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k24 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
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XFAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Wheelock Academy is located in a wooded area of McCurtain county
approximately three miles eastof Millerton, Oklahoma and a distance of
1.5 miles north of U.S. Route 70 on a secondary road. The academy is
owned by the Choctaw Nation and is administered by the Bureau of Indian
Affairs. Since the school closed in 1955, the buildings have suffered
gross neglect. Though the grounds are very well kept, i.e., the grass was
neatly trimmed and there were no signs of abandonment, considerable deteriora-
tion of historic structures has occurred and vegetation has excessively over-
grown some of the buildings.

As indicated on the USGS 7.5' series map, for Garvin, Oklahoma, dated 1951,
four years before the close of Wheelock Academy, there were a number of
structures located on the premises. This condition has changed. There are
three residences on the east side of the access road but they appear to be
20th century structures and are not a part of the original campus. Nor do
they contribute to the national significance of the landmark. There are
presently six of the original institutional buildings still standing at
Wheelock Academy. These include:

" The 01d Seminary (photograph no. 1 and no. 2) constructed as the first
of the buildings built after the destruction of the campus by fire. It is a
two story structure with three wings. There is a tower which rises above the
south facade. Built of wood, the seminary seems in good structural condition
though the porch on the south side, added to the seminary during the 1940's,
is collapsing. Correspondingly, on the north side of the building is a
modern addition dating from this same period. This section, like the porch,
was constructed poorly and the roof has a severe leakage problem causing
damage to the interior.

The Dining Hall (photograph no. 3) sits just west of the 0ld Seminary
facing east. It is a one story frame structure on a raised brick foundation.
There are windows which completely encircle the building. There are double
doors which enter into a small foyer. This building appears in very sound
condition and the roof appears to be a relatively recent improvement.

" 'The 01d Barn (photograph no. 4) is in very bad repair. Located to the
northeast of the 0ld Seminary, the barn is a two story frame building. It
appears to have had a gable roof, though the uppermost section is completely
gone. On the exterior, boards are falling from the walls of the building and
the windows have been knocked out. The building is on the verge of being
completely lost to the ravages of the elements.

The Chapel (Church) (photograph no. 5) is a one story building fashioned
of rubble stone. The Church sits some distance from the main campus just
north, across the street, of the cemetery. The Church is very well kept and
appears to be the only building that is still in use at the academy.

(continued)
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Facilities Management
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The Domestic Science Building (photograph no, 3) is located to the
northeast (behind) the 0ld Seminary. The structure is a one and one half
story building with gabled roof. On the west gide of the building there
is an elongated dormer. The building is coggtructed of logs and has a
stone foundation. There is a stone chimney on the south side of the
building with stones laid in an irregular ‘ashlar fashion. On the west
side of the building is a porch with stome columns which match the
stone work of the chimney. These columns support the extended roofline.
The building appears sound though access is hampered by the growth of
trees and foliage.

The Arts and Crafts Building (photograph no. 7) sits also behind
the 01d Seminary. Close examination of the property was impossible as
it had been completely overgrown. It is known, however, that the building
was constructed of logs and stone and was of similar design as the Domestic
Science Building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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by the Five Tribes.

Wheelock Academy is the archetype for the tribal school system
tablished by the Five Civilized Tribes in Indian Territory. As the
first national academy founded under the Choctaw Nation's Act of 1842,
Wheelock set precedent for some 35 academies and seminaries Maintained

Even the Cherokee National Male and Female Seminaries,

though administered in a different manner, were modelled after Wheelock

in terms of educational purpose.

This purpose was to speed the Indians'

adaptation to the dominant white culture--a conscious policy decision of
the Five Tribes,based on the conviction that survival depended upon

emulation.
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schools and they were not imposed.
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Dartmouth, Harvard, Vass
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It must be emphasized that these academies were not mission

hools, nor Government schools. They were national schools, paid for and
ntrolled by the Councils of the Five Tribes. They satisfied Indian needs,

| and being liberally endowed, they attracted qualified teachers and acquired

gh academic excellence. Considered as prime vehicles of accultgration, they
are unique in American Indian history, for the Indians themselves sponsored the

Considered solely as educational institutions
theg..axe,..again,.unigue, for at a time when the typical mission or Government

dian school hoped, aEQQFSt’ to inculcate rudimentary literacy and simple

cational skill fQHﬁ?

demies of the Five Tribes carried out a sophisticated

ademic‘prograﬁbfﬁﬁeﬂﬂgb uced educated citizens and skilled leaders for societies
stiﬁgﬁished the presgnce of libraries, newspapers and constitutional self-

.

vernment®!iMedcheds “PPom leading Eastern colleges and universities--Princeton,

—--gave instruction in natural philosophy, algebra,

tropomy, history and Greek and Latin. The councils financed college educations

‘ ih the East for promisingtacademy graduates. The success of the Five Tribes in

aéhieving first class ci

to

Bureau of Indian Affairs in Muskogee, Oklahoma.

tizenship in Oklahoma can be traced to this commitment

education. The national academies, first of which was Wheelock were the
instruments of this success.

Wheelock Academy is still owned by the Chocktaw and is adminstered by the

Though the school is no longer

open, several residences are located nearby and the grainds are maintained by
cal Indians. The academy is located three miles east of Millerton, Oklahoma.

| lo

Wright

HISTORY

y

Wheelock began as a mission school, established in 1832 by Reverend Alfred

(continued)

A graduate of Williams College and Andover Theological Seminary,
was missionary to the Choctaws from 1853 until his death in 1889.

Wright
He named the
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school after Eleazar Wheelock, founder of Moor's Indian School, later to
become known as Dartmouth College. It was Wright who reduced the Choctaw
langauge to writing and published some 60 books in that tongue.

When the Choctaws passed the National Education Act of 1842,1which
provided for a system of national academies and seminaries, Wheelock was
chosen as the prototype institution. Wright was hired to run the school
and recruit the teachers. This contract system between tribe and missionary
was also adopted by the Chickasaws, Creeks, and Seminoles--the Cherokees,
however, administered their schools directly.

In 1832, shortly after the Choctaws of the Six Towns had traversed the
Trail of Tears from Mississippi to Indian Territory, their missionary and
friend, Alfred Wright, founded Wheelock Mission on its present site. Though
the strange land and decimating epidemics caused great hardship, the mission
and school soon prospered. By 1839 Wright was forced to expand the school
plant, building a large two story frame dormitory to accomodate the influx
of boarding students. Because the Wheelock school was already established,
it was selected to become the first Choctaw national academy in 1842. Within
a year of the academy's founding, Capt. William Armstrong, Superintendent of
the Choctaw Agency, could report that Wheelock was a model for Indian
education, its curriculum providing a judicious blend of cultural uplift and
practical skills. He lauded Reverend and Mrs. Wright for their excellent
management of the school.

Aware that they were participating in an historical advance of the frontier,
the Choctaws in 1845 decided to build a permanent church to memorialize the
bringing of civilization to the West. One year later they dedicated the stone
church that still stands 200 yards from the academy. They honored Reverend Wright
by engraving on a tablet embedded in the east wall his still legible motto:
"Jehovah Jireh'--The Lord Will Provide.

Wright died in 1853 and was buried in the church cemetery. Many noted
teachers followed him at Wheelock, including John Edwards, John Libby, and Miss
Mary J. Semple--for 40 years teacher and eounselor of Choctaws.

Civil War disrupted Indian Territory and Wheelock Academy suffered temporary
eclipse. Reinstituted after the war, it was all but destroyed by fire in 1869.
(continued)

1. This was thé first such law among the Five Tribes. It was the ouwtgrowth of
a concern for education among the Choctows that dated back to 1803. In 1820 the
Choctaw Council voted to use all Government annuities for schools.
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For some years instruction was carried on in the gutted church and the few
damaged buildings that remained.

With the help of the Southern Presbyterian Church, the Choctaws rebuilt
Wheelock Academy in the years 1880-84. The main structure of the new plant
was the Seminary. Ensuing years saw a number of changes in the formal
arrangements for administration of the Academy, changes involving both the
Presbyterian Home Mission Board and the U.S. Govermment. But until 1932,
Wheelock remained a tribal school, supported and ultimately controlled by
the Choctaws. With the centennial celebration that year, Wheelock became
a regular United States Indian School. After 123 years of service to the
Choctaw people, the Wheelock school merged with Jones Academy near
Hartshorne in 1955 and the school was closed.
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Beginning at the intersection of the Academy's access road and a
dirt road, proceed along the east side of the access road until it
comes to an end; thence northeast 350', more or less, to the 460"
contour line; thence follow said contour line indicated on the USGS
map around Wheelock Academy to a point of intersection with a dirt
secondary road located just below the academy; thence east along
the north side of said road to the point of origin.

The boundary encompasses the six extant buildings and the
foundations of once standing buildings.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Wheelock Academy McCurtain, OK 66000949

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

____Nomination Form
____Photographs
_Xx_USGS Map
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Memorandum | ,
To: Conmissiouer of Indian Affairs
From: Director ) )

Subject: Preservation of the 014 Seminary, Wheelgok Acsdeny, Gklahome

The National Park Service has completed a preliminary study of the
0ld Beminayy Buildings, on the caupus of the Wheelock Academy, in
MeCurtain County, near Millerton, Oklahoma, as part of the theme
tﬂﬂﬁﬂd”mw oanmmmorwnw
and + This nationwide study, authorised by the Historic
Sites Act of August 21, 1935 (49 Stat. 666), has as its purpose
the identification of those historic sites and structures which
possess national historical significance. Enclosed for your
information ave copies of the Historic 8Sites Act and ouwr brochure
relating to the program of the National Survey.

Sites Act as a Registered Natiomal Historic landmaxk. It is our
understanding that the Bureau of Indian Affairs novw exercises an

wvhich has approximately two years to run, by which it
administers the property through en agreement with its owner, the
Choctaw Tribe. Our purpose in writing to you at this time is to
wmttusnmotfm-nmmmmmuh
measures to preserve the property while it bas custody.

The National Bwrvey will present its final conclusions and recom~-
mendstions on the national significance of this structure to the
Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic 8ites, Buildings and
Monuments, which was created by the Historic Sites Act to advise
the Secretary of the Interior on questions of national historical
significance and other park matters.
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UL 8- 1968
Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Southwest Region

From: Assistant Director, Resource Studies

Subject: Preservation of the Old Seminary, Wheelock Acadeuy, Gklahoms
mammawm&mswmm
to the Comuissioner of Indian Affairs with regard to the sbove subject.
We shall keep you infommed of the views of the Commissioner and other
developments.

HOWARD R. STAGNER

Enclosure

ce:
{ Branch of History

'mmmg:tn 7/6/65
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

Engineering Adviser

UNITED STATES Administration

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIORy
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS ¢ ,
1951 CONSTITUTION AVE., N. W. B &{7
WASHINGTON,VD. C. 20242 %

Aue -

Memorandum
To: Director, National Park Service
Fron’(gctln@ormnissioner of Indian Affairs

Subject: Preservation of the 0ld Seminary Building, Wheelock Academy,
' Oklahoma

Your memorandum of July 6, 1965, advised us of the possibility that the
01ld Seminary Building at Wheelock Academy possesses national historical
significance, and suggested that we take all feasible measures to
prevent further deterioration of the old building,

Under the Choctaw Termination Act, this property belongs to the Choctaw
Tribe, The Bureau has kept a caretaker on the premises to prevent
vandalism, but we do not exercise an option on the property, as stated
in the second paragraph of your memorandum, The agreement to keep a
caretaker on the premises has approximately two years to run, This was
probably the reason for the misunderstanding concerning an option,

Our Muskogee Area Office reported to us that the Seminary Building is in
, extremely poor condition, and is deteriorating rapidly, A large section
of the roof has collapsed, and the porch has rotted and fallen away
from the main structure, Temporary repairs are now being made to the
roof to prevent further damage to the interior, However, the porch

must be completely rebuilt, and it is not considered feasible for the
Bureau to expend a large amount of money for this work since we have a
limited amount of funds available for repair work,

We hope the Advisory Board will take favorable action, and if there is
additional information desired, we will be pleased to hear from you,

AT

Jirtiag Commissioner



DEC 1 6 1969

Wheelock Academy, Oklahoma

Dear Senstor Monroney:

It 1is & plessure to inform you that the historic sites described
in the enclosures have been found to possess exceptiomsl wvalue
in conmemormting or illustreting the histoxry of the United

