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1. Name 

historic Ohio I n s t i t u t i o n for the Education of the Deaf and Dumb 

and or common Deaf School 

2. Location 
street & number 408 Ea^rt Town S t g e ^ publication 

city, town Columbus " " ' vicinity of ' " ' - ' 

state Ohio code 039 county F r a n k l i n code 949 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip ^ , Status f - i u ; . Present Use .-t .-r .- ( . ' 1 

district ^ p u b l i c ' , \^ occupied ' agriculture museum . 
2^ building(s) private - _x unoccupied ' ' commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process • yes: restricted government scientific --' •'^ •^ 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
J ^ n o military JL_ other: v a c a n t 

4. Owner of Property 
name State of Ohio 

street & number 30 East Broad S t . " ' 

city, town Columbus vicinity of state Ohio 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. F r a n k l i n County Courthouse 

. . . ^ 410 S. H i g h S t . street & number ^ 

city, town ^ " ^ " " ' b u s state Ohio 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Ohio H i s t o r i c I n v e n t o r y has this property been determined eligible? yes x no 

date ^ ' ' J federal ^ state county local 

depository for survey records Ohio H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion O f f i c e , 1-71 and 17th Ave. 

city, town Columbus state ohic 



7. Descr ipt ion 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent / deteriorated unaltered _X_ original site 
good ruins >t altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The School B u i l d i n g of the Ohio I n s t i t u t i o n f o r the Deaf was 
designed by the prominent Columbus a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m , R i chards, 
McCarty and B u l f o r d and was completed i n 1899. I t s e c l e c t i c 
s t y l e i n c l u d e s elements drawn from a v a r i e t y of sources i n c l u d i n g 
French, Dutch and Gothic a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

The imposing b u f f c o l o r e d b r i c k b u i l d i n g i s 3 s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t 
and i s crowned w i t h a v e r y s t e e p l y p i t c h e d gable and h i p r o o f . 
The o r i g i n a l s l a t e r o o f has been covered w i t h b l a c k c o m p o s i t i o n 
s h i n g l e s . The massing of the b u i l d i n g i n c l u d e s 2 hipped r o o f 
b l o c k s connected by a c e n t r a l gabled s e c t i o n which i n c l u d e s 2 
entrance t o w e r s . 

The b u i l d i n g has two major e l e v a t i o n s ; the south f a c i n g Town 
S t r e e t and the east f a c i n g a 10 acre s i t e , where the o r i g i n a l 
Second Empire Deaf School stood u n t i l i t was d e s t r o y e d by f i r e i n 
1980. The south e l e v a t i o n f e a t u r e s a p o i n t e d a r c h entrance i n 
the c e n t r a l bay. The opening i s acce n t u a t e d by t h r e e r e c e d i n g 
courses of smooth stonework and a d e c o r a t i v e stone hoodmould. 
The entrance i s f l a n k e d by s l i g h t l y p r o j e c t i n g bays which 
t e r m i n a t e i n w a l l dormers w i t h basket handle window t r i m and a 
f l e m i s h g a b l e . 

The east e l e v a t i o n f e a t u r e s the two main e n t r a n c e s , a t the base 
of the t r u n c a t e d t o w e r s . These p o i n t e d arch e n t r a n c e s are l i n e d 
w i t h the most unusual d e t a i l i n g on the b u i l d i n g - rows of stone 
heads t h a t are s l i g h t l y l a r g e r t h a t l i f e - s i z e and r a t h e r 
grotesque i n form . Two f l e m i s h gables w i t h t r i m i d e n t i c a l t o 
t h a t on the south e l e v a t i o n are l o c a t e d a d j a c e n t t o the towers. 
A t h i r d f l o o r arcade f e a t u r e s round arched openings w h i l e most of 
the windows are r e c t a n g u l a r , double hung sash w i t h m u l t i p l e 
panes. 

The n o r t h e l e v a t i o n has a s i m p l i f i e d secondary entrance i n the 
c e n t r a l bay and w a l l dormers w i t h s t a n d a r d gables and w i t h o u t 
stone o r n a m e n t a t i o n . The west e l e v a t i o n shows the U-shaped form 
of the b u i l d i n g more c l e a r l y . A one s t o r y round arched wing i s 
a t t a c h e d t o the c e n t r a l s e c t i o n of the b u i l d i n g . 

The stonework i s the most o u t s t a n d i n g f e a t u r e of the b u i l d i n g . 
I t i s d e l i c a t e l y and i n t r i c a t e l y carved and adorns water t a b l e s , 
windows, dormers, entrances and parapet c o p i n g . At on time the 
towers f e a t u r e d stone b a l c o n i e s and t a l l f i n i a l s . 

