specter.senate.gov 

October 5,2006 

John W. Roberts, Acting Chief 
National Register of Historic Places and 
National Historic Landmarks Program 
1849 C Street, NW, 8* Floor (2280) 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Acting Chief Roberts: 

I am writing to you on behalf of Beth Sholom Congregation of Elkins Park, 
Pennsylvania. It is my imderstanding that Beth Sholom Congregation has submitted an 
application to the National Historic Landmarks Program to be considered for National 
Historic Landmarks status. Designation as such would aid in the preservation of Beth 
Sholom's synagogue as an important and historic asset to the Elkins Park community. 

I am advised that Beth Sholom is the only synagogue designed by renowned 
architect Frank Lloyd Wright. Furthermore, I am told that designating the Beth Sholom 
synagogue as a National Historic Landmark will increase the public's access to this 
unique and historic building, as well as facilitate the congregation's development of a 
visitor's center that v ÎI serve as a significant educational and cultural resource on Mr. 
Wright's development of the synagogue building. 

As it appears that designating the Beth Sholom synagogue as a National Historic 
Landmark would preserve this unique building for residents and visitors of Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania, I urge you to give their application your full and fair 
consideration. Please direct your reply to my Director of Special Projects, Heather Blum, 
at 711 Hart Senate Ofifice Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 

Sincerely, 

Arlen Specter 

AS/hb 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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John W. Roberts, Acting Chief 
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National Historic Landmarks Program 
1849 C Street, NW, Sth floor (2280) 
Washington, DC 20240 

RE: Application of Beth Sholom Congregation for National Historic Landmark status 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

Beth Sholom Congregation, located in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania is architecturally 
significant as the only synagogue designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. World renowned for its 
unique design, Beth Sholom Congregation draws visitors from every comer of the world. 

Beth Sholom Congregation is seeking National Historic Landmark status. The benefit to 
the people of Greater Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and our nation through the attainment of this 
status will be an increase in public recognition of and public access to this building, an expansion 
of tourism in Montgomery County, the facilitation of the congregation's deveiopment of a 
visitors' center as an educational and cultural resource, and the encouragement of the preservation 
of this tmly significant community asset. 

Again, I urge you to give Beth Sholom Congregation's application every appropriate 
consideration. To keep me apprised of the status of the application, please contact my District 
Director, Julie Slavet, at 215-517-6572 or iulie.slavet(a),mail.house.gov. Thank you for your 
attention to this matter, and please do not hesitate to contact my office if you need any additional 
information. 

Sincerely, 

Allyson Y. Schwartz 
Member of Congress 

Cc Harvey Friedrich, Executive Director, Beth Sholom Congregation 
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John W. Roberts, Acting Chief, 
National Register of Historic Places and 
National Historic Landmarks Program 
1849 C Street, NW, 8th floor (2280) 
Washington, DC 20240 

Re: Beth Sholom National Historic Landmark Status 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

I am writing in support of the grant application submitted by Beth Sholom for the National 
Register of Historic Places and National Historic Landmarks Program. As their extraordinary 
efforts have a significant impact in my district, I request that you strongly consider their request. 

Beth Sholom is an outstanding and vital link to the community and beyond. The crucial work 
done by this synagogue makes them both community and human service resources, touching 
thousands of lives. The building itself is architecturally significant as it is the only synagogue 
designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. It is world renowned for its unique design and draws visitors 
from every comer of the world. Thus, I ask that you support their efforts. 

Please feel free to contact Cindy Bass from my office should you have any additional questions 
or comments. Thank you for your time and attention regarding this matter. 

laka Fattah 
Member of Congress 

CF/cb 
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United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington. D.Q 20240 
IN REPLY RETEB TO: 

JAN 1 9 2007 

M E M O R A N D U M 

Secretary 3 Q 200? 

ThrougHr Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks 

From: Director 

Subject: Designation of 12 Properties as National Historic Landmarks and the Acceptance of 
Additional Documentation for 1 Property: Director's Recommendations and Request for 
Secretarial Action 

At its meeting on December 15, 2006, the National Park System Advisory Board recommended designation 
of the following properties as National Historic Landmarks: 

1. ALINE BARNSDALL COMPLEX (Hollyhock House), Los Angeles, CA 
(Criterion 4) 

2. PRICE TOWER, Bartlesville, OK 
(Criterion 4) 

3. BETH SHOLOM SYNAGOGUE, Elkins Park, PA 
(Criterion 4, Exception 1) 

4. NAUMKEAG, Stockbridge, MA 
(Criterion 4) 

5. SPRING GROVE CEMETERY, Cincinnati, OH 
(Criterion 4, Exception 5) 

6. V I L L A G E OF M A R I E M O N T , Hamilton County, OH 
(Criteria 1 and 4) 

7. HOUSE OF SEVEN GABLES HISTORIC DISTRICT, Salem, MA 
(Criteria 1 and 4, Exception 2) 

8. CENTRAL UTAH RELOCATION CENTER SITE (Topaz), Millard County, UT 
(Criterion 1, Exception 3) 

9. FIG ISLAND, Charleston County, SC 
(Criteria 4 and 6) 

10. FIELD HOUSE, St. Louis, MO 
(Criterion 2) 

11. WASHINGTON PLACE, Honolulu, HI 
(Criteria 1 and 2) 

12. HEGELER-CARUS MANSION, LaSalle, IL 
(Criteria 1 and 4) 



In addition, the Advisory Board recommended that addhional documentation for the following already 
designated National Historic Landmark be accepted: 

BEACON HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT, Boston, M A 
(Revised documentation) 

In accordance with National Historic Landmarks Program regulations, the Board reviewed 
the studies nominating these properties for Landmark status, and the additional 
documentation for the already designated National Historic Landmark, and found that the 
properties meet National Historic Landmarks Program criteria. The Board, therefore, voted 
to recommend that they be designated as National Historic Landmarks and that the additional 
documentation be accepted. 

Per the National Historic Landmark Program regulations, I hereby certify that the procedural 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 65.5 have been met. 

I recommend that you approve the Board's December 15, 2006, recommendation, and 
designate as National Historic Landmarks the properties listed above and the acceptance of 
the additional dgcuuientation for tha^roperty listed above. 

MAR % 9 2007 
DATE: 

Attachments 



Toni Lee To: WASO CR NR-NHL, Paul LoetherA/VASO/NPS@NPS, Sarah 
04/09/2007 07:30 AM Hopson/WASO/NPS@NPS 

cc: 
Subject: Fw: Historic Synagogue Earns Landmark Status 

EDT 

— Forwarded by Toni Lee/WASO/NPS on 04/09/2007 07:29 AM • 

David Bama To: 

04/08/2007 12:11 PM """o"' Lee/WASO/NPS) 
Subject: Fw: Historic Synagogue Earns Landmark Status 

B u l l e t i n ( P h i l a d e l p h i a , PA) 
Friday, A p r i l 6, 2007 

H i s t o r i c Synagogue Earns Landmark Status 
By: Jenny DeHuff, The B u l l e t i n 

Photo by Jared Gruenwald / The B u l l e t i n 

E l k i n s Park - Beth Sholom synagogue, the modern and i c o n i c a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
e x p l o i t by American a r c h i t e c t Frank Lloyd Wright, was designated one of 12 
n a t i o n a l h i s t o r i c landmarks Wednesday by the U.S. Deptartment of the 
I n t e r i o r . 

The synagogue, l o c a t e d j u s t north of P h i l a d e l p h i a on Old York Road i n E l k i n s 
Park, r e s t s amid s e v e r a l other churches, temples and place of worship, but 
Beth Sholom stands out. The e d i f i c e , a glazed tower of g l a s s , aluminum and 
s t a i n l e s s s t e e l over a concrete base, r e f l e c t s the metaphor of a mountain. 
Wright designed i t under the impression of the B i b l i c a l Mount S i n a i , where 
God chose to d e l i v e r the Ten Commandments to Moses f o r the people of I s r a e l . 

