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1. Name of Property

historic name
other names/site number

N‘S]tl_l\:atford Methodist Episcopal Church

2. Location
street & number 1.S. Route 23 at S.R., 315 I not for publication N/A
city, town Delaware : [ xJ vicinity
state Ohio code OH county Delaware code 041 zip code 43015
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private [X] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[] publicocal [ district 1 Q___ buildings
[] public-State [site sites
[ public-Federal [ structure structures

[:] object objects

1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously

Name of related multiple property listing:
i i i listed in the National Register

_Historic Milling Resources of Liberty and Delaware

ate ' eiEatb

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
PX] nomination Drequest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
Inm inign, the prope! meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
ONe— 7-18 91

Date

Signature of certifying official

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets [:]does not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

<

3 <
oL et

5. National Park Service Certification i

I, hereby, certify that this property is: i ik Poglavad
d‘r{wp«/&zﬁw‘/
% 7

[Eentered in the National Register. / 4

[]determined eligible for the National
Register. [Isee continuation sheet.

(] determined not efigible for the
National Register.

D removed from the National Register.
D other, (explain:)

Z

..Sggpmure of the Keeper

Date of Action



6. Function or Use , '

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
RELIGION VACANT/ not in use

Domestic/ Single dwellina

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation Limestone
Mid 19th Century walls Limestone, Sandstone
Early Romanesque Revival Elements

roof Metal

other Wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Stratford Methodist-Episcopal Church is a detached masonry structure located on the
northwest corner of U.S. Route 23 and S. R. 315, Overall it has a rectangular massing,
except for the projecting entry pavilion and a small square rear addition. It is two
stories high and contains three bays on both the front and side elevations. It Is
constructed of indigenous |Iimestone. The side and rear elevations are uncoursed rubble
and the front entry pavilion Is constructed of cut stone lald in courses. Large stone
quoins mark the corners. The gable roof has a moderate slope and Is standing seam metal.
The church's walls are load bearing, being five feet thick at the base and tapering
towards the top, and the roof contains a king truss framing system. A steeple, with a
dome and cross and covered with asphalt siding, is located astride the roof ridge near the
facade. ;

The front elevation of the entry pavilion Is arcaded, dividing the wall plain into three
bays. The extradosed arches are set in relief and are divided In half by a I|imestone
stringcourse. Three crucliform arched windows are located on the facade, one located on

the second floor of the center arch and the other two flanking the stone infilled central
entry arch. The windows and central entry openings have cut stone arch label hoodmolds.
The three windows on each side have been replaced with two double hung modern sash windows
placed one on top of the other in each arch. The central window bay on the south

elevation has been expanded to allow for a door to be put In the opening. All the side
window openings still retain their cut stone extradosed arch heads.

A clay block, gable roofed, rear appendage Is centered on the back wall of the structure.
This addition contains a clay block smokestack that extends beyond the roof line. Except
for the smokestack, this alteration is not visible from the road. Interior alterations
Include construction of a basement, reorienting the sanctuary to face east, and the
construction of an Interior stage.

* %%

[ see continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Inationally [ statewide [XJ1ocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]JA [ ]8 []Jc []D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [xJA [ 18 [Jc [Jo [Je [JF [la

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Industry 1844~1896 1844

Community Planning & Development

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above./

The 01d Stratford Methodist-Episcopal Church is being nominated for the National Register
under Criterion A for significance to the areas of Industry and Community Planning and
Development. The property Is associated with the historic mill resources of Liberty and
Delaware Townships, Delaware County, Ohio; Historic Context E.2., Steam-powered mills In
Delaware and Liberty Townships; c. 1840-1896, property type F. 5., "Stone Chureh".

The church _also meets Criterion Consideration A for religlious properties In that it is
significant for historical rather than religious reasons.

The land on which the church was buillt was part of a 625 acre farm belonging to Forrest
Meeker, an early farmer and mill owner, from 1811-1842, Meeker sold another section of
his property which included the mill to Judge Hosea Willlams and Caleb Howard who
remodeled the mill for paper production. The new mill owners proceeded to construct
housing for mill workers and In 1841 the name Stratford was given to the growing mill
community. Up to this point religious services for the workers were held In a frame
boarding house. Because no one Protestant group was dominant In the community, the
services were led by an assortment of guest ministers from the town of Delaware.