States.
These sites have bdeen evalusted by the Advisory Board on Natiomsl
Pazks, Historic Sites, Buildings, end Momuments studies

Sincerely yours,
(sgd) Stewart L, Udal
United States Semate
m;.c.
Enclosures

ccs
Regional Director, SW

ZMr. Littleton
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DEG 16 1969

Wheelock Academy, Oklahoma

prepared by the Natiomal of Historic Sites and Puildings,
pursuant to the Nistoric Sites Act of August 21, 1935. I have
approved the recommendation of the Board.

and preservation of this property.
Sincerely yours,
{sgd) Stewart L, Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Hon. Carl Albert
House of Representstives
Washington, D. C.
Enclosures

cc:
Regional Director, SW
‘Mx. Littleton
et T
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SIXTY-FIVE ADDITIONAL SITES THROUGHOUT THE NATION DECLARED ELIGIBLE FOR
REGISTERED NATIONAL LANDMARK STATUS ’

Sixty-five nationally significant sites and structures and historic districts,
including museums, libraries, scientific laboratories, colleges, and the homes of
eminent educators, artists, and sculptors, have just been declared eligible for
designation as Registered National Historic Landmarks by Secretary of the Interior
Stewart L. Udall,

These sites and structures--selected for Landmark status by the Secretary on
the basis of recommendations made by the Advisory Board on National Parks,
Historic Sites, Buildings and Monuments--bring to 673 the number declared eligible
since initiation of the Registry by the Depariment of the Interior's National Park
Service in 1960, The Service does not administer these Landmarks, but recognizes
them by presenting.their owners with a certificate and bronze plaque,

Among the sites of educational significance in the group just declared
eligible by Secretary Udall are Chapel Hall at Gallaudet College in the Nation's
Capital, the first-and only institution founded specifically for the higher
education of the deaf; the log cabin in Oklahoma built by Sequoyah, the Cherokee
scholar, who compiled an alphabet for his people; the Nation's first law school
and the home of its founder, Tapping Reeve, in Litchfield, Connecticut; the birth-
place in Hartford, Connecticut, of Henry Barnard, pioneer educator whose distin-
guished career stimulated the growth of the Nation's public school system and who
served as the first United States Commissioner of Education; and the home in
Oxford, Ohio, of William Holmes McGuffey, where he wrote the first four of his

famous Eclectic Readers.

Studios and homes of nearly a score of well-known American sculptors and
'artists are in the newly declared Landmarks group, among them those of Lorado
Taft in Chicego, Illinois; Daniel Chester French in Berkshire County, Massachusetts;
Thomas Moran, in East Hampton, Long Island, New York; Thomas Eakins, in Philadelphia,
Pemmsylvania; and Gilbert Stuart, in Saunderstown, Rhode Island,



Sites of scientific significance declared eligible for Landmark status
include the small laboratory at the University of California where scientists
for the first time identified the man-made element plutonium; the Trinity Site
at the White Sands Missile Range in New Mexico where the world's first nuclear
device was exploded; the Cyclotron at Columbia University in New York City where
the uranium atom was split for the first time in the Western Hemisphere; and the
Lowell Observatory, near Flagstaff, Arizona, noted primarily for the discovery
of the first observable evidence of the expanding universe, as well as the
discovery of Pluto,

Also declared eligible is the Vieux Carre Historic District--the old French
Quarter of New Orleans, '"The scores of historic buildings bounded by the
Mississippi River, Esplanade Avenue, and Rampart and Canal Streets," Secretary
Udall said, "represent a unique blending of architectural styles portraying the
colorful way of life that evolved here in the 18th and 19th centuries. Today
the Vieux Carre is a living part of the historical heritage of the Nation as
well as of the city of New Orleans,"

Brief descriptions of the newly designated Landmarks, arranged by State,
are attached,
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The sites selected for Landmark eligibility are briefly described
below., Thirty of them were chosen from the study of '"Education," and
15 from the study of '"Painting and Sculpture.," The remaining 16
sites were selected from special studies and investigations:

1. J. L. M, Curry Home, near Talladega, Talladega County, Alabama,
As general agent for the George Peabody Education Fund (1881-1903),

and the John F. Slater Fund for the education of Negroes (1890-1903),
Jabez Lamar Monroe Curry was a key figure in the development of
public education in the Southern states during the latter part of the
19th century. Curry's home, purchased in 1847, is located about

3 miles northeast of Talladega. It is privately owned.

2. Anvil Creek Gold Discovery Site, near Nome, Alaska The firs
large go placer strike in Alaska was made at the Anvil Creek site
on September 20, 1898, This discovery resulted in Alaska's greatest
gold rush, both in terms of yield and of increase in the territory's
population, The site, which is located on Anvil Creek about 4% miles
north of Nome, has long been abandoned and has regained much of the

appearance it had in 1898.

3, Desert Laboratory, near Tucson, Pima County, Arizona, The Desert
Laboratory of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, opened in 1903,
is recognized as having established the foundations for the scientific
study of the ecology of arid regions, Until its operations were
terminated in the late 1930's, the Laboratory was the center for the
study of North American desert ecology, Now owned by the University

of Arizona, the Laboratory's buildings are used in the University's

geochronology program, Located on Tumamoc Hill just west of Tucson,
the 800-acre grounds of the Laboratory are fenced to protect the many
type-specimens of plants first identified there,

4, Lowell Observatory, near Flagstaff, Coconino County, Arizona,

This observatory, founded in 1894 by Dr. Percival Lowell, is noted for
intensive studies of Mars, the discovery of Pluto, researches in
zodiacal light and sunspot phenomena, and the development of dendro-
chronology, which grew out of the sunspot studies. It is, however,
best known for Dr. V. M, Slipher's discovery in 1912 of the first
observational evidence of the expanding universe. Located on Mars
Hill one mile west of Flagstaff, Lowell Observatory continues to
pursue a broad program of astronomical research.

5, C., Hart Merriam Base Camp Site, Coconino County, Arizona. In
1889, operating from this camp, Dr, Merriam made the investigations
that led to his formulation of the Life Zone concept, a concept
basic to the development of the science of ecology. The site, known
as Little Spring, is a privately owned enclave within Coconino

National Forest., It is located 20 miles northwest of Flagstaff.



6. Room 307, Gilman Hall, University of California, Berkeley,
Alameda County, California, In this small laboratory on the night
of February 23-24, 1941, J. W, Kennedy, Glenn T, Seaborg, and

A, C, Wahl identified for the first time the man-made element
plutonium, Other transuranium elements were recognized at about the
same time; but plutonium, element 94 in the period table, was the
most important, as it is used both in nuclear reactors and as an
atomic explosive, Room 307, Gilman Hall is still used as a
research laboratory, '

7. Henry Barnard House, 118 Main Street, Hartford, Hartford County,
Connecticut., Barnard, a pioneer educator whose distinguished career
stimulated the growth of the public school system, was born in this
house in 1811 and died there 89 years later. He served the State of
Connecticut as first secretary of the State Education Commission and
superintendent of public schools and became first U, S, Commissioner
for Education in 1867, The house is owned by the Daughters of the
Holy Ghost of Hartford, Inc,

8, Connecticut Hall, Yale University, New Haven, New Haven County,
Connecticut, Yale University, the third oldest institution of higher
learning in the United States, was founded in 1701, Connecticut Hall,
erected in 1750-52, is the University's oldest extant building,
Although the building was much changed through the years, the exterior
was restored in 1953-54 to its original appearance.

9, Tapping Reeve House and Law School, South Street, Litchfield,
Litchfield County, Connecticut, The first law school in the

United States (1784-1833) sits beside the home of the school's
founder, Tapping Reeve., As many of the approximately 1,000 men who
attended the school became prominent lawyers, judges, and politicians,
the school significantly influenced the development of American law,
Both the house and school building are open to the public.

10, 'Frederick Remington House, Ridgefield, Fairfield County,
Connecticut, Through his drawings, paintings, and sculpture, Frederick

Remington (1861-1909) documented the people, the animals, and the land
of the post-Civil War West. A great artist, his works were quite
realistic and filled with action., His home, which. he designed and
construction of which he supervised, has changed little since his
death, Privately owned, it is not open to the public.

11, John Rogers Studio, 10 Cherry Street, New Canaan, Fairfield
County, Connecticut, Rogers (1829-1904) was one of America's most
popular sculptors, the public purchasing over 100,000 copies of his
some 87 works, ' Although he violated many esthetic principles, his
figures were both spontaneous and realistic and accurately reflected

the life of his era, His studio contains copies of a number of his
works., It is open to the public.




12, John Trumbull Birthplace (Governor Jonathan Trumbull Home),
Egbancn, New London County, Connecticut, Portraitist and painter of
historical subjects, John Trumbull (1756-1843) is best known for

his paintings of leaders and dramatic scenes of the Revolutionary War,
His birthplace is open to the public as a historic house museunm,

13, Chapel Hall, Gallaudet College Florida Avenue at 7th Street, N, W,
Washington, D, C., Founded in 1864 as the National Deaf Mute College,
Gallaudet College has been from the first the only institution for higher
education of the deaf, Renamed for Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet, it now
offers educational services ranging fraom pre-school classes to training
for teachers. of the deaf. Chapel Hall, completed in 1870 as the '"Main

Central Building," contains an auditorium and classrooms,

14,  Library of Congress, Washington, D, C, The Library of Congress,
established in 1800, now contains over 43,000,000 items and ranks

as one of the largest and finest libraries in the world, Although
founded primarily to serve the Congress, its field of service gradually
expanded to serve all governmental establishments, serious scholars,
other libraries, and the general public. The Library was housed in

the Capitol until 1897, when the main building of the present complex
was completed, The main building is located on First Street, S. E.,
between Bast Capitol Street and Independence Avenue. It is open to
the public,. ' ) <y . _

15, Zalmon Richards House, 1301 Corcoran Street, N, W,, Washington,
District of Columbia, Beginning teaching at 17, Zalmon Richards
(1811-1899) devoted most of the remainder of his life to education,

' His most notable contribution to the field was his leadership in the
founding of the National Teachers' Association (today's National
Bducation Association) in 1857, and his service as its first president.
He is also recognized as having been largely responsible for the
passage in 1867 of the bill establishing a Yederal Office of Education
to study educational problems throughout the Nation, Richards
purchased the house in 1882 and lived there for the remainder of his
life, supporting himself by teaching private classes in ome of its
rooms, The house is privately owned. '

16, v!!ggzimentnl Breeder Reactor No, 1, National Reactor Testing

Station, Arco, Butte County, Idaho, A history-making facility, the
Bxperimental Breeder Reactor No, I demonstrated that non-fissionable
uranium could be transmuted into fissionable uranium in a process

- producing more fissionable material than it consumes, It also produced
the first usable amounts of electricity created by nuclear means, and
achieved a self-sustaining chain reaction using plutonium instead of
uranium as the fuel, The Reactor, construction of which was begun in
1949, was decommissioned in 1964,



17, Lorado Taft Midway Studio, 6016 South Ingleside Avenue, Chica o,
Cook County, Illinois, A noted American sculptor, Taft (1860-1936)
is equally renowned as a teacher and author, His books included

The History of American Sculpture (1903) and Modern Techniques in
Sculpture (1921), The studio complex, consisting of two large
b&IlEIngs, is still used by art students, It is little changed

from its appearance in Taft's time,

18, First Site of American Printing House for the Blind, 1867
] K ucky Bstablished

rankfort Avenue, Louisville, Jefferson Count o

n 1858, the printing house is the oldest national agency for the
blind, either public or private, in the United States., It has received
annual ‘appropriations from Congress since 1879, The Greek Revival
Costigan Building housed the printing establishment until 1883, when

it novcd,td.lgrger quarters nearby. The five-story Costigan Building
is ‘a‘part of the Kentucky School for the Blind,

19, Jacobs Hall,Kentucky School for the Deaf, South Third Street,
ville, le Co Kentucky, The Kentucky School for the Deaf,

- established in 1823, was the irst publicly supported institution for

the deaf in the United States. The school has occupied its present

site since 1826, Jacobs Hall, the oldest building extant, was erected

in 1857 and served as the main building for 25 years, It is now a

girl's dormitory, ' Ny ‘

20, Morrison Building, Iransylvania College, West Third Street,
Lexington, Fayette County, Kentucky, One of the first institutions
of higher learning west of the Appalachians, Transylvania at the -
height of its influence rivalled Harvard and Yale, Henry Clay
taught law there, 1805-07, Under Horace Holley's presidency,
1818-27, Transylvania achieved its greatest eminence, with nationally
known law and medical schools and the second largest student body

in the country. The building known as "Morrison College," a graceful
f:onk Revival structure designed by Gideon Shryock in 1829 is still

n use, ' ‘

21, Vieux Carre (Historic District). N Orleans, Orleans Parish,

Louisiana, Also called the "French Quarter,” this 85-block area was

the nucleus of French New Orleans., It contains scores of historic

~ sites and buildings, variously owned by public and private agencies
and individuals, Some of them already have been classified separately
as Registered National Historic Landmarks,

