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The Old Tippecanoe Main Street Historic District of Tipp City includes eighty-eight 
(88) structures primarily composed of industrial, commercial and residential 
buildings that range from the l840 s to the 1930 s. Located in a rich farming 
area in the Greater Miami Valley in Southwest Ohio, and criss-crossed by trans­
portation routes of early pikes, the Miami-Erie Canal, the Dayton and Michigan : ' j 
Railroad, the Dayton and Troy Interurban Line and now, Interstate 75, the * 
village remains today a thriving small town with a population of approximately 
6,000 people. ; . t 

The Historical District lies in a linear pattern for eight blocl<s along Main 
Street from the Old Miami-Erie canal on the east nearly to Hyatt Street, an 
early stage coach line, on the west. 

The industrial section forms the eastern boundary and is the f i r s t of three distinct 
sections in the d i s t r i c t . This area includes the canal bed, a canal lock, and 
a mill on either side of the street. A parking lot (5) on the northeast corner • f 
of Main and First is an intrusion on the west edge of the industrial section. 

Two blocks of commercial structures from First to Third Street include a number 
of small town frame stores and residences. In other towns these early vernacular 
shops have often been demolished and replaced by brick business blocks in the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century; one unique feature of Tipp City's historic ' 
d i s t r i c t is that these frame structures have been retained. Some of the very 
early commercial buildings from the 1850 s to the I87O s have undergone changes, 
such as a 1tered'first floors, and boom town fronts. The total appearance of the 
business section illustrates a nineteenth century canal town that constantly ad-
justed to meet the community's needs. 

Although the buildings from Third to Fourth Street are hard to categorize and in­
clude an lOOF meeting ha l l , an I89A church, a 1930's post office and an intrusive 
i960 s service station, the block is included because i t is a connecting link for the 
commercial and residential areas. , : 

The residential section of four blocks from Fourth to Hyatt Street is distinguished 
by many large frame homes with sprawling open front porches typical of the turn of 
the century, although a few early homes are brick. This established area of tree 
lined street is not affected by the intrusion of a one story medical building (AO). 

The western boundary for the d i s t r i c t was placed on the west sides of Lots ^39 and 
432 because the adjoining lots do not have residences, but have a fast food store 
and a service station built since the 1950 s. ..A,* ..-1:̂ ,̂., 

(See continuation sheet #1) ' ' „ u % . « 

,.. - ... . ... • • - • •• 
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The alley between Main and Walnut, and between Main and Dow Streets form the obvious 
North and South boundaries of the d i s t r i c t , thus only the buildings that face Main 
Street are included i n t h i s h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t nomination. 

The non-contributing structures include a few commercial buildings (#6, 8, 16, 20, 61 
65, 66, 67). 

These structures, although of la t e r construction, r e t a i n the scale and building 
materials prevalent i n the mixed-use buildings along the eight block stretch of Tipp 
City's Main Street. These structures are considered non-contributing but do not 
greatly detract from the arch i t e c t u r a l significance of the d i s t r i c t . However, there 
are four i n t r u s i v e elements (5, 40, 68, 72) which detract from the cohesive blend of 
nineteenth century and turn of the century l i f e i n th i s small Ohio v i l l a g e . 

The buildings w i l l be described beginning on the North side of Main Street at the 
canal, going West toward Hyatt Street, then crossing Main Street traveling East along 
the South side u n t i l meeting the canal again: y 

nc constitutes a non-contributing structure 
o constitutes an intrusion 
* constitutes building number on map 

L i s t of Non-Contributing Structures . , • 

6. Northwest corner of F i r s t and Main 65. One-story 1940 building 
8. One story carpet store on East Main 66. An early warehouse store 

16. 1940s store f r o n t facade on 29-31 East Main 67. A two-story functional building 
20. Library on East Main 
61. One-story decorating store ••. 

L i s t of Intrusions 
5. Parking l o t on the NE corner of F i r s t and Main ... • 

40. One story doctor's o f f i c e on West Main 
68. Sohio gas station on West Main • ^ . -
72. One-story bank on East Main .v. . ? it • 
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Photo #2 (1*) B u i l t i n the 1930s, the now abandoned Miami-Erie canal lock serves 
as the eastern boundary of the H i s t o r i c a l D i s t r i c t . They are about 90 
feet long and 15 feet wide, i n addition there i s a tow path along the 
bank that i s now overgrown with weeds and brush. Also included are the 
grassy banks on both sides of the canal. 

