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1. Name 

Historic NEW INDIANOLA HISTORIC DISTRICT 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & numtjer see attached map not for publication 

city, town Columbus vicinity of 

state Ohio code 039 county F rank l i n code 0/49 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip s ta tus Present Use 

district public • ' ' • >5 occupied • ''' i agriculture museum 
building(s) K private ' ' • unoccupied commercial — park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

•. being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation •. being considered 
X no military other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name 
NA 

street & number 

city, town / ' . vicinity of State 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. F r ank l i n County Adminis t ra t ion Bui ld ing 

street & number 410 S. High St. 

city, town 
Columbus 

state Ohio 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Ohio Historic Inventory has this property been determined eligible? yes ^ no 

date 1976 federal x state county local 

depository for survey records Ohio Historic Preservation Office, 1-71 and 17th Ave. 

city, town 
Columbus 

state 
Ohio 



7. Descr ipt ion 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated y unaltered x original site 

-41^ good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The d i s t r i c t under c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n c l u d e s 116 p a r c e l s of l a n d 
which c o n t a i n a v a r i e t y of r e s i d e n t i a l r e n t a l s t r u c t u r e s of a j, ' 
remarkably u n i f i e d c h a r a c t e r . '•- ' . 

The l a n d w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t boundaries was p l a t t e d i n 19 16 
p a r t l y as the New I n d i a n o l a P a r c e l s and p a r t l y as the New I n d i a n o l a 
A d d i t i o n ; a s m a l l piece a t the n o r t h e r n end was p l a t t e d as Dennison's 
Summit A d d i t i o n . By 1921 Columbus developer Charles F. Johnson had 
b u i l t a l l the p r e s e n t l y s t a n d i n g s t r u c t u r e s i n the d i s t r i c t , w i t h the 
e x c e p t i o n of two i n t r u s i o n s . , - r-, . - * 

' The d i s t r i c t c o n t a i n s no s t r u c t u r e s which c o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d 
p i v o t a l ; but a p a r t from thwe two minor i n t r u s i o n s , a l l the s t r u c t u r e s 
c o n t r i b u t e t o the d i s t r i c t ' s c h a r a c t e r . 

A l l the d i s t r i c t ' s s t r u c t u r e s are two or two-an*d-a h a l f s t o r i e s 
i n h e i g h t , and a l l but a few are b u i l t of b r i c k . Some b u i l d i n g s have 
l o s t t h e i r porches, but a t one time f r o n t porches were u n i v e r s a l 
t h r o u g h o u t the d i s t r i c t , and on many s t r u c t u r e s the porches are the 
p r i n c i p a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l elements. S l a t e r o o f s are common t h r o u g h o u t 
the d i s t r i c t on the s i n g l e - f a m i l y s t r u c t u r e s and duplexes; f l a t 
b u i l t - u p r o o f s p r e v a i l on the m u l t i - f a m i l y rows and on the " c o u r t " 
b u i l d i n g s which were b u i l t i n f o u r p a i r s set p e r p e n d i c u l a r t o F o u r t h 
S t r e e t . 

Boundaries d e p i c t e d on the a t t a c h e d map were s e l e c t e d because 
they enclose an area of remarkable a r c h i t e c t u r a l cohesiveness; photos 
are i n c l u d e d t h a t show how d i s t i n c t l y the area's c h a r a c t e r changes 
once one leaves the d i s t r i c t . As discus s e d i n the Statement of 
S i g n i f i c a n c e , r e s e a r c h f o r t h i s n o m i n a t i o n i n c l u d e d a study of s i m i l a r 
r e s i d e n t i a l r e n t a l s t r u c t u r e s t h r o u g h o u t Columbus. Nowhere was t h e r e 
the same c o n c e n t r a t i o n of r e n t a l h o u s i n g , and no area had the same 
l e v e l of i n t e g r i t y as the proposed d i s t r i c t . 

The two i n t r u s i o n s are a t w o - s t o r y g a b l e - r o o f e d apartment 
b u i l d i n g a t 359-361 C h i t t e n d e n , and a s e r v i c e s t a t i o n a t the n o r t h e a s t 
corner of F o u r t h S t r e e t and E l e v e n t h Avenue (t h o u g h i t should be noted 
t h a t t h i s s i t e has been used as a s e r v i c e s t a t i o n s i t e s i n c e about . 
1920). 

The New Indianola Historic D i s t r i c t i s comprised of approximately seven blocks and i s 
located along the west side of N. Fourth St. between 7th and Chittenden Aves. and along 
Chittenden and Eleventh Aves. between N. Fourth St. and Grant Ave. Of the ninety-three 
buildings comprising the d i s t r i c t ninety contribute and three are considered intrusions. 