22, Winslow Homer Home, Prouts Neck, Scarborough, Cum rland County,
~Maine, Homer (1836-1910), who was noted for his powerful paintings
of the sea, lived in this house beside. the stormy Atlantic from 1884
until his death, Despite a lack of central heating in the house,
‘Homer's fascination with the sea led him to spend several winters

thoro§' The house, little changed from Homer's time,is pPrivately owned,



23, Daniel Coit Gilman Summer Home, '"Over Edge,' Northeast Harbor,
Hancock County, Maine, First president of Johns Hopkins University,
Gilman, by emphasizing post-graduate study at the new institution,
made graduate education a recognized university responsibility in
America, He later served for three years as president of the Carnegie
Institution., Gilman built his summer home on a high bluff overlooking
Northeast Harbor and spent his summers there for the last 22 years

of his life, 1886-1908,

24. The Municipal Museum of the City of Baltimore, 225 North Holliday
Street, Baltimore, Maryland, The Municipal Museum of the City of
Baltimore occupies the first building erected as a museum in the
United States. Rembrandt Peale, the painter-son of the noted artist,
Charles Willson Peale, erected the three-story brick building in 1814
to house science and art exhibits, After the Peale family ownership
was terminated in 1829, the building had a wvariety of uses until the
Municipal Museum was installed there in 1931,

25, Boston Athenaeunm, 103 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts,

Established in 1807, the Boston Athenaeum is the largest and most
influential of the Nation's early proprietary libraries still in
existence, The library has occupied its present building, a Palladian
structure of brown freestone, since 1849, It contains nearly 425,000
volumes,

26, Daniel Chester French Home and Studio, "Chesterwood," Berkshire -
County, Massachusetts. French (1850-1931), the sculptor best known for
the Minute Man statue at Concord, Massachusetts, and the gigantic
seated Lincoln in the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, built this house
in 1900-01 and lived here until his death, The house is maintained as
an historic house museum by the Daniel Chester French Foundation.

27. Chester Harding House, 16 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts.
Harding (1792-1866), though self-taught, was one of America's most
popular portrait painters in the four decades before his death, The
house, a four-story brick structure, built in 1808, was his home
from 1827 to 1829, It is now the headquarters of the Boston Bar
Association and is not open to the public.

28, The Massachusetts Historical Society, 1154 Boylston Street,
Boston, Massachusetts, The Massachusetts Historical Society, founded
through the efforts of the Reverend Jeremy Belknap in 1791, is the
oldest historical society in the United States. Its present building,
occupied since 1899, contains a notable collection of historical
manuscripts,




29, Peabody Museum of Salem, 161 Bssex Street, Salem, Bssex County,
Massachusetts, Bstablished as the Peabody Academy of Science in 1868,
the museum acquired the notable maritime collection of the Salem East
Indian Marine Society, founded in 1799, and the Marine Hall, built in
1828, Supported by the philanthropist George Peabody, the new academy
carried on the educational activities of its predecessor, concentrating
on New England maritime history, Pacific ethnology, and the natural
history of surrounding Bssex County., The hall, altered in 1867-69,

was restored to its original design in 1943, '

30. Norton Mound Group, near Grand Rapids, Kent County, Michigan,
Located on the east side of the Grand River, two miles south of Grand
Rapids, this is the outstanding Hopewell mound group in the western
Great Lakes region, The site is now being developed as a city park,

31, George Cileb Bingham Home, Arrow Rock, Saline County, Missouri,
Bingham (1811-1879), the noted genre painter of Western political and
river scenes, built this two-room brick cottage in 1837 and owned

it for eight years, While here he began sketching for many of the
paintings which made him famous., The house is a part of Arrow Rock
State Park. : o .

32, Charles M, Russell Home and Studio, '1217-19 Fourth Avenue, North,
Great Falls, Cascade County, Montana, When he built this house in 1900,
Russell already was a recognized artist of the western scene,. He

built the log studio three years later and continued to live and

paint here until his death in 1926, The house and studio are owned

by the City., The Studio is open to the public,

33,, Blumenschein House, Taos, Taos County, New Mexico, Ernest L.
Blumenschein was a co-founder, in 1898, of the Taos Art Colony, which
became the most important art center west of the Mississippi River,

The house, an ll-room adobe dating from the Spanish period, is owned by
the Kit Carson Memorial Foundation and is used as an apartment building,

34, Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory, Los Alamos, Los Alamos County,
New Mexico, The laboratory was established on January 1, 1943, for the
purpose of developing the nuclear fission bomb, After that task was
successfully accomplished, scientists at Los Alamos undertook the
creation of a "super" weapon deriving energy from the thermonuclear
fusion of hydrogen, Besides its military contribution, the laboratory
also has carried out work on peaceful application of atomic energy.

The first enriched-uranium reactor was built there in 1944, and the
first plutonium-fueled reactor in 1946, '



35. Seton Village, Santa Fe County, New Mexico, Ernest Thompson
Seton (1860-1946), artist, author, and world-renowned scientist,
built a 45-room 'castle" and founded an artistic community here in
1930, The "castle" is overflowing with his collections of paintings,
books, mammal and bird specimens, and Indian artifacts., The "castle"
and other buildings are owned by Seton's widow and are open to
visitors each summer,

36, Trinity Site, White Sands Missile Range, Socorro County,
New Mexico. The world's first nuclear device was exploded here on

July 16, 1945. Several physical evidences remain, including the
bomb crater, several instrument bunkers, and parts of the concrete
piers which supported the bomb tower. The site is closed to visitors.,

37, Lewis Miller Cottage, Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua,

Chautauqua Countx, New York, Inaugurated as a Methodist Sunday
School Teachers' Assembly in 1874, the Chautauqua Institution
rapidly became a secular, year-round activity, Its amazing success
by 1900 had inspired some 200 imitators, mostly traveling tent
shows, Lewis Miller, a wealthy Akron (Ohio) businessman who was

a co-founder of Chautauqua, erected his prefabricated cottage here
in 1875, Remodelled in 1922, the cottage is still owned by Miller's
descendants, ' : ’

28, Thomas Moran House, Main Street, East Hampton, Suffolk County,
Long Island, New York., Moran (1837-1926) was the first painter to
bring Americans to a consciousness of the natural splendors of the
West, His notable paintings included "The Grand Canyon of the
Yellowstone'" and "The Chasm of the Colorado," Moran built the
house in 1884 and maintained his studio there, It is not open to
the public., ' ;

39, Morrill Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca, Tompkins County,
New York, The opening of Cornell University in 1868 marked a

revolution in American higher education, The "Cornell Idea," aimed
at preparing students for useful careers in the complex post-Civil
War society, offered training on the basis of equality among the
various subjects and the undergraduate's right to elect a certain
proportion of his courses, Morrill Hall, the original University
building completed in 1868, remains essentially unaltered.

40, William Sydney Mount House, Gould Road, Stony Brook, Suffolk
County, Long Island, New York, Mount (1807-1868) was the first
American painter of the social scene, and his realistic paintings

of rural life brought him an enduring reputation, He lived in Stony
Brook from 1836 until his death and there produced most of his
outstanding works, The house is privately owned,




41, The New York Public Library, Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street,

New York, New York, The New York Public Library, with 7 million
volumes and vast manuscript and rare book collections, is an almost
unrivalled center of research and study in this country. The
library's reference department was formed in 1895 by consolidation of
the Astor, Lennox, and Tilden trusts, and six years later it combined
with 10 independent circulation libraries to form the circulation
department., The huge $9 million library building was constructed
between 1899 and 1911, o, ,

42, Cyclotron, Pupin Physics Laboratorﬂ%éColumbia University,

New York, New York, The uranium atom was split for the first time

in the Western Hemisphere here on January 25, 1939 - ten days after
the world's first atom-splitting in Copenhagen, Denmark. The
cyclotron is still used for experiments.

43, 0ld Bast, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, Orange
County, North Carolina, North Carplina was the first State university
to open its doors to students, in 1795, 0Old East, completed in 1793,
was the first building constructed, Enlarged and remodeled in 1824
and 1848, 01d East is used today as a men's dormitory.

44. Manassah.Cutler ﬁall, Ohio Uﬁiveisitz,‘Athensl Athens County,

Ohio, Main administration building for Ohio University, Manassah
Cutler Hall, completed in 1819, is the oldest college building in
the Old Northwest Territory., William Holmes McGuffey occupied an
office there while president of the school, 1839-43, The building
was modernized several years ago but retains its original exterior
appearance, S

45, william Holmes McGuffey House, 401 Bast Spring Street, Oxford,
Butler County, Ohio, While living here between 1833 and 1836,

McGuffey wrote the first four of his famous Eclectic Readers, of
which an estimated 122 million copies were sold through the years.
The house, a two-story brick structure, has undergone some alteration
since McGuffey's residence, It is maintained as a McGuffey museum

by Miami University, which owns the building,

46, Oberlin College, Tappan Square, Oberlin, Lorain County, Ohio,
Collegiate coeducation was inaugurated at Oberlin in 1837, The first
three female students were graduated in 1841, and the precedent thus
set soon spread through the United States. None of the early college
buildings has survived,

47. Benjamin F, Wade Home, 22 West Jefferson Street, Jefferson,
Ashtabula County, Ohio, Wade (1800-78) a Radical United States
Senator who fought President Lincoln and tried to remove President
Andrew Johnson from office, lived here after his stormy Congressional
career, The two-story clapboard house is privately owned,



48, Sequoyah's Cabin, Sequoyah's Cabin State Park, Sequoyah County,
Oklahoma, This one-room log cabin was built in 1829 by the Cherokee
scholar, Sequoyah, noted for his compilation of the Cherokee
syllabary, a simple phonetic rendition of his tribe's spoken
language. His efforts made the Cherokees a literate people., The
restored cabin is preserved in the 10-acre State Park, enclosed by a
stone structure built in 1936,

49. Wheelock Academy, McCurtain County, Oklahoma, Wheelock Academy,
established in 1832, was the archetype for the tribal school systems
established by the Five Civilized Tribes in Indian Territory. These
systems represented a conscious policy decision of the Five Tribes,
based on:the conviction that the Indians must adapt to the White
man's culture .in order to survive, The Old Seminary, erected in
1839, is .the earliest surviving building, Since the school closed
in 1955, the buildings have been unused, They are owned by the
Choctaw Tribe and administered by the Bureau of Indian Affairs.,

50. Thomas Eakins House, 1729 Mount Vernon Place, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, Eakins (1844-1916), a major artist noted for his
advanced thinking, specialized in realistic portraits which exposed
the basic character of his subjects, His '"Walt Whitman" is recog-
nized as a’'significant work of art.  The house, in which he lived
from the age of two until his death, is privately owned,

51, Charles Willson Peale House, "Belfield," 2100 Clarkson Avenue,
-Germantown, Pennsylvania, Peale (1741-1827), one of the major
American artists of his time, is best known for his miniatures

and portraits of Washington and his contemporaries., He lived in
this house for a decade after 1810, The house is privately owned.

52, TIhomas Sully Residence, 530 Spruce Street, Philadel hia,
Pennsylvania, Sully (1783-1872) was one of the best known and most
prolific portrait painters of his time, being credited with 2,600
paintings., This house was his residence for a brief period, though
he lived in Philadelphia from 1808 until his death 64 years later.



53, Benjamin West Birthplace, Swarthmore College, Swarthmore,
Delaware County, Pennsylvania, West (1738-1820) was a notable
expatriate American painter who, patronized by the King of England,
taught and encouraged many of his younger countrymen, His birthplace,
a two-story stone house built in 1724, is used as a faculty

residence by Swarthmore College.

