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1 • Name of Property 

historic name .^tratford Methodist Episcopal Church 

•m other names/site number 

2. Location 
street & number 
city, town Delaware 

TT.S. Rnure ar S.R. 315 

state Ohio code OH county " Delaware 

I I not for publication f j / A 
[ j J vicinity 

code 041 zip code 4 ' ^nr 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
f x l private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
[X] building(s) 
I I district 
I I site 
I I structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 

_J 
Noncontributing 

0 buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

n Total 

Name of related mul1if><e property listing: 

Historic Milling Resources of Liberty and Delaware 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 9. 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
H nomination Orequest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register o< Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In mv^in iqn, Ihe proper tyS meets CH does not meet the National Register criteria. (HI See continuation sheet. 

Signature o( certifying official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, Ihe property meets CZI does not meet the National Register criteria. CD See continuation sheet. 

Signature oi comoiealing or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

f!^entered in the Mational Register. 
I I See continualion sheet. 

I I determined eiigpble for the National 
Register. CDsaa continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eTigibie for the 
Nationai 

I I removed from Hie National Register. 
I I other, (explain:) 

-.^gjflpature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

RELIGION 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
VACANT/ not i n use 
Domestic/ S ing le dv /e l l i nn 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Mid 19th Century 
Early Romanesque Revival Elements 

N/laterials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

Limestone 
Limestone, Sandstone 

roof _ 
other _Wogd 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Stratford Methodist-Episcopal Church Is 
northwest corner of U.S. Route 23 and S. R. 
except for the projecting entry pavilion and 
stories high and contains three bays on both 
constructed of Indigenous limestone. The si 
and the front entry pavilion Is constructed 
quoins mark the corners. The gable roof has 
The church's walls are load bearing, being f 
towards the top, and the roof contains a kin 
dome and cross and covered with asphalt sId 
facade. 

a detached masonry structure located on the 
315. Overall I t has a rectangular massing, 
a smal I square rear addition. It Is two 
the front and side elevations. I t Is 
de and rear elevations are uncoursed rubble 
of cut stone laid In courses. Large stone 
a moderate slope and Is standing seam metal. 
Ive feet thick at the base and tapering 
g truss framing system. A steeple, with a 
ng. Is located astride the roof ridge near the 

The front elevation of the entry pavilion Is arcaded, dividing the wall plain Into three 
bays. The extradosed arches are set In relief and are divided In half by a limestone 
stringcourse. Three cruciform arched windows are located on the facade, one located on 
the second floor of the center arch and the other two flanking the stone Infilled central 
entry arch. The windows and central entry openings have cut stone arch label hoodmolds. 
The three windows on each side have been replaced with two double hung modern sash windows 
placed one on top of the other In each arch. The central window bay on the south 
elevation has been expanded to allow for a door to be put In the opening. All the side 
window openings s t i l l retain their cut stone extradosed arch heads. 

A clay block, gable roofed, rear appendage Is centered on the back wall of the structure. 
This addition contains a clay block smokestack that extends beyond the roof line. Except 
for the smokestack, this alteration Is not visible from the road. Interior alterations 
Include construction of a basement, reorienting the sanctuary to face east, and the 
construction of an Interior stage. 

*** 

I I See continuation sheet 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally CH statewide 0 locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria H A C H B C H C C H D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ X ] A C H B C H C C H D C H E C H P C H G 
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Industry 1844-1896 1844 
Community Planning & Development 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A Unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and pertods of significance noted abovey/ 

The Old Stratford Methodist-Episcopal Church Is being nominated for the National Register 
under Criterion A fbr significance to the areas of Industry and Community Planning and 
Development. The property Is associated with the historic mill resources of Liberty and 
Delaware Townships, Delaware County, Ohio; Historic Context E.2., Steam-powered mills In 
Delaware and Liberty Townships; c. 1840-1896, property type F. 5 "Stone Churdi". 
The church ^also meets Criterion Consideration A for religious properties in that it Is 
significant for historical rather than religious reasons. 

The land on which the church was built was part of a 625 acre farm belonging to Forrest 
Meeker, an early farmer and mill owner, from 1811-1842. Meeker sold another section of 
his property which Included the mill to Judge Hosea Williams and Caleb Howard who 
remodeled the mill for paper production. The new mill owners proceeded to construct 
housing for mill workers and in 1841 the name Stratford was given to the growing mill 
community. Up to this point religious services for the workers were held in a frame 
boarding house. Because no one Protestant group was dominant in the community, the 
services were led by an assortment of guest ministers from the town of Delaware. 

In 1842 the mill owners recognized the need for a permanent church. They provided 
building materials and the labor was provided by the mill workers. The land was donated 
by Forrest Meeker, the former millowner. By the time construction was finished i.n 1844, 
the larger number of Methodists In the community dictated the denomination of the new 
church. A stone parsonage was built c. 1860 on lot #15 in Stratford for the minister. A 
comparison between historic and modern maps indicate the parsonage has been demolished. 
See map A. 

The owners of the paper mill and the mill workers both played an Integral part in the 
building of the Stratford Church, giving the structure strong association with Industry In 
Stratford. Providing for the needs of a work force large enough to operate the mill 
Included providing for a worship space, religion being a central aspect of rrxDst people's 
lives In the 19th century. 