Photo #3 (2*) To the west of the canal lock s i t s the Tipp Roller M i l l , a key building 
that has one section believed to be from 1839. The 9 bay, 3 story frame 

- structure, covered with shiplap and weatherboard, i s i n the process of being 
restored. 

Photos (3*) & (4*) To the west of the Roller M i l l , stand two bungalows from the 
#4, #5 1920's. These homes mix well with the commercial d i s t r i c t . 

# (5*) The f i r s t i n t r u s i o n for the d i s t r i c t i s a parking l o t for the Fraternal 
*• Order of the Eagles building which i s across the street. 

Photo #6 This 1970s structure was built in the colonial style to adapt to the Historical 
nc area and is considered non-contribut ing. ((o^) 

Photo #7 (7*) This two story, 4 bay structure of Late Federal influence with twin 
bridged chimneys i s one of the e a r l i e r buildings i n Tipp City. 

Photo #6 (8*) This one story non-contributing 1970s building f i l l s space between two 
nc h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t structures. 

Photo #6 (9*) A r a d i c a l l y altered f i r s t f l o o r obscures the Late Federal style of 
th i s building from the 1840s. 

Photo #8 (10") A quaint building from the 1860s with a 2 bay facade, i t i s one of the 
"boomtown) structures i n the d i s t r i c t . 

Photo #8 (11*) Further west along Main Street i s a Mid Victorian, 2 story, 3 bay, 
brick commercial building, b u i l t i n 1865. I t also has a "boomtown" f r o n t . 

Photos (12*) This high V i c t o r i a n - I t a l i a n a t e structure with 2 bays and 3 stories, 
#8, #9, b u i l t i n the 1880's, serves as one of the p i v o t a l buildings i n downtown 
& 4o restoration. I t s unique feature i s the i n t e r i o r l i g h t s h a f t . 

Photo #11 (13*) & (14*) On the corner are two adjacent buildings of Late Federal-
Vernacular s t y l e , b u i l t i n the 1850s. One structure has 3 bays, the other 
has 5 bays. These buildings take up a large segment of one block, and once 
served as the City hotel. 

Photo #12 (15*) A bric k Vernacular building once used as a bakery, stands on the corner 
of Main and Second Streets. I t has 3 stories, 3 bays and was b u i l t i n the 
1850s, and was one of the e a r l i e r buildings of Tipp City. 
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Photo #13 (16*) A late I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e b u i l t i n 1850, i s the o r i g i n a l structure 
UC standing, the street l e v e l now has a unique glazed brick facade added i n 

the 1940's. 

Photo #13 (17*) This double store has a colossal projecting cornice with brackets and 
de n t i l s , supported by pila s t e r s with elaborate capitals. Now owned by two 
separate businesses, an e f f o r t has been made to treat the facade as a whole. 

Photo #13 (18*) This i s an excellent example of Neo-Classic, t y p i c a l for banks of i t s 
period, although the f i r s t f l o o r has been altered. 

Photo #14 (19*) A 1390's r e s i d e n t i a l structure of modified Queen Anne s t y l e , which has 
2 1/2 stories and Doric porch columns, i s i n the process of being restored. 

Photo #14 (20*) This 20th century structure enhances the Municipal Building to which 
nc i t s l o t i s adjacent on the west, but i s considered non-contributing. 

Photos (21*) This key building i s of High V i c t o r i a n - I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e , and was b u i l t 
#15, #16 i n 1874. This structure, with excellent examples of arcaded brick work and 

decorative brackets, stands on the corner of Third and Main Streets. 

Photos (22*) The only church i n the H i s t o r i c a l D i s t r i c t i s a f i n e 2 bay, brick 
#17, #18 structure. The Zion Evangelicals formed i n 1847 and th i s structure i s from 

1894. Although remodeled i n 1924, i t s t i l l retains i t s Romanesque Revival 
l i n e s . / ' 

Photos (23*) B u i l t at the turn of the century, of Queen Anne, Stick and Tudor styles, 
#19, #20 i s th i s 3 story r e s i d e n t i a l structure, now used for commercial purposes. 

Photo #21 (24*) B u i l t i n 1938, th i s brick structure i s 1-story of the Pre-World War I I 
s t y l e , t y p i c a l of many post off i c e s constructed during t h i s period. 

