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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The First Bank of Joseph is a fine example of High Victorian Italianate Commercial 
architecture. Although the style was common in Portland and the Willamette Valley, in 
the isolated town of Joseph in the northeast corner of the state, such a fine example 
of the style is quite unusual. Dimensions of the two-story building are 25 X 91 feet.

On the exterior, the vocabulary employs the basic components of High Victorian 
Italianate architecture as described in Marcus Whiffen. First floor windows are 
stilted, flat-headed arches; windows on the second floor are rectangular arches with 
architectural moldings. Other detailing on the exterior includes metal brackets on 
the upper cornice and metal moldings on the belt-course around the building. The 
entrance is a truncated opening at the corner of the south and west walls that is 
flanked with two cast-iron crocketed columns supporting a portico.

In the original configuration of the building, the first floor was occupied by 
the bank in the front,and a newspaper office occupied the back room. A covered ex­
terior stairway led to an upstairs room that was used as a meeting room.

The bank moved from the building in 1914, at which time the building was taken 
over by Dr. Verdo Gregory. He installed his office and waiting room in the banking 
headquarters and a kitchen in the former newspaper room. He converted the second 
floor into hospital wards and an operating room and replaced the exterior stairway 
with one inside.

In 1927, the City of Joseph acquired the building and it became a community 
center. The upstairs became a meeting room and performing arts theater. The first 
floor was used for various civic purposes. Among other functions, it served as the 
city hall and library until the city vacated the building in 1973. After standing 
unoccupied several years, the building was restored by the Wallowa Bicentennial Conrni- 
tee in 1976, and it is now operated as the Wallowa County Museum.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First Bank of Joseph is significant as an example of High Victorian Italianate 
architecture and as one of the earliest commercial structures in northeastern Oregon.

Wallowa County and the City of Joseph developed after the famous Nez Perce Indian 
War of 1877. Chief Joseph, for whom the town was named, lived with his tribe in the 
Wallowa Valley very near the town of Joseph. After the Indians were forced out of the 
area, white settlers inoved in rapidly. By 1879 a new road was built into the Wallowa 
Valley with a stage line and by 1887 Wallowa County was formed. In that same year the 
First Bank- of Joseph was organized with a capital stock of $25,000. By 1890 this amount 
was increased to $50,000.

The president of the bank was F.D. McCully, who had moved to the Wallowa Valley ^from Salem. ------  ' ........... ... - ........... ------------- --- w , w. «<««««# * • • I iwwi ■ 9 fii tw 1IVAV6 iMv V V* VI vw Vi 1C ff«u I I vrwu VU I I Cjf----- -------- McCully's connection with Salem and the Willamette Valley probably explains
the sophisticated use of High Victorian Italianate architecture in the bank building. 
McCully lived in Salem when the Ladd and Bush Bank was constructed in 1869, and the 
elaborate Victorian detailing on this building no doubt influenced him.

Architecturally, the First Bank of Joseph building is one of the finest examples 
of the High Victorian Italianate commercial style in eastern Oregon. Many of the 
popular architectural styles during the late 1800s appeared in eastern Oregon, but 
they were usually vernacular interpretations of these styles. The First Bank of 
Joseph is not only an attractive building, but it is unusual as a pure example of the 
High Victorian Italianate style.
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Estate historic preservation officer certification
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS; 
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Offj^fd.r the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion inyrfie N^ >nal Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
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ROBERT W. STRAUB

Department of Transportation 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OE
Parks and Recreation Branch 

525 TRADE STREET S.E., SALEM, OREGON 97310

September 19, 1977

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240
Attention; Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief of Registration 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

Dear Dr. Murtagh:
On the recommendation of the State Advisory Committee on 

Historic Preservation, I wish to nominate the following properties 
to the National Register of Historic Places.

1. Pioneer Hall
McMinnville, Yamhill County

2. First Bank of Joseph 
Joseph, Wallowa County

The current owners of the properties are aware of this action. 
The appropriate forms bearing my signature are enclosed.

ry truly yours.

javid G. Talbot
State Historic Preservation Officer

DGT:EWP:pb
Enclosures ^ ’i
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