J ' .i . ri ' • • • • ' • • • : 7f • . • • 1 , • ' . f . " vj • f • W 
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The a p p r o x i m a t e l y 90 b u i l d i n g s i n t h i s d i s t r i c t f a l l i n t o s i x 
d i f f e r e n t t y p e s , and a l l were b u i l t between 1916 and 1921: 

1. Two or two-and-a-half s t o r y b r i c k d u p l e x . N e a r l y a l l are of 
w i r e - c u t b r i c k , w i t h p l a i n w a l l s u r f a c e s and w i t h p l a i n l y -
f i n i s h e d stone l i n t e l s and s i l l s . These s t r u c t u r e s have gable or hip 
r o o f s , gable end t o the s t r e e t , w i t h the m a j o r i t y having been 
r e - r o o f e d w i t h a s p h a l t s h i n g l e s . A n e a r l y u n i v e r s a l f e a t u r e i s a 
l a r g e and prominent f r o n t porch c o v e r i n g the e n t i r e facade. 
Windows are one-over-one double-hung sash, and doors have l a r g e 
p l a t e g l a s s windows. The duplexes have s y m m e t r i c a l facades and, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y on C h i t t e n d e n Avenue, are set back from the s t r e e t 
and s i t s e v e r a l f e e t above s i d e w a l k l e v e l on r a i s e d y a r d s . Photos 1,5,6,7,3 

10,12,20,22,28,29,35 
2. Two or two-and-a-half s t o r y b r i c k s i n g l e f a m i l y . These 
s t r u c t u r e s n e a r l y d u p l i c a t e the appearance of the duplexes, 
except t h a t they tend t o be na r r o w e r , and t h e i r facades have 
asymme t r i c a l c o m p o s i t i o n s . Photos 5,8,9 

3. Two or two-and-a-half s t o r y frame s i n g l e f a m i l y or duplex. 
Only one of each e x i s t s i n the d i s t r i c t , and both are on the 
n o r t h s i d e of C h i t t e n d e n , set up above the s t r e e t . They echo i n 
frame c o n s t r u c t i o n the s i m p l e , unadorned appearance of the 
predominant b r i c k s t r u c t u r e s : wide and deep f r o n t porches, gable 
ends t o the s t r e e t , one-over-one window sash, and minimal 
d e c o r a t i o n and d e t a i l i n g . Photos 3,9 

4. Two or two-and-a-half s t o r y b r i c k f o u r - f a m i l y . These are 
co n c e n t r a t e d along E l e v e n t h Avenue. They are s i t e d a t grade 
l e v e l and are set back enough from the s i d e w a l k t o a l l o w generous 
f r o n t porches. The porches sometimes extend as a s i n g l e porch 
across the e n t i r e facade, and i n o t h e r i n s t a n c e s each entrance 
has i t s own porch . Facades l i n e up i n a s i n g l e p l a n e , e s p e c i a l l y 
along the south s i d e of E l e v e n t h , g i v i n g the s t r e e t a dense, 
co n t i n u o u s - f a c a d e l o o k . These s t r u c t u r e s g e n e r a l l y have f l a t 
r o o f s , and the parapet areas of the upper w a l l s o f t e n have the 
b r i c k worked i n t o d e c o r a t i v e patterns and pa n e l s . As i n o t h e r 
s t r u c t u r e s i n the d i s t r i c t , windows are almost a l l one-over-one 
double-hung sash, and entrance doors have l a r g e p l a t e g l a s s 
windows. Photos 4,12,13,22,28,29,34 
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5. Two-story m u l t i - f a m i l y b r i c k row. These s t r u c t u r e s are 
s i m i l a r t o the f o u r - f a m i l i e s and, on the south s i d e of E l e v e n t h , 
are i n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h them. They are found a l s o along F o u r t h 
S t r e e t and on E i g h t h and N i n t h Avenues. They share common 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s w i t h the d i s t r i c t ' s o t h e r s t r u c t u r e s : l a r g e 
f r o n t porches, d e c o r a t e d p a r a p e t s , one-over-one sash, and doors 
w i t h windows. L i k e most of the f o u r - f a m i l i e s , the m u l t i - f a m i l i e s 
u s u a l l y have f l a t r o o f s . Some, such as the one at the n o r t h e a s t 
corner of F o u r t h and C h i t t e n d e n , have unusual s i t i n g . Photos 1,2,13,14,15,16, 

17,18,20,21,22,30,33,35 
6. Two-story p a i r e d b r i c k " c o u r t s . " There are f o u r p a i r s i n the 
d i s t r i c t , t h r e e w i t h names as noted on the map. They were b u i l t 
t o be the most d e s i r a b l e r e s i d e n c e s i n the d i s t r i c t , w i t h a 
hig h e r degree of f i n i s h and d e t a i l than o t h e r s t r u c t u r e s . T h e i r 
p r i n c i p a l f e a t u r e i s , of course, t h e i r s i t i n g p e r p e n d i c u l a r t o 
Fou r t h S t r e e t which, t o g e t h e r w i t h a generous setback, helps t o 
i n s u l a t e the apartments from the n o i s e of t r a f f i c on the s t r e e t . 
They are set above s i d e w a l k l e v e l and have steps r i s i n g from the 
s i d e w a l k . Duplex and W i l l o w Courts have two low stone p i l l a r s 
w i t h the c o u r t s ' names i n s c r i b e d , set t o e i t h e r s i d e of the 
sidewalk s t e p s . The b u i l d i n g s are f l a t - r o o f e d w i t h r a i s e d 
p a r a p e t s , except f o r the unnamed c o u r t f a r t h e s t t o the n o r t h , 
which has h i p r o o f s and dormers. Walls are b r i c k ; Duplex Court 
and the unnamed c o u r t have stone quoins a t the c o r n e r s . Other 
f e a t u r e s match those common t o the d i s t r i c t : t w o - s t o r y h e i g h t , 
one-over-one windows, and l a r g e porches ( i n d i v i d u a l or shared 
w i t h a d j a c e n t a p a r t m e n t s ) . Photos 19,23,24,25 