In 1842 the mil| owners recognized the need for a permanent church. They provided
building materials and the labor was provided by the mill workers. The land was donated
by Forrest Meeker, the former millowner. By the time construction was finished in 1844,
the larger number of Methodists in the community dictated the denomination of the new
church. A stone parsonage was built c. 1860 on lot #15 In Stratford for the minister. A
comparison between historic and modern maps Indicate the parsonage has been demolished.

See map A.

The owners of the paper mill and the mill workers both played an Integral part In the
building of the Stratford Church, giving the structure strong association with industry In
Stratford. Providing for the needs of a work force large enough to operate the mill
Included providing for a worship space, religion being a central aspect of most people's
Iives in the 19th century.

[x] see continuation sheet
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The church Is also significant under Community Planning and Development for its
association with the growth of the "mill village" of Stratford. Although the mill was the
economic focus of the village, being the reason the community existed, the church provided
a spiritual and social focus for the small hamlet, enabling the residents to develop a
sense of community beyond the workplace. Now that the paper mill structures are gone the
presence of the church helps convey the sense of a historic community to passing motorists

on U.S. Rt. 23,

With the closing of the paper mill in 1896, the church had to rely on membership support
from local farming families. In 1933 the bell tower was remodeled. In 1938 the
congregation received funds to remodel the church Interior. A stage was built and the
sanctuary was re-oriented to face east and an east entrance installed. A kitchen was
added with an addition to the rear of the building and a basement with a furnace was
installed. In the 1960s, the congregation moved to a new building and sold the old stone

church to private owners.

The nominated structure meets the registration requirements of property type F.5., Stone
Church, as well as the integrity requirements for consideration under Criterion A. The
property Is located on Its original site and retains the important features of its
setting, namely the openness of the area and its proximity to the mill workers houses. The
dominant historic |imestone material of the structure is intact, along with the original
roof profile. The church also retains the basic features of its design necessary to convey
its historic function. The basilica plan is still evident and the overall massing
proportions, roof profile, elements of the structural system and fenestration pattern are

all intact.

*% %%



9. Major Bibliographical References

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested

D previously listed in the National Register

[:] previously determined eligible by the National Register

Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark

[:]recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

Drecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

[X] see continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
State historic preservation office

[_]Other State agency

[ ]Federal agency

[JLocal government

[ Juniversity

[Jother

Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data

less than one

Acreage of property

UTM References
All,7] (3]2,4]4,9,0] |4,41]5,8]0,3,0]
Zone Easting Northing

(o3 TN B I PO TR O I T O
USGS map for related MPD 1listing

B |4 | I T T B N R A
Zone  Easting Northing
D| | l [ T T I T T B

D See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at a point on the centerline of State Route 315, said point being S. W. from

the point of intersection of the centerlines of State Route 315 and U.S. 23; thence N.

86-36' W. 144.65 feet to an iron pipe, passing over an iron pipe at 44.65 feet; thence S.
02-04' W. 110 feet to an iron pipe; thence S. 86-36' E. 144.65 feet to the centerline of
State Route 315, passing over an iron pin (found) ﬂilloo feet; thence N. 0204' E. along

th centerline of State Route 315, 110 feet to the [(X]See continuation sheet point of the beginning

Boundary Justification

The nominated property is that which is historically associated with the nominated
structure.

DSee continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitie See Continuation Sheet
organization date May, 1991
street & number telephone

city or town state zZip code
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Verbal Boundary Description

Q3AOUddY

GENERAL WARRANTY DEED *
ZSIPM A, COL® and KARGAREY 112t oLz, jus “1fe, and
THOAS 3. COLT and AART o ez, His Wife,

RICia30 L. siypscy aAnd ALEXE L. SIvPsom . whose ’Sl-mo'l-'n, oddress iy
the following REAL PROPERTY: Situcted in the County of Celaware in the Stat '

- . '
of Ohio and > the Township of  Delavare .

Eeing in
:= Range 19, Township &, Section 1, Part of Lot 13, United States Military

centerlin ng
g :‘::.:':uu Route 315, 110.00 feet to the point of beginning. Contain-

The above description prepared from o survey
Fremises last conveyed in Deed Book No. 2%, pz-';:ezd.l;c:l;:ke;on. o
Fage 263, Recarder's Office, Delsvare County, Chio, - 10,

Prioe Instrument Reterance: Vol. 330 Poge 735 of the Deed Records of Delavare

' 408 4572 |

County, Okio. hrwnﬁéol-clhi.ﬁalmmo, wives of Bovtetinboodit the ~
.