54, Gilbert Stuart Birthglaéel Gilbert Stuart Road, Saunderstown,

Washington Count Rhode Island, Best known for his Washington
portraits, Stuart (1755-1828) was probably the best American painter
of the late 18th century., He lived in the 2k-story frame birthplace
for six years., The house, restored in the early 1930's, is open

to the public as an historic house museum,

55. Clark Mills Studio, 51 Broad Street, Charleston, Charleston
County, South Carolina, Mills (1810-1884) was a sculptor who
pioneered the casting of bronze statues in America. His most famous
work was the equestrian statue of Andrew Jackson in Jackson Square,
New Orleans, ‘The building housing Mills' studio has been adapted
to business use, ' ' . :

56, WOundéd Knee Battlefield, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, Shannon
County, South Dakota, ' Wounded Knee, fought on December 29, 1890,

was the last significant clash between Indians and white men in North
America. Costing some 75 army and 250 to 300 Indian casualties, it
forced the Indians to accept the white man's ways, thus ending
centuries of conflict., The battlefield, partially private and parti-
ally church-owned, is interpreted by historical markers.

57., George Peabody College for Teachers, 21lst Avenue South and
Edgehill Ayenue.'Nashville. Davidson County, Tennessee. George Peabody
College memorializes the philanthropist who contributed so much to
rebuilding the South's shattered educational system after the Civil
war. Founded in 1875 as the University of Nashville, it became
‘Peabody Normal College in 1879 and acquired its present name in 1909,
after $1 million of the principal sum of the Peabody Fund had been
given to the school as an endowment. It has occupied its present site
since 1914,

58, X-10 Reactor, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Oak Ridge, Anderson
County, Tennessee, First operated on November 4, 1943, the X-10

facility was the world's first full-scale nuclear reactor and the

first to produce significant amounts of heat energy and measurable
amounts of plutonium, X-1l0 served for many years as the principal
atomic research facility in the United States. In 1946 it was the
first reactor to produce radioactive isotopes for medical therapy.
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59, Bmma Willard House, Middlebury College, Middlebury, Addison
County, Vermont, BEmma Willard i1787-1870) was an influential
pioneer in the fight for female education in the United States,
She made a presentation to the New York legislature in 1819 which
has been called the '"Magna Carta of female education." Her basic
ideas on female education arose from her experience with the
Middlebury Female Seminary, which she opened in her home in 1814,
The house, little altered, is used as the Middlebury College
adnissions office,

60. Barracks, Virginia Military Institute, Lexington, Rockbridge
County, Virginia, Known as the "West Point of the South,'" VMI was
formally organized in 1839, the earliest and best-known of state-
supported military institutions, '"Stonewall" Jackson taught there
before the Civil War, and many VMI graduates served the Confederacy.
The present barracks building contains a part of the original
barracks, burned by Union troops in 1864. A small building erected
in 1848, formerly used as a hospltal and a tailor shop, also
survives, -

61. Gari Melchers' Home, '"Belmont,'" Falmouth, Stafford County,
Virginia, Melchers (1860-1932) was a landscape and portrait painter
who painted "The Arts of War" and "The Arts of Peace" for the Library
of Congress., The two-story white frame house, on a high ridge
overlooking the Rappahannock River, was Melchers' home from 1916

until his death, It is owned by the State of Virginia and is operated
by Mary Washington College as a memorial and art center,

62. Rotunda, University of Virginia; Charlottesville, Albemarle
County, Virginia, Thomas Jefferson founded the University of Virginia

in 1819 and considered it one of his three greatest achievements,
Architecturally and spiritually, it is a fitting monument to his
genius, The Rotunda dominates Jefferson's "academical village,"
‘consisting of two rows of academic buildings, Bast and West Lawn,
and two rows of one-story student cottages, East and West Range.

63. Patrick Henry Home, "Scotchtown,' Hanover County, Virginia,

This huge, architecturally interesting frame mansion was Henry's

home from 1771 to 1777 - tumultuous years during which the fiery
orator secured his niche in American history, He left here to
become wartime Governor of Virginia, The house, owned by the Hanover
County Branch, Association for the Preservation of Virginia
Antiquities, is being restored as an historic house museum,

11



64. Alexander Wade House, 256 Prairie Street, Morgantown, Monongalia
County, West Virginia, Wade, while superintendent of schools in
Monongalia County in 1874, introduced a system of graduation and
promotional examinations in the county's rural schools which was
adopted nationally, In 1879, Wade explained his system at a meeting
of the National Education Association in Philadelphia, The house,
in which Wade lived from 1872 until his death in 1904, is privately
owned, : '

65. North Hall, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Dane County,
Wisconsin, The University of Wisconsin has a record of serving the
people of the State since the erection of its first building, North
Hall, in 1851, The so-called "Wisconsin Idea," based on the concept
that.an enlightened public best insures a progressive nation, became
widely influential in the first decade of the 20th century. North
Hall, a four=story sandstone structure built as a dormitory, now
houses the Department of Political Science,

12



Dr. Muriel H, Wright

ce

Oklahoms Historical Society
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

—

£C 26 1965

Wheelock Academy

The Registyy of National Historic landmarks is & permanent

register of nationally significant historic and archeclogical
sites of the United States. Its purpose is to identify end
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an OFFICE

309 P *Bh Durant, Oklahoma

fis | _J.amr(z 27, 1966
Date)

Mr., George B. Hartzog, Jr., Director
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr., Hartzog: _ o///ﬁ
As the (owner,owners) of Wheelock Academy located in 7%27
(Name of site)

llerton McCurtain Qkla

City) (County) State
(I,we) hereby make formal application for a certificate (x ) and
bronze plaque, 17" x 18" (x ), designating this historic property

as a Registered Nationsl Historic Lendmark. (Check one or both as
desired. )

1. Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation
that goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as
having exceptional value and worthy of Registered National Historic
Landmark status (I,we) agree to preserve, so far as practicsble and
to the best of (my,our) sbility, the historical integrity of this
important part of the national cultural heritage.

2. Toward this end, (I,we) agree to continue to use the
property only for purposes consistent with its historical character.

3. (I,We) also agree to permit an anmual visit to the property
by a representative of the National Park Service as a bhasis for
continuing landmark status.

k, If, for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above
cannot continue to be met, it is agreed that the Registered National
Historic Landmark status shall cease and that until such status is
restored by the Secretary of the Interior, neither the Registered
National Historic Landmerk certificate nor the plaque will be
displayed.

Sincerely yours,

THarey 3. W. Belvin | W
l ' PRINCIPAL CHIEF ( %

. CHOCTAW NATION W. Be]_vin
Burant, Dklahoma inclpal Chief,
\ Choctaw Tribe

op ATt



MAR 4 1966

Hom, Ceaxi Albert
fouse of Representatives
Washington, 5. €.

Pearx Nr., Albert:

Thask you for your letter in behalf of Mrs. Frances imos whe
has requested information on the ibeslock scadesy mesr
Kilisrton, Okishoma, as & fegistered Natiocmal Wistorie Landmark.

e are enclosing & feolder on the Ragistery which explains how
the selection of Landmarks is sccomplished, s brief statement
on the Acadeny, and & bookiet entitied “lptional Park Sepvice
Criteris for Parklends.” The Landsarks Frogram is described
on page 22.

We believe this saterial will ansver sny questions Mre, Ines
msy have in mind, if theve is other infermation you desire,
however, we shall be happy te previde it.

Stinecerely yours,

&9 Howarg w, Bakey

Assistont T

#nclosures

ec:
Regional Director, Southwest, w/c of inmc.
Mr, Littletom (2) w/c of inc,

JOLittleton: jc:3/3/66



SARL ALBERT CHARLES L. WARD
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Congress of the United States

IHouse of Representatives

Office of the Majority Leader

Washington, D.C.
February 18, 1966

i}
1

Mr. Victor Gauzza
Congressionali Lialson
Department ‘of{ Interior
Interior Building, Room 5145
Washington, D.C.

Dear f;étor:

Enclosed is copy of a letter I have received from Frances Imon,
P. 0. Box 55, Hugo, Oklahoma, requesting information regarding

designation of Wheelock Academy near Millerton "as a registered
national historic landmark."

I will appreciate your providing any available information about
this designation so that I may reply to Miss Imon's inquiry.

Sincerely,

/_‘“‘/._ “L/ {\ .
CARL ALBERT, M.C.
Third District, Oklahoma

Encl.
CA/3
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Pnst Ofﬁce Box 55
HUGO, OKLAHOMA 74743

Area Code 405 FAirview 6-2321

COH&P@E»LMQ UWﬂl Sl rt
[ &Sbi”l""ton, Dw C ®

Dear Carl'

2 e

hat doeg dOCWf*”‘lOl of Wheeloek

Llerton "ae o
e{ixuohcd national historie londm

This c‘ubjr’nt ournt Lo ¢ good Tor g 7
o one geems Lo linow vhat 1t meons ay
gcope of 1t beifore T {0 too for in o «f

ture ctory but thus far
I need to know the
o .

Any bhelp will e 2ppreeclstad.,

I got tickled when Jyou aaviged ol the desipnotion. I had a
whole rafit of backeround motepial 4y my File, o I "chotrunnea®
e a story to take eare or the g3 tlon for the nonce,

e ::.'Lb.li
uhinkin, no doubt some of the oren nevspaner ueovWe would come
out with 2 G1lly and then I would be e

2d .
Instcadg they 2ll »ickea up my osiory ond dryver 1 Tound out
they are 2o Jumb 2z I ome... -+80, Will ~ou relieve ny 1{nowance
Thanks 2 lot. I hove mple ka{IOuu Jurt need an 1nterpret&~

tion on uh“ ducien“ui1« pPart and what it 1nvolvos.




March 15, 1966

Hid-RH
Tos Regiomal Director, Southwest Region

Proas Chief, Division of History Staudias

Subject: Registered Matiomal Mistoric Landmark Certificates
for Sites im the Southwest Regiom

We are enclosing the fellowing Registeved NHatiomal Historic
Lendeaxk Cestificates for sites in your Regions

Ssten Village, New Mexico
Sequeyah's Cabin, Gklahoms

Please notify us wall in advance of presentation of the
cextificates to the respective owmers, whether formally or

Z:::Zm

Enclosures

cct
Mx, Littleton

JOLittletonag



H3h-RE March 28, 1966

Durant,
Mk.m!
We vere pleased %0 receive your applicstion for the certificate

Beard or by & mesber of his staff. Should you wish the Service's
help in srranging ceremonies for the presentstion, Mr. Beard will
be glad to assist you. His address is: Regional Pirector Daniel B.
m,mwm,mmmm«,r.a.

Box 728, Semte Fe, Nev Mexico 87501.

mm;ﬁxuwusmmm?,ma
usually tekes a to prepare the plague due to circum-
stences of mamufacture (see enclosure),

We are happy to have Wheelock Academy included in the Reglstry of
Netional Historic Landmarks. | |

Mm’

 BIGNED .
Robert M. Utley
Chief, Diviasion of
History Studies

Enclosure

ce: WY§ S8 10 S2 VN ,pe

Commissioner of Indian airs, Attention: Engineering Advisor,
Administration

Regional Director, Southwest w/c application

{ Mr. Littleton

JWWalker :gb
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Southwest Region
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

g3viZ93A
883&‘*105 e U1
Mr. Herry J. W. Belvin L0 T |

Principal Chief, Choctaw Nation
Durant, Oklahoma

H34

Dear Mr. bBelvin:

As you requested on January 27 in your letter to Director Hartzog
of the National Park Service, the plaque and certificate designating
Wheelock Academy a Registered Netlonal Historic Landmark have been
prepared and are now on hand in this Office.

Please be assured that we should be very happy to assist you in a
ceremony presenting the plaque and certifieate, and formally
designating Wheelock Academy as a Landmark, Our practice in the
past has been to make a representative of the Park Service available
for the ceremony to act as agent for the Secretary of the Interior
and the Director of the Service in making the presentation. The
date and time, and the form of the ceremony=--the extent of its
formality or informality--are prerogatives of the recipient. A
typical ceremony might involve a principal speaker who would range
over the broad field of the site's historical significance, to be
followed by a short talk from the Park Service representative who
would specify the reasons why the site was selected for Landmark
status. The Park Service representative then presents the plaque
and certificate to the designated recipient, thus concluding the
main features of the ceremony.

These Landmark designations are normally viewed as important
communlty functions, and thus, if you wish, you might want to con-
sider selected or general participation in the program by the people
of Southeastern Oklahoma and members of the Oklahoma historical
community. These matters, of course, are entirely up to you. BEe
assured that we will accommodate to any plan that fits your needs.
Pending further word from you, we will hold the plaque and certificate
here,

We are happy to enter Wheelock Academy on the Registry of National
Historic Landmarks,

Sincerely yours,
(SIGNED!