The a t t a c h e d map i d e n t i f i e s the c a t e g o r y of each s t r u c t u r e i n the 
d i s t r i c t . C h i t t e n d e n Avenue has mos t l y duplexes, w i t h a few 
f o u r - f a m i l i e s and rows; E l e v e n t h Avenue has a l a r g e number of 
rows and some duplexes; and F o u r t h S t r e e t i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by the 
f o u r p a i r e d c o u r t s . 
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There are t h r e e i n t r u s i o n s i n the d i s t r i c t , i d e n t i f i e d on the map 
by X as f o l l o w s : 

XI — 359-361 C h i t t e n d e n : Two s t o r y 1960-era apar t m e n t s , b r i c k 
veneer c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

X2 -- Nort h e a s t corner of F o u r t h S t r e e t and E l e v e n t h Avenue: Gas 
s t a t i o n . 

X3 — Grant between E l e v e n t h and C h i t t e n d e n : Concrete b l o c k 
garage. 



8. Signifficance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric _X community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 X architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

:x, 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1916-1921 Bui lder /Archi tect c h a r l e s F. J o h n s o n , P p v p l n p . . 

S ta tement of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) C r i t e r i o n C &A 

NEW INDIANOLA HISTORIC DISTRICT^ _ A * ' - •• ' V • " ' 

The r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t c o n t a i n e d i n t h i s n o m i n a t i o n I s of 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r the f o l l o w i n g reasons: 

1. I t i s a d i s t r i c t composed e n t i r e l y of r e n t a l h o u s i n g , and the 
s t r u c t u r e s t h e r e were b u i l t as and have always been used as r e n t a l 
h o using. ' • • ' '' '• - •> • ' ' ; V;.J;j -i;-

2. The d i s t r i c t has a d e n s i t y of r e n t a l housing t h a t i s found 
nowhere e l s e i n the c i t y of Columbus. 

3. The d i s t r i c t displays examples of raany of the major tynes of r e n t a l -
housing found i n the c i t y o f Columbus, r a n g i n g from s i n g l e - f a m i l y and 
duplexes t h r o u g h f o u r - f a m i l i e s , m u l t i - f a m i l y rows and m u l t i - f a m i l y 
" c o u r t s " of p a i r e d s t r u c t u r e s set p e r p e n d i c u l a r t o main s t r e e t s . 

4. The d i s t r i c t has an u n u s u a l l y h i g h degree of i r t t d g r i t ' y . " On 
C h i t t e n d e n Avenue, t h e r e i s one i n c o m p a t i b l e s t r u c t u r e where a house 
has been r e p l a c e d ; and along F o u r t h S t r e e t t h e r e i s a g a s o l i n e s t a t i o n 
w hich i s i n c o m p a t i b l e . Otherwise t h e r e are are no i n t r u s i o n s which 
compromise the area's c h a r a c t e r . 

5. The d i s t r i c t has an unusual degree of a r c h i t e c t u r a l harmony 
which r e s u l t s from the n e a r l y - 1 0 0 % use of b r i c k as a b u i l d i n g 
m a t e r i a l ; a common setback l i n e which may v a r y from s t r e e t t o s t r e e t 
but which i s g e n e r a l l y observed on a g i v e n s t r e e t ; a p a t t e r n of 
r e p e a t i n g porch d e s i g n s , r o o f shapes and para p e t s which t i e s the 
s t r e e t views t o g e t h e r ; and a s i m i l a r i t y of r e n t a l u n i t s i z e which 
r e s u l t s i n a repeated p a t t e r n of b u i l d i n g p r o p o r t i o n s : duplexes are 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y t w i c e the s i z e of s i n g l e - f a m i l y r e n t a l s , f o u r - f a m i l i e s 
are about t w i c e the s i z e of du p l e x e s , and so on. -

6. The d i s t r i c t has a h i s t o r i c cohesiveness due t o the f a c t t h a t 
i t was a l l developed over a v e r y s h o r t p e r i o d of time by a s i n g l e 
d e v e l o p e r . This d e v e l o p e r , Charles F. Johnson, was a major f o r c e i n 
the s u b u r b a n i z a t i o n of Columbus and i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a t o t a l of 99 
suburban s u b d i v i s i o n s i n the c i t y . The New I n d i a n o l a H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t was bought and p l a t t e d by Johnson l i t e r a l l y w i t h i n days of 
the i n c o r p o r a t i o n of h i s development f i r m i n 1916 and thus i s one of ' 
h i s e a r l i e s t p r o j e c t s . The d i s t r i c t i s a w e l l - p r e s e r v e d examp"le of 
World War I - e r a " s t r e e t c a r suburb" t h a t began the t r e n d , i n Columbus 