Grontors relecses oif ights of dower therein. Withey

of  September .19 76,

Signed ond ocknowledged ; 3
e Bl ;':,'";.9' A7/

ol -’ T s .

-.—/ . ‘,L‘ 5. LOL
A ; . P
FAN L)
-é‘?l‘:f?%? ’“’""F?‘Oéeég
Sl?colObo Co;wyd Belawers Surlin o
BE IT REMEMBERED, That on i, /6% dy o September . 1976, befors me,
'M. lubacn'bor o l:otu-y Public  in and for sord county. personclly came,

Thecas B, Cole and Mary Ann Cole, His Wife the G '
] i3 | rontor(s, the
foregoing Deed, ond ocknowledged "g vgaing thereot fobe . their voluntory oct o-: :nd

IN TESTIMONY THEREOF, | have

ond yeor oforesoid.

E)

it i C-aoGErs
This instrument woy pPrepared by Jume w. 1-1.7,,.,,. ',,,‘Z" Nolery Pubie, Butiw & Homirog C. “L
Srbwwe Covty W&W Jon 20, 1979 ,«

vur-::‘r’cn ) _iyﬂ 1- 1877

Tiock ~

-_(Ecao.'.: June 10tn 977

FEcorp

-hh&m—me'&mh.‘ &‘m—‘u%
LAt 4":14‘:;" D \
. :‘, o = _covany S€25uen e
-, ~J«"r- Y ' ~
= g ; - —w—— |
. /4,’/(" /:/_U-/_/
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I. FORM PREPARED BY:

Sandra Davies, Regional Coordinator
Ohio Historic Preservation Office
1982 Velma Avenue

Columbus, OH 43211

Telephone 614/297-2470

Assisted by the following residents of Stratford:

Jean Ball, Project Chairperson
1989 Stratford Road
Delaware, OH

Martha Babington
45 Stratford Drive
Delaware, OH

Richard Noll
2263 Stratford Road
Delaware, OH

Art Ten Eyck
410 Bunty Station Road
Delaware, OH

Johnnie Wygant
2249 Stratford Road
Delaware, OH

Judy K. Brozek
944 W. Orange Road
Delaware, OH

Edited by Jeff Winstel
National Register Manager
Ohio Historic Preservation Office
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Photograph list

Photographer: Richard Noll

Date: June 1990

Location of Negatives: Delaware County Historical Society
1. S.E. Elevation

2. N.E. Elevation

3. Rear Addition, S.W. Elevation

4, Rear Addition, N.W. Elevation

5. Interior, S.W. Corner

6. Interior Loft Area, East End



VAP (B)

HISTORIC MILL-RELATED PROPERTIES
STRATFORD, DELAWARE COUNTY, OKIO

1) i1l worker House )

2) Mil) worker House #2

3) Mill worker House #3

4) Mil) workér House #4

$) Mi)) worker House #5

6) Norman D. Perry House & Farm

7) George Bieber House and Farm

8) Forrest Meeker Mouse and Farm

9) Stratford Methodist Episcopal Church
10) Mi1) worker Boarding House

- Contributing properties: Nl

Non-contributing properties: (]
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY Stratford Methodist Episcopal Church
NAME :

MULTIPLE Historic Mill-Related Resources of Liberty and Delaware Town
NAME : ships MPS

STATE & COUNTY: OHIO, Delaware

DATE RECEIVED: 8/19/91 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 9/04/91
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 9/20/91 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 10/03/91
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 91001436
NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N
COMMENT WAIVER: N

/N / dntered in tha
_ ¥ ACCEPT ___RETURN ___REJECT /Qi 3/57 DATE ¢a%ional Hoglite

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

RECOM. /CRITERIA
REVIEWER
DISCIPLINE

DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N



CLASSIFICATION

count resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION

historic current

DESCRIPTION

architectural classification
materials
descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE
Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

____summary paragraph

____completeness

___clarity

____applicable criteria

____justification of areas checked
___relating significance to the resource
____context

___relationship of integrity to significance
___Justification of exception

____other

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs boundary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation

OTHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Phone

Signed Date
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500478