Photos (25*), (26*), & (27*) Three Queen Anne style homes, b u i l t i n the 1890's, 
#22, #23, having 2 1/2 stories and characteristic of the r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t . 
& #24 

Photos (28*) Ori g i n a l l y b u i l t i n 1853, of mixed styles and added features, t h i s 
#25, #26, 2 1/2 story brick r e s i d e n t i a l structure, i s a t y p i c a l example of the popularity 
#27, & #28 of an added turn of the century porch. 

Photo #29 (29*) A two story commercial Vernacular structure dating from about 1867. 
I t has a stepped gable roof and a three bay facade. Is adjacent to the r a i l ­
road tracks to the west. 

Photo y/;30 (30*) A towering 2 1/2 story Neo-Classic Rectilinear r e s i d e n t i a l structure 
b u i l t i n 1872 with a 1912 addition. This block stands unaffected by the r a i l ­
road tracks. . 



NPS Form 10-900-I 
<3«) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
Old Tippecanoe Main Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Tipp City, Miami County, Ohio 

Continuation sheet 4 Item number 7 Page 5 

Photos (31*) & (32*) Two Queen Anne style homes b u i l t around the 1890s. Both 
#31, #32 have decorative gable peaks and roofs, and are among the nicer r e s i d e n t i a l 

structures. 

(33*) This two story, 1880 farmhouse has a Queen Anne front porch added 
i n 1910. The shaped l i n t e l s over doors and windows are nice features. 

(34*) A two story three bay, 1920s Dutch Colonial residence with the 
peculiar Dutch gambrel roof. This home i s unique i n t h i s h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . 

Photo #33 (35*) A two story, 4 bay, 1855 Greek Revival r e s i d e n t i a l structure. The 
elaborate brackets, d e n t i l s , and iron fence make t h i s home unequalled i n 
the neighborhood. 

j:- (36*) This popular 2 1/2 story, 2 bay Queen Anne style home has imbricated 
. shingles on gable peaks, end boards throughout and a be l t course separating 
stories. 

Photo #34 (37*) A two story, 4 bay I t a l i a n a t e structure housing the only funeral 
home i n town. An impressive corner building, the Georgian Revival two 
story portico was added about 1910. 

, (38*) An enormous 2 1/2 story, 3 bay. Four Square- residence i s t a s t e f u l l y 
decorated on i n t e r i o r and exterior. 

Photos (39*) A distinguished two story, 3 bay. Second Empire structure with 
#35, #36 decorative iron-work. B u i l t i n 1872, The Chaffee Home i s one of the un-

paralled residences i n the neighborhood. 

Photo #36 (40*) A one story 1960s structure housing a doctor's o f f i c e that i s not 
o h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t , i t i s considered an intru s i o n . 

(41*) This common Four Square home with 2 1/2 stories and 3 bays was b u i l t 
i n 1915 and contributes to the H i s t o r i c a l D i s t r i c t . 

(42*) & (43*) Two bungaloid structures b u i l t i n the 1920's with Number 43 
a good California s t y l e . I t s property l i n e on the west constitutes one boundary 
of the h i s t o r i c a l d i s t r i c t . 

(44*), (45*), & (46*) Crossing to the South side of Main Street stand three 
non-descript homes b u i l t around the end of the century. Though not detracting 
from the d i s t r i c t , they are not key buildings. 

(47*) A 3 story, 3 bay, 1890s Queen Ann4/double residence with lovely leaded 
glass i n mullion window and tur r e t s i n peak ornaments, i t i s a more notable 
home i n the d i s t r i c t . 

(48*) A t y p i c a l 1922 Four Square home with 2 1/2 stories. I t contributes to 
the H i s t o r i c a l D i s t r i c t . 
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(49*) This two story, 3 bay 1960s Vernacular structure s t i l l has o r i g i n a l 
stone walk. The undulanting patterned wooden shingles are distinguishable 
features. 

(50*) This two story, 4 bay 1880s residence features an interesting blend 
of styles. The gables are Gothic i n d e t a i l , while the side of the facade 
is of I t a l i a n a t e influence. 

Photo #37 (51*) An outstanding 1 1/2 story, 2 bay bungaloid. The t i l e roof has 
pedimented gables with peak ornaments throughout. The entire structure 
has a Spanish influence and reports are that the plans came from Mexico. 

