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1. Name 

:RS use 

received MAl' 

date entered 

historic luka Ravine H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

and/or common Same 

2. Location 
street & number M u l t i p l e - See at tached map not for publication 

city, town Columbus vicinity of congressional district #15 

state Oh i 0 code 039 county F r a n k l i n code 049 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status 

^ occupied 
Present Use 

^ district public 
Status 

^ occupied agriculture museum 
^ park building(s) private unoccupied commercial 

museum 
^ park 

structure _)Lboth work in progress educational X private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered _JL_ yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 

M/A no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name M u l t i p l e 

street & number 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. F r a n k l i n County A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g 

street & number 410 South High S t ree t 

city, town Columbus state Ohio 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Ohio H i s t o r i c Inven to ry has this property been determined elegible? . yes . no 

date A p r i l - Ju ly 1984 federal state county . local 

depository for survey records Ohio H i s t o r i c Preserva t ion O f f i c e 

city, town Columbus state Ohio 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X_ excellent deteriorated unaltered x original site 
X- good ruins X altered moved date 

fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The luka Ravine Historic District is an early 20th century neighborhood in 
Columbus, Ohio, between Indianola Avenue and North Fourth Street approximately 
35 blocks north of the center of town. I t contains 53" houses and apartment 
buildings, most of which are located on the edge of the wooded ravine. 

luka Avenue breaks the rectilinear grid of streets that surround i t as i t curves through 
the ravine. I t travels east under two arched neo-classical bridges which carry 
Indianola and Summit Streets over the ravine and then separates to form luka Park in the 
eastern section of the development. 

The brick streets and stone curbs are largely intact although they have been damaged in 
some places by sewer excavation in recent years. 

The bridges are f i l l e d arch concrete span structures with sandstone balustrades, abutments 
and wings cut in a rusticated stone pattern and highly detailed classical moldings. The 
Indianola Avenue bridge has a sixty five foot span and the Summit Street bridge has a 
sixty foot span. Stairways lead from the bridges down to the ravine. The bridges 
originally had ornamented iron lighting standards attached to the balustrades. 

The architecture of the ravine is a varied collection of craftsman and early 20th 
century revival styles. Charles Inscho and Frank L. Packard are two of the well known 
Columbus architects represented. 

The front lots of the houses facing the ravine are generally wooded with ground cover 
and often have meandering stone steps, walkways and retaining walls that travel down 
the slope to the road. 

The following buildings in the luka Ravine Historic District are representative of the 
quality and diversity of the architecture found there. They are keyed with numbers to 
the attached district map. 

1. 2112 luka Avenue (Ca. 1906): This hybrid building has some Dutch Colonial influence, 
with its partial gambrel roof and flared, wood shingled second floor. The exposed 
basement and f i r s t floor are built of rock faced concrete block. One of the 
f i r s t houses built on luka,it is sited closer to the road and park than the other 
houses, but its turn-of-the-century rustic feeling sets the tone for the area.(Photo 31) 

2. 2104 luka (Ca. 1914): This house, influenced by the English Cottage style, was 
built for J. Willis Blue. I t has irregular massing around a high spreading gable 
that takes in the second and third floor. (Photo #25) 

3. 2098 luka (1914): This Tudor Revival House also has Craftsman influences. It 
features a brick f i r s t floor, stucco and half-timbering on the second floor, grouped 
casement windows and an open porch with projecting scrolled rafters. The architect 
was Charles Inscho who designed several houses in the area. (Photo #24) 
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12. 2090 Summit Street (1909): Part of the same group described in 11. (Photo #47) 

13 2107 luka (Ca 1914): This craftsman semi-bungelow is one of several in the district. 
Its detailing includes exposed rafters and open porch supported ^ypaii^ed square 
posts with diagonal bracing on high boulder stone bases. (Photo #̂ 9) 

14 2123 luka (Ca 1910): This small lodge was moved here from the Ohio State Fairgrounds 
in 1906 by William J. Davidson who used i t as a residence while his own home was 
being constructed on adjacent property. (Photo #33) 

15 2132 luka (1918): This English Country House is L-shaped with exposed basement on 
the north side. I t has a two story gabled bay window on facade n̂d a brick 
segmentally arched open porch on the south side. (Photo #34) 

16 2139 luka (Ca 1923): A fine Dutch Colonial Revival house located on a triangular 
lot where luka and Northwood converge at N. Fourth Street. Random coursed stone 
extends around the f i r s t floor. The main entrance has sidelights and fan light 
transoms. #37) 

The following buildings are considered intrusive to the luka Ravine Historic District 
due to the use of modern construction materials and incompatible styling. Although 
they are non-conforming i t is not fe l t that they greatly distract from the overall 
integrity of the district. 