The b u i l d i n g i s l o c a t e d a t the western edge of the s i t e . 



NPS Fonn 1D-900-a 
tM2) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numt>er 

F o r m use ong^ | 9 198A 

received 

date entered 

Page 

Ohio I n s t i t u t i o n for the Education of the Deaf and Dumb, Columbus, Franklin County, Ohio 

The powerhouse i s a t h r e e s t o r y red b r i c k s t r u c t u r e which i s 
l o c a t e d at the n o r t h w e s t corner of the s i t e . I t was c o n s t r u c t e d 
d u r i n g the e a r l y 20th c e n t u r y . The p i l a s t e r s s e p a r a t i n g the 
bays, the stone b e l t c o u r s e s , and parapet r o o f l i n e are t y p i c a l of 
the p e r i o d . The most s i g n i f i c a n t f e a t u r e of the powerhouse i s 
the t a l l , smokestack. Much of the equipment i s i n t a c t . 

The s i t e c o n s i s t s of 10 acres enclosed w i t h a cast i r o n fence and 
i s a d j a c e n t t o the East Town S t r e e t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . The 
1860's Second Empire b u i l d i n g was demolished a f t e r a d e v a s t a t i n g 
f i r e and the s i t e i s being developed as a park by the C i t y of 
Columbus and Sta t e of Ohio. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military _J(_ social/ 
1700-1799 _ art engineering music humanitarian 

X 1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1899 Builder Architect Richards , McCarty, B u l f o r d 

Statement of S ign i f icance ( in one paragraph) C r i t e r i a A ^ C 

The s c h o o l b u i l d i n g of the Ohio I n s t i t u t i o n f o r the Education of 
the Deaf and Dumb i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a r c h i t e c t u r e and f o r i t s 
place i n the development of Ohio's system of s t a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s 
f o r the handicapped. 

The b u i l d i n g was d e s c r i b e d as an " a r c h i t e c t u r a l gem" a t the time 
of i t s dedi c a t i o n i n 1899, and i t s design shows the i m a g i n a t i o n 
and w i t o f t e n found i n a r c h i t e c t u r e of the l a t e n i n e t e e n t h ..c - d l 
c e n t u r y . While i t can be plac e d i n no p a r t i c u l a r a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
s t y l e , i t d i s p l a y s i n f l u e n c e s from the French, G o t h i c , Dutch and 
Jacobethan s t y l e s . Despite i n s e n s i t i v e a l t e r a t i o n s and l o s s of 
o r i g i n a l f a b r i c , the b u i l d i n g r e t a i n s a h i g h degree of i n t e g r i t y . 
The east facade towers which were the b u i l d i n g ' s most f o r c e f u l 
elements were cut down i n h e i g h t d u r i n g the 1950s; the s t a i n e d 
g l a s s transoms over main doorways disappeared s e v e r a l years ago; 
and two l a r g e holes were knocked i n t o the east facade two years 
ago when the b u i l d i n g came c l o s e t o d e m o l i t i o n by m i s t a k e . 
Nonetheless, i t r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l form; the i n t e r i o r spaces 
have been l i t t l e a l t e r e d except f o r l i g h t l y - c o n s t r u c t e d 
p a r t i t i o n s and removal of blackboards and o t h e r d e t a i l s ; and most 
of the e x t e r i o r a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g remains i n t a c t . 
E s p e c i a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t are the carved stone d e t a i l s , the most 
noteworthy being a t the two east s i d e e n t r a n c e doors. Vandals 
have attempted t o c h i s e l away the stone grotesque heads but have 
so f a r f a i l e d . 

The f i r m of R i c h a r d s , McCarty and B u l f o r d designed the s c h o o l . 
This f i r m was one of the most i m p o r t a n t i n Columbus a t the end of 
the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , and they had i m p o r t a n t commissions both 
i n the c i t y and th r o u g h o u t Ohio and the midwest. The school i s 
the f i r m ' s l a r g e s t r e m a i n i n g Columbus b u i l d i n g t h a t has not 
undergone e x t e n s i v e a l t e r a t i o n s . 