The n a t i o n a l h i s t o r i c landmark desi g n a t i o n i s the highest r e c o g n i t i o n given 
by the U.S. to p r o p e r t i e s determined to be of e x c e p t i o n a l value i n 
representing or i l l u s t r a t i n g an important theme, event or person i n the 
nation's h i s t o r y . 

Harvey F r i e d r i c h , executive d i r e c t o r of Beth Sholom, has overseen the 
synagogue f o r eight years. He s a i d he i s proud to be honored i n t h i s way. 

"This synagogue i s d i f f e r e n t than most because we are deeply rooted i n 
Jewish t r a d i t i o n , but our b u i l d i n g doesn't r e f l e c t the modern p r i n c i p l e of 
'form follows f u n c t i o n ' , " F r i e d r i c h s a i d . 

The b u i l d i n g , not q u i t e 50 years o l d , r e f l e c t s t y p i c a l Wright design, with 
sharp edges, modern a r c h i t e c t u r e and l o f t e d c e i l i n g s . The n o t i o n of the 
b u i l d i n g ' s shape i s modeled a f t e r two hands cupped together to represent the 
hands of God, and F r i e d r i c h s a i d i t was a d r a s t i c a l l y contemporary design 
f o r the East Coast, at that time. 

The sanctuary boasts 110 f t . , from top to bottom, s t a r t i n g on a plush, 
cream-colored carpet, which i s meant to exemplify the sands of the S i n a i , to 
a P l e x i g l a s s - and g l a s s - s h i n g l e d c e i l i n g and roof. The c e i l i n g l e t s i n 
s u n l i g h t , and changes the look of the sanctuary as the day progresses. 



"This sanctuary can seat 1,028 people," F r i e d r i c h s a i d . " I t can house an 
11-story b u i l d i n g . " 

The seats are not arranged i n audience-form, but r a t h e r they c o n s t i t u t e a 
congregation, F r i e d r i c h s a i d . Beth Sholom, meaning "house of peace," i s the 
only b u i l d i n g i n which the a r t i s t shared c r e d i t . Wright and the 
congregation's o r i g i n a l r a b b i , Mortimer J. Cohen, c o l l a b o r a t e d on the 
p r o j e c t , with metaphors from Cohen and a r c h i t e c t u r a l design by Wright. 

B u i l t between 1954 and 1959, the s t r u c t u r e i s Wright's only synagogue. The 
congregation of Beth Sholom f i r s t organized i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , at Broad and 
Courtland s t r e e t s . They expanded and moved north i n 1950 to the E l k i n s Park 
l o c a t i o n . 

Dominating the scene when people enter the sanctuary i s a giant ark, or 
monolith, made of American black walnut, where Torahs are kept. 

Much of the c o l o r i n s i d e the sanctuary i s meant to represent f a v o r i t e hues 
of Wright's, from the "Cherokee red" t i l e f l o o r s i n the foyer to the "milk 
g l a s s " panels i n the overhead l i g h t f i x t u r e . 

The l i g h t f i x t u r e i s another major a t t r i b u t e i n the sanctuary. F r i e d r i c h 
s a i d people have s a i d i t looked something l i k e a Klingon b a t t l e c r a f t from 
"Star Trek," from i t s t r i a n g u l a r shape and geometric design. The red, blue 
and purple glass panels m i r r o r the c o l o r s of the covers on the Torahs i n s i d e 
the ark at the f r o n t of the sanctuary. 

F r i e d r i c h s a i d the room i s at maximum ca p a c i t y on s p e c i a l holy days of the 
year, and Saturday morning s e r v i c e s are often held i n the main sanctuary. On 
days with l e s s a c t i v i t y , people meet i n the Sisterhood Sanctuary, one f l o o r 
down. 

The smaller Sisterhood Sanctuary holds as many as 250 people. Choir 
p r a c t i c e , s c h o o l i n g , l e c t u r e s and conferences are h e l d here, as w e l l as an 
a l t e r n a t i v e Sabbath s e r v i c e where more t r a d i t i o n a l r i t u a l s are held. I t i s a 
more intimate space, e s p e c i a l l y f o r Friday and midweek s e r v i c e s . 
Adjacent to the main sanctuary i s a small rabbi's study, f i t with shorter 
c e i l i n g s designed f o r the f i r s t r a b b i , a 5 f t . , 4 i n . - t a l l Cohen. More rooms 
o f f the side of the b u i l d i n g house a swimming pool, gymnasium, classrooms 
and o f f i c e s . 

Outside the b u i l d i n g , upon e n t e r i n g from the s t r e e t , Wright designed a large 
r e f l e c t i n g pool, F r i e d r i c h s a i d , to remind people they are e n t e r i n g a holy 
place. C a l l e d the " l a v e r , " from the words "to l a v e " or "to wash," i t i s made 
of copper, and s i g n i f i e s the place where worshippers could wash t h e i r hands 
before s e r v i c e . 

F r i e d r i c h s a i d the b u i l d i n g ' s estimated cost was $850,000, but the a c t u a l 
cost upon completion was $1.5 m i l l i o n , p a i d f o r by the congregation. 

Wright, a r c h i t e c t of other major p r o j e c t s l i k e New York's Guggenheim or the 
P r i c e Tower i n Oklahoma, was i n v i t e d by Beth Sholom Congregation to design 
the new synagogue i n the suburbs of E l k i n s Park. 

Of the dozen new n a t i o n a l h i s t o r i c landmarks i n the U.S., the honor i s 
shared by the s t a t e s of Pennsylvania, Utah, M i s s o u r i , Hawaii, I l l i n o i s , 
Oklahoma, C a l i f o r n i a , Massachusetts and Ohio. 

Jenny DeHuff can be reached at jdehuff@thebulletin.us 
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Mr. Herbert Sachs 2 4 2007 
President 
Beth Shalom Congregation 
8231 Old York Road 
Elkins Parks, Pennsylvania 19027-1595 

Dear Mr. Sachs: 

I am pleased to inform you that the Secretary of the Interior, on March 29, 2007, designated the Beth 
Sholom Synagogue, in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania, as a National Historic Landmark, in recognition of the 
property's national significance in the history of the United States. 

The Historic Sites Act of 1935 authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to identify and recognize nationally 
significant places that best represent the American experience. Landmark designation recognizes and 
encourages the preservation of places that have exceptional value for commemorating or illustrating the 
history of the United States, for the inspiration and benefit of all Americans. 

The Secretary of the Interior designates National Historic Landmarks only after careful study by the 
National Park Service, extensive opportunities for public involvement, and review and recommendation by 
the National Park System Advisory Board, in accordance with National Historic Landmark criteria set forth 
in 36 CFR Part 65. National Historic Landmarks are listed in the National Register of Historic Places, 
making them eligible for the safeguards and benefits provided by the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966 and other federal laws protecting historic properties. 

I am enclosing a certificate that commemorates the designation of your property as a National Historic 
Landmark. In addition, each Landmark is eligible to receive one bronze plaque to commemorate the 
property's designation. You will be contacted shortly, if you have not already, by a National Historic 
Landmarks coordinator for your area about applying for the plaque. If you have any questions about the 
plaque or designation before that, please call Ms. Patty Henry of the National Historic Landmarks 
Program, on (202) 354-2216. 

We are delighted to enroll the Beth Sholom Synagogue as a National Historic Landmark — a designation 
that reflects the preservation of this property as an irreplaceable part of our nation's heritage. 