, away from the c e n t r a l c i t y and toward the f r i n g e a reas. 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 
1916 Abstract of property 
Baist ' s Property Altlases, 1910-1920 
Frank l in County Survey Map, 1937 
Polk's Directories, 19U, 1918, 1924 
Q ^ r ^ K ^ v - r . 1 9 9 1 

Courthouse records, 1916-1979 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property a p p r o x i m a t e l y 18 a c r e s 
Quadrangle name S o u t f i e a s t C o l u m b u s Quadrangle scale 1:24,000 

UT M References 

A n ^1 I o l o 

Zone Easting Northing 

c | l | 7 | l3 |2,9|6,2,d |4,4|2, 8| 0|0| 

E | 1 | 7 | I3l2,9l3.6, d 4,4 2, 8| 3|8,0| 

G I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I I 

iiiZj 
Zone 

| 3 | 2 | 9 |6 |2 |0 | | 4 | 4 | 2 | 8 | 9 i 8 | 0 
Easting Northing 

D | 1 | 7 | 13 |2 ,9 |3 ,9 ,0 | 14 ,4 |2 ,8 |7 ,9 ,0 

F L I L I I I 3 | 2 | 9 | 3 , 1.01 14 ,4 |2 ,8 |3 i8 |0 

f H J—L 

Verbal boundary descr ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t ion 

see continuation sheet ,, i ; f; y j •••'). 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state ^^/\ code county code 

state code county code 

f €% Form Prepared By 
name/title Jeffrey Darbee/ Preservation Consultant 

organization Benjamin D. Rickey & Co. date 3/84 

street & number 391 L i b r a r y Park South telephone 
614-221-0358 

city or town 
Columbus 

state 
Ohio 43215 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify^bat it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the NilUmal Park Service. 

60 State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title MM. — 

date l { h o S r I 
For NPS use only 

Lhereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

^^e^deeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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I n the area of the New I n d i a n o l a d i s t r i c t , a web of s t r e e t c a r l i n e s 
p r o v i d e d , by World War I , the t e c h n o l o g i c a l base t h a t was needed t o 
make i t f e a s i b l e t o l i v e some f o u r m i l e s from downtown Columbus and 
s t i l l m a i n t a i n necessary t i e s t o the c i t y c e n t e r . 

7. I n summary, the New I n d i a n o l a R e s i d e n t i a l D i s t r i c t i s dense, 
w e l l - p r e s e r v e d area of e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y r e n t a l housing which i n 
i t s i n d i v i d u a l s t r u c t u r e s shows a good de a l of v a r i e t y i n 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e s i g n and d e t a i l i n g ; and w h i c h , taken as a whole, has 
the u n i f i e d c h a r a c t e r , the c l e a r boundaries and the f e e l i n g of 
a s s o c i a t i o n and i n t e g r i t y e s s e n t i a l t o a h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . 

As p a r t of the r e s e a r c h f o r t h i s n o m i n a t i o n , a study was 
undertaken t o i d e n t i f y the l o c a t i o n s of i n d i v i d u a l examples and 
groupings of r e n t a l housing i n the c i t y of Columbus. The r e s u l t s are 
p l o t t e d on the accompanying map, where the red areas show 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s of r e n t a l h o u s i n g . The survey work was done on Sanborn 
in s u r a n c e maps from 1921 and 1922. These maps were i d e a l f o r such a 
survey because they were e a r l y enough t o show n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
r e n t a l housing c o n c e n t r a t i o n s which were s t i l l i n e x i s t e n c e i n the 
e a r l y 1920s; and, because the v a s t b u l k of Columbus's housing stock 
p r i o r t o about 1950 was i n p l a c e by the 1920s, the maps a l s o show 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s of b u i l d i n g s which f o r the most p a r t are s t i l l s t a n d i n g 
today. Thus the Sanborn maps p r o v i d e d a v e r y complete p i c t u r e of a l l 
the r e s i d e n t i a l r e n t a l p r o p e r t i e s ever b u i l t i n Columbus. 

I n a d d i t i o n t o the Sanborn maps, the a u t h o r used h i s own 
e x t e n s i v e f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h Columbus a r c h i t e c t u r e , t o g e t h e r w i t h f i e l d 
work, i n r e a c h i n g c o n c l u s i o n s about the r e n t a l housing s t o c k i n the 
New I n d i a n o l a d i s t r i c t . 

Research showed t h a t the area had been p l a t t e d i n the l a t e 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y by Henry C h i t t e n d e n , a prominent Columbus 
businessman. By the t u r n of the c e n t u r y , however, o n l y a few frame 
s t r u c t u r e s had been b u i l t on w i d e l y s c a t t e r e d s i t e s i n the L-shaped 
area of the d i s t r i c t . 