1. 2135 luka: A three story stone apartment building. (Photo #36) 

2. 2127 luka: A three story brick apartment building. (Photo #32) 

3. 2103 luka: A three story brick apartment building. (Photo #27) 

4. 2020-2030 luka: A two story frame apartment building. (Photo #8) 

5. 2016-2018 luka: A two story stone and frame apartment building. (Photo #6) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning X_ landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _X_ architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

_X-190O- communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1905-1925 Bui lder /Arch i tec t v a r i o u s - - see beloW 

Sta tement of S ign i f i cance (in one paragraph) t e r i o n C 

The luka Ravine Historic District was the f i r s t development in Columbus, Ohio to take 
advantage of an existing natural landscape, retaining old forest trees and using 
curvilinear street patterns. I t is significant for its architecture and landscape 
architecture, the combination of which sets an example for many early 20th century 
developments in and around the city. 
luka Avenue is the most important and intact component in a group of curvilinear streets 
in rolling or ravine-like terrain that travels between North Fourth Street and High 
Street just east of Ohio State University. Developed in the early twentieth century, 
these streets are the f i r s t break in the otherwise relentless rectilinear grid street 
pattern that travels north from downtown Columbus. 

This area developed as a middle to upper middle class neighborhood with many substantial 
homes. It was known as the Indianola District, named for Indianola Farm, which 
encompassed the entire area during much of the nineteenth century. This farm was part 
of the extensive land holdings of William Neil, who came to Columbus in 1818 and 
eventually became one of the city's most prominent businessmen. 

During the period of 1900-1920, Ohio State University was experiencing its f i r s t large 
stage of growth, with the Oval at the center of campus taking the basic shape and 
appearance that i t has today. I t is probable that the proximity to the University as 
well as the beauty of the terrain were influential in causing the upper middle class 
nature of the area. 

While there were Ohio State University professors who built homes here, they were not 
in the majority originally. An examination of City Directories of the period shows 
that the original residents were mainly businessmen and professionals. Several 
presidents and vice-presidents of various firms as well as doctors, lawyers and architects 
are listed. There are two fraternity houses on luka Ravine that appear to have been 
built for that purpose around 1910, In the 1920s, 1940s and 1950s the area did become 
something of an O.S.U. professor's enclave. 

Formed from two different real estate additions, luka Ravine evolved into its final 
configuration over a period of about twenty years. There does not appear to have been 
an i n i t i a l master plan, and several people had a hand in its development at various 
times. This makes the result all the more remarkable. 

Among the more prominent people who were involved were Eli P, Evans and Edgar 
P. Kinhead, both Common Pleas Court judges, Robert Thompson, the Franklin 
County Recorder in the 1890s and William J. Davidson, a business and real estate man. 
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The eastern half of the district between North Fourth Street and Summit Street was 
platted in 1892 as part of a larger area called the Indianola Summit Addition, This 
addition was owned and promoted by the Summit Land Company of which Eli P, Evans was 
president. No houses were built on the ravine until 1906 when William J, Davidson 
purchased most of the property in the eastern half and built a large house for himself. 
Now demolished, this house was on a large piece of ground encompassing several lots 
near the corner of luka Avenue and North Fourth Street, As Davidson sold these lots 
his home eventually became surrounded with the smaller houses that remain today. The 
rubble stone wall with pylons that surround many of the properties on the north side 
of the ravine is a remnant from his original property. 