Sincerely, 

J-Miofllhar 
J. Paul Loether, Chief 
National Register of Historic Places 

and National Historic Landmarks Program 



SIMILAR L E T T E R SENT T O : 

OWNER: Mr. Herbert Sachs 
President 
Beth Shalom Congregation 
8231 Old York Road 
Elkins Parks, Pennsylvania 19027-1595 

HEO: Mr. Thomas Jay Ellis 
Chairman 
Montgomery County Board of Commissioners 
Montgomery County Courthouse 
One Montgomery Plaza, Suite 800 
Norristown, Pennsylvania 19404-0311 

Mr. Morton J.Simon Jr. 
Chairman 
Cheltenham Tovmship Board of Commissioners 
8230 Old York Road 
Elkins Parks, Pennsylvania 19027-1589 

SHPO: Ms. Barbara Franco 
SHPO 
Bureau for Historic Preservation 
Commonwealth Keystone Building, 2nd Floor 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120-0093 

BCC: Ms. Bonnie Halda 
NPS - Northesat Regional Office 
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APK 2 4 2007 

The Honorable Arlen Specter 
United States Senate 
711 Hart Senate Office Building 
Wahington,DC 20510 

Dear Senator Specter: 

I am pleased to inform you that the Secretary of the Interior, on March 29, 2007, designated the 
Beth Sholom Synagogue, in Elkins Park, Permsylvania, as a National Historic Landmark, in 
recognition of the property's national significance in the history of the United States. 

The Historic Sites Act of 1935 authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to identify and recognize 
nationally significant places that best represent the American experience. Landmark designation 
recognizes and encourages the preservation of places that have exceptional value for 
commemorating or illustiating the history of the United States, for the inspiration and benefit of 
all Americans. 

The Secretary of the Interior designates National Historic Landmarks only after careful study by 
the National Park Service, extensive opportunities for public involvement, and review and 
recommendation by the National Park System Advisory Board, in accordance with National 
Historic Landmark criteria set forth in 36 CFR Part 65. National Historic Landmarks are listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places, making them eligible for the safeguards and benefits 
provided by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and other federal laws protecting 
historic properties. If you have any questions about the designation, please call Ms. Patty Henry 
of the National Historic Landmarks Program, at (202) 354-2216. 

We are delighted to enroll the Aline Bamsdall Complex (Hollyhock House) as a National 
Historic Landmark — a designation that reflects the preservation of this property as an 
irreplaceable part of our nation's heritage. 

Sincerely, 1 

Signed J 

Janet Snyder Matthews, Ph.D. 
Associate Director, Cultural Resources 



IDENTICAL L E T T E R SENT T O : 

The Honorable Arlen Specter 
United States Senate 
711 Hart Senate Office Building 
Wahington,DC 20510 

The Honorable Robert Casey, Jr. 
United States Senate 
383 Russell Senate Office Building 
Wahington,DC 20510 

The Honorable Chaka Fattah 
United States House of Representatives 
2301 Raybum House Office Building 
Wahington,DC 20515 



Toni Lee/WASO/NPS 

10/23/2009 08:19 AM 

To WASO CR NHL 

cc Jan Matthews/WASO/NPS(g)NPS. Paul 
Loether/WASO/NPS@NPS, Lisa 
Weissman/Contractor/NPS@NPS 

bcc 

Subject Fw: [SAH-LISTSERV] Visitor Center Dedication at Wright's 
Beth Sholom 11/15 

Congrats to everyone who worked on this NHL nomination. Toni 

Forwarded by Toni Lee/WASO/NPS on 10/23/2009 08:18 AM 

etcooperman@COMCAST.N 
ET To SAHLISTSERV@listsen/.brown.e(ju 
Sent by: Society of 
Architectural Historians List 
<SAHLISTSERV@listserv.bro Subject [SAH-LISTSERV] Visitor Center Dedication at Wright's Beth 
w"«du> Sholom 11/15 

10/23/2009 07:47 AM 

Beth Sholom Synagogue P r e s e r v a t i o n Foundation i n E l k i n s Park, PA w i l l dedicate 
i t s new V i s i t o r Center with Paul Goldberger, the a r c h i t e c t u r e c r i t i c f o r the 
New Yorker Magazine, who w i l l speak about Beth Sholom Synagogue on the 
occasion of i t s 50 t h Anniversary. Guests to the opening event w i l l have an 
opportunity' to see the newly created V i s i t o r Center and to tour the National 
H i s t o r i c Landmark b u i l d i n g . 

As the only s 
monument both 
Center was cr 
p u b l i c and to 
Wright s t r u c t 
Wright's l i f e 
e x h i b i t i o n i s 
Wright, Rabbi 
e x h i b i t i o n de 

ynagogue designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, Beth Sholom stands as a 
to twentieth-century design and Jewish i n t e r e s t s . The V i s i t o r 

eated to give a greater understanding of the b u i l d i n g to the 
provide an e x c i t i n g experience that w i l l complement tours of the 

ure. The V i s i t o r Center i n t e r p r e t s Beth Sholom i n the contexts of 
and work and American synagogue a r c h i t e c t u r e . Included i n the 
an 18-minute f i l m e n t i t l e d : "An American Synagogue: Frank Lloyd 
Mortimer Cohen and the Making of Beth Sholom," produced by 

signers P i c t u r e P r o j e c t s of New York. 

The d e d i c a t i o n event i s free and open to the p u b l i c , and w i l l begin at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday, November 15, 2009. The opening event i s co-sponsored by Partnership 
fo r Scared Spaces, the P h i l a d e l p h i a Chapter of the American I n s t i t u t e of 
A r c h i t e c t s , and P r e s e r v a t i o n A l l i a n c e f o r Greater P h i l a d e l p h i a . For more 
information about the event, please contact Beth Sholom at 215-887-1342 or 
www.bethsholomsynagogue.com 

Emily T. Cooperman, Ph.D., P r i n c i p a l 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l Research and C u l t u r a l H i s t o r y 
217 E. Evergreen Ave., P h i l a d e l p h i a , PA 1911E 
o/f: (215) 247-0604 
c: (267) 226-9145 
etcooperman@comcast.net 
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been built. 

The high court ruling made it seem likely 
thai Negroes soon would blast their way into 
white housing projects in the South—via the 
courts. Three days after the court's school 
segregation decision, 18 Negroes asked a Sa­
vannah federal oourt to enjoin the Public 
Housing Administration and the Housing Au­
thority of Savannah against denying them 
admission to Fred Wessels Homes, a new 
apartment project- They also asked $90,000 
damages. Their attorneys were led by 
N A A C P ' s Thurgood Marshall of New York, 
the chief legal brain of the school segrega­
tion case. 

S c h o o l t i m e b o m b . If reaction to the 
court's public liousing decision seemed vio­
lent, one reason was that its results could 
be immediate. The decision on school segre­
gation, on the other hand, was a delayed-
action bomb. By announcing that it will not 
formulate decrees to carry out integration 
until fal l , the court allowed for a cooling-off 
period. Reaction was calmer. 

The decision cast doubt over the future of 
some $800 million of jilanned .school con­
struction in the 17 states where racial segre­
gation is required by law.* Most drastic 
action was taken by Gov. James Byrnes of 
South Carolina. He cut oflf state money for 
new pubiic school construction contracts 
pending further studies. The effect was to 
halt the state's huge school building program 
intended to eifualize facilities for whites and 
Negroes. In three years. South Carolina had 
spent or earmarked close to $100 million 
for some 400 .school buildings—about two 
thirds of them for Negroes. Another $76 mil­
lion of school construction, much of it for 
Negroes, was planned. 

lu trcorgia. however, (iov. Herman E. Tal­
madge said tiie Supreme Court decision 
would ntil affect school l)uilding because the 
stale needs tlie wliools. The prograni totals 
some $200 million for 1,0S6 grammar and 
high schools. Contracts have been let for 
about 600. 

Architect Marcellus Wright Jr.. A I A re­
gional director for the middle Atlantic area, 
forecast: "The aggressive school building pro­
gram for the benefit nf both races, operative 
.since the war. will grind to a standstill. . . ." 