Daniel ©B. Deard
ce: Regional Director
Littleton, WSCe—"

Supt., Platt
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Oklahoma Historlical Soclety Bldg., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Dr, James D, Morrison, Southeastern State 0011ege,'Duréht,ibklahOmé
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Southwest Regilon
Sante Fe, New Mexico 87501

H34
? SEP 22 1956

Hon, Harry J. W. Belvin
Principal Chief, Choctaw Nation
Durant, Oklahoma

Dear Mr. Belvin:
Many thanks for your letter of September 15, requesting that we

mail the Wheeloeck Academy Landmark plaque and certificate to you.
They will soon be forwarded under separate cover,

Typically, the plaque is affixed to the prime historic structure

{in this case the 0ld Seminary) or mounted on a pedestal of some

sort in an appropriate place near the structure. Probably you

would wish to have the certificate on view in the Executive O0ffice

of the Choctaw Nation. Should you wish to have & ceremony dedicating
Wheelock Academy as a Registered National Historic Landmark, the
unveiling of the plaque would offer an appropriate occasion. As we
have indieated in past correspondence, the National Park Service will
do its best to have a representative present, if and when you have

a dediecation ceremony. You may, however, prefer to have a quiet
local ceremony. In any event, I would urge that you contact

Dr. James D, Morrison at Southeastern State College in Durant., A
little more than a year ago Dr. Morrison presided at the Fort Washilta
Landmark dedication, and he might offer helpful advice to you. Also,
he is the local representative of the Oklahoms Histerical Soclety,
which is naturally interested in Landmark designations in Oklahoma.

I1f, indeed, you do have a formal dedication ceremony, I would very
much appreciate your informing me when it is scheduled so that I may
enter the date of esignation in our Landmark Registry.

Again, let us say how happy we are that the Choctaw Natlon has chosen
to participate in the Landmark Program.

Sincerely yours,

(,;Icgnilﬂl))

William E. Brown
Regional Historian

Enclosures=2
(1) Survey and Landmark folders (2) under separate cover Plaque & Certificate)
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Hovembar 30, 1978

Mr. Louis Coleman

President

McCurtin County lHistorical Society
P. 0. Box 922

Idabel, Oklahoma 74745

Dear Mr. Coleman:

The Council is concerned with the status of building No. 9

at the Wheelock Acad NHational Historie Landmark which has
been scheduled for demolition. In a conversation with the
Oklahoma State Historic Preservation office, Ms. Patricia
Lester suggested that we contact you to determine the current
feeling of the McCurtin County Historical Society with regard
to funding restoration of the building or other steps to
preserve this historic building.

The Council will appreciate hearing from you as to the present
situation at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Louis S, Wall
Assistant Director, Office of
Review and Compliance, Denver

ce: Chairman
SHPO:0K
HCRS:NR
FLO:DOI
BIA:Talihina
ORC:JKing:jk 11/30/78
FILE:O0K/Wheelock Academy NHL/BIA/106/Demolition
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December 11, 1978

Mr. David Hales
Deputy Assistant Secretary for

Fish and Wildlife and Parks
Mational Register of Historic Places
Heritage Comservation and Recreation Service
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Hales:

By letter of November 4, 1977, to Robart L. Herbst, Federal
Liaison Officer for the Department of the Interior, the
Council requested that the Department of the Interior inves-
tigate the applicability of Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. 470f, as amendad, 90
Stat. 1320) to the proposed demolition of selected buildings,
an undertaking by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Choctaw
Tribe that may have an effect on ¥haglock.Academy, McCurtain
County, Oklahoma, a registered National Historie Landmark. A
copy of that letter is enclosed. To date we have not had a
reply.

The MeCurtain County Historical Society is prepared to pro-
vide some funding to assist with the rehabilitation of
Pushmataha Hall, one of the buildings currently threatened
with demolition, and has expressed active interest in
assisting the Choctaw Tribe in preserving the National
Register property. A copy of a recent letter from Louis
Coleman, President of the McCurtain Coumty Historical
Society, reflecting their interest in the Academy is also
enclosed,

Conversations with Donald Moon, BIA Superintendent in
Talihina, Oklahoma, indicate that the BIA is encouraging
the Tribe to do as it wishes without regard for the his-
torie value of this National Historic Landmark and without
apparent understanding of the requirements of Section 106
or his agency's responsibilitiee pursuant to Executive
Order 11593.



Page 2

Mr. David Yales
Whaelock Academy
December 11, 1978

The Council will appreciate it 1if you will look into this
matter and let us have 3 reply at your earliest convenience.
If you have any questions, please call Michael C. Quinn at
(303) 234-4946. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
Sbred

Louis S. Wall
Assistant Director, Office of
Review and Compliance, Denver

Enclosures

cc: Chairman
SHPO :0K
Louis Coleman, McCurtain County Hist. Society
HCRS:NR )
HCRS :Albuquerque
HCRS:WASO: Laurie Hammel
ORC:JKing:jk 12/11/78
FILE:0K/Wheelock Academy NHL/106/BIA/Demolition
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Advisory
Council On
Historic
Preservation

1522 K Street NW.
Washington D.C.
20005

December 11, 1978

Mr. David Hales
Deputy Assistant Secretary for

Fish and Wildlife and Parks
National Register of Historic Places
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Washington, D. C. 20240

LA
Dear Mr. Hales: CO"{

By letter of November 4, 1977, to Robert L. Herbst, Federal
Liaison Officer for the Department of the Interior, the
Council requested that the Department of the Interior inves-
tigate the applicability of Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90
Stat. 1320) to the proposed demolition of selected buildings,
an undertaking by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Choctaw
Tribe that may have an effect on Wheelock Academy, McCurtain
County, Oklahoma, a registered National Historic Landmark. A
copy of that letter is enclosed. To date we have not had a

reply.

The McCurtain County Historical Society is prepared to pro-
vide some funding to assist with the rehabilitation of
Pushmataha Hall, one of the buildings currently threatened
with demolition, and has expressed active interest in
assisting the Choctaw Tribe in preserving the National
Register property. A copy of a recent letter from Louis
Coleman, President of the McCurtain County Historical
Society, reflecting their interest in the Academy is also
enclosed.

Conversations with Donald Moon, BIA Superintendent in
Talihina, Oklahoma, indicate that the BIA is encouraging
the Tribe to do as it wishes without regard for the his-
toric value of this National Historic Landmark and without
apparent understanding of the requirements of Section 106
or his agency's responsibilities pursuant to Executive
Order 11593.

Nerie€ of —HREAT —To  ~N.H.L.



Page 2

Mr. David Hales
Wheelock Academy
December 11, 1978 '

The Council will appreciate it if you will look into this
matter and let us have a reply at your earliest convenience.
If you have any questions, please call Michael C. Quinn at
(303) 234-4946. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely, %

Louis 6. Wall
Assistant Director, Office of
Review and Compliance, Denver

Enclosures
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HCRS Form

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Department of the Interior

NATIONAL HISTORTC LANDMARK STATUS REPOKT: 1978

i
1

General Background

1. Official Landmark name: Wheelock Mission

Address: 1.5 miles east of Millerton, Oklahoma
McCurtain County

Name, address, phone number of the Landmark owner:

Choctaw Nation, Durant, Oklahoma 74701 FTS: 736-4011 924-8280

Name, title, address, and phone number of person responsible for the
management of the Landmark: (11 same as person in number 2, write 'same').

Same

Name, title, address and phone number of dditionn: person(s) contacted
about this Landmark: Dr. Howard Meredith, SHPO Staff
Assistant Chief Bob Gardner Historical Building

Choctaw Nation, Durant, Oklahoma

Name, region and phene number of HCRS officioal preparing report:

Gaylan Coffman, SCRO, Albuq. NM FTS: 474-3512

Date of this report: July 17, 1978

Condition and Maintenance of Buildings, Sites and Historic Districts
(If Landmark is visited, provide photographs (or slides) of serious
problems or possible threats)

1. Architectural or Engincering Teatures

a.

What is the general phvsical condition? exr-ellent gaod

X needs repairs (explaiun) Buildings in a very deteriorated state.

Only building in livable condition is caretakers residence.

b.

Arce there any obvious structural problems or water related problems?
no X yes (describe) collapsing roofs, porches, walls, floors.

Are there planned future building alteration: or new construction?

x_ Do __yes (explain)

Are there historic interior furnishings present? yes _x no
Are they well cared for? ves no {(explain)

Will they be retained?  yes no (explain)

Is there historic machinery or equipment present? yes X no
Is it well cared for?  yes — no (explain)

Will it be retained? ves no (explain)
] I ¥

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 (405) 521-2491



P ——

2. FEnvironmental, Battlefield, Natural and Archeological Features N/A

a. What is the general condition of the site?  excellent _good
___mneecds repairs (explain)

b. Are there visible archeological ruins, remains or artifacts?  yes  no
Are they well cared for?  ves no {explain)

¢. Has there been recent site disturbance, digging, or construction?
no  yes (explain)

d. Are there plans for future site work or construction?
~no ___yes (explain)

3. Historic District Features

a. What is the general physical condition of the buildings, roadwavs, and
other historic features of the district?  excellent  good
X needs repair (explain) The entire area is deteriorating very fast, except
for the caretakers residence which has been remodeled. Besides the poor
condition of the buildings-weeds, brush and grass has grown up around them. Also,

tE?ShI%n%G%EQ%{,d%%g%si%igg%rﬁe%%% %ﬁe%xgéﬁﬁg&ig%% %&%f%%¥§:¥%ﬂkhe district?
___high construction activity  moderate X low

c. TIs there a local design review board, historic district commission, or
other governmental body which reviews construction activity in the
district?  yes  mo

ITI. Building, Site. or Historic District Integrity

1. Are there any conditions on the lands adjacent te the Landmark that might
result in scrious impairment, d:minishment, or destruction of Landmark
resources, character, and/or signiflicance? X o ves (explain)

2. Has there been an introduction of visual, audible, or atmospheric elements
that are out of character with the property and its setting?
no ¥ yes (explain) Visual-trash and litter around many of the buildings

and around pond recreation area. TV antenna mounted on roof of building #820.

3. Are there any potential threats (i.e., highways, adjacent construction,
zoning changes, etc.) likely to occur in the future?X no ves (explain)

4. Ts there any urgency regarding anv of the threats? X no yes (explain)



IV,

V.

—_— ]
A=

5. Does the owner show interest in the long term preservation of the Landmark?

no X yes (explain) Choctaw Nation would like to preserve the
buildings and the land area of the mission.

Supplermentary Information

1. Does the Landmark have a plaque? ves X no
Is it displayed? yes 1o
2. Has an agreement form been submitted? X ves no
If no, does the owner wish to sign an agreement with HCRS? ves no

Agreement was signed 1/27/66 by Mr. Harry J. W. Belvin, Principal Chief,
Choctaw Tribe.

Comments

The only full time resident at the mission is the caretaker Joshua John and his
family. He is a member of the Choctaw Nation. His duties are to lock/unlock
the main gate to the mission and cut the grass around the sides and front of

the large dormitory building (#802) which is the "main" lawn of the area. The
vegetation around the other buildings is not cut and has grown up around them
limiting visitation by the public. Area is very unsafe because of this condition.
Hidden structural hazards may be present as well as poisonous snakes and insects.
Due to rapid growth of vegetation and limited staff, areas around all buildings
cannot be maintained. These conditions make the area very unattractive for
visitation by the public.

Presently a Young Adult Conservation Corps (YACC) Project Site is located in
Building #80. Approximately 32-35 young adults are at this site. They are
currently working in the outer areas of the compound, clearing and burning
brush. This YACC program is administered by the Choctaw Nation. Once the
brush has been cleared they are replacing the fencing around the entire area
(40 acres). Because of the extremely heavy undergrowth,the clearing work is
taking a long time. According to David Bacon, YAAC Project Site manager, this
clearing work will be the only project for this group. No restoration work
or clearing work around the buildings is planned.

(See attached sheet for condition of buildings).

an/ W
G- =977
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801 sencral condition smenerally bad, roof bad.

802 Very bad condition.  South porch pariinlly collapsed.

Hocf and colwmns missing, floor collapsing. Tloor

of poreh on went side of vorth wing collnpaing,  Sorfit
Al dround adldine rottod very badly.  Doors broken
fed misoing, windows broken.