The western half of the district between Summit Street and Indianola Avenue was platted 
in 1906 as the Indianola Forest Addition, The original intention as indicated on the 
plat map was to mirror the divided avenue and park found in the eastern half. However, 
this was not carried out since luka Avenue runs down the center of the ravine. When the 
brick roadway was constructed in 1908, the ravine was made shallower by placing its 
creek bed in a vaulted storm drain under the road. 

At this point both halves of the district were cut off from each other since Summit 
Street was carried across the ravine on a high dirt f i l l . At the western end of the 
district Indianola Avenue was broken by the steep ravine banks. This situation was 
rectified in 1912 when construction began on the two bridges, which unified and defined 
the ravine development as i t exists today. 

These beautifully proportioned, segmentally arched bridges are faced with cut sand ' f 
stone, toppedwith stone balustrades and classical moldings. The Summit Street bridge 
was identified as being eligible for the National Register through the Ohio Department 
of Transportation bridge survey. Both bridges are an essential and integral part of 
the ravine district. The quality of their material and detailing is the finest in 
Columbus, 

The architecture found on or near the ravine is a fine collection of interesting early, 
twentieth century residences and apartment buildings, mostly constructed between 1905 
and 1920, English revival styles such as Tudor Cottage and Country House are common as 
well as Dutch Colonial and Craftsman styles. Newspaper accounts from the period indicate 
that most of the houses were designed by architects, Charles Inscho designed several 
houses including the exceptional ones for himself, Frank Packard designed the large 
house at 2096 luka for Frank Davis. 

As landscape architecture, luka Ravine is an example of an existing natural landscape 
that has been artfully manipulated by manmade works in the tradition of Frederick Law 
Olmstead. The Indianola bridge on the west forms an entrance from which the ravine 
slowly reveals itself as the road curves through lush wooded greenery. On either side 
of the road the ravine rises to the houses above, which are screened by trees and 
plantings interspersed with a variety of meandering stone steps, garden walls, boulders •• 
and wild flowers. After one rounds a curve the Summit Street bridge appears, forming 
an entrance to the eastern half. Here, the road divides and forms a park, finally 
ending at North Fourth Street, Isolated by its bridges from the heavy traffic of the 
north-south streets, luka Ravine becomes a separate, hidden environment beneath and 
behind the surrounding rectilinear streets. 
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Many of the houses display design character is t ics of the ear ly twentieth century English 
Revival s ty le and the turn-of - the-century Arts and Craft movement in the i r use of stone, 
wood, and other natural mater ia ls , sloping roof l i n e s , stucco and small paned casement 
windows. In a rch i tec ture , layout and landscape the luka Ravine His tor ic D i s t r i c t is an 
in tac t example of the romantic na tu ra l i s t i c nlanning of the turn-of - the-century . 
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Beginning at the southwest corner of luka Ave. and N. 4th St. go south 
along the west curb of N. 4th St. until the southeast corner of parcel 
number 53814; then west and south along the rear property lines of those 
parcels facing luka Ave. along southern side until the southwest corner of 
parcel number 52078 and luka Ave.; then west along south curb of luka Ave. 
for app. 166 f t . ; then along rear property lines of those parcels facing 
luka Ave. along southern side to the southwest corner of parcel number 
23834; then west across Indianola Ave. to Include parcel number 39213; then 
east to the east curb of Indianola Ave.; then north along said curb to 
northwest corner of parcel number 6180; then east and north along rear 
property lines of those parcels facing luka Ave. along northern side until 
east curb of Summit St.; then north along said curb to the northwest corner 
of parcel number 54999; then east and north along rear property lines of 
those parcels facing luka Ave. along northern side to point of beginning. 
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O resubmission 
CU nomination by person or local government 
CU owner objection 
CU appeal >*''̂  

Substantive Review: CU sample CU request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due 
Action 

2 7 1986 

ue: 
•• '-^'ACCEPT JS--J^—^4, 

.RETURN. 

.REJECT_ 
Federal Agency: 

CD appeal ^ R decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criter/^_ 
Reviewer _ 
Discipline. 
Date 

c 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CU good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

• ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

• unaltered 

• altered 

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check ona 

• original site 

• moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Checic and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness v •. 
I I clarity 
• applicable criteria ' ' 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

A . 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

G P O 91 B - 4 5 0 










































































































































































