Evas ion d e v i c e s . In most other states, the 
chances were that sciiool iuiilding would be 
slowed while devices to gel around the 
court's ruling are explored thoroughly and 
fervently. One of the likeliest: gerrymander­
ing of school districts, whicli would work in 
spots where there is effective residential seg­
regation (but would not work in rural areas, 
or, for examjile, in Charleston, S .C, where 
whites and Negroes often live in different 
parts of the same blocki . Mississippi was 

* The IT; .\lal)unia. Arkansas. Delaware. Florida, 
(Georgia. Kenturky, Louisiana, Maiylaiid, Missis­
sippi. Missouri. North (Carolina, flklahoma. South 
Carolina. Tennessee. Virginia anH West Virginia. 
Segregation is a matter for local option in four 
others: .\rizona, Kansas, Wyoming. New Mexico. 

tovcnJLVti?, Oft Sl eivacVeii a\ 'Cae \as\ s>es,%\OT\ 
of the legislature, which says: "In making 
assignments of children to schools or attend­
ance cenlers as provided by this act, the 
Board of Trustees shall take into considera­
tion the emotional needs and welfare of the 
child invovled, lhe welfare and best interests 
of the pupils attending the school or schools 
involved, health and moral factors al the 
school." I l contains no mention of segrega­
tion, but gives trustees almost unlimited 
power lo segregate just lhe same. 

One leading school expert ventured the 
guess that while the decision would slow 
school building in the South, eventually 
almost all the schools planned will be built. 
Both white and Negro schools are overcrowded 
in many areas. Many Negro schools are obso-

sseable drop in southern school building 

looked like about S^o-
In Congress, the antisegregation decision 

put more steam behind demands for increased 
federal aid for school conslruclion. In the 
pasl, the two most serious roadblocks to more 
federal school aid have been objections by 
southern Congressmen that this would become 
a device to smash segregation and objections 
by religious groups—mostly Catholics who 
profess to see a threat to their parochial 
schools. Currently pending is a bil l lo spend 
$100 million a year for five years for federal 
aid lo school building. The A F L executive 
council, scoffing al that as "abysmally inade­
quate." demanded $1 billion to help the 
South build racially integrated schools. 

Glass-towered synagogue, 

Frank Lloyd Wright's first 

R a b b i M o r t i m e r J . C o h e n of B e t h S h o l o m C o n ­

g r e g a t i o n i n P h i l a d e l p h i a m a d e s o m e s k e t c h e s 

of w h a t he t h o u g h t a s y n a g o g u e s h o u l d e m b o d y 

a n d s h o w e d t h e m to a f r i e n d . T h e f r i e n d s a i d : 

" O n l y o n e m a n c a n do i t — F r a n k L l o y d W r i g h t . * ' 

W r i g h t d i d i t ( a b o v e ) . W h e n he s u b m i t t e d t h e 

d r a w i n g s , he w r o t e : " H e r e w i t h t h e p r o m i s e d 

h o s a n n a . a t e m p l e t h a t is t r u l y a r e l i g i o u s t r i b ­

u t e to t h e l i v i n g g o d . " S a i d R a b b i C o h e n : " I t 

is M t . S i n a i w r o u g h t i n m o d e r n m a t e r i a l s . " 

T h e d i s t o r t e d - h e x a g o n s t r u c t u r e w i l l h a v e 

d o u b l e o u t e r w a l l s , of w i r e g l a s s a n d b l u e - t i n t e d 

p l a s t i c , w i t h a b o u t a n i n c h of a i r s p a c e b e t w e e n . 

S t a m p e d c o p p e r s h e l l s w i l l be filled w i t h r e i n ­

f o r c e d c o n c r e t e . It w i l l be 175' a t i t s w i d e s t , 

100' t a l l a n d is e x p e c t e d to c o s t $175,000. P r o ­

j e c t i o n s on o u t s i d e ( l e f t ) a r e s y m b o l i c o f t h e 

m e n o r a h — c a n d e l a b r a — o f t h e a n c i e n t t a b e r n a c l e . 

C h a p e l ( p a r t of floor p l a n , l o w e r l e f t ) s e a t s 268, 

a n a u d i t o r i u m 1,214. A t o p t h e t r i a n g u l a r g l a s s 

t o w e r w i l l be a f l o o d l i t m e s s a g e in H e b r e w : I 

a m t h e L o r d , Y o u r G o d . " W i t h t h e i n t u i t i o n 

t h a t o n l y g e n i u s m y s t e r i o u s l y a t t a i n s , " s a i d 

R a b b i C o h e n , " M r . W r i g h t h a s c r e a t e d . . . a 

J e w i s h s y m b o l in a n d of i t s e l f . " 
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THE RECORD REPORTS 

F R A N K L L O Y D W R I G H T has de­
signed his first synagogue, a project for 
Beth Sholom Congregation in Philadel­
phia. The congregation last month em­
barked on a campaign to raise $750,000 
to erect it "on a grassy mount" at York 
Road and Foxcroft Road in suburban 
Elkins Park. The building will be a hexa­
gon surmounted by a triangular sphere 
of white-wired glass underlaid with blue-
tinted plastic; structural members will 
be green copper. Along each of three 
ridges from the large pointed concrete 
bastions at the base of the triangle lo the 
copper cap will be lighted lamps, replicas 
of the Menorah in the ancient Tabernacle. 
The apostle of "honest arrogance," now 
85 years old, submitted his drawings to 
Rabbi Mortimer J. Cohen wilh the com­
ment, "Herewith the promised 'hosannah' 
— a temple that is truly a religious tribute 
to the living God." The Rabbi calls it "a 
replica of Mount Sinai - that small moun­
tain of jagged, massive slabs of stone, 
where Israel encountered God" 

Hedrrch-Blessing L I I D W I G M I E S V.4N D E R R O H E has designed another bnilding for 
Illinoi.s Fnstitule of Technology's Chicago campus—this one for the 
architecture department, which he heads, the industrial design depart­
ment, and a soon-to-be-established departinent of urhan and regional 
planning. A drive to raise $6(H),000 to finance thp project was launched 
hy the Institute last month. The building, 120 x 220 It, to be enclosed 
entirely in plate glass (the h>wer sections opaque), will have a welded 
steei structure and a concrete roof suspended from four exposed steel 
girders. Sj>aoe use witiiin the column-free main hall. 2H ft high, will be 
defined by low, free-standing wood walls. The floor of the hall will be 
five It above ground to adnn'l natural light aud ventilation into a full 
basement ccmtaining more teaching and studv as well as service facilities 

i 
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NEWS 

Washington report: State Dept. to get 
2d biggest US office; scliool aid pushed 
Biggest architectural and building news in 
Washington last month was the awarding 
of a design contract for a huge State De­
partment headquarters building. It wi l l 
cover four blocks, be the biggest U S office 
building anywhere except for the Pentagon. 

The three joint-venture firms which re­
ceived the architectural and engineering 
assignment were Chicago's Graham, Ander­
son, Probst & White, Inc., Detroit's Hariey, 
Ellington & Day, Inc., and, as Washington 
associate, the firm of Architect A . E . Clas. 

The new structure, with almost 2.7 mil­
Uon sq. f t . of floor area, is intended to re­
unite under one roof all State Department 
activities, now scattered in more than a 
score of buildings. Barr ing hitches, it is 
planned to have the structure under way by 
simimer on the four blocks between 21st 
and 23d Sts. and C and E Sts. in tbe so-
called Foggy Bottom area. Last year $1 
million was appropriated for planning this 
project; in his budget message last month 
President Eisenhower requested funds to 
cover its estimated $50 million construction 
costs. 

Other big District of Columbia building 
funds the President requested would 
finance: 1) a $49 million headquarters for 
the Central Intelligence Agency, although 
it still was not decided whether this would 
rise in the District or in nearby Fa i r fax 
County, Va. , 2) the new Senate Office Build­
ing and a third House Office Building to 
cost a total of $31.2 million, and 3) a $33.7 
million Museum of History and Technology 
for the Smithsonian Institution on the Mal l 
between 12th and 14th Streets. 

Oriwr US building programs. In his state of 
the union and budget messages, as well as 
in his special message on school aid, the 
President also outlined the administration's 
objectives in its various other construction 
or construction-assistance programs. 

The newest Eisenhower school-aid recom­
mendations, considerably more liberal than 
his unadopted 1955 proposals, would pro­
vide for : 

^ Annual federal grants for $250 million for 
flve years, to be matched by the states on a 
sliding scale according to their own finan­
cial resources. 