Pxl See continuation sheet 
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The church is also significant under Community Planning and Development for its 
association with the growth of the "mill village" of Stratford. Although the mill was the 
economic focus of the village, being the reason the community existed, the church provided 
a spiritual and social focus for the small hamlet, enabling the residents to develop a 
sense of community beyond the workplace. Now that the paper mill s'tructures are gone the 
presence of the church helps convey the sense of a historic community to passing motorists 
on U.S. Rt. 23. 

With the closing of the paper mill In 1896, the church had to rely on membership support 
from local farming families. In 1933 the bell tower was remodeled. In 1938 the 
congregation received funds to remodel the church interior. A stage was built and the 
sanctuary was re-orlented to face east and an east entrance Instal led. A kitchen was 
added with an addition to the rear of the building and a basement with a furnace was 
Installed. In the 1960s, the congregation moved to a new building and sold the old stone 
church to private owners. 

The nominated structure meets the registration requirements of property type F.5., Stone 
Church, as well as the Integrity requirements for consideration under Criterion A. The 
property Is located on Its original site and retains the Important features of Its 
setting, namely the openness of the area and its proximity to the mill workers houses. The 
dominant historic limestone material of the structure Is intact, along with the original 
roof profile. The church also retains the basic features of its design necessary to convey 
Its historic function. The basilica plan Is s t i l l evident and the overall massing 
proportions, roof profile, elements of the structural system and fenestration pattern are 
a 11 Intact. 

**** 



Major Bibliographical References 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): U/h 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
CH designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

H See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
State historic preservation office 

I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• Other 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property less than one 

(17) 
UTM References 
A UuiJ 13 12,4 14,9 lO 

Zone Easting 

C J L 

14 i4 15 |8 10 |3 lO 
Northing 

I I I I I : I 

See USGS map fo r re lated MPD l i s t i n g 

B I I I 
Zone Easting 

D L U I I I J L 

I I I I I 
Northing 

J I L 

J L 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginning at a point on the center l ine o f State Route 315, said point being S. W. from 
the point of intersect ion of the center l ines of State Route 315 and U.S. 23; thence N. 
86-36' W. 144.65 feet to an i ron p ipe, passing over an i ron pipe at 44.65 fee t ; thence S. 
02-04' W. n o feet to an i ron p ipe; thence S. 86-36' E. 144.65 feet to the center l ine of 
State Route 315, passing over an i ron pin (found) at 100 f e e t ; thence N. 0204' E. along 
th center l ine of State Route 315, 110 feet to the E See continuation sheet point of the beginning 

Boundary Justification 

The nominated property is that which is historically associated with the nominated 
structure. 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
nameAitle 
organization 
street & number. 
city or town 

SPP. C n n f i n n q f i n n Shppf 
riate May, 1991 
telephone 
state zip code 
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Photograph l i s t 

Photographer: Richard Noll 

Date: June 1990 

Location of Negatives: Delaware County H i s t o r i c a l Society 

1. S.E. Elevation 

2. N.E. Elevation 

3. Rear Addition, S.W. Elevation 

4. Rear Addition, N.W. Elevation 

5. I n t e r i o r , S.W. Corner 

6. I n t e r i o r Loft Area, East End 
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I ) ttorker House »1 

Z) M i l l HDrler House 

3) H i l l Morler House #3 

4) MiM worktr House 14 

5) HOI Horker House l i 

6) Nonun 0. Perry House t F«rii 

7) George Bieber Nouse *nd F«ni 

8 ) Forrest Heelier House tnd F«ni 

9) S t r i t f o r d Methodist fp iscopal Church 

10} M i l l worker Boarding House 

Contr ibut ing proper t ies : B 

Non-contr ibut ing p r o p e r t i e s : Q 
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REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY S t r a t f o r d M e t h o d i s t E p i s c o p a l Church 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE H i s t o r i c M i l l - R e l a t e d Resources o f L i b e r t y and Delaware Town 
NAME: s h i p s MPS 

STATE & COUNTY: OHIO, Delaware 
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DATE OF 16TH DAY: 9/20/91 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 10/03/91 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 91001436 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 5 0 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N • 

_^_ACCEPT RETURN REJECT / ^ / A f f DATE f . . ' U f t l Hc^jlut-.; 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA, 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see a t t a c h e d comments Y/N see a t t a c h e d SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c c u r r e n t 

DESCRIPTION 

. a r c h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

.materials 

. d e s c r i p t i v e t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE .. - . 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below 

Sp e c i f i c dates B u i l d e r / A r c h i t e c t 
Statement of Si g n i f i c a n c e ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness • ' • 
c l a r i t y 
applicable criteria ' ... '\ H 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked -
r e l a t i n g s i g n i f i c a n c e to the resource ,.• . \ • 
context 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of i n t e g r i t y t o s i g n i f i c a n c e . • y-, 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

s • 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary d e s c r i p t i o n 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs p r e s e n t a t i o n 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning t h i s nomination may be d i r e c t e d t o 
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Please refer to the map in the 
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for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500478 