I n 1916 Charles F. Johnson, a major t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y developer 
i n Columbus who developed some 99 s u b d i v i s i o n s , purchased the l a n d i n 
the d i s t r i c t . He re-named the n o r t h e r n p o r t i o n a long C h i t t e n d e n 
Avenue the New I n d i a n o l a P a r c e l s , and the area t o the south along 
F o u r t h S t r e e t became the New I n d i a n o l a A d d i t i o n . 
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The Sanborn maps show t h a t by 1921 and 1922, every e x t a n t 
s t r u c t u r e i n the d i s t r i c t , except the i n t r u s i o n s , had been b u i l t . 
T his r e p r e s e n t e d a l a r g e amount of c o n s t r u c t i o n over a s h o r t p e r i o d of 
t i m e , and i t was undoubtedly done t o tap the r e s i d e n t i a l r e n t a l market 
c r e a t e d by the presence of the J e f f r e y M a n u f a c t u r i n g Company ( m i n i n g 
machinery) a few bl o c k s t o the s o u t h , and The Ohio St a t e U n i v e r s i t y a 
few b l o c k s t o the west. I n a d d i t i o n , the c i t y ' s s t r e e t c a r system by 
t h i s time p r o v i d e d easy access t o downtown Columbus v i a F o u r t h S t r e e t , 
making t h i s r e l a t i v e l y "suburban" l o c a t i o n a f e a s i b l e place t o l i v e 
even w i t h o u t an a u t o m o b i l e . 

Research i n Columbus c i t y d i r e c t o r i e s from 1914, 1918 and 1924 
p r o v i d e d a r e v e a l i n g p i c t u r e of how the New I n d i a n o l a d i s t r i c t changed 
the area i n which i t was b u i l t . R e s i d e n t i a l l i s t i n g s from 1914, when 
what would become the I n d i a n o l a d i s t r i c t was s t i l l l a r g e l y vacant 
l a n d , i n d i c a t e t h a t most r e s i d e n t s of the area were w o r k i n g - c l a s s 
people. The d i r e c t o r y f o r 1914 l i s t e d c o n t r a c t o r s , m a c h i n i s t s , 
p a i n t e r s , c a s h i e r s , r a i l r o a d employees, policemen and groc e r s as area 
r e s i d e n t s . 

By 1918, when c o n s i d e r a b l e c o n s t r u c t i o n had oc c u r r e d on 
Ch i t t e n d e n Ave., E l e v e n t h Ave., and F o u r t h S t r e e t , a change i n the 
p o p u l a t i o n mix was e v i d e n t . Southard C o u r t , one of f o u r b u i l t on the 
east s i d e of F o u r t h S t r e e t , had been completed and occu p i e d , and i t s 
occupants i n c l u d e d the s e c r e t a r y / t r e a s u r e r of a m i l l i n g company, the 
s e c r e t a r y of a b u i l d i n g and l o a n a s s o c i a t i o n , s e v e r a l commercial 
t r a v e l e r s ( t r a v e l i n g salesmen), a t e a c h e r , and an ins u r a n c e agent. 

The 1924 d i r e c t o r y , which l i s t e d occupants of a l l f o u r of the 
" c o u r t " developments, l i s t e d occupants w i t h s i m i l a r m i d d l e - c l a s s 
o c c u p a t i o n s . The f o u r c o u r t developments appeared t o be the most 
d e s i r a b l e (and p r o b a b l y the most expensive) h o u s i n g , f o r n e a r l y every 
occupant h e l d some k i n d of m i d d l e - c l a s s ( o f f i c e , p r o f e s s i o n a l or 
sel f - e m p l o y e d ) j o b r a t h e r than a w o r k i n g - c l a s s ( s e r v i c e , manual l a b o r ) 
p o s i t i o n . Such m i d d l e - c l a s s people a l s o s p i l l e d over i n t o r e n t a l 
p r o p e r t i e s nearby on C h i t t e n d e n , E l e v e n t h and F o u r t h . 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
(3^) Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
inventory—Nomination Form 
New Indianola His to r i c D i s t r i c t , Columbus, Frankl in County, Ohio 
Continuation sheet 3 Item number 8 Page 4 

Thus the New I n d i a n o l a d i s t r i c t worked both an a r c h i t e c t u r a l and 
a s o c i a l change upon i t s area of the c i t y ; i t helped t o draw 
h i g h e r - s t a t u s and higher-income people out of the c i t y toward the 
suburban a r e a s . I n Columbus, the New I n d i a n o l a d i s t r i c t i s i m p o r t a n t 
because i t has s u r v i v e d e s s e n t i a l l y i n t a c t ; we today can see the same 
p h y s i c a l environment t h a t proved so a t t r a c t i v e t o the e a r l y 
e x - u r b a n i t e s who f i r s t p o p u l a t e d the area. 

The area's r a p i d development i n a few years c o n t r i b u t e d i n l a r g e 
p a r t t o i t s c o n s i s t e n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l c h a r a c t e r . While i n d i v i d u a l 
s t r u c t u r e s have a good d e a l of t r i m and d e t a i l i n g , i n an e f f o r t t o 
gi v e them some c h a r a c t e r and i n d i v i d u a l i t y , o v e r a l l the d i s t r i c t ' s 
s t r u c t u r e s f i t t o g e t h e r w e l l , g i v i n g the area a u n i f i e d f e e l i n g . 

