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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Tuton's Drugstore is a two-story sandstone commercial building
measuring 25' x 70'. Although constructed in 1917, the structure's
exterior is typical of territorial architecture once common to 
central Oklahoma Territory. The lower floor is symmetrically 
designed, with two arched doorways on the southeast corner of the 
building and two larger arched windows on either side. This balance 
is repeated on the western half of the south side, with arched 
windows on either side of a door. A row of symmetrically arranged 
rectangular windows on the south side visually draw the two sections 
together. Two arched windows on the second floor of the east 
side likewise complement the elements on the first level.

. All of the. windows, still have the original, double-hung'
wooden -.sashesL- -The. heads and sills Of the arched . windows , and .the 
heads of the doors also are sandstone. The voussoirs of the arched 
windows and entrances are marked by extended keystones. All of the 
window units are in good condition. On the west end of the building 
is a wooden staircase leading to an apartment on the second floor. 
Below this landing is another door. The north side of the building 
is broken only by a row of rectangular windows. The sandstone is 
in good condition, having been cleaned in 1978.

The interior has been extensively altered. Wallboard 
has been placed over the plastered walls and a new ceiling has been 
added. The original furnishings of->the oM <drugstore have been 
removed, but they are stored at the owner's house.

i
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Tuton’s Drugstore is the only surviving commercial structure 
in the old downtown business district of Arcadia. Although leased 
to a grocer, the building is still owned by the descendants of 
the business' original owner, B. F. Tuton. When combined with 
the architectural.value of' the sandstone-structure, the commercial 
and familial'heritage of ^ Tut on' s: Drugstore, makes the building 
worthy of preservation.

The land surrounding what is now Arcadia was opened to settlers 
by the land run of 1889. Although situated in the fertile Deep 
Fork River Valley, the town of Arcadia before 1900 was merely a 
post office serving the farmers in the region. Not until the 
railroad was built to Arcadia in 1903 did the town develop a 
commercial district. One of the earliest businessmen was 
Benjamin Franklin Tuton, Tuton had made the land run of 1889, 
claiming and farming *160 acres) of got>d bottom land; When the 
railroad connected Arcadia with Oklahoma City, however, Tuton 
entered the drug business with George Blake. Operating from a small 
frame building east of Main Street, the Blake and Tuton Drugstore 
prospered. In 1909 they added a fountain and began selling soft 
drinks and ice cream. By 1917 wartime prosperity and rising 
cotton prices were generating new commercial activity for merchants 
such as Tuton, brightening the hopes of Arcadia's businessmen.

Prompted by this economic boom, the First State Bank of 
Arcadia purchased the lot at 1st Street and Main for construction 
of a new building. In the Spring of 1917 construction workers 
began cutting sandstone on the Ogle farm, which was one mile 
west and one-quarter mile south of Arcadia. Hauling the stone by 
horse and wagon, the workers erected the two-story building on the 
west side of Main Street. The resulting structure with arched 
doorways and windows was typical of architectural styles which 
had been popular in central Oklahoma since the early 1890s.

The bank occupied the building for less than two years, 
however, before selling to the prospering firm of Blake and Tuton 
for $3,400, By that time Tuton's two sons had returned from 
military service. Roy was a barber; the other son, Thomas,

(cont,)
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helped his father with the drugstore. In 1921 B. F. Tuton 
purchased Blake's half of the business, whereupon Thomas entered 
into partnership with his father. Thomas and his wife Ethel 
then moved into the apartment above the store.

In June of 1924 disaster struck Arcadia when a fire destroyed 
every commercial structure on the east side of town; the only 
permanent building in town surviving the holocaust was the Tuton 
and Son Drugstore. The disaster compounded problems besetting the 
small town, for the cotton industry had been declining since 1920 
and urbanization was just beginning to take its toll. Tuton's 
Drugstore continued, however, operated by Thomas, Ethel, and their 
only child, Eula, better known as Toodie. After Thomas' death in 
1934, Ethel kept the drugstore open until 1941, when the task 
became too great. The store sat empty until 1945 when it was leased 
to a grocer. Today, the store is still occupied by a leasee.
Despite the demise of Tuton's Drugstore, Ethel Tuton retained 
ownership of the sandstone building. In 1979, at the age of 
eighty, she still resides in the second floor apartment. Her 
daughter, who now lives in Edmond, has preserved the original 
fountain, furniture, cash register, and scales from the old drug 
store, awaiting the day when the drugstore might again serve 
the citizens of Arcadia.