• A five-year program to buy up to $750 
million of local school bonds for com­
munities that are not able to market them 
at reasonable interest rates. 

With national elections coming up in 
November, Republicans and Democrats both 
wanted to enact a school-aid law. The 
Democrats also want to show that they 
tried to pass one that would give more aid 
than the Republicans proposed. The prob­
lem that bedevils both parties and might 
prevent the enactment of any school aid 
bill whatsoever is the prospect of an anti-
segregation amendment to the bill that 
might cause Southem Congressmen to ki l l 
the bill. 

Hospital aid funds. For local hospital con­
struction aid under the Hil l-Burton Act's 
"old program," the President requested 
$88.8 million, the same as last year. The 
"new" program covering four types of 
facilities wi l l be increased from $21 million 
this year to $40 million in the fiscal year be­
ginning in July. Another $1.2 million was 
requested for grants, as high as 100%, for 
research in hospital utilization and adminis­
tration. To date, 16 have been approved. 

The budget message also requested $53 
million for new hospitals and modemiza­
tion for the Veterans Administration. For 
military construction the President asked 
appropriations of $1,817 million, compared 
with $1,899 million for the current fiscal 
year, and for A E C construction authority 
to use $2,700 million from unobligated funds 
still available from a 1955 appropriation. 

Skies c lear ing fo r Wr i gh t ' s 
r a m p museum, synagogue 

At the completion of Frank Lloyd Wright's 
Price Tower in Bartlesville, Okla. (p. 107), 
it appeared that 1956 would witness the 
start of construction on two more of 
Wright's most spectacular designs. 
• A f t e r two important changes. New 
York's Board of Standards and Appeals 
approved designs for his spiral ramp 
museum for the Solomon R. Guggenheim 
Foundation ( A F , A p r i l '52, and the 

Building Dept. was reported ready to issue 
a building permit. In the revised plans the 
diameter of the top level of the five-ring 
spiral (wider at the top than at the base) 
was reduced so it would no longer over­
hang the building line. Instead of using 
the original Wright-designed support and 
reinforcing system, the tower wi l l have a 
conventional structural system, but this 
will not change its appearance. As a con­
sultant on this structure, the first he has 
ever engaged, Wright employed Engineer 
Jacob Feld of New York. 

• In Elkins Park, Philadelphia suburb, 
Beth Sholom Congregation was negotiating 
for an unidentified westem builder recom­
mended by Wright to build the only syna­
gogue he has ever designed—a semi-hex­
agonal, pyramidal-dome structure repre­
senting the shape of the biblical Mt . Sinai 
( A F , June '54). Last summer not a single 
contractor accepted the invitation to bid 
on erecting the $750,000 nonconventional 
structure. Nor was any eastern builder 
found who was prepared to contract di­
rectly for the job at a price approximating 
Wright's estimates. Final ly Wright sug­
gested a western builder who has put up 
three buildings he designed. Last month he 
was expected to receive the job soon. 

In Taliesin West in Arizona, Wright 
recently commented with characteristic 
acidity when he was notified that Venice's 
Artist ic and Technical Commission had re­
jected his design for a glass-and-marble 
building on the famed Grand Canal as 
being inharmonious with other buildings 
along the canal. He assumed that "the 
tourists" had won, and said: "Commissions 
seldom agree with enlightened critics." 

Black g ran i te and stain less s tee l off ices fo r financing firm 

Harrison & Abramovitz designed this black 
granite and stainless steel New York office 
structure that George A . Fuller has begun 
erecting for C.I.T. Financial Corp. The 
second floor of this eight-story air-condi­
tioned building will consist of a rest and 
recreation area for employees; it wi l l be 

indented from the building line and planted 
with a peripheral band of .shrubbery. Senior 
executives wil l occupy offices on the set­
back, terraced, eighth floor beneath a win­
dowless air-conditioning and utilities pent­
house. The steel frame wi l l be bolted. The 
structure wil l cost about $9 million. 

NEWS continued on p. 12 
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Beth Sholem Synagogue 

Philadelphia 

Unity Temple, Oak Parte, Chicago. 

In 1930, deep in the economic depression, Frank Lloyd 

Wright dreamed of the embodiment of religious freedom 

as a great cathedral encompa.ssing the altars of all faiths, 

a gigantic pyramidal structure sheathed in glass. A reflec­

tion of fhis dream enlivens Beth Sholem's three bold 

masts upholding a translucent double tent, glass ouLside, 

plastic inside. Three figured stained-glass panels are inset 

midway between the copper-dad, illuminated masts. The 

crown is of copper, liktjj-ttte encircling canopy over tne 

inaaiajtc concrete base. IA prism of light, a rock of 

•'strength, joyous and austere at once, this synagogue 

Wright has designed is original in every architectural ̂  

detail yet clearly it proclaims the authority of ancien^ 

IraHTrtoin ' ~~~ • - — 
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lQW«d UAKA W bt ftoiurtloutt of 

tniri Ui«m. ' 
At tor hU theory \)x»A th« 

hQVMKwWM of Am«rt«A kr* 
(t«iU«4 Uv« onftUv« tirt* 

Of i i roiTW. X thUvk a unUkt^ 
ly }iKaX m&ny of t h w lAjnt 
tioMHwWwt would rtlUh » ro­
tum to thoM yloriout d»ys 
ip«nt Mwlnf wtd atrklnlnf 
•ind HntbUnf, even fur U>« 
iftko of Qr«ftUvlt,y, 

XHlfylnf U M I M I wm ido 
not^Utir to fttevkU U\o Uaio of 
thei prwnt, Whiit w« ne«t in" 
•ttl^d from men like Mr. at<ui« 
t« ^uldtwce Knd plimntnif for 
Utei future, 

I MKa. Piuup UKYtat 

' U Q I X ' STATIONS 

TQjTHH EQITOH; 
my oompUments 

atoRe'a hrtlole 
MA • 

RVMnvt u|cU-
neif». i .̂ 1 • 

)^rh*pt Ute yrcftteat alnfle ) 
fwfor QontrlbuUnx to. Ameri-
ca'ji ugllnoH •eemi to mei to 
bo ] the ( U stftUon, ClaaolUie 
l l one < c<^nmo(Uty \ nobody 
buyt leet or more of thiuilbe 
reiilly neods. Theae twAy, vUe 
•trMoturea a n ;^er«Gted {by 
oompwdee competing ftgftlnst 

other->wlth «ix exjtr» 
t(»f«h of Irony In U ^ fact Uuiit 
aavp̂ a of them belong to the 
tame pvent company, I 

If one gaooltne company 
br^ke with thU awful ti^dl-
tlofn and started selling gaa 
tr^m a completely different,' 
ol\{illi«d-10Qkln(^, sUUon^ and 
» L ^ . - ^ . _ - . . ^ 1 . . . . It jEutvertiMd thai thla Was 

;^^htrtbutlon t<nnrd a betier-
ii?lo4klng America, I am .certain 
. it Iwould find thle to- be Sfery 

good busineaa, 
HANS KONlOflBgtQK». ; 

New York. 

I W S E R V G T H E B C S T ' [ 

TO THjE EAiToa: ! I 
• . f"Is 11 wrong to piuraue the 
past?" Mr. Stone's quea^on 
has miased the target by '& 

' comfwl'*? Or rather wa* this . 
"ptMhnwt" TOMFvod'for the 
dUKemlng 4Utfi eapabte of as>-
ain^llatlng and iftjoytny Ut 

: Th« rospoiulblllly of the 
holn of Ihls dtite is not to 
denounce the "taUtin^' or tlte < 
''efficiency ajiftrtmeAt," hwi to 
aelwil and prwerve the b««t 
forms of e)eganc« being or«< 
ated today. The "richness" ot 
httih-ddcllty recording devlcwt 
U an example of this beauty, 
aa la the KnsitlvUy of certain 
mo4«mlMUv sculpture and i U 
counterpart, not In the n«o-
box aroKltecture of our sterile 
•flopping c«ntem and suburban 
aubdlvialona. but in such ere* 
atlons as the Beth 8holoti\ 
Temple near rhiladelphia. ^ 

' Theae ar« the measure ol 
the-depth and intensity Uiat 
our *'pw>gre«" has made avail' 
able to us, 

U S T t a HtlMPMKJCYa. 
Indiana, Pa. 

