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504 3rd Street —NOT FOR PUBLICATION
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
2nd

STATE CODE
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CODE
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SITE

—OBJECT
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nOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME Mr. and Mrs. Fred Webster

STREETS! NUMBER 18754 S. Upper Midhill

CITY. TOWN West Linn vicinity of Oregon^^^^^068
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COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC Clackaioas Couiity Courthouse

STREETS! NUMBER

CITY. TOWN Oregon City Oregon^^^045
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TITLE
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DATE
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DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS state Historic Preservation Office
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Salem
STATE

Oregon 97310



DESCRIPTION
CONDITION

—EXCELLENT
^GOOD

—FAIR

—DETERIORATED

—RUINS
—UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE
—UNALTERED
Altered

CHECK ONE

—ORIGINAL SITE
•Amoved

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The James Milne House is one of the notable examples of Gothic 
Revival architecture in Oregon. The house vras probably built by its first 
occupant, as Milne vras a carpenter by trade. Today the house is in excel­
lent structural condition, but needs extensive repairs to the interior 
plaster. Clapboard siding has been replaced to match the original on 
the weather, or west side of the house, and all broken windows have been 
replaced in the original sashes. This house is being restored to its 
original likeness as nearly as possible for residential use on a rental 
basis.

The house was moved in 1922 from its original location at 6th and 
John Adams to its present site to make room for the new Congregational 
Church. Only three blocks from its former location, it sits in the 
same quiet neighborhood. It faces north and occupies about one tenth 
of an acre. The main landscape feature is a very large walnut tree 
located in the front parking strip.

The excellent structural condition of the house can be attributed to 
solid box construction on post and beam foundation. The one and a half 
story structure has a steeply-pitched gable roof with central gablet 
lighted by a casement window with pointed arch head and ogee molding to 
the spring line. At some point, a transom bar was later added to this 
lancet window. The central entry with transom is sheltered by a simple 
porch with bracketed deck and a railing of turned balusters. The latter, 
having been lost to deterioration, is being restored. The floor of the 
porch was later changed to concrete. End windows have pedimented archi­
traves. The projecting bay window on the east side of the facade was 
added in the 1880s. When the house was moved in 1922, the kitchen ell 
was jettisoned, and in its place was added a hip-roofed porch with square 
posts. A small single-story room was added to the rear of the house at 
this time also.

Interior spaces are organized around a central stairhall. Ori­
ginally, both floors had two rooms to the east and one large room to the 
west. The downstairs parlor has been divided into two bedrooms but it 
retains its original trimmed chimneypiece. The northeast room retains 
the original wainscot, chair rail and fireplace mantel. Throughout
the house is original windowtrim and picture molding.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The James Milne House is significant as a well preserved example of 
Gothic Revival architecture in one of the state's oldest communities.
James Milne was a carpenter, and his house represents the attainment of 
a skilled tradesman in mid-ninteenth century Oregon. The house is remark­
ably intact despite its relocation in 1922.

Little is known about James Milne except that he had arrived in 
Oregon by 1853, married, and had five children--all born in Oregon. He 
himself had been born in 1827 in New Brunswick and died in Lane County, 
Oregon in 1904.

Oral tradition has it that the house was built earlier, but deed 
records suggest that its construction did not occur much before 1869.
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NPS Form 10-900-i CW2) 0MB No. 1024-0018 
expires 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Inventory—Nomination Form
Continuation sheet Item number Page

MILNE, JAMES, HOUSE 
224 Center Street 
Oregon City 
Clackamas County 
Oregon

Control number: 79002044

Listing date: 3^-/9
:g, - a- 7^

The purpose of this continuation sheet is to verify that, owing to street renumbering, 
the correct and current address of the above-named property is: 224 Center Street.

Deputy State tot-M Treservation Officer

Date: September 5, 1986
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Milne, James, House 
Clackamas County 
OREGON

im resubmission
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CD owner objection
□ appeal
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___ RETURN____
___ REJECT_____

Federal Agency:

im request n appeal □ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

see conti
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Reviewer
Discipline j

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
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1. Name

2. Location

3. Ciassification

Category Ownership

Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? CD yes □ no

7. Description

Condition

D excellent 
rH good 
□ fair

1 1 deteriorated 
□ ruins
1 1 unexposed

Check one
□ unaltered
□ altered
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

C

□ summary paragraph
□ completeness
□ clarity
□ applicable criteria
□ justification of areas checked
□ relating significance to the resource
□ context
O relationship of integrity to significance
□ justification of exception
□ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is;

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

□ Maps
□ Photographs
□ Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date Phone:

GPO 918-4B0

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet













Dr. William J. Nbrtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Registration

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

^^7 November, 1978

't,: l£V

■ .VX?*-

A
1 am the owner of the following property which is soon to be nominated to the 
National Register of Historic Places.

Milne (James) House 
504 3rd Street
Oregon City (Clackamas County), Oregon 97045

In order for jny property to be eligible for special assessment under Oregon Tax 
Law in calendar year 1979, word of the final action taken on the nomination will 
have to be received on or before March 15, 1979.

Therefore, 1 request that the customary 30-day commenting period be waived. I 
will greatly appreciate whatever means can be taken to expedite the review of 
my nomination. Thanking you in advance, 1 am.

|V

''MO'-A
■rit’A

: ■ ■ r^:l

K\/.
'v. .

... -

Fred G. Webster
18754 South Upper Midhill Drive 
West Linn, Oregon 97068

' y.<'. . .:r.'.B. \



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE OREGON

Date Entered_____MAR 2

Ncune

Fllnn Block

Ashley, Hark A* H., Hovise

HLlne, James, Bouse

Honorable Bob Packwood

Honorable Hark 0. Hatfield 
Honorable A1 Ullman 
Honorable Lea AuCoin

f NR Byers/bjr 3/6/79

Also Notified

■ A

Location

Albany 
Linn County

Portland 
Multnomah County

Oregon City 
Clackamas County

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. David G. Talbot 
State Parks Superintendent 
525 Trade Street SE.
Salem, Oregon 97310

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
c
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