Continuous family ownership and local commercial significance 
are not the only reasons to preserve the structure, for it is only 
one of three sandstone commercial structures surviving in Oklahoma 
County. The practise of cutting local sandstone for commercial 
buildings was once common in central Oklahoma, where formations 
of soft sandstone appear near the earth's surface; the advent of 
cheap factory-fired brick, the development of more efficient 
transportation, and the rising cost of local labor, however, 
destroyed the economic incentives for using locally cut sandstone. 
Thus, sandstone for the past sixty to seventy years has been used 
rarely. The presence of this rare building material, when combined 
with the simple but balanced design of the structure, makes Tuton's 
Drugstore building worthy of preservation.
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of the building. Then proceed 45' through the backyard to a point 
10' beyond the northwest corner of the building. Then proceed 
90' east through a vacant lot to the curb on Main Street, which is 
10' beyond the northeast corner of the building. Then proceed 
45' along the curb to the point of departure.
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United States Department of the Interior

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECaE. .TIC -.
WASHINGTON. D.C. 102AC.

REPLY REFER TO; 661

Dear Property Owner:

The property you own has been nominated for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places. The National Register is the government's 
official list of historic buildings and other cultural resources 
worthy of preservation. This nomination is pending in our office.

If your property is depreciable and is listed in the National Register, 
there are certain benefits and provisions of the Tax Reform Act of 
1976 that may apply to you. We are enclosing information about this 
law and a general description of the National Register program.

Soon we will be considering whether your property should be listed, 
using as our guidelines the "Criteria for Evaluation" shown in the 
enclosed material. If you wish to comment on whether your property 
should be listed, we would be pleased to hear from you. Send your 
conanents within 30 days of the date of this letter to me, Carol D. 
Shull, Acting Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation 
and Recreation Service, Department of the Interior, Pension Building, 
440 G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20243 (Attn: NOM). Please 
Include the name and address of the property as shown on the address 
label on this letter. If you have questions about the National 
Register program or the enclosed material, you should also address 
them to me.

In the enclosed material you will note references to standards for 
rehabilitating old buildings. These standards are a list of do's 
and dont's for people who are fixing up old buildings. If the owner 
of a building listed 'in the National Register, either individually or 
as part of a district, wishes to take advantage of the Tax Reform Act 
benefits, these standards must be followed. A copy of these standards 
is available from Technical Preservation Services, Heritage Conservation 
and Recreation Service, Department of the Interior, Pension Building,
440 G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20243. Questions about the 
standards should also be addressed to that same office.

Sincerely,

Carol D. Shull
Acting Keeper of the National Register

Eula "Toodie" Teuscher 
Route 2 Box 215 
Edmond, OK

RE: Tuton's Drugstore
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

state okt .aroma

Date Entered 3

Name Location

Stillwater Santa Fe Depot Stillwater
Payne County

Tuton's Drugstore Arcadia
Oklahoma County

Harbour-Longmlre Building Oklahoma City 
Oklahoma County

Pioneer Building Oklahoma City 
Oklahoma County

Engels' Dry Goods Store Luther
Oklahoma County

Also Notified
Honorable David L. Boren

Honorable Henry L. Bellmon 
Honorable Glenn English 
Honorable Mickey Edwards

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. H. Glenn Jordan 
Oklahoma Historical Scoiety 
Historical Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

i NR Byers/bjr 3/6/80

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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·The Ni,ghtArcadinBurned ... 

By Linda JoM• 
5*1fl I. loolttrltatt Wrtttt 

The small community of Arcadia 
wH once a thriv ing town- It had 
many businesses and was th e hub 
of t he ootton Industry In this area 
with three cotton gins located 
there. 

Tutons Drug Srore was a popular 
place to meet and vlstt with lril!nds 
and neighbors. 

Ben jamin Fr..,,klln Tuton bought 

'Toodie' Teuscher Doesn't Remember It; 
She Wasn't Born Until LaterThatNight 

a h<llf-inlerest In the Blake Drug 
Store in 1909 and th• building 
remains In the Tuton family today. 

Frank Tuton 's daughter-In-law. 
Ethel Rogers Tuton, sti ll lives In 
th e upstalr. apartment . The old 
fountain from the drug s1ore end 
the cash r egister used lor so man y 
years are treasured Hems In the 
home of his grand-da119hter , Eula 
Tuton Teuscher-

"Taodie," as she I& kno...,. to her 
friends, has ins1alled the founta in 

and other mement~ from the 
store In the den of her home. The 
small Pharmacy scaln, tobecco 
cutt...- end her mother's pharmacy 
llcen5e are all treasures from the 
ear ly days of the stor1!. 