I n o t h e r areas of the c i t y t h e r e was, of course, e x t e n s i v e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of r e n t a l h o u s i n g , much of i t s i m i l a r i n design t o t h a t 
i n the New I n d i a n o l a d i s t r i c t . Some area s , e s p e c i a l l y t o the west and 
n o r t h where the U n i v e r s i t y r e n t a l market was even s t r o n g e r , approached 
the d e n s i t y of the New IndiaTola d i s t r i c t , but none has s u r v i v e d so 
i n t a c t . F i e l d work and r e s e a r c h have c o n f i r m e d t h a t o t h e r areas 
e i t h e r never had the c o n c e n t r a t i o n of housing found i n the d i s t r i c t , 
or t h a t those areas have been so compromised by a l t e r a t i o n s t o and 
lo s s of s t r u c t u r e s t h a t they do not q u a l i f y as d i s t r i c t s . 

The district is a significant early example of the streetcar suburb in Columbus 
conorised of rental units. These rental units are not exceptional architecturally 
for their stylistic ornamentation but are significant as important building types 
conveying a period in the development of rental housing in Columbus. 
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Inclusive Street Numbers: 

North Fourth Street: 1332 to 1486 
Chittenden Avenue: 305 to 415 
Eighth Avenue: 211 to 217 
Ninth Avenue: 287 to 294 
Eleventh Avenue: 299 to 406 

B e g i n n i n g a t the c e n t e r of the i n t e r s e c t i o n of C h i t t e n d e n 
Avenue and N o r t h F o u r t h S t r e e t , s o u t h a l o n g the c e n t e r l i n e on 
N o r t h F o u r t h S t r e e t t o a p o i n t 111 f e e t n o r t h of the n o r t h l i n e 
of East Seventh Avenue; east t o the r e a r p r o p e r t y l i n e s of the 
p r o p e r t i e s a l o n g the east s i d e of N o r t h F o u r t h S t r e e t ; n o r t h 
along the r e a r p r o p e r t y l i n e s of the p r o p e r t i e s a l o n g N o r t h 
F o u r t h S t r e e t t o the c e n t e r p o i n t of the a l l e y south of E l e v e n t h 
Avenue; east a l o n g t h i s a l l e y t o the c e n t e r p o i n t of Grant Avenue; 
n o r t h along the c e n t e r l i n e of Grant Avenue t o the i n t e r s e c t i o n 
w i t h the r e a r p r o p e r t y l i n e s of the p r o p e r t i e s a l o n g the n o r t h 
s i d e of C h i t t e n d e n Avenue; west along the r e a r p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 
the p r o p e r t i e s on the n o r t h s i d e of C h i t t e n d e n Avenue t o the 
c e n t e r p o i n t of the a l l e y east of N o r t h F o u r t h S t r e e t ; south t o 
the n o r t h boundary l i n e of the p a r c e l numbered 107; west to the 
c e n t e r p o i n t of N o r t h F o u r t h S t r e e t ; and south t o the p o i n t of 
b e g i n n i n g . 
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Ohio Historic Preservation Office Summary 

During the state review of the New Indianola Historic D i s t r i c t nomination, several 
questions which reflected the view of one of the members of the Ohio Historic Site 
Preservation Advisory Board who cast a dissenting vote against the proposed d i s t r i c t 
nomination were submitted to the Ohio Historic Preservation Office after the board 
had voted to give the nomination f i n a l approval. The form preparer was given the 
opportunity to respond to the questions raised. Attached are both the i n i t i a l questions 
and the form preparer's responses. 

The Ohio Historic Preservation Office feels that the New Indianola Historic D i s t r i c t 
meets the National Register c r i t e r i a A and C and possesses the i n t e g r i t y of location, 
design, setting and materials. 

The area h i s t o r i c a l l y and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y represents an important aspect of early twentieth 
century building a c t i v i t y and development i n Columbus, that of multi-family residences. 
The nomination clea r l y breaks down and describes the d i f f e r e n t types of multi-family 
housing types represented within the d i s t r i c t and provides a discussion of t h e i r relationship 
to one another as well as to other similar properties within the rest of the c i t y . Their 
architecture represents, while not that of luxury highrise apartments or even picturesque 
suburban apartments, but a functional style of urban architecture which i s highly prevalent 
and therefore highly representative of working class housing i n the early twentieth century. 
VVhat makes th i s concentration of multi-family residences s i g n i f i c a n t i s the h i s t o r i c a l 
evidence; the e f f o r t s of one developer, the short period of intense building a c t i v i t y , the 
influence of the streetcar on the development's location and i t s proximity to major 
employers (an industry and university) , a l l combiaingate"ereate.'"this?area and portraying 
this aspect of urban development i n Columbus. 
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' 5>, •" New Indianola H i s to r i c D i s t r i c t -

Negatives votes were cast at the review by the state board on the grounds 
that, in the view of a m i n o r i t y : --'̂  ••.-a: *, 

While the New Indianola subdivis ion is w o r t h y of documentation as a 
par t of the urban h i s to ry of Columbus, Ohio, i t does not meet the c r i t e r i a 
of s ignif icance fo r entry in the National Register of H i s to r i c Places which 
would j u s t i f y the invoking of Section 106 of the National His to r i c Preserva­
t ion A c t . 