Photos (52*) & (53*) Two Vernacular structures with two stories and 4 bays, b u i l t 
#38, #39, around 1870. Number 52 i s of frame construction, while number 53 i s brick. 
#40, & Both are fi n e examples of the e a r l i e r residnces, and are currently being 
#41 restored. 

Photo #41 (54*) This simple Four Square home with two stories, 4 bays, and shed dormers, 
b u i l t i n the 1910s has a large f r o n t porch with classical p i l l a r s . 

• (55*) This I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e home b u i l t i n the 1870s has a square fxai^e 
• ; addition to the west, added i n 1910. Formerly the home of indigent ladies 

.- and widows, i t i s owned by the United Lutheran Church of America. 

Photo #42 (56*) Moving east, you w i l l f i n d a two story brick residence with added 
Curvilinear porch and a gable ended porl?e cochere. B u i l t i n 1870, t h i s 
home i s an i n t e g r a l part of the h i s t o r i c a l d i s t r i c t . 

Photo #43 (57*) This I t a l i a n a t e style home with 2 stories, features an added raised 
f r o n t porch with classic p i l l a r s . This home contributes s i g n i f i c a n t l y to 
the H i s t o r i c a l D i s t r i c t , and the o r i g i n a l portion matches #37. 

Photo #44 (58*) A fa m i l i a r Four Square home with the common features of 2 1/2 stories, 
3 bays and b u i l t i n the 1900's. Important as a t y p i c a l s t y l e i n the r e s i ­
d ential d i s t r i c t . 

(59*) This 2-story, 3 bay, Neo-classitRectilinear r e s i d e n t i a l structure has an 
elaborate front porch withCorinthian p i l l a r s , f l a t roof with|wide architrave and 
rose enrichment. B u i l t i n the 1900s, i s one of the nicer homes i n the d i s t r i c t . 

Photo #45 (60*) A 2 story, 2 bay, 1909 modified P r a i r i e s t y l e residence unique to t h i s 
area, located beside the ra i l r o a d tracks on a b e a u t i f u l l y landscaped l o t . 

nc (61*) A one story 1970s structure adjacent to the r a i l r o a d tracks on the east. 
I t does not contribute to the h i s t o r i c a l significance of the d i s t r i c t . 

(62*) & (63*) Two large frame r e s i d e n t i a l structures. #62 b u i l t i n the 1890s 
has 3 bays and 2 stories. The second b u i l t i n the 1900s has 4 bays and 2 1/2 
stories. They are i n the commercial section i n a block of buffer area. 
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Photos (64*) An 1887 Queen Anne and s t i c k s t y l e home with 2 1/2 stories and 3 bays. 
#46, #47 Front porch has classic p i l l a r s , double door with p i l a s t e r s , and a r t glass 

transom. I t i s one of the more notable structures i n the d i s t r i c t . 

The next three buildings are essentially non-contributing: 

Photo #48 (65*) One-story 1940s building situated on a corner i s not f i f t y years old. 
nc 

Photo #48 (66*) This early warehouse store has an added boom town fr o n t that has been 
nc covered with aluminum siding. 

Photo #48 (67*) This two-story functional building i s situated next to the gas s t a t i o n , 
nc 

Photo #48 (68*) A gas station on the corner of Main and Third Streets i n the center 
o of the commercial d i s t r i c t . A t y p i c a l structure of the Sohio Company on a 

w e l l kept l o t , i t i s considered an i n t r u s i o n . 

Photos (69*) B u i l t i n 1915, t h i s unique Jacobethan structure dominates the corner 
#49, #50, of Third and Main. Known as the Monroe Township Building, i t now houses a 
#51, & variety of buisness and has space for public meetings. 
#52 

Photo #49 (70*) One-third of the building has buff brick and round porthole windows 
on the second f l o o r . I t i s reported that t h i s section was erected at a l a t e r 
date and the roof l i n e made to match i t s neighbor. 

Photo #49 (71*) Although t h i s FrenchSecond Empire building looks l i k e one u n i t , the 
Eastern two-thirds was b u i l t around the 1870s. I t features three b u l l ' s 
eye windows. The t h i r d story has a bracketed projecting r o o f l i n e and seven 
elaborate second story windows. 

Photos (72*) A contemporary one story bank that does not contribute to the d i s t r i c t , 
#49, #53 and i s not h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t . 