I n the h i s t o r y of Ohio's s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d i n s t i t u t i o n s f o r the 
handicapped, the sch o o l b u i l d i n g of the Ohio I n s t i t u t i o n f o r the 
Education of the Deaf and Dumb has a major p l a c e . Reverend James 
Hoge, of Columbus, presented a p e t i t i o n t o the Stat e L e g i s l a t u r e 
i n the l a t e 1820's to e s t a b l i s h e d u c a t i o n a l programs f o r 
" d e f e c t i v e c h i l d r e n " of the s t a t e . I n 1827, the l e g i s l a t u r e 
p r o v i d e d f o r the f o u n d i n g of the Ohio I n s t i t u t i o n f o r Educ a t i o n 
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o f t h e Deaf and Dumb. I t was opened i n 1829 i n r e n t e d q u a r t e r s 
a t t h e c o r n e r o f B r o a d and H i g h S t r e e t s i n C o l u m b u s . A 10 a c r e 
s i t e was p u r c h a s e d a t Town and W a s h i n g r o n S t r e e t s and i n 1834 t h e 
new b u i l d i n g was r e a d y f o r o c c u p a n c y . The o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g was 
r e p l a c e d w i t h t h e Second E m p i r e s t r u c t u r e i n 1 8 6 7 - 6 8 and t h e 
b u i l d i n g i n c l u d e d i n t h i s n o m i n a t i o n was c o m p l e t e d i n 1 8 9 9 . The 
O h i o I n s t i t u t i o n f o r t h e E d u c a t i o n o f t h e Deaf and Dumb was t h e 
f i f t h s u c h i n s t i t u t i o n f o u n d e d i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . I t was 
p r e c e e d e d by i n s t i t u t i o n s i n H a r t f o r d , New Y o r k , P h i l a d e l p h i a and 
D a n v i l l e , K e n t u c k y . I t was a l s o t h e f i r s t p u b l i c i n s t i t u t i o n f o r 
t h e h a n d i c a p p e d i n O h i o and was f o l l o w e d by t h e O h i o S t a t e S c h o o l 
f o r t h e B l i n d i n 1839 and t h e I n s t i t u t i o n f o r t h e E d u c a t i o n o f 
I m b e c i l e Y o u t h i n 1 8 5 7 . I n Co lumbus t h e r e have s u r v i v e d e a r l y 
b u i l d i n g s f r o m f o u r m a j o r s t a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s : t h e d e a f and dumb 
s c h o o l ; t h e O h i o I n s t i t u t i o n f o r t h e E d u c a t i o n o f t h e B l i n d 
( 1 8 7 4 , now D e p a r t m e n t o f H i g h w a y S a f e t y , l i s t e d N R ) ; t h e O h i o 
H o s p i t a l f o r L u n a t i c s ( 1 8 7 7 , now Columbus S t a t e H o s p i t a l ) ; and 
t h e O h i o A s y l u m f o r t h e E d u c a t i o n o f I d i o t i c and I m b e c i l e Y o u t h 
( 1 8 6 8 , now Columbus S t a t e I n s t i t u t e ) . 

As n o t e d i n t h e D e s c r i p t i o n , t h e s c h o o l b u i l d i n g a t t h e d e a f and 
dumb s c h o o l i s t h e o n l y r e m a i n i n g s t r u c t u r e , a p a r t f r o m t h e 
p o w e r h o u s e t o t h e n o r t h . The s i t e i t s e l f , a t e n - a c r e p l o t , was 
p u r c h a s e d i n 1829 f o r use as an i n s t i t u t i o n f o r t h e d e a f . T h i s 
use l a s t e d , i n a v a r i e t y o f s t r u c t u r e s , u n t i l t h e e n t i r e 
i n s t i t u t i o n moved t o t h e c i t y ' s n o r t h s i d e i n t h e 1 9 5 0 s . The 
S t a t e o f O h i o u s e d t h e s c h o o l b u i l d i n g and t h e 1869 o r i g i n a l 
s t r u c t u r e u n t i l t h e l a t e 1 9 7 0 s , when t h e y w e r e e m p t i e d and l e f t 
v a c a n t . A f t e r t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e 1869 s t r u c t u r e ( a r s o n t h e 
most l i k e l y c a u s e ) , t h e s c h o o l was l e a s e d t o t h e C i t y o f Columbus 
and has now been l e a s e d t o a p r i v a t e d e v e l o p e r ; i t i s t o be 
r e h a b i l i t a t e d f o r o f f i c e u s e . 

The need to b u i l d another f a c i l i t y f o r the Deaf School i n 1899 was due to the need 
f o r a d d i t i o n a l classroom space to accomodate the s t e a d i l y i n c r e a s i n g enro l lment and 
d i v e r s i t y i n teaching methods. According to s t a t i s t i c s provided by the Ohio School 
Annual Report (1899, 1900, 1901) the number o f s tudents e n r o l l e d i n the Deaf School 
averaged about 533 each year , ( s t a t i s t i c s were not a v a i l a b l e p r i o r t o 1899) I n order 
to p rov ide f o r the educa t ion o f a grea ter number o f handicapped c h i l d r e n , the General 
Assembly passed l e g i s l a t i o n i n 1897 which r e q u i r e d "the proper i n s t r u c t i o n i n the State 
I n s t i t u t e f o r Deaf and Dumb f o r c h i l d r e n who are bo th b l i n d and dumb". This meant an 
expanded range o f teaching methods to i n c l u d e o r a l , manual and combined methods o f i n s t r u -
t i o n and a g rea te r number o f teachers . 