T O O L ' S PARADISS* 

' TOTHKEOiTOB; 
Kdward D, Stone struck n 

very responsive note. Implicit 
In his theme is the feeling that 
a deslro for warmth and 
beauty has goQe out ot our 
lives and that a great deal of 
the blame rests upon contem* ; 
porary archltofita. 

Xt would siwm, however, 
that Mr. Stone has under­
stated an important facet of 
our culture. Americans ^re 
faddisia. 8o are her artisu. 
The tact ^that Park Avenue^ 
looks- Uko "a . crevice in a ' 
glacier" is a reault of thia 
taddlam. MlesJ^an der Rohe. 
since ! I the paaalng of.Ftank 
Uoyd Wright probably Amer-
lea's greatest architect, atanda 
alone aa the maater :of-the 
gl^-walled building, I, Hun-
drods of Imiiabors^ have^ried 
to I follow In ,hia foetatepa. ' 
H<|nce the plethora of glaaa 
and aluminum In New York 
and Gt^cago. ; 

^e ' jWiUy ^ssimllar'contrl-
butlons,bf a Stone and a Mles 

: Van deir Rohe shouli^f certain­
ly; innfre the kind of diversity 

! L. 
by outstsMimg tv ^.^ 
Anwrtoan pwtrad ft^a 
w p t f b l i f i n g b 'uotw 
i l t x t o i t e d in nah oiU 

UnbeWvsb l f wi>'*) . 
t at unb«ltev*i><y k>-

• H >e-»*e' ^ ' ' ^ 

UWMry mile, Wa»"t]w pMtj «U th»l s 5 buUdUigs •o.d««p«r 

~ . J W f M M . « t * a y ' b . > 

r i f -

"MODCHN •iAVTY"4-Tk< MWIMII SM... i> DUM.].! 
P . i i P4, >Mc)i <lt»3.t<l byi ))« M . Fn.k Uoyd Wn jM. i . 
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WRIGHT'S TEMPLE 
TO BE DEDICATED 

4_— .'f.-ys',:-

Ctrsinopy %t«d N«xt Wijtk 
'for 'Mtf Sinai R«.or«&tlo]" 

In PJ îladBlphla Subur" 

By w i u j A A I 0. AVSAB-
fuxcî i to n» mw VM ni 

: PHILADSLPHIX, 8«pl. l l — 
BIX yurs Kga Fruik UiyA 
Wright kcoepled R«bbl MorU, 
lAtr J , dotatn't ohnhtngt to d»-
t l in an] .''*n Aiaerlcim aŷ a< 
P>KU«" n>r^« r*bbt'>«>ncr*|a' 
mn, B<Ui jSholom In FhlU^tl, 

• phia. : • ; 

Befonj the ureliltect I b n M . 
Rabb( cjohen patntid out t&at 
thtrajvnu ijio ynotdanttn 3m-
till »klut«olur«, bo«»ui« Jr 

,_ lwd l»ci»p(»d for Ihftr' . 
gogu^, Uw pr«vMUn( ,buUi 
iom\' oi communlUta 

" which UieyiUvwl. 

Sliven month; ltt<r, Nov. 
^1654, Mr. I Wright turned-, 
** l(r«t wi^tlij (or U>t ntfilf «yi|>»-

Rogxio ot Beth Sholom (Hebiww 
;" lor housis ot peaoe) »t OW Yirit 

Road wid Syworoft Avenue In 
suburban DDdna Park, j 

Tho (iroiind-brealtlng proved 
premature,' It took n nation-

'wide sciroh that lasted until 
MaV iWe.l before «f(tcl«ls[of 
Beth SUolom could find a con-
tnotor wilting to tackle 

: ^ Mr, Wright's do«lgn. * 
— ; s (teieinonle* Plumed 

OneSweeli frohi tomonow, i he 
'temple wlHIbe dedicated. Th'ee 
ancient l ceremonials will mirk 

, i *the service—Uie procession of 
the Holy SoioUs, Uie lighting 
of Uie Eternal Light, and " 

• sounding ot the ahofar, 
rSm's horn trumpet 

Mrs. Wright will be the pi 
"v clpal speaker at the dedlpallon 

of her late husband's re-crSitlon 
.of "Mount Slnal," the desert 
• peak that yaa transformed into 

mountain of light.at the Uine 
of God's commun\pn with the 

1 people itt Israel,! • A 
; . . The I structure's dominant 

mpuntain-^effect is created" In 
aluminum and glass. It.blends 
the forfiis of a 175-foot wide 
hexagon and a lOO-toot-hlgh 

> . - pyramid of glass. 
The idlflce oost slightly I un, 

der̂ 91,iOO,(T0O, Includmg land-
scapingi The pyramid ts sup­
ported by a tripod of three steel 
beams. The synagogue se^ts 
1,091 i a i , on the ground floor, 
there Is a Sisterhood tanotuary 
with'268 seats, aa well as 

. H loung^ and wedding rooms.! 
^ ' A , Religious Tribute" i 

In submltUng the design fto 
Habbi Cohen in February, 19M, 
Mr. Wright -wrote: I 

"Herewith the promlaed "Ho­
sannah' [Hebrew for-|songjof 
pralsel^-a temple that' Is truly 
a religious tribute to the living 
God. Judaism-needs one Amjer-
Ica. Here you have a coher^it 

I. atatera^nt.of worship.'" 
Rabbi Cohen replied 
"You[have taken the luprefne 

te .moment of Jewish history—be 
m, revelaUCh of pod to Isriel 
"> ,' through >Io>e4 at Mount-Blial 

,—and.jou tiaveUranaUted Uat 
JttOin»nl vrtSiUlUt algnlfle* h to 

it a^deslgii dr beauty and.rev sr-
, V enoe. In a word, your building 

t„ ls Mount SUial."-
* In Oklahoma City, 1,;:«0 

milei from Philadelphia, "Bjitii 
Sholom found > .generalI cjm-
tractbr4B»»l*^^pUl"»«l't wlh(ng 
to take'Sn^thilSb Xt the th&e. 
he had lalreadylhad experleice 
In ?'building: |Wrlght-deslgAed 
project* that many contractprs 
had termed. "ui^touchable." 

TWO mOfIS REACi 
iPACiwiTH MORRE, 

YORK TIMES, iLuNU/V 

DlFtLDABrr IN 1958 
t M « l W a « 

inn 
• HHafly Illl rpa** IM •^•.ii.hn 
ot ilrtftlln (I'-.ni ronj acJ-'Jcm* 

Kiir()|»e haJte'i in Ifff** (Mt 
Ui» 'Irnl llipe in fi*» yram 
Bcconllnf lo n lurv^y m»d# b) 
lhe Nntlod Nation* KiKwionik 
Comiiiliilon lor Eu'-upe, 
? PrellmiMsrv lUiinUfi I»U'H 
!lhRl 4.V3(M) dlffil lnMrS(fto Ui' 
I year in lhe iixtpffi cuufUri**, ii^tl 
COVcrtKl bv Iho finrMrv. s ()»-• VVo« 

IcrcnM of ft.'iP fpiin iw'-f ^^.v^ 
• Tiw • . u i r ' M . / ' i H ' - , ; • ( ' i'-n-l 
ilh«' ullAc I'll* rviir.'-r ••! \.-. . 

'*#n • f; 

It fOr> in ivot 

•!.r 

I NOW! 100% 
AIR-CONDITIONEO 

' A OOHKRENT STATh;MENT OF WORSmP" w»i Trink Uovd W r l i h f i phr»,r l->̂  
this synagogue la Klkhia Park, » auburb ot Philadelphia. The late ar' liUect (l«i(i<"<i i | 

I ' ' ' I I 

'NEW BLOOD* URGED 
in PARTY BY LEHMAN 

g l l io v i i ' i r - . 

rormer Senate? Herbert H. 
Lehman yesterday called for the 
Infusion of "new blood" In the 
DemocraOi] party by the defeat 
of party "bosses" tn Tuo«4ay'i 
primary elecUon. 