Photos (73*) On the corner i s a three story, seven bay, 1860s Romanesque R i v i v a l , 
#49, #53 known as Chaffee's Opera Block, a key building i n Tipp City. The stage area 
>*"'U0 l i e s on the upper two levels, andplans are underway to re-establish i t s early 

use. 

Photo #61 (74*) A s i g n i f i c a n t commercial building constructed soon af t e r the canal 
reached the v i l l a g e , i t serves as a restaurant with a remodeled f i r s t f l o o r . 

Photo #61 (75*) This miniature 2-story b r i c k house has the look of an early German 
Vernacular structure. 
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Photo #61 (76*) This 3-story, commercial structure spans 1/2 of the block, and once 
contributed s i g n i f i c a n t l y to t h i s main street. An early building from the 
1850's, alterations have diminished i t s asthetic appeal. 

Photos (77*) This High Victorian I t a l i a n a t e structure with 2 stories and 3 bays, 
#61, #62 was b u i l t i n the 1880s. The paneled f r i e z e has diamond insets and ornamental 

brackets under a projecting cornice. The second story, with i t s t r i o of 
elaborate hooded windows, contrasts with the latered f i r s t f l o o r . 

Photo #61 

Photo #61 

Photos 
#61, #63 

(78*) B u i l t i n the 1860s, t h i s 3 bay, Greek Revival structure, has an addition 
to the east with a shed roof. The structures provide a r e l i e f from the 
dominant 2 story linear pattern with t h e i r miniature shapes. 

(79*) A 2-story, 3 bay. High V i c t o r i a n l t a l i a n a t e 1871 commercial building 
with an a t t r a c t i v e Boom Town f r o n t . 

(80*) Moving west on Main Street, stands a 2 story, 4 bay, brick Vernacular 
structure. Originally b u i l t as a home, i t now i s a restaurant and i s adjacent 
to an alley on the west. 

Photos (81*) This aesthetically pleasing frame commercial building has 2 stories 
#61, #63, and 3 bays, b u i l t i n the 1880s, and of Victorian influence. I t has a beauti-
#64, & f u l l y landscaped fr o n t yard. 
#65 

Photos (82*) & (83*) Two Vernacular structures with Late Federal influence, having 
#61, #65 pleasing porportions. Their gabeled facades are evidence of th e i r early 

construction when villages were basically frame towns. • 

Photo 61 (84*) This frame r e s i d e n t i a l structure was b u i l t i n 1855, with 2 stories and 
3 bays, and of Early Victorian influence. I t shares a common wal l with #85, 
which housed the business of t h i s resident. 

Photo #61 (85*) Located on the corner of F i r s t and Main Streets, t h i s structure has 
2 stories and 3 bays, and was b u i l t i n the 1880s of Victorian influence. This 
building now used by the VFW i s adjacent on the east to the preceeding building. 

Photo #66 (86*) A 2 story, 4 bay brick 1850s Late Federal structure. A front porch 
with b r i c k p i l l a r s and an addition to the east were added when the building 
was remodeled. Original structure was a copy of the Governor of Maryland's 
mansion. 

Photo #66 (87*) This 2 story, 5 bay, 1840 Greek Revival, frame, r e s i d e n t i a l structure 
i s s i g n i f i c a n t as one of the e a r l i e s t buildings i n Tipp City. 

Photos (88*) This diminutive 1 story, 2 bay, brick 1870 Victorian s t y l e building was 
#66, #67 used as an o f f i c e for the Buggy Whip Factory, and i s now converted i n t o a home. 
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Photos (89*) This l a s t structure included i n the H i s t o r i c a l D i s t r i c t i s a 2 story, 
#66, #68 11 bay, frame I n d u s t r i a l Vernacular structure b u i l t i n 1889 as a m i l l , l a t e r 

changed to The Buggy Whip Factory. I t i s one of the most h i s t o r i c a l l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t buildings i n Old Tippecanoe, simple i n d e t a i l , and adjacent 
the banks of the Miami-Erie canal banks on i t s east side. 
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SPECIFIC DATES l8A0's - 1930's BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Old Tippecanoe Main Street Historic D i s t r i c t is a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t 
in southwest Ohio, because i t is a well preserved co l l e c t i o n of canal town public, 
i n d u s t r i a l , commercial, and residential structures. The d i s t r i c t includes an 
unusual variety of styles and t y p i f i e s a turn of the century town. Since the 
v i l l a g e has always enjoyed economic prosperity due to i t s location along major 
transportation routes, and because of i t s d i v e r s i f i e d industrial and commercial 
bases, i t has not experienced a decline in the quality of c i v i c l i f e or in 
community pride in i t s buildings. Nor has i t been swallowed up by any one 
major impact that could have overwhelmed this small canal town of yesterday as 
i t grew into today's c i t y of approximately 6,000 people. 