1203 i é&m&wu%afzﬁéwt 64,

804 Yery bad.  Log walls rotten, roof sugs, ond foundation
sass in ons place,

@05 Yest wall of north wing missing.  Roof .f north vriing
collarsed. Jdcof tad on south rart of building,.

E06 Pairly rood condition.

807 Fad condition, bad roof, rotten.

308 seeds scaling and paint.

£00 Fuilding missing,

210 Pad condition, roof verv bvad.

311 Fuildine micsing,

812 code TN G 5

313 Adlding micsing,

314 sxtremely bad condition, roof rone.

%15 alldine recently torn down.

816 Prick buildiing, walls znd roof ~ood. Virdows broken.

817 Fvclr poreh roof collapsed, roof tad, front porch
brozen throwsl: and rotten.

518 Pod state of repair, varandsh collapsed, roof rotien.

QU““MM, . W Are Hler (£ st e Aot
}ﬂ':'“iI i y :;e SO—CeRG iti"‘n, ""i+}: SORe ‘.',’ur}:*eu 4—1 d 1{‘,(’ T ud,{‘h‘t
. . . A,
1 wdttion, (hllalirs Gimidie |

£20 Sanme congition ns. 619 - Ssteec W%W
L 944¥9 Goxd%f&hv. dﬁxﬂ&z> ?5 ;ﬁzoé&7
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The grounds arc in fairly good condition. Some rccent workt has been
done. A concrete block comfort station has been built north of the
water tower. A vicnic pavilion is located +orth of #804, near the nond.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SEGRETARY | . A
WASHINGTON 25 D c. 190661 // ¢

mm mwmmr&umafmwunmmm

s cndeny in seCuctain Cownty, is not a part of the property
WWMMW&WMHR. The church has for
many yesrs owned this property whilch {s adjacent to the tribal land
amd Luildings of vheslock icadesy.

Bias rovedived on February 15 did not approach the cstiseated value

of sas property and sccordingly were rejected. The Aves Director for
the Suress of Indian Affeirs 8t ruskogee, Oklaboms, is conferriag with
the principel Chisf of the Choctems comceraing furchar efforts to dis-
pose of this cribal property or altersstive arrengewents. This will
give interested orgsnisations sn opgortusity to consider means by
ﬁmmmmmummﬁmum

We ace sendiog Cougresmsan Albert, the Priscipal Chief of the (hoctaws
ond the Ares Mrector copies of this letter for their isformetion,

Sincerely youss,

secvetary of the Imtecior

Hom, A, 5. Slke Houroney
dndted states Seamte
usshingeon 2%, &, €

inclosute

Copy to: Area Director, Muskogee
Congressman Albert

sﬁr‘«"f&&;‘l %Xf Py, Choctaws PRS No. 5812
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rorm to-mT ' UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

1. STATE 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. Military and
Oklahoma. Theme XV, Westward Expansion, subtheme:Indian Affairs

3. NAME(S) OF SITE 4. APPROX. ACREAGE
Wheelock Mission -

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, etc. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)

McCurtain County, near Millerton
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also edministrator if different from owner)

Private
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant)

Wheelock Mission was established among the Choctaws of eastern Oklahoma in
1832 by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. Named for
Eleazer Wheelock, founder and first president of Dartmouth College, it was built
under the supervision of Rev. Alfred Wright, a Presbyterian Missionary who had been
with the Choctaws in Mississippi and who came with them, over the "Trail of Tears,"
to Indian Territory. During his 33-year ministry to the Choctaws, he translated
the New Testament into their language. Early in 1833 a school was built as part of
the mission. First maintained as a day school by the American Board, it later
became a boarding school for Indian girls. The Choctaw Govermment in 1875 began
helping to support the school and, though still controlled by the American Board,
it became a sort of Choctaw national institution for orphan girls. The Wheelock
Mission Church, a stone building erected in 1842 by Presbyterian missionaries,
is still in use at the site and is said to be the oldest church in Oklahoma.
Wheelock Academy, until 1955 an orphan school for girls, is still standing but,
other than the church, there are no remains of the first mission buildings.

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources; give location of manuscripis and rare works)

Allen Wright, "Wheelock Seminary," Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. I (1921).
Lona E. Miller, "Wheelock Mission," Ibid., Vol. XXIX (1951).

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, HABS, etc.)

None
10. PHOTOGRAPHS * | 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, jarm, eic.) 13. DATE OF VISIT.
ATTACHED: ves[J  noff] | - - Not visited
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) | - . . — [ 15 TITLE 16. DATE
LJMAJQHJ]f )CA‘ (T({., | Historian Feb. 26, 1959

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 1014 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPI.EMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
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Foras 10-g17 UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

-

{. STATE 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH'* BEFORE THEME NO.
________ OKlahoma Subtheme, "Education"
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 4. APPROX. ACREAGE

30

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, etc. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)

1 1,5 miles north of U,S, 70

0 u B on_and
administrator if different from owner)

Meourtcalin ¢ z
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also

an Affairs

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and whal remains are extant)

Wheelock Academy is the archetype for the tribal school systems established by
the Five Civilized Tribes in Indian Territory. As the first national academy founded
under the Choctaw Nation's Education Act of 1842, Wheelock set precedent for some 35
academies and seminaries maintained by the Five Tribes. Even the Cherokee National
Male and Female Seminaries (discussed above), though administered in a different manner,
were modelled after Wheelock in terms of educational purpose., This purpose was to
speed the Indians' agsptation to the dominant white culture--a conscious policy decision
of the Five Tribes, based on the conviction that survival depended upon emulation., It
=ust be emphasized that these academies were not mission schools, not Government
schools. They were national schools, paid for and controlled by the Councils of the
Five Pribes., They satisfied Indian needs, and being liberally endowed, they attracted
qualified teachers and attained academic excellence., Considered as prime vehicles of
acculturation, they are unique in American Indian history; for the Indians themselves
sponsored the schools--they were not imposed. Considered solely as educational
institutions, they are, again, unique; for at a time when the typical mission or
Government Indian school hoped at best to inculcate rudimentary literacy and simple
vocational skills, the academies of the Five Tribes carried out a sophisticated academic
program that produced educated citizens and skilled leaders for societies distinguished
by the presence of libraries, newspapers, and constitutional self-government, Teachers
from leading Eastern colleges and universities--Princeton, Dartmouth, Harvard, Vassar--
gave instruction in natural philosophy, algebra, astronomy, history, and Greek and
Latin., The Councils financed college educations in the East for promising academy
graduates. The success of the Five Civilized Tribes in achieving first-class citizenship
in Oklahoma can be traced to this commitment to education. The national academies,
first of which was Wheelock, were the instruments of this success. LWviaht

Wheelock began as a mission school, established in 1832 by Rev. Alfred Hllig:
Graduate of Williams College and Andover Theological Seminary, White was missionary to
the Choctaws from 1820 until his death in 1853. He named his school (continued next page)

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENEES (Give best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works)

"About Some of First Schools in Choctaw Nation," by the editors, Chronicles of
Oklahoma, VI; "Choctaw--Wheelock Academy," file in Indian Archives Division, Oklahoma
Historical Society; Grant Foreman, The Five Clvilized Tribes (Norman, 1934); idem,
Advancing the Frontier (Norman, 1933); Lona Eaton Miller, "Wheelock Mission,"
Chronicles of Oklahoma XXIX; John W. Morris and Edwin €. McReynolds. (continued)

9. REPORTS AND STUDRIES (Mention best reportsl;;iisludics, as, NP8 study, H:li;s;:rdlc.)

10. PHOTOGRAPHS * | 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) "13. DATE OF VISIT .
ATTACHED:  YES no [J ‘ Fair Choctaw Park 6/14/65
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature)_ 15. TITLE 16. DATE .
Vv — ~
e 2T Sevee— Regional Historian 1/7/65

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10} SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPH
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. OGRAPHER. GIVE

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
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SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as,
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . .

STATE NAME(S) OF SITE

— Qklahoma Wheelock Academy

7. Importance and Description (Continued)

This 18 a very complicated question, probably one loaded with subtle legal
technicalities. The writer has not consulted with BIA officials in Muskogee, and his
information may be erroneous. But given the present state of deterioration of the
01d Seminary and the rumored imminence of its destruction by the Government, it would
seem that official channels of communication should be opened immediately between the
Service and the BIA to prevent irreparable deterioration or destruction of a structure
certainly of great regional importance and probably of national significance.

A score of other bulldings on the Wheelock Academy campus are historically
interesting, and many of them could be easily repaired and maintained. The Choctaw
Tribe has considered utilizing the school plant as an orphanage or other public in-
stitution for the Choctaw people. In terms of an historic shrine, however, their
interest focuses exclusively upon the historic front wing of the 0l1d Seminary.

A custodian in the employ of the BIA maintains the grounds. Except for the
accelerating deterioration of the buildings themselves, the Wheelock Academy campus re-
tains a most pleasant appearance and excellent Integrity. Behind the campus prpper
is a small lake whose shores have been developed as a public park, used mainly by
Choctaws in the immediate viecinity.

The nearby stone church and cemetery--resting place for many students and teachers
of the academy, including Rev. Alfred White~-are well maintained and still in use.
While accessory to the 0ld Seminary in terms of historical significance in this theme,
these sites are strongly complementary to the Wheelock story.

8. Bibliographical References (Continued)

Historical Atlas of QOklahoma (Norman, 1965); "The Oklahoma Indian School Magazine," I
(published by Government Boarding Schools in Oklahoma, Chilocco, 1932), special issue
on Wheelock Academy; Ora Eddleman Reed, "The Robe Family--Missionaries," Chronicles
of Oklahoma, XXVI; Muriel H. Wright, A Guide to the Indian Tribes of Oklahoma (Norman,
1951); idem, The Story of Oklahoma (Oklahoma City, 1930).
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Form 10-317a

(3ept. 1957) UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as,
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . .

STATE NAME(S) OF SITE

Oklahoma Wheelock Academy

7. Importance and Description (Continued)

With the help of the Southern Presbyterian Church, the Choctaws rebuilt Wheelock
Academy in the years 1880-84. Main structure of the new school plant was the Seminary.
Oklahoma Historical Soclety photos of the 18808 and 1890s show this structure dominating
the campus. It still does, its appearance essentially unchanged except for evidences
of deterioration.

Ensuing years saw a number of changes in the formal arrangements for administration
of Wheelock Academy, changes involving both the Presbyterian Home Mission Board and the
U.S. Government. But untill932, Wheelock remained a tribal school, supported and
ultimately controlled by the Choctaws. With the centennial celebration that year,
Wheelock Academy became a regular U.S. Indlan School. After 123 years of service to the
Choctaw people, the Wheelock school merged with Jones Academy near Hartshorne in 1955.

Though owned by the Choctaw Tribe, the grounds and buildings of Wheelock Academy are
administered by the Bureau of Indian Affairs under terms of an option that, according
to local sources, still has about 2 years to run. Since the school closed in 1955, the
bulldings have suffered neglect. The prime historic structure, the 01ld Seminary, still
is basically sound and can be repaired. But a poorly-constructed porch and sun-deck
dating from the 1940s is collapsing, as shown in the accompanying photos. Modern
additions to the rear of the historic front wing of the bullding are also suffering
severely from leakage through the damaged roof. The Choctaw Tribel is seriously con=
cerned about the 0ld Seminary. Rumors from the Bureau of Indian Affairs Office in
Muskogee hint that all damaged buildings at Wheelock may shortly be razed to make room
for a Youth Corps camp on the campus., The Choctaws want the historic front wing of the
01d Seminary preserved, something they are willing to do themselves once they gain
control of the building--~that is, when the option lapses. Should the present program
of neglect continue, restoration of this historic structure may prove extremely difficult
or lmpossible.

Given the desires of the Choctaw Tribe to save the 0ld Semlnary as a Choctaw
national shrine, and given the conviction of the writer that this bullding, historic focal
point of Wheelock Academy, possesses exceptional value in illustrating a significant
chapter in the history of American education, it would seem that representations should
be made to the Bureau of Indian Affairs on this matter. This recommendation is elicited
not only by the intrinsic values involved, but also by possible application (in spirit
if not in letter) of the statutory obligation deriving from the Surplus Property Act of
August 27, 1935 (49 Stat. 885) as amended. Possibly this act does not apply, because
actual ownership of the Wheelock buildings appears to be vested in the Choctaw Tribe.

If so, the rights granted by the Government's option would be ill-used if they result
in disintegration or destruction of the building against the wishes of the Choctaw
people, who, agaln according to local report, are forbidden to make even temporary re-

pairs while the option is in force. Leanietied. .

V. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—74029-1
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STATE NAME(S) OF SITE

QOklahome Wheelock Academy

7. Importance and Description (Continued)

after Eleazar Wheelock, founder of Moor's Indian Charity School--later Dartmouth
College. A scholar and translator of note, White reduced the Choctaw language to
writing and published some 60 books in that tongue. A missionary of tempered zeal,
he was beloved by the Indians. 1

When the Choctaws passed the National Education Act of 1842, which provided for
a system of national academies and seminaries, Wheelock was chosen as the prototype
institution. Wright was hired to run the school and recruit the teachers. This
contract system between tribe and missionary was also adopted by the Chickasaws,
Creeks, and Seminoles--the Cherokees, however, administered their schools directly.

In 1832, shortly after the Choctaws of the Six Towns had traversed the Trail
of Tears from Mississippi to Indian Territory, their missionary and friend, Alfred
Wright, founded Wheelock Mission on its present site. Though the strange land and
decimating epldemics caused great hardship, the mission and its school soon prospered.
By 1839 Wright was forced to expand the school plant, building a large 2-story frame
dormitory to accommodate the influx of boarding students. Because the Wheelock
school was already established, it was selected to become the first Choctaw national
academy in 1842, Within a year of the academy's founding, Capt. William Armstrong,
Superintendent of the Choctaw Agency, could report that Wheelock was a model for
Indian education, its curriculum providing a judicious blend of cultural uplift and
practical skills. He lauded Reverend and Mrs. Wright for their excellent management
of the school,

Avare that they were participating in an historical advance of the frontier, the
Choctaws in 1845 decided to bulld a permanent church to memorialize the bringing of
civilization to the West. One year later they dedicated the stone church that still
stands 200 yards {rom the academy. They honored Reverend Wright by engraving on a
tablet embedded in the east wall his still legible motto: "Jehovah Jireh"-=The Lord
will Provide,

Wright died in 1853 and wes buried in the church cemetery. Many noted teachers
followed him at Wheelock, including John Edwards, John Libby, and Miss Mary J. Semple--
for 40 years teacher and counselor of Choctaws.

Civil War disrupted Indian Territory and Wheelock Academy suffered temporary
eclipse. Reinstituted after the war, it was all but destroyed by fire in 1869. For
some years instruction was carried on in the gutted church and the few damaged
buildings that remained.

1. This was the first such law among the Five Tribes. It was the outgrowth of
a concern for education among the Choctews that dated back to 1803. 1In 1820 the
Choctaw Council voted to use all Government annuities for schools.

- e {continued-next pagef————
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REGIS. OF NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARE

BIENNIAL INSPECTION REPCRT

s

2.

Name and Iocation:
Wheelock Academy,

McCg;tain Co.,0Oklahoma

of landmark:
storic
Trneme: XX - Arts & Science
Subtheme: "Education"

Owner: Choctaw Indian Nation.
a. When designated: 12/16/65

b‘, Present:

(x ) same

( ) New

'Use:

&. When designated:

b. Present: ( X) Same

Date: February 17, 1970
Inspected by

Michael J. Becker

%

Person Contacted:

Harry J.W. Belvin , Principal Chief

(through C. Steen & Warren

Henderson)

( ) Changed as follows:



5. " Plaque and Certificate: Iocation and condition -

&. Plaque Durant, Oklahoma in possession of Brincipal Chief

b. Certificate - In the possessidn of the Principal Chiéf of the
Choctaw Nation of Durant, Oklahoma.

6. Physical condition:

&. When designated: Much the same as presented in the National
Survey of Historical Sites and Buildings by Mr. Brown in 1965.

b. Present: ( ) Excellent; ( ) Good; (X) Fair;

( ) Poor

Comments: The only comment that the inspector had of the building
would logically lead to former comment made by William Brown. The
porch and sun deck of the building should be removed. The flooring
and sundeck are in very unsafe condition. State marker in reference

to Wheelock Mission on Route 70 just east of Millerton. Academy
1.5 miles north at that spot.




7; Special Problems: This particular site is a natural for a Boys
¢ or Girls camp, which the Nation 1is interested in.

. Vandalism may or may not show up. None evident at this time.

8. Suggestions offered to the owner: Né,contact.

T/ e

Michael J. Becker




% | | | NATIONAL HIS?TORIC LANDMARK ENDANGERED "ANDMARK

‘ BLENNTAL VISIT REPORT

SITE Vheelock Acadamy

LOCATION Vear Millerton, lcCurtain County, Oklahoma

Month Day(s) Year

VISITED BY Bert L. Speed
(Name)

Chief Park Interpreter
(Title)

Chickasaw National Recreation Area
(Address)

Sulphur, Oklahoma 73086
(Phone Number)

L}
PERSON(S) CONTACTED, WITH TITLE(S)

‘ Emery D. Svears, Research Asst., Choctaw Nation

REPORT SUBMITTED BY:
| Name Bert T. Speed
TitleChief Park Int;rg/zef;g /.
Si gnature// }- Ao, :

7

Date April 5, 1977




II.

IIT.

Iv.

- VI.

VIL.

VIII.

REPORT

Did you have any difficulty making contact with the owner or administrator
in advance of your visit? Yes X No If yes, please describe:

Mr. Spears did not keep his appointment to meet me a% the acédamy at
1:00 pm, Feb., 28, 1977. Inspection of the grounds and exteriors of
the buildings were made. No other person was on the site. Signs

Qhibit ntrance into any of the buildines.,
pid you %%éi that your visit was welcome? ~ not welcone?

If not, please describe circumstances:

Unknown,

Was the material provided by SWRO ample and helpful? Yes X No
If not, please explain: :

Approximately how long did you spend at the site? 3% hours

Please describe the condition of the site (structure(s), grounds,
furnishings, etc.) ’

See attached.

Based on the reasons for the original designation, is it your opini6én that
the integrity of the site is being adequately maintained? Yes No
If no, please explain:

Please describe in detail the management of the site (owner-managed,
employee-managed, government-managed, etc.):

Ovmer managed.

In your opinion, is the site management adequate? Yes X No If
you have any reservations, please describe:




XI.

XII.

XIII.

-(III’ XIV.

Questions?

Is tﬂe site u.ed for commercial purposes? Yes No ’//;; yes, does

this present any problems related to naintaining the integrity of the site?
Yes No If yes, please describe: '

- Please describe any financial problems related to the site:

Unknown

What other problems did you encounter, if any? Many of the buildings
need stabilizing.

What specific suggestions, if any, did you make to the owner or administrato
one '

What follow-up action do you suggest for the SWRO and/or others? '
None :

Is there any urgency regarding the suggested action? Yes No
If yes, please clarify:
N/A

If this site is being managed. under the terms of a signed agreement, has
the plaque been mounted? Yes No X 1If yes, describe exact
location. 1If no, please explain why it has not been accepted or not
been mounted. Also, describe location of the Certificate.

Unknown

(PLEASE ENCLOSE PHOTOS, CLIPPINGS, COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE, OR ANY
OTHER MATERTIALS WHICH WILL SUPPLEMENT THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE
REPORT)



WHEELOCK ACADAMY, Visit of Feb. 28, 1977 Bert L. Speed

Bldg. # Condition
801 General condition generally bad, roof bad.
802 Very bad condition. 3South porch partially collapsed.

Roof and columns missing, floor collapsing. Floor

of porch on west side of north wing collapsing. Soffit
all around building rotted very badly. Doors broken
and missing, windows broken.

803 Piar

804 Very bad.. Log walls rotten, roof sags, and foundation
sags in one place.

805 West wall of north wing missing. Roof of north wing
collapsed. Roof bad on south part of building.

806 Fairly good condition.

807 Bad condition, bad roof, rotten.

808 Needs scaling and paint.

809 Building missing.

810 Bad condition, roof very bad.

811 Building missing.

812 Building missing.

813 Building missing.

814 Extremely bad condition, roof gone.

815 Building recently torn down.

816 Brick building, walls z2nd roof good., Windows broken.

817 Back porch roof collapsed, roof bad, front porch
broken through and rotten.

818 Bad state of repair, varandah collapsed, roof rotten.

819 Fairly good condition, with some work could be brought
to top condition.

820 Same condition as 819.

821 _ Condition very bad, log walls rotten.

822 . Building missing.

The grounds are in fairly good condition. Some recent work has been
done. A concrete block comfort station has been built north of the
water tower. A picnic pavilion is located north of #804, near the pond.
Picnic tables are along the edge of the pond and below the dam.
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UNTTED SPATES
DEPARTMENT OF TBE THEERIOR
BATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHTNGTON, D. €.

The Favional Survey of Historic Sites end Buildings:

Waeelocl Acaldemy, Cklahoms

Wheelock Academy, loested in McCurtein County east of Millerten,
i8 the arcaebtype for the tribal school sysiems ceteblished by
the Five Civilized Tribes in Indisn Territory. As the first
rational academy founded under the Chochay MHation's Biucation
Aet of 18h2, Wheelock set the precedert Tor seme 35 acodemiesn
and seminacies maintained by the Five Tribes. The sducsbional
purpose of these geademices was Lo speed the Indians'® adsptation
to the domirent vhite enliuvre--£ conscicus policy decision of
the Five Tribes, based on the conviction that survivel depenied
upon exmulation.

Yheelock wos esteblished as a mission schaol by the Rev. Alfred
_Yhite in 1832. Uhen the Choctews pasced the 18L2 educablss wet,
Wheelock was chosen as the protobype institution becauss it
already was & figurishing school. So successivi had it been that
Wrighat hod bullt 2 large twoestory freme dormitory in 1839 te
aceommodate the infivxk of hoarding students. Desplie chenges in
“he fortunce of the Acadeny ord accasiopel new coastruction, the
01d Seminary {as the 1839 strucivre vas called) conbimed os the
madn budlding vatil the scheol vas closed in 1955.

Though owned by tke Choctew Tribe, Whoelock Acafiemy is presently
edministered by the Burecau of Indisg AfTairs. The OLd Seminory
end several other historidcallyintevesting buildings remain. They
ore uwnused at present.



WHEELOCK ACADEMY, OELAHOMA
lgcation: HeCurtsin County, esst of Millerton snd 1.5
miles north of U.8. 70.

are owned by the Southern Presbyterisn Church;
the Wheslock Academy grounds and buildings ave
ounod by the Chootaw Tribe, but sduinistered
by the Buresu of Indian Affairs.
Significance: Wheelock Academy is the archetype for the
tridbal sohool systems established by the Pive Civilised Tribes
in Indlan Territory. As the first national scademy founded under
the Chootav Hation's Bducstion Act of 1842, Wheelock set precedent
for soue 35 scademies and semineries meintained by the Five Tribes.
Even the Cherckee Nationsl Male and Femsle Seminaries (discussed
sbove), though administered in a different memner, were modelled
efter ¥heelook in terms of educationsl purpose. This purpose
was to speed the Indians' adsptation to the dominant white
MWWMWWM@R&NW,Mm
the convietion that survival depended upon omulation. It must be
emphasised that these academies were not mission schools, mot
Government schools. They were natiomel schools, paid for end
controlled by the Councils of the Pive Tribes. They satisfied
Indisn needs, end being liberally endowed, they attymoted qualified
teashers snd stteined academic excellence. Considered ss prime



vehicles of scoulturetion, they are unique in Americen Indien
uere not imposed. Considered solely es educationsl institutions,
mm,mwamuammmwm
or Government Indian school hoped at best to inculoste rudimentery
literacy and simple vocational sikills, the scedemies of the Five
Pribes carried out ¢ sophisticated scademic progium thet produced
by the presence of lilveries, newapspers, and constitutional
strustion in natural philosophy, slgsbre, astronomy, history, and
Esst for promising academy graduates. The sucosss of the Five
Civilised Trides in aschieving first-cless citisenship in Gidshoms
can be traced to this commitment to education. The netionsl
scadenios, first of which wes Wheeloek, were the instruments of

thﬁzfmamm.mmwnw

1820 wntil his death in 1853. He nemed his school after Elessar
liheelock, founder of Woor's Indien Charity School--later Dertaouth
College. A scholar and transletor of note, White roduced the



Chootew lenguege to writing end published some 60 books in that
tongue. A migsionary of tempered seel, he uss beloved by the
Indiens.

mmmmmummmum}
which provided for a system of national scsdemies and seminaries,
hived to run the school and recruit the temchers. This contesct
systen between tride and missionary wes slso adopted by the
Chickesaws, Creeks, and Seminoles--the Chercitess, however, admin-
istered their schools directly.