He addressed a erowd of SOO 
persons at S P. M. In a street 
tally at Broadway and Ninety 
fifth Street in Ute Fifth Assem 
bly Dlalrtot North. He spoke (or 
the district leader candidacies 
of Iprtng WoKson and Catherine 
Hemenway ever Dennis J. Mahon 
and Mrs. Barbana Fink, leader 
and, co-leader. 
- Mr. Lehman read his speech 
while seated In an open-top 

automobile p&rHed at the curblbly Dli l r l i l Tr">y wre or-lo^' 
on Broadway. He charged that to ceajie "mislemllis 
Tammany leadership of the ihrough public noih 
?arty had roduced district polti- «houli| "w u.nai votf u'r 
ical clubs to political "soup imô  the' Ln-m-v-mic |,r"-," r 
kitchens" whene "the penyiihe pr'niiuy buliou Tl>i« l«" 

piled, It. »•«• sni'l, mill '.111 (if 
line ut lli" Imll'ii U H ' i>.,»'irrv 

D I K i m i H t ! ' , i ' . 
nort-Di-n'.Q'.Mi'J-

Mayor after I M l "unless the candldKiiia. 

faithful are lupfjosed to slaml,̂ ^ 
In line snd wa' 
to be lerved." 
In line snd wallj for their tuip||^ 
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A SYNAGOGUE "We want to create the kind of building that peo­
ple, on entering it, will feel as if they were resting 
in the very hands of God." Thus Frank Lloyd 
Wright described his intention in the design of a 
synagogue for the Beth Sholom Congregation now 
under construction in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania, 
a suburb of Philadelphia. The entrance ve.stibule 
opens onto the lower temple which i.s dark and 
enclosed. On either side of the vestibule ramps lead 
to the upper temple which will be brilliantly i l ­
luminated by the light of the sky through its great 
roof. The floor of the upper temple which slopes 
inward gently (see plan) does suggest cupped 
hands and the congregation may indeed feel that 
they rest in the hands of God and worship. 

The structure is basically a pyramid on a hexa­
gon. The pyramid is formed by a steel tripod, 
each leg of which rests on a diamond shaped con­
crete bastion. Subordinate vertical structural mem­
bers rest on three great concrete beams in the 
form of chevrons. The roof will be enclosed by 
sandblasted corrugated wire glass on the outer sur­
face and white corrugated plastic on the inner sur­
face with a 5-in. air space between. A l l structural 
steel will be faced with natural finished aluminum 
in triangular patterns. 
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Interior Secretary Kempthorne Designates 12 
National Historic Landmarks in 10 States 

WASHINGTON — Interior Secretary Dirk Kempthorne 
today announced the designation of a dozen new 
National Historic Landmarks in recognition of their 
importance in interpreting the heritage and history of 
the United States. The landmarks are located in 
Massachusetts, Ohio, California, Oklahoma, 
Pennsylvania, Utah, South Carolina, Missouri, Illinois 
and Hawaii. 

The sites include buildings that mark the evolving 
architectural style of Frank Lloyd Wright; a 
quintessential country estate of the Gilded Age; the 
home of Roswell Field, the legal counsel for Dred 
-Scott in one of the most significant Supreme Court s^'" Synagogue in Elkins Park, Pa., designed by Frank 
cases in U.S. history; a residence reflecting Nathaniel ^'°y^ ^"dl^f- 's a new National Historic Landmark because of its 
Hawthorne's The House of the Seven Gables; and an significance in the history of American architecture. The glazed 
American Garden City model of an ideal planned glass pyramidal tower, built in the 1950s, reflects two dominant 
community. metaphors - the tent and the mountain - to convey the sense of a 

collective sacredness. 
"These new National Historic Landmarks reflect some 
of the most important historical and cultural developments in American history," Kempthorne said. "Each of 
them tells a story about us as a nation and a people. Together they exemplify our history, heritage, literature, 
and architecture. They are designated as National Historic Landmarks so that we may all enjoy and learn from 
them." 

The National Historic Landmark designation is the highest such recognition accorded by the nation to historic 
properties determined to be of exceptional value in representing or illustrating an important theme, event, or 
person in the history of the nation. These landmarks can be actual sites where significant historical events 
occun-ed, places where prominent Americans lived or worked as well as sites that represent the ideas that 
shaped the nation. Designation and national recognition encourages owners to protect and preserve their 
properties. 

The properties are recommended by the National Park System Advisory Board and designated by the Secretary 
of the Interior. Today, fewer than 2,500 historic places bear this national distinction. Additional information on 
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the National Historic Landmark program can be found on the NPS website at http://www.cr.nps.gov/nhl/ 

The new National Historic Landmarks announced today are: 

Aline Barnsdall Complex (Hollyhock House), Frank Lloyd Wright's first commission in Los Angeles, Calif, 
marks a major watershed in the progression of his architectural style. Designed in a style similar to a pre-
Columbian temple and built between 1919 and 1921, Hollyhock House represents a transition from Wright's 
Oak Park period toward what is known as the California houses, which were distinctive for domestic space 
planning that made nearly seamless connections between rooms and outdoor spaces. Wright scholar Neil 
Levine described Hollyhock House as "transitional and prophetic. Its subject matter is nature, and the relation 
between building and landscape is expressed in a symbolic language that announces the major themes of 
Wright's work." It not only stood out from Wright's previous efforts, but also stood the test of time against his 
later works, eventually being considered one of the most significant buildings of his career. 

Price Tower, Bartlesville, Oklahoma, embodies the powerful architectural idea of the cantilevered tower ~ 
where the cantilever principle replaces the conventional skeletal frame ~ to convey Frank Lloyd Wright's views 
about the decentralized city in his Broadacre City concept. Its symbolic importance is captured in the statement: 
"As a tree crowded in the forest has no chance to become a complete entity ~ standing free it may establish 
identity and preserve it." Built between 1953 and 1956 as headquarters for the H. C. Price oil pipeline company, 
the building's solitary location within Bartlesville's townscape provided for a high-profile silhouette and corporate 
identity. The 19-story tower has all floors and walls projecting from four vertical shafts of reinforced concrete, 
allowing for the division of the building into four quadrants. None of the exterior walls are structural, but are 
screens resting on the cantilevered floors. The tower acknowledges the relationship between American 
corporate identity and tail-building architecture. Its location in the prairie land of Oklahoma challenges the urban 
skyscraper myth; by creating a "vertical street," Wright freed land around the base so that the building could 
stand in its own park and cast its own shadow upon its own ground. 

Beth Sholom Synagogue, Elkins Park, Pa., a glazed glass pyramidal tower on a base of reinforced concrete 
and steel, reflects two dominant metaphors - the tent and the mountain. Built between 1954 and 1959, it is 
Frank Lloyd Wright's only synagogue and the product of a fruitful collaboration between Wright and the 
congregation's rabbi, Mortimer J. Cohen, who suggested the metaphors. Beth Sholom is a "coherent statement 
of worship" intended to inspire awe and convey the sense of a collective sacredness, purged of individuality. It 
provides an unparalleled architectural experience as it melds modernity and novelty with traditional meaning 
and iconography. It is nationally significant as one of Wright's most important commissions during his long and 
productive career. Located north of Philadelphia, it served the Jewish community as it moved out of the city and 
into the suburbs after World War II. 

Naumkeag, Stockbridge, Mass., is an outstanding example of a Gilded Age country estate, with original late-
19th century furnishings and a series of designed landscapes and formal gardens. Located in the southern 
Berkshire Hills, the estate was designed by the famous firm of McKim, Mead & White and constructed between 
1855 and 1886. The property is notable for its designed landscapes that evolved incrementally, with each 
successive designer incorporating elements of the past with new features to create compositions that spoke of 
their own time and place. Fletcher Steele is the best known of the landscape architects, whose landscapes 
were executed between 1929 and 1958 in collaboration with Mabel Choate. Steele was an important transitional 
figure between classical Beaux-Arts and modern 20th century practice. 