The three major areas in the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t that runs east and west along 
Main Street for eight blocks are i n d u s t r i a l , commercial, and re s i d e n t i a l . At 
the eastern boundary are the frame vernacular m i l l s near the lock of the Miami-

V Erie Canal, which was completed to th i s part of Ohio in l839. The p l a t t i n g of 
' the town followed in 18A0 when commercial buildings began appearing on the 

adjacent two blocks to the west. The two-or three-story business buildings 
include a number of frame country stores, some with attached residences. Other 
commercial styles include Late Federal brick,"Boom Town Front", French Second 
Empire, I t a l i a n a t e , Romanesque Revival, Queen Anne, Beaux Arts, and Neo­
class i c a l . Sprihkled irt the comtnercia 1' area and in 
to the residential area are some public buildings.^ 
Town Hall, an I89A Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
a Jacobethan Township Building, a 1930's post o f f i c e , and a post WW I I 
l i b r a r y . On the west, the last four blocks spotlight a tree-lined residential 
area and include a few stately brick homes of Gothic Revival, I t a l i a n V i l l a , 
and French Second Empire. However, large frame Queen Anne and Stick Style 
homes with elaborate wrap-around porches from the turn of the century 
dominate, and seem to hav/e influehted oWherS of more vernacular buildings to 

- add open porches as the street became the desirable location for merchants ^ 
to build. There are some good isxamplfes'of Sears-style houses and some 
excellent bungalows that i l l u s t r a t e the continuous building a c t i v i t y that subsided 
with the Great Depression of the 1930's. . .. .. . . = • j f , 

the block that connects 
They include an 187^ 
of Romanesque Revival style_, 

The industrial area includes the abandoned lock (#1) of the canal. Constructed 
o r i g i n a l l y of limestone blocks and later covered with lime cement, the lock and 
the grassy canal bed are included in the Great Miami River Corridor Plan for re-

; creational development. Key buildings on the west side of the canal are the Tipp 
Roller M i l l (#2) begun in 1839; and the linseed m i l l , later converted to the I889 
Buggy Whip Factory (#89) on the south side of the street. 

(See continuation sheet #8) , , • r 
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The buildings i n the commercial area of the d i s t r i c t included copper shops, saloons, 
a tree nursery, physician's o f f i c e and public f a c i l i t i e s . Most of the structures are 
ty p i c a l of the period i n which they were b u i l t and a l l have businesses today. There 
are the frame vernacular (#80, #81, #82, #83), l a t e Federal (#7, #13, #14, #74), 
Greek Revival (#9, #77, #86), "Boomtown" Front (#10, #11, #78, #79), Romanesque Revival 
(#72, #88), French Second Empire (#70), I t a l i a n a t e (#15, #16, #21, #15, #16), Queen 
Anne #(12), Beaux Arts (#17), Neo Classical (#18) and Jacobethan (#69). An outstanding 
structure i s the Chaffee Opera House (#73), a three story brick building that retains 
a stage and seating area on the second f l o o r . This old opera house i s currently being 
considered for restoration and reuse. I t s f i r s t f l o o r i s a t t r a c t i v e with plate glass 
show areas and striped awnings. Another key structure i s the three-story frame Burwell 
Building with a pair of two-story bay windows. This building i s unique because i t has 
a v e n t i l a t i o n shaft and skylight which was very important for the builder whose son 
had his photography shop here. The frame stores with boom town f r o n t s , attached residences 
and/or gabled facades, located nearest to the canal, should not be overlooked. They are 
important as reminders of early Ohio towns from the 1840's to the 1870's, before frame 
structures were replaced by brick business blocks because of the vunerability to f i r e . 