Frank Tuton made the run In 1119 
end homesteeded a 160 acre l•rm 
$0uth of Arcadia. When he bought a 
halt Interest In the drug store. the 
name was changed lo Blake and 
Tuton Drug Store. 

Frank h•d earlier dro~ th• 

..... from Teuton. 
The buslnns was first housed In 

a tram• bulldlng on the east side of 
the main street In town. Blake and 
Tuton mowd the bulldlng and 
enlarged It and added more s1ock. 
A fountain •nd .-Ing we~ added 
sometime during during 190f. 

Busln- wes good and the drug 
store pros .. red 811d •no.,er mo ve 
was made Into th• !wo.story 
sendllOM building on the corner of 
First and Main- The building 

wa first used as the 
First state Bank of 
Arcmdla and now houses 
the Oeek Grocery today. 
The post office was In the 
r•r of thatore. 

Tommy Tuton and Ethel 
Rogers were married ln 
Guthrie March 21, 1921. 
Fr.,k Tuton and Tommv 
and hi• MW bride 11.....i In 
the upet•lrs floor of the 
drug l!Ore. "Pd that time 
the drug business was 
good," s.ld Ethel Tuton. 

uNr. Tuton. Tommy and 
I decided th.t wtth all the 
tredear• around Are11dla 
and the do- drug llore 
•t th•t tlmt with 1 
reglllend pharmacist In 
Edmond, I needed 1o t ry to 
get a .... In Ph••· 
macy," Ethel said. 

Siie enroll•d In the sdlool 
of ph•rmacy at th• 
UnM1r11ty of Oklahoma In 
~. " I would catch 
th•IT'ain. the Katy, about • 
a.m. 1o Oklahoma Oty. 
From Oklahoma City to 
No..,_ I would r Ide the 
ln1erurNn, m•t my 
cl1-. !Mn Cllktl the 
lnterurbln bade 1o Ed· 
mond." 

"II wa1 late In the 
evening by the time I 

TM Tuton er,. Store ... • IAHY • landmarlr In Arcadia .......... picture - ........ , ... Tll9 llQI- ( 
offb~lle_b&ckofthulDra. __ _ 

TM 9lda r-taln fnlm her .. Iller'• drvg stere - stands In Ille den 8f Teodle 
Teuldler. 

171 •],'l [•lhl •J :r•I•f.1 fJ!I 
C . ·: ~ £ W. '111 
s.ction 3 August 12, 1'76 

· i .ru ·~=-o~~=:~·;-o-eJ11nmmmm 

would get back home," 
Ethel recalls_ " Tommy 
would meet me In Edmond 
and we would drive back to 
A.rcadla," she said. 

"Tommy was anxious 
for met to become a 
r eg istered pharmacist so I 
kept that k Ind of schedule 
unlll Nov. 22, 1922, when I 
received my degree from 
Q_U.," Ethel said. 

Taodie, the couple's only 
child, was born June 5, 
1924, the morning after a 
memorable night for the 
town. On the evening of 
June 4 the town burned_ 

Every building on the 
east side of main street 
betweei First and Second 
S•med to be aglow with 
f lames. Many of these 
buildi ngs were never 
replaced. 

Firemen from Edmond 
were called to fight the 
blaze and one buildlng was 
dynamited to stop the 

advance of the flames. 
The drug business 

stayed good and the lam ily 
survived the great 
depression- " Success was 
nice to enjoy," said Ethel. 

Frank Tuton died in 1932 
and Tommy and Ethel 
were owners of the drug 
store until Tommy's un· 
timely death In 193'. He 
was only 39 years old when 
he died from appendicitis. 

The drug store still 
stands at the center of 
town as it has for many 
years. Ira Cleek has rented 
the downstairs and 
operates a gro~y store 
there_ People still come to 
this stor e bulbullding , 
buying and visiting each 
day_ 

Ray Rogers and Ray 
Cleek, Arcadia residents 
who served In France In 
WWl,stl ll come to the 
building to do business_ 
They began as customers 

many years ago of Frank 
Tuton. 

The soda fountain has 
been uved from the 
building but the ornate 
copper and marble co...ter 
was sold for scrap. 