1 Ohio School Aftnual Report, 1898, p . 128. 
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. see continuation sheet 
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1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this propterty been determined eligible? yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

EZI good 

CUfair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

nrraved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
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• clarity 
I ! alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 
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8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify t»elow 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CZI summary paragraph 
d l completeness C I ^ 2 
n clarity 
[Z] applicable criteria 
CZ] justification of areas checked :nolft>A 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
[Zl relationship of integrity to significance 
CZI justification of exception 
CD other „ 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

0. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name -

TM References /v^^«-«-*-e-
/ O 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature , 

title date 
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[ • Maps 
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Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

ewnarBkjmoo CZI 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

















































City of ColiimbLis 
Mayor Dana G RInehart Office of the Mayor 

City Hall 
Columbus. Ohio 43215-4184 
(614) 222-7671 

f£8 13 mi 

February 7, 1984 

Dr. W. Ray Luce 
Ohio Historic Preservation Office 
Ohio Historical Society 
1-71 & 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

Dear Dr. Luce: 

Because the City of Colurnbus recognizes the historical 
and architectural significance of the building, known locally 
as the Deaf School, the City is pleased to lend its support to 
the nomination of the Deaf School to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Also, because the building has been vacant for a number 
of years and because the adaptive reuse of the structure will 
assist revitalization efforts in the East Town Street area, 
the City would like to expedite rehabilitation activities. 
Therefore, I would like to request that at the March 16 
meeting of the Ohio Historic Sites Preservation Advisory 
Board the preliminary hearing be waived in favor of a final 
hearing. 

We appreciate your cooperation in this matter. ' 

Sincerely, 

DGR/KB 



City of Columbus 
Mayor Dana G. Rinehart Recreation and Parks Department 

Melvin B. Dodge, Director 

City Hall/90 W. Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-4184 
(614) 222-7410 j m 6 1984 

June 4, 1984 

Dr. W. Ray Luce 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Ohio Historic Preservation Office -
Ohio Historical Center 
I-71 and 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

Dear Dr. Luce: 

This letter is to express my support for nomination of the old State School 
for the Deaf at 408 East Town Street - Columbus, Ohio, to the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

The City of Columbus has leased this property from the State of Ohio, and 
we have sub-leased a portion of the property, including the school building, to 
a private developer. The developer plans to rehabilitate the structure in a very 
sensitive manner, and use of the 25% Investment Tax Credit for historic 
structures is important to the project. 

I encourage you and the State Preservation Board to recommend this 
property for listing in the National Register. Thank you for your consideration 
of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Director 
Recreation and Parks Department 

MBD/peg 

Member of The Nat iona l Recreat ion 

and Parks Assoc ia t ion and The O h i o Parks 

and Recreat ion Assoc ia t ion 

Recrea t ion and Parks C o m m i s s i o n 

Cather ine GiHie, President 
Stephen J Gabay. V ice-Pres ident 
Melv in B. Dodge . Secretary 
F.M Brockmeyer 
C leo L. Dumaree 

N o r m a n E. Fo ipe 
Hugh H i n d m a n . Jr 
M ichae l B Karr 
Har ry E, Richter 
Aurea l ius T h o m a s 

The City of Columbus is an Equal Opportunity Employer 



Ohio Department of 
Administrative Services 

30 EAST BROAD STREET 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 43215 

m 24 m 
Augus t 16, 1984 

Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Society 
1985 Velma Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

A t t e n t i o n : Mr. David A. Simmons 
Inventory and R e g i s t r a t i o n 

Re: F i l e No. Public Works Current 
(Ohio I n s t i t u t e f o r the Education of the 
Deaf and Dumb; School B u i l d i n g ) 
F r a n k l i n County 

Dear Mr. Simmons: 

I n response t o your June 18, 1984 l e t t e r , and a follow-up telephone 
c a l l , we are aware t h a t the Ohio H i s t o r i c S i t e Preservation Advisory 
Board has approved the above mentioned b u i l d i n g f o r nomination to 
the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places of the Heritage 
Conservation and Recreation Service, United States Department of 
the I n t e r i o r . This o f f i c e has no o b j e c t i o n t o the nomination, and we 
are hereby waiving our r i g h t t o comment. 

Thank you f o r your a t t e n t i o n t o t h i s matter. 

WGS:cab 
W/1 