The 1874 Tippecanoe Engine House, now the City Building (#21), i s the administrative 
headquarters for the City, and i t s restoration spearheaded the interest i n furthering 
the village's Main Street restoration. A style not generally found i n small towns i s 
the Jacobetharmonroe Township Building dating,from 1915, which has a commercial f i r s t 
l e v e l . ' , ' 

The r e s i d e n t i a l area i s separated from the commercial and public buildings primarily 
by the r a i l r o a d tracks. A few early houses were b u i l t on open land on the west end 
of Main Street. One i s the Sidney Chaffee house (#39), an outstanding example of French 
Second Empire. He was the builder of the opera house, and a prominent businessman. Also 
notable i s the Gothic Revival house (#58) b u i l t by Jacob Meyer, and the house with Greek 
Revival and I t a l i a n V i l l a influences (#35). 

Many houses were b u i l t from 1890 - 1920's. There are the Queen Anne's (#19, #25, #25, 
#27, #32, #36, #47, #63), the Stick Styles (#23, #64), the ^il^4**5f5fe (#30, #38, #41, 
#44, #45, #46, #48, #54, #55, #58, #59), the P r a i r i e Style (#60), the bungalows (#3, #4, 
#42, #43, #51) and a Colonial s t y l e with Dutch gambrel roof (#34). 

Some e a r l i e r homes, (#28, #33, #37, #56, #57), acquired fancy porches at the turn of 
the century. A l l together, the street blends w e l l and t y p i f i e s the introduction of 
large porches and leisure hours for small town residents. 

The Tipp City H i s t o r i c a l Society, the Restoration and Architectural Review Board of 
Tipp City, the Tipp City Players, the Cultural Committee of Community Services, the 
Downtown Merchants, the Chamber of Commerce, the City Council and the City Manager's 
o f f i c e are a l l working together to foster ongoing appreciation of the a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
heritage of the City. 
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This nomination i s a resul t of an inventory begun by Pat Logan, Tipp City, and directed 
by Loren Gannon, and studies done on the commercial architecture by Kim Zarney, 
Townscape, Inc. and several Ohio State students from the school of Architecture. 

During the summer of 1982, an inte r n from Miami University was directed to prepare the 
nomination by the City Manager, Steven Husemann. The i n t e r n , Judy Gilleland, was 
assisted by many interested residents, but especially by Ellen Cotterman and Sandy 
Whitaker. The work was advised by Mary Ann Brown, area coordinator for Southwest Ohio, 
from the Ohio His t o r i c Preservation Office. 

There has been no complete archaeological survey of Tipp City; therefore t h i s nomination 
does not include any archaeological information. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beginning at the northeast corner of the east right-of-way l i n e of the Miami-Erie 
canal lands; 

thence southeastward, with the east right-of-way l i n e of said canal lands, a t o t a l 
distance of 348 feet, more or less, to a point 150 feet south of the south right-of-
way l i n e of East Main Street; 

thence westward, p a r a l l e l to 150 feet south of the south right-of-way l i n e of East 
Main Street, a t o t a l distance of 330 feet, more or less, crossing the Miami-Erie 
Canal lands and Outlot 45 and Outlot 44, to a point on the west l i n e of Outlet 44; 

crossing South F i r s t Street and proceeding west on the north alley l i n e , p a r a l l e l 
to Main Street, follow t h i s to the Southeast Point of l o t #407, then turning North 
following the Western l i n e of l o t #407. 

Crossing West Main Street and proceeding north along the western l i n e of l o t #1042 
to the northwestern point; 

Thence eastward following the south l i n e of the al l e y , p a r a l l e l to Main Street, 
continue eastward through property lines to the northeast side of F i r s t Street, 
continue p a r a l l e l to and 120 feet north of the north l i n e of East Main Street and 
crossing l o t s 1, 491, state l o t and Miami-Erie Canal lands, a t o t a l distance of 
305 feet, more or less, to the east right-of-way l i n e of the Miami-Erie Canal lands 
and the place of beginning. 

For j u s t i f i c a t i o n of boiandary see section 7. 
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CITY OF 

COUNCIL—MANAGER 
GOVERNMENT 

MUNICIPAL OFFICES 

3 EAST MAIN STREET • TIPP CITY, OHIO 45371 • (513)667-8424 

September 1 , 1982 
STEVEN C. HUSEMANN 

City Manager 

Mr. David Simmons •,. 
State Historic Preservation Office j-, ̂ ''-rC ^ 
Ohio Historical Center \v.. .sf'.. . • * -
Columbus, Ohio 45211 ' t'"^ 

Dear Mr. Simmons: 

The Tipp City Restoration and Architectural Board of Review would like 
to go on record as strongly endorsing the "Old Tippecanoe Main Street 
Historic District" for nomination to the National Register. As the of­
fi c i a l l y appointed board which reviews requests for changes in this 
district, we have had the opportunity to witness the structure by 
structure revitalization of this area. The district's preservation has 
enhanced the economic vitality of the district as well as providing 
cultural and aesthetic value. 