The person who prepared the nominat ion stated to the board that upon 
f i r s t inspection, he did not see a d i s t r i c t . This is a c r u c i a l observation; 
there is no s igni f icant physical ident i ty to the subdivis ion. It represents 
an entity whose components lack indiv idua l d i s t inc t ion , but i t has not been 
convincingly shown that i t is s igni f icant , in that the development of renta l 
housing is too common and broadly based to be a s igni f icant pattern; or 
dist inguishable, in that the bui lding types included i n the subdivis ion are 
w e l l represented elsewhere throughout the c i ty of Columbus. The c l a r i t y 
of the boundaries w i t h respect to s i m i l a r s t ructures i n the area is d i s ­
puted; ident ica l s t ructures exist contiguous to the boundary at the NW 
corner of Nin th Avenue and F i f t h Street, and the west side of Four th 
Street between Eighth and Ninth Avenues. 

Although the only area of s ignif icance checked is a rch i tec ture , i t is 
not c la imed that the buildings embody the d is t inc t ive charac te r i s t i c s of a 
type, per iod, or method of construct ion, that they represent the w o r k of 
a mas te r , or that they possess high a r t i s t i c values. . >• 

Accepting the premise that the h i s to ry of r e a l estate developer 
Charles F . Johnson is worthy of documentation as a par t of the h is tory 
of Columbus, Ohio, i t does not necessar i ly f o l l o w that one of his typ ica l 

\ r e a l estate subdivisions is a cu l tu ra l resource wor thy of preserva t ion 
and rev iew under Section 106 of the National H i s to r i c Prese rva t ion A c t . 

The fact that other s i m i l a r areas i n the c i ty do not qua l i fy as 
d i s t r i c t s is not an argument that this one does. .. . ' 

yif:'! 
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New I n d i a n o l a H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Columbus, F r a n k l i n County, Ohio 

Form p r e p a r e r ' s response t o comments by the Western Reserve 
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y 

Comments by the Western Reserve H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y (WRHS) 
i l l u s t r a t e the d i f f i c u l t y o f t e n encountered i n e v a l u a t i n g the 
s i g n i f i c a n c e of 20th c e n t u r y a r c h i t e c t u r e and d i s t r i c t s : the 
q u a l i t y of s i g n i f 1 c a n c e o f t e n i s not as r e a d i l y apparent i n a 
20th c e n t u r y s t r u c t u r e or d i s t r i c t as i n e a r l i e r r e s o u r c e s , and 
reasonable people o f t e n d i s a g r e e on what a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s , 
h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s , or p a t t e r n s of h i s t o r y l e n d s i g n i f i c a n c e 
t o 20th c e n t u r y resources . 

The c l a i m of s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r the New I n d i a n o l a H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t i s l e g i t i m a t e and i s w e l l documented i n the N a t i o n a l 
R e g i s t e r n o m i n a t i o n . There are no cl a i m s made t h a t the d i s t r i c t , 
i t s a r c h i t e c t u r e , and i t s h i s t o r i c a l development cannot s u p p o r t . 

WRHS o b j e c t s t o n o m i n a t i o n of the p r o p e r t y i n a 5-paragraph 
s t a t e m e n t . 

The second paragraph notes the form p r e p a r e r ' s statement 
t h a t the e x i s t e n c e of a d i s t r i c t was not i m m e d i a t e l y o b v i o u s . 
This i s t r u e , f o r i t was o n l y a f t e r f u r t h e r o b s e r v a t i o n and 
res e a r c h t h a t the d i s t r i c t ' s a r c h i t e c t u r a l , h i s t o r i c a l and 
p h y s i c a l cohesiveness became a p p a r e n t . This i s h a r d l y f a t a l f o r 
the n o m i n a t i o n -- not every h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t must jump out a t 
the o b s e r v e r . E s p e c i a l l y i n the case of 20th c e n t u r y r e s o u r c e s , 
where a r c h i t e c t u r a l designs tend t o be r e p e t i t i v e , abundant, and 
le s s e m b e l l i s h e d than i n e a r l i e r p e r i o d s , s i g n i f i c a n c e may be 
l e s s apparent but no l e s s r e a l . True s i g n i f i c a n c e may l i e i n 
more s u b t l e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s of s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n s , e t h n i c 
h i s t o r y , b u i l d i n g t y p e s , l a n d use p a t t e r n s , or landscape d e s i g n . 
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WRHS notes t h a t the development of r e n t a l housing i s too 
common and b r o a d l y based t o be a s i g n i f i c a n t p a t t e r n . On the 
c o n t r a r y , s tudy of r e n t a l housing development, the f o r c e s and 
h i s t o r i c a l t r e n d s t h a t shape i t , can be of g r e a t importance i n 
un d e r s t a n d i n g the development and c u r r e n t c h a r a c t e r of a c i t y . 
R ental housing development may be both common and b r o a d l y based, 
but i t may indeed r e v e a l v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t p a t t e r n s of urban 
develop t h a t we might o t h e r w i s e miss. 