Field House, St. Louis, Missouri, is the home of Roswell Field, the attorney who formulated the legal 
strategy that placed slave Dred Scott's lawsuit for freedom before the Supreme Court. In Scott v. Sandford, one 
of the most controversial cases of the 19th century. Supreme Court Chief Justice Roger B. Taney declared that 
no slave could be a U.S. citizen and that the Missouri Compromise of 1820 (that abolished slavery in the 
territories) was unconstitutional. The 1857 decision widened the political gap between the North and the South 
and helped precipitate the Civil War, The most effective critic of the decision was Abraham Lincoln, a relatively 
unknown Illinois lawyer, whose attacks on the case thrust him into the national political scene. Anger over 
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Taney's decision energized the Republican party and led the nation's first antislavery political party to victory in 
1860. It took the Civil War and post-war constitutional amendments to overturn the Dred Scott decision. 

Village of Mariemont, Hamilton County, Ohio, is a premier model of an ideal planned community following 
Garden City principles inspired by Ebenezer Howard, leader of the Garden City movement in England and 
designer of Letchworth, a few miles north of London. Mariemont village, located ten miles east of downtown 
Cincinnati, was funded by Cincinnati philanthropist Mary Emery and designed by John Nolen and his associate 
Philip Foster, starting in 1920. It was a national model of an American Garden City design. Mariemont was not a 
Utopian community. Emery envisioned a balanced community that offered a variety of attractive rental units and 
single family homes for families of varying income levels, as well as streetcar transportation to downtown 
Cincinnati, parks, schools, tree-lined roads and avenues, and commercial enterprises arranged around a town 
center. It is nationally significant for its association with the history of planning in the United States and for 
architecture and landscape architecture. 

House of the Seven Gables Historic District, Salem, Mass., is nationally significant in the areas of historic 
preservation and architecture because it was a seminal Colonial Revival restoration in 1909 by a leading 
restoration architect of the times, Joseph Everett Chandler. Its assemblage of houses, some moved from other 
locations, represents historic preservation practices of the early 20th century. The main building, The House of 
the Seven Gables, was one of the earliest houses in the country to be restored to its seventeenth-century 
exterior appearance. It was remodeled to reflect aspects of Nathaniel Hawthorne's 1851 romance. The House 
of the Seven Gables. The property was restored and enlarged by Chandler in order to preserve a historic 
building in an appropriate setting in which to teach immigrants about American history and values. Its 
restoration was widely publicized and had a significant influence on later restorations in the nation. 

Washington Place, Honolulu, Hawaii, is nationally significant for its close association with the life of Queen 
Lili'oukalani, the last reigning monarch of the Hawaiian kingdom. It was her home from the time of her marriage 
in 1862 to John Owen Dominis, son of the original builder, to her death in 1917. Her constitutional monarchy 
was overthrown in an 1893 coup d'etat, and, in 1898, Hawaii was annexed to the United States. Two years 
later, it formally became a territory. Washington Place, built in 1844-1847, also is significant for its service as 
the executive mansion for the Territorial Governors from 1918 to 1959, and, after Hawaii became the 50th State 
of the Union, the State Governor's Mansion, from 1959 to 2002. Washington Place is significant for its 
association with the historical theme of America's 19th century expansionist history because it occupies a 
pivotal role in the 19th century history of the extension of U. S. territory into the Pacific and the rise of the nation 
as a Pacific power. 

Central Utah Relocation Center Site (Topaz), Millard County, Utah, was one of 10 relocation camps for the 
internment of Japanese Americans during World War II. Commonly known as Topaz, the site covered about 
730 acres, 140 miles southwest of Salt Lake City. Most of the residents of Topaz were from northern California, 
especially the San Francisco Bay area. More professional artists were confined at Topaz than at any other 
camp. The property retains many concrete foundations, the extensive system of roads and pathways, rock and 
concrete-lined gardens and ponds, and the bases of guard towers. Also surviving is a concrete monument with 
incised names of young evacuees. 

To date, five relocation camps have been designated as National Historic Landmarks: Manzanar Relocation 
Center in California, Rowher Relocation Camp Cemetery in Arkansas, Granada Relocation Center in Colorado, 
Tule Lake Relocation Center in California, and Heart Mountain Relocation Center in Wyoming. In addition, the 
Minidoka Relocation Center in Idaho became a unit of the National Park System in 2001. 

Fig Island, near Charleston, South Carolina, contains the most complex of the 53 known shell ring 
archaeological sites on the U.S. southeast coast built by various Archaic coastal cultural groups between 3,000 
and 5,000 years ago. The property consists of three major rings of shell and three lesser rings attached to the 
largest ring. The rings are circular walls of shell that define central plazas, which served as places for public 
interaction, such as feasting and ceremony. The shellfish consumed during feasting events provided most of the 
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building material for the ring walls. Archaic shell rings are unique in precontact history due to their distinctive 
architectural forms constructed from the purposeful mounding of shell. The property is among the best sites with 
preserved early large-scale monumental architecture in the United States during this period. It also is significant 
for its potential to yield nationally significant information about migration, colonization, and technological 
innovations and adaptations linked to the earliest sedentary settlements over a period of 2,000 years of 
precontact history. 

Spring Grove Cemetery, Cincinnati, Ohio, is nationally significant as the original site and model for the 
landscape-lawn concept that dominated American cemetery design from the mid-19th century into the 20th 
century. Located four miles north of Cincinnati's central business district, the 345-acre property is the creation of 
cemetery superintendent and landscape gardener Adolph Strauch. The cemetery was begun in 1858, when 
Strauch turned away from the rural cemetery tradition and proposed that nature be enhanced by deliberate 
landscape design. He also provided advice on landscaped cemeteries in other cities. His landscape-lawn plan 
became well-known through publication in Atlantic Monthly and Scribner's. Strauch's successor, William 
Salway, faithfully conserved the legacy, and Spring Grove continued as a model for cemeteries and other 
designed landscapes throughout America. 

The Hegeler-Carus Mansion, LaSalle, Illinois, is a rare surviving example of the residential work of noted 
Chicago architect, W.W. Boyington, who was among the most important early architects of Chicago. Boyington 
designed the 7-level, 57-room Second Empire residence for Edward Hegeler, who made a fortune in the zinc 
smelting business. The house was constructed between 1874 and 1876. Boyington arrived in Chicago in 1853 
and enjoyed a prolific career that spanned 20 years before and after the Great Chicago Fire of 1871. He 
designed many hotels, railroad stations, churches, and the first University of Chicago main building, now 
demolished. One of his best known commissions is the Chicago Water Tower, which survives and is one of the 
city's major tourist attractions. The mansion's ground floor, directly beneath the first floor, was a utilitarian floor 
that housed the working offices of Open Court Publishing Company, one of the nation's eariiest academic 
presses and one of the first U.S. publishers to produce English translations of Asian and European religious and 
philosophical texts. 

Beacon Hill Historic District, Boston, Mass, which was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1962, has 
received new documentation that expands its significance as a National Historic Landmark. The original 
designation included a boundary that focused on the south slope of the Hill. In 1972, the boundary was 
extended to include the north slope. The original nomination provided recognition for the district's Federal and 
Greek Revival architecture and its early urban design. This added documentation incorporates recent 
scholarship and extends its period of significance to include late 19th century and eariy 20th century 
architectural styles as seen in small apartment buildings. It also documents Beacon Hill's African American 
history and role in the abolition movement. 

Historic preservation is another significant theme associated with Beacon Hill. Beginning in the mid-19th 
century, Beacon Hill was protected through restrictions on the height of buildings, the development of the area 
as a center of the antiques trade, and the development of revolving funds and protective zoning. Beacon Hill 
was designated a local historic district in 1955, bringing all renovations and new construction under review by 
the Beacon Hill Architectural Commission. 
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