"I'm pleased 1o tell yau 
my story," said Ethel­
" I' m proud of the feet that 
as a bride In 1921 I lived 
upstairs In the c*'ug store 
building. 

I've never moved. I still 
live upstairs In the year 
1976 and WIS n yean 
young last March." 

The drug s1ore end 80 
acres of the Tuton farm 
homesteaded In 1819 
remain today In the Tuton 
family. 

" My deu9hter Eula 
Tuton Teuscher end I are 
still the owners of the great 
old building standing In the 
shadows of the old ro..,d 
barn. another landmark o.f 
this area-" 
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Residents Still Recall The Night Arcadia Burned 
By Llnda.J­
Sua Slaff Wrl1er 

Ule In Ar<adl&, Okla., was gOO!l In 1924. 
Tbe little cotton town had a Uuivlng 
business district, Its own ~t oftice and It 
depot for the M .K.&T. railroad, at­
fecUonately known as the "Katy." 

Farmers and townspeople could do 
business at the local bank and then trade at 
one of several mercantile stores. Russell 
Sweat operated one of the general stores 
and also the adjoining undertaking parlor. 
. Frank Tuton and his son, Tommy, 
operated the Tuton and Son pharmacy. 
Tommy's wife, EtheJ, was the registered 
pharmacist. 

Long an Integrated community, blacks 
and whites were both members of the 
business community. Children of the town 

attended both elementary and high school 
and were proud of their basketball team. 

Fa.rmers from the surrounding farm 
made a practice ot brtnglng their mllk and 
cream to the Snyder Brothers store !or 
testing before •hipping It out each day on 
the Katy. It was the testing of that cn!am 
that cau•ed a gigantic !Ire from which the 
city has never recovered. 

II ..._. & balm1 aprtng day on June 4. 
11'24. when a !armer brought In his milk to 
be tested at Snyder'&. Being a general 
mercantne store, keroeene was also sold 
and the tank was being rilled that day. 

In the cream !eating process, an open 
name ls U&ed. Fumes from the kerosene 
being pumped Into the tank were Ignited by 
the cream te&tlng name and an exploolon 
resulted that set the store on fire. 

According to " Remember Mudla," 
publlahed b3' the Arcadl& Remlnlacence 
Aoaocl&Uon, the srut Ore wblcb r-.lled 

deatroyed every building 1111 the -- of 
the main 1treel between lit and 2nd. ¥any 
of theae bulldlnga were never replaced. 

Fire fighting wut& were called from 
Edmond and Oklahoma Qty but the tire 
had &uch a head al:&rt. Lt wu UM!-. After 
the names lmd burned moat of tbe da1 and 
began threat•nlng the rem&lnJng 
buslneases, dynamite wu med to Rip the 
spreading fire . 

Eibel Talon, who Uved with her huaband 
over their pharmacy acroea the llttt8t. 
began to desp&lr of IA vlng her home. Her 
husband and friel>CP carried a ll their 
belonging down Into the n"1ghborlng y&rd 

_., 

of Kate and Russell Swe&t. 
OnJ.y a bed and a few chairs were left In 

the Tuton's upetalrs llvlng quarten. Late 
In the day, Ethel began having l&bor pains 
and early the following morning, their 
daughter, Eul& Lorene wu born. 

According to a report publlahed the next 
day In the "Edmond Enterprl&e," lour 
sto..., buildings were completely destroyed. 
" three of which were !Uled with goods." 

"'The business portion of the town would 
.,..-bty have been wiped out. had not the 
building &dj&cent to the Snyder store been 
dynamited,'' aald the ne- story. 

'lbe DIM'<IUlllle sloree kept the !!&mes 
raglnl!'- Lola Baker. who lived north of 
town. could see the smoke from her house. 
"I remem!Mr the day well," she said. 

AJong with the stores that burned were a 
doctor's office and a barber shop. Through 
the efforts or the firefighters and the 
dynamite, the rest of the town was eavect 
and the fiamea were kept from crosstng the 
street. 

The pioneer spirit was still strong In the 
town setued In the run of 1889. "Snyder 
Brothers at once started another stock of 
goods to Arcadia and opened up another 
st.o~ this morning,'' said the newspaper 
account. 

Eula Tuton, now known to her many 
frtencil as "Toodle" Teuscher. says being 
born the morning following the great 
Arcadia tire has It& disadvantages . 
"Everyone remembers how old I am. " sh.e 
said with a laugh. 


