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The James Milne House is one of the notable examples of Gothic
Revival architecture in Oregon. The house was probably built by its first
occupant, as Milne was a carpenter by trade. Today the house is in excel-
lent structural condition, but needs extensive repairs to the interior
plaster. Clapboard siding has been replaced to match the original on
the weather, or west side of the house, and all broken windows have been
replaced in the original sashes. This house is being restored to its

original likeness as nearly as possible for residential use on a rental
basis.

The house was moved in 1922 from its original location at 6th and
John Adams to its present site to make room for the new Congregational
Church. Only three blocks from its former location, it sits in the
same quiet neighborhood. It faces north and occupies about one tenth
of an acre. The main landscape feature is a very large walnut tree
located in the front parking strip.

The excellent structural condition of the house can be attributed to
solid box construction on post and beam foundation. The one and a half
story structure has a steeply-pitched gable roof with central gablet
lighted by a casement window with pointed arch head and ogee molding to
the spring line. At some point, a transom bar was later added to this
lancet window. The central entry with transom is sheltered by a simple
porch with bracketed deck and a railing of turned balusters. The latter,
having been lost to deterioration, is being restored. The floor of the
porch was later changed to concrete. End windows have pedimented archi-
traves. The projecting bay window on the east side of the facade was
added in the 1880s. When the house was moved in 1922, the kitchen ell
was jettisoned, and in its place was added a hip-roofed porch with square
posts. A small single-story room was added to the rear of the house at
this time also.

Interior = spaces are organized around a central stairhall. Ori-
ginally, both floors had two rooms to the east and one large room to the
west. The downstairs parlor has been divided into two bedrooms but it
retains its original trimmed chimneypiece. The northeast room retains
the original wainscot, chair rail and fireplace mantel. Throughout
the house is original windowtrim and picture molding.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The James Milne House is significant as a well preserved example of
Gothic Revival architecture in one of the state's oldest communities.
James Milne was a carpenter, and his house represents the attainment of
a skilled tradesman in mid-ninteenth century Oregon. The house is remark-
ably intact despite its relocation in 1922.

Little is known about James Milne except that he had arrived in
Oregon by 1853, married, and had five children--all born in Oregon. He
himself had been born in 1827 in New Brunswick and died in Lane County,
Oregon in 1904.

Oral tradition has it that the house was built earlier, but deed
records suggest that its construction did not occur much before 1869.
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Continuation sheet ltem number 2

MILNE, JAMES, HOUSE Control number: 79002044
224 Center Street

Oregon City Listing date: 3=12=79
Clackamas County 2-2-79
Oregon

The purpose of this continuation sheet is to verify that, owing to street renumbering,
the correct and current address of the above-named property is: 224 Center Street.

Deputy State tort¢ Preservation Officer
Date: September 5, 1986
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Clackamas County
Historical Society
603 6th Street

:ﬁL/ﬁﬁﬁzglz/ Oregon City, OR 97045

Milne (James) House
504" Thixrd Streeck

Orsgon City, Clackamas
~ounty, Oregon

g JAN 9 ¢
Historic wview, ca. 1885
showing house on origi-

nal site at 6th and John
Adams Streets. Note

intact chimney caps,

W

picket fence, front
porch deck railing (to
be restored), and ell
which was lost in re-
lecation of 1922.
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Milne (James) House

504 Third Btreat

Oregon City, Clackamas
County, Oregon

Jan 301973

East and north eleva-
tions showing end porch
which replaced ell in
relocation of 1922

MAR 2 1979

Jeff Lohr photo, 1976
1206 Washington Street
Oregon City, OR 97045
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Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper

National Register of Historic Places

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service ik N
U.S. Department of the Interior £
Washington, D.C. 20240 /

Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Registration
Dear Dr. Murtagh:

I am the owner of the following property which is soon to be nominated to the
National Register of Historic Places.

Milne (James) House
504 3rd Street
Oregon City (Clackamas County), Oregon 97045

In order for my property to be eligible for special assessment under Oregon Tax
Law in calendar year 1979, word of the final action taken on the nomination will
have to be received on or before March 15, 1979.

Therefore, I request that the customary 30-day commenting period be waived. 1
will greatly appreciate whatever means can be taken to expedite the review of
my nomination. Thanking you in advance, I am,

Fred G. Webster
18754 South Upper Midhill Drive
West Linn, Oregon 97068
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For further information,

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. David G. Talbot

State Parks Superintendent

525 Trade Street SE. i

Salem, Oregon 97310

Please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
-4
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