The New I n d i a n o l a H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t n o m i n a t i o n a t t e m p t s t o 
place the d i s t r i c t i n c o n t e x t and t o e v a l u a t e the f o r c e s t h a t 
shaped the d i s t r i c t , but i t i s not i n t e n d e d , and does not 
a t t e m p t , t o unde r t a k e a study and e v a l u a t i o n of Columbus 
neighborhoods. The d i s t r i c t ' s s i g n i f i c a n c e i s based i n i t s 
a r c h i t e c t u r e , and the statement of s i g n i f i c a n c e a d e q u a t e l y 
s u p p o r t s t h i s c l a i m . 

WRHS notes t h a t t h e r e are s t r u c t u r e s s i m i l a r t o those i n the 
New I n d i a n o l a H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t b o t h a d j a c e n t t o the d i s t r i c t , i n 
the immediate v i c i n i t y , and elsewhere i n Columbus. This i s of 
course t r u e , f o r one of the p r i n c i p a l p o i n t s of the d i s t r i c t ' s 
s i g n i f i c a n c e i s t h a t i t i s a c o l l e c t i o n of a l l the e a r l y 20th 
c e n t u r y r e n t a l housing types found i n Columbus, a c o l l e c t i o n 
found nowhere e l s e i n the c i t y w i t h the same l e v e l of I n t e g r i t y . 

The WRHS comments f a i l t o c o n s i d e r the d i s t r i c t ' s i n t e g r i t y , 
and i t s p h y s i c a l and s p a t i a l cohesiveness, which are the keys t o 
d e f i n i n g a d i s t r i c t r a t h e r than a s e r i e s of a d j a c e n t b u i l d i n g s . 
The n o m i n a t i o n acknowledges the e x i s t e n c e of s i m i l a r b u i l d i n g s 
a l l over Columbus, but i t a d e q u a t e l y s u p p o r t s the cla i m s i n the 
Statement of S i g n i f i c a n c e t h a t t h i s d i s t r i c t has s p e c i a l 
s i g n i f icance . 
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.substantive reasons discussed below av' 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

IZD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CZl sumnrwry paragraph 
CZ] completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 
• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
CZl completeness 
CD clarity 
Q applicable criteria 
CZl justification of areas checked 
CZ] relating significance to the resource 
C ] context 
CZl relationship of integrity to significance 
CZl justification of exception 
[ • other 

i: ' 

9. Major Bibiiographicai References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

[Zl Maps 
CZ Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 



















































































































































PHOTO VIEW HAP 

New Indianola Historic Districl 
Coliiabus, Franklin County, Ohio 
District Map 

Scale 1" = 60' 'T 







y-r^:^i.y - A 

1^ }m\ 
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Dr. W. Hay Luce ~ 
State Historic Preservation Officer;* ^̂ f ijtv : 
Ohio Historic Preservetioii Office / -
Ohio Historical Center ? V -̂̂ L * 
1985 Velma Avenue A-ŝ Tf* 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 ' - ' 

D«ar Dr. Lucet f tJ'X : 

Thank you for your recent submission of the |̂ *'"f /B'̂ ^̂ oift Historic District. Franklin 
Coupty. Ohio, and your request for a SDd&stantive review of the nomination. After a 
carefuTreview of all submitted materials, the New Indiarjola Historic District was listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places on April 30,1985. 

While recognizing tlie difficulties sometimes inherent in evaluating the significance of 
early 20tli century vernacular building types, we believe that the nomination form for the 
Hew Indianola Historic District clearly demonstrates the historic and architectural 
importance of the district and its eligibility for the National Roister. The nomination 
form establishes that the district is historically significant as an early example of the 
streetcar sî urb in Columbus. The creation of streetcar Unes, which led to the 
development of suburban residential areas by providing transportation to tiie center city, 
is an important aspect of early 20th century urban history. The nomination makes clear 
that this collection of buildings does have a historic identity as a district in that the 
properties were developed as a r(^tal area within a short period of time by a single 
developer. The district retains a high degree of historic integrity with only three 
intrasions of a total 93 buildings. 

Although the buildings do not possess individual architectural importance, they are 
architecturally significant as a cohesive collection of important buildii^ types, i.e., early 
20th century single and multi-family residential buildings. Finally, the nomination 
evaluates this district within the broad context of early 20th c t̂tury residential areas of 
Columbus and establishes tiie eligibility of the district within that context. 

We appreciate the time taken by the member of the State Review Board in raising 
considered questions about this district's eligibility. This type of open and constructive 
debate strengthens both of our programs and we ffipreeiaU tite c^orttu^^ to 

icipate in the evaluation of this district, * *̂  r̂ ??:-̂  : w<: ^ ^ * -v̂s i? participate 

SinccKreiy, > 

Carol D. Shull XSfiftf.l! ->^...^/'^^' 

Carol D. ShuU 0*'' is.'5/ 7 '.''.^ 7'"M- '^* 
Chief of Registratkm " •' - ^ y ' 1 7 ^ . ' - ^ l 7 ^ 
National Register of Historic Places ' ' ' 
&ilw«g«iey Resources Divisi(Hi 
• • 'u.. 

. • • .r y - -r' . -V 
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