In 1832, shortly after the Choctaws of the Six Towns hed
traversed the Treil of Yeors from Nississippli to Indisn Territory,
Wissien on its present site. Though the strange Jand end deei-
seting epidemics caused great hardship, the mission snd its school
soon prospered. &y 1839 Nright was forced to expund the school
plant, bullding 8 large 2-story frame dormitory to sccommodate
the influx of boarding students. Becsuse the ¥heelook school was
alrendy estadlished, it was selected to becoms the first Choctew
national scodemy in 1942, Within & year of the scademy's founding,
Capt. ¥illiam Avmstrong, Superintendent of the Chootew Agency,

1. This was the first such law among the Pive Tribes. It
ws the outgrowth of & concemn for educstion smong the Choctaws
that dated beck to 1803. In 1820 the Choctew Council voted to

we sll Government annuities for schools.



could report that Wheelook was & model for Indisn education, its
curriculum providing s Judtcious blend of cultursl uplift snd
practieal mkills. e lsuded Beverend and Mys. Wright for their
excollent menagement of the school.

Avare that they weve participeting in sn historicsl sdvence
of the frontier, the Choctews in 1845 decided to duild a permenent
clureh to memorislize the bringing of civilimation to the West.
one year later they dedicated the stone clmach that still stends
200 yards from the scademy. They honored Reverend ¥right by
engreving on @ teblel embodded in the east wall his still legidble
motto: “Jehowah Jireh”-~The Lord will Provide.

¥right died in 1053 and wes buried in the church cemetery.
Nany noted teachers followed him at Wheelock, including Jolm
Edmrds, John Libly, snd Miss Nery J. Seple--for 40 yosrs teacher
and coungelor of Choctaam.

Civil Wer dizmpted Indien Territory and Whoolock Academy
suffered temporwry eclipse. Reinstituted after the wer, it was
813 but destroyed by five in 1869. For some yesre instruction
wan carvied o in the gubted clureh end the fow dmmged duildings
that resined.

with the help of the Southern Presbyterian Chureh, the
3 rebullt Wheolook Acadeny in the years 1080-84, Rain
structure of the now school plant wes the Seminary. Oklshoms

s ——

Historteal Society photos of the 1880s and 18908 show this




structure domineting the cempus. It still docs, its sppesrence
Ensuing years sew 8 muber of changes in the formsl arrenge-
ments for sdninistyetion of Wheelock Acadewy, chenges invelving
both the Presbyterisn Home Mission Board snd the U.S. Government.
mm:m.ww;mm.w
m&wm&mwmm ¥ith the centennial
celebration that your, ¥nsclock Academy became 8 rogalar U.S.
Indien School. After 123 yesrs of serviee to the Choctew pecple,
the ¥heslock school merged with Jones Acsdeny neer Hartshorue in

Though ouned by the Chostaw Tribe, the
MﬂWﬂWMmmwﬂa
Buresu of Indign Affeirs under terwms of sn cption that, sccording
to local sources, still lms about 2 yesrs to run. Since the
school closed in 1955, the tulildings have suffered neglect. The
prine historic structupe, the 0ld Seminary, still is desiocally
sound and osn be repaired. But o poorly-canstructed poroh snd
mmmzumumumsnm
soconpenying photos. Hodemn additions to the rear of the historic
loskage thwough the dsmmged Toof, The Chootaw Tride’ is sericusly
concerned about the 014 Somdnery. Rumors fyom the Buvesu of

"1, And ais0 Koy officials of the Oklahoume listorics) Sosiety.



Indian Affairs Office in Hushogee hint that all demeged buildings
at ¥heelock may shortly be rased to msise room for & Youth Corps
omyp on the campus. The Chootass went the historic fyont wing
of the 014 Semingry preserved, something they sye willing to do
themselves once they guin control of the butlding--that 1s, when
the option lepses. Should the present progrem of negleet continue,
restoration of this historic structure may prove extremely
dirfioult or lmpossille.

Given the desires of the Choctaw Tribe to save the 01d Seminary
a8 a Choctaw national shrine, and given the canviction of the
Academy, possesses oxcapSionsl velue in Lllustreting a significant
chapter in the hisbory of Americen education, 1t wuld seem that
MNpresentations should be made to the Buresu of Indisn Affairs
on this metler. %This recoomendation is elicited mot only by the
intrineic walues involved, but slso by possible application (in
Spirit if not in lotter) of the statutory obligstion @eriving
from the Surplus Property Act of August 27, 1935 (k9 stat. B85)
es amended. Possibly this get does not apply, becsuse sothual
amyship of the ¥Wheolook bulldings appesss to Do vested in the
Choctaw Tribe. If so, the rights granted by the Goverrment's
¢ption would be ill-used if they result in dfsintegretion or
people, who, sgaln accopding to loeal report, are forvbidden to
mplce oven tesporery repeirs while the option is in foree.



This is s very coplicated quesiion, protebly one loaded
uith subtle logal technicalities. The writer has not consulted
with BIA officials in Muskogoe, and his informstion mey de
eryeneous. But givon the present state of detertoration of the
014 Seminavy and the rumored iminence of 1ts destwuction by the
Government, it would seem that officisl cluwnels of comwniostion
should be opened immedigtely between the Service and the BIA to
prevent irveparble detoriorstion or dostruction of o structure
certainly of grent regional importance snd probably of national

& soore of other bulldings on the Wheclock Acedemy cempus
are historicelly interesting, and mmny of them could be easily
repaired gnd maintatned. The Choctaw Tribe hes considered utile
izing the school plant as an orphansge or other public institution
fur the Chootaw poople. In terms of sn historic shrine, however,
their interest focuses exclusively upon the historic fyont wing
of the 014 Sewines:

A custodisn in the ewploy of the EIA mintaing the grounds.
Except for the sccelersting deterioration of the dulldings thew-
selves, the Wheelock Acedomy compus retains & most plesssnt
sppcarance and excellent integrity. Behind the carpus proper
is u small lake whose shores have been developed a8 a public
pork, used seinly by Choctsws in the tmmediate vioinity.
students and teschars of the scademy, including Sev. Alfred Wnite--




are well meintsined and 5111l in use. While sccessory to the
wwmmummmmmm.
mummawmmmwm




Wheelock Academy Being Renovated
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Pushmataha Hall is still a focus point when looking across the campus grounds at

Wheelock. The building is becoming badly deteriorated, with roof leaks contributing to
the rotting floors inside. Pictured in front of the building are Councilman Billy Paul
Baker, Chief Gregory E. Pyle, Council persons Charley Jones, Randle Durant, James
Frazier, Leslie James, E. J. Johnson, and Charlotte Jackson. The Chief met with the
Council Committee to talk about the on-going renovations at Wheelock.

"Defend the Poor and
Fatherless" reads the imprint on
the huge, 115 year old bell that
hangs at Wheelock Academy in
the belfry of Pushmataha Hall.
The old bell has rung through
days of progress for the school,
rung through years when young
girls grew into young women,
taught by the missionaries in
every subject from english to
knitting. The old bell is quiet
now, the rope rotted and
disintegrated, the belfry itself
decaying into an unsafe haven
for the brass bell.

The mission was founded at
Wheelock in 1832, beginning as

school many years ago asked
that English be the only
language allowed at the
mission, never the Choctaw
language, thinking it would
better prepare the students to
live in what was fast becoming
a predominantly non- Indian
world. Today's Council is
fighting to restore the ability to
speak our native language by
funding classes and promoting
the importance of learning our
heritage.

"My mother went to
Wheelock," said Chief Greg
Pyle, telling of how she was
punished for speaking Choctaw

Councilman Baker said that he
was optimistic about the
prospective involvement and
support of area businesses.

Chief Pyle gave special
recognition to Councilman
Charley Jones for his work in
sharing and helping preserve the
history of the Choctaw Nation,
including Wheelock.

Charley Jones said he helped
build the lake that was located
west of Pushmataha Hall. There
have been reported sightings of
a six foot alligator in the lake
over the past few years.
Councilman Jones also said he
could remember a song the girls
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Wheelock Academy Being Renovated

a day school for neighborhood
children and growing into a
boarding school for students,
many of them orphans. In 1842
enrolled students were 27
females and 12 boys, later
becoming a school for girls
only. The doors to the school
closed in August of 1955
leaving Wheelock mostly
unused ever since. The
Choctaw Nation performed
some renovation of the
Academy buildings in the early
1980's under the guidance of
Gay Self, Director of
Maintenance. A residential
Recovery Center treated many
clients from 1984 until 1991 at
the Wheelock site, using
LeFlore Hall as a home. The
Recovery Center moved to
Talihina so the clients would be
closer to the Choctaw Nation
Hospital.

Chief Gregory E. Pyle and
the Tribal Council have
approved further renovations of
Wheelock. Over the past few
years, damaging weather has
played a huge part in the
disintegration of the woooden
structures such as Pushmataha
Hall, LeFlore Hall, the
classroom building, the office
and the caretaker's home.

The Choctaw Nation is
investing time, effort and
money into the restoration
project at Wheelock. Workers
from the Housing Authority in
Hugo and the Tribal Complex
in Durant have combined
efforts with volunteers to clean
up and improve the appearance
of the grounds, to renovate and
paint the buildings, fix leaks,
re-wire electricity, replace
sheetrock and flooring, etc.
Clients from the Choctaw
Nation Recovery Center have
also volunteered to help with
the clean-up effort.

Wheelock is an important
link in many family histories,
with many former students
learning skills that helped them
raise successful families.

The Choctaw Council who
served at the formation of the

next column

while in school. Chief Pyle
said he was enthusiastic about
the restoration of the buildings
at the former Academy. "We
are going to utilize resources
already available to the tribe."
said the Chief. Examples he
gave of existing resources
included workers and
equipment such as bulldozers
for clearing underbrush and
tractors and mowers for
keeping the grounds neat.
Chief Pyle stated that grants are
currently being sought to fund
the more extensive
renovations. He and the
Councilmembers pointed out
that while the heritage of the
tribe is exteremely important,
there are also tremendous
needs of tribal members, such
as housing, education and
health care, that the revenues
from economic development
ventures are prioritized to be
spent on.

The first buildings being
renovated are the caretaker's
house, the Administration
building and LeFlore Hall.
Further deterioration of
Pushmataha Hall and the
Academic/Classroom Building
will be stabilized and the water
leaks will be stopped while
grants are sought to renovate
the two structures. Letters of
support for the renovation of
Wheelock have been received
from the AOklahoma Historical
Society, McCurtain Cou7nty
Historical Society, Oklahoma
Tourism and
RecreationDepartment,
Preservation Oklahoma,
Wheelock Alumni Association
members and tribal members
from throughout the country.

Donations of materials have
been provided by Pan Pacific
from Broken Bow and other
companies have also indicated
their desire to help with the
project. Councilman Billy
Paul Baker mentioned other
industries in the area that had
been approached for assistance
in the historic preservation
project at Wheelock.

next column
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going to school at Wheelock
used to sing for fun. "It went
something like this, " said
Councilman Jones with a laugh.
"Millerton, Millerton, Wheelock
is my school, Millerton is my
station. I wish the boys would
leave me alone, so I could get
my education!"

Speaker of the Tribal
Council Randle Durant said,
"Wheelock has a lot of meaning
to people, just as my former
school of Goodland has
meaning to me and Jones
Academy does to alumi from
there." Durant said that even
though the Wheelock buildings
are an important part of tribal
history, the Choctaw Nation
should not be the only ones
putting effort and money into
the restoration project, since it
was also important to the history
of the non-Indian community.
"We have many needs fo;r our
senior citzens and other tribal
members. We want to spend
money in ways that will best
serve our Choctaw people," said
Durant.

Tribal Councilman James
Frazier said his grandfather used
to live in the caretaker's house
on the grounds and that his
family loved to visit the
beautiful area. Councilperson
Charlotte Jackson voiced her
thanks to the Chief and everone
who had helped over the past
few weeks to improve the
appearance of the former Girl's
Academy and surrounding
grounds. Leslie James,
Councilman from Talihina area,
and E. J. Johnson from Atoka
Conty both said they were glad
to know the renovations had
begun at Wheelock.

Although Wheelock may
never be restored to the exact
perfection off appearance many
remember from the school days
of many years ago, perhaps the
bell will still ring over brighter
days and fresher coats of paint.
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