The districts historic value is obvious from the content of the appli­
cation but the sentiment and attachment which the residents of our area 
feel for this district eludes mere print. 

We hope that the committee will share our interest in this district and 
assist our continuing restoration process through a positive recommendation 
on this application. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Rousculp, Chairmaf 
Restoration and Architectural 
Board of Review. 

1 . " j 

.- --̂  ..... 



TIPP CITY AREA 

19Vi E. Main St., Tipp City, Ohio 45371 

Phone 513-667-8300 

September 1, I982 

Mr, David Sinmons 
Ohio National Preservation Officer 
Ohio Histcrical Center 
Columbus, Ohio U321I * 

Dear Mr. Simmons: 

The Tipp City Area Chamber of Ccomerce and its members support and 
endorse the nomination of the Old Tippecanoe Main Street Historical District 
for inclusion in the National Register. 

This nomination will have a very importemt and positive impact on our 
community, especially the downtown business area. We are proud of our 
history, and will be honored to be included in the National Register, 

Thank you for your ccnsideration. 

Sincerely, 

Hadden 
resident 

member of: Ohio Chamber of Commerce 



Tipp Monroe Community Services, Ine, 
P.O. Box 242 Tipp City, Ohio 45371 

Phone (513)667-8631 

September 1, 1982 -

David Simmons 
Ohio Historical Preservation Officer 
Ohio Historical Center 
Columbus, Ohio 1̂ 3211 

Dear Mr. Simmons: 

Tipp Monroe Community Seirvices woTild like to encourage yoiir consideration 
of the Old Tippecanoe Main Street Historic District nomination to the 
National Register. We believe that such a designation wo\ild have a 
most positive impact on the entire Tipp Monroe connmmity. 

The development of the entire nomination package has been community 
oriented and represents collaborative efforts of many groups and 
individuals throughout the community. These people have demonstrated 
an intense pride in their historical h e r i t a ^ which is extremely 
valuable and surely worthy of recognition. 

Sincerely voTirs, 

rbhn Hegman 
President 

JH/cd 



ALVA M. PARSONS. Realtor 

PARSONS INSURANCE AGENCY AND REALTY SERVICE 
Standards ol | | • 3 0 9 W E S T M A I N STREET TIPP CITY. OHIO 4 5 3 7 1 
Professional Serv ice ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H 

REALTOR* PHONE: (51 3) - 667-2824 

" " - " ^ V y v ^ - c i l C . & w < ^ i ^ a : t l ^ ^ - 6 4 ^ ^ 

n c d : c ^ VV^iWc:^ l^c^p.:tz^-. . 

Xi^^vccM <S<.^ja.^Aj! e^ljol^ --^^yu^ yQ.^cJU.^ (sCib^^^^tuQ-u. 

Si -
"^"^^ ^^^^^ ' ^"^^^ S s I 



Sept. 5» 1982 

Ohio Historic Preservation Office 
Ohio Historical Center 
Goliimbus, Oh, 1|L3221 

Dear Sirs: .. ••r'v;.'.v 

Attention: Mr. David Sisnaons 

Lately ny wife and I have been informed that 
downtown Tipp City i s being considered for 
inclusion in the National Register of Histor- | 
ic places. We own an old style two-story i 
Queen Anne type home at 105 West Main St., 1 
which we have been remodeling for the past few | 
years. We think this is a fine idea as there 
are my authenic old buildings along Main Street 
as well as many interesting old homes* 

The old section of the city i s of special in­
terest to us. We would like to see i t preserv­
ed and hope i t will be included in the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

Respectfully Yours, 

/John H. Sproule 
105 West Main St. 
Tipp City, Oh, W371 ^1 
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3 2 6 WEST MAIN STREET 

TIPP CITY, OHIO 4 5 3 7 1 

(513) 6 6 7 - 4 4 8 1 

THOMAS E. DYSINGER 
Attorney at Law 

1740 FIRST NATIONAL PLAZA 

ISO WEST SECOND STREET 

DAYTON. OHIO 4 5 4 0 2 

(513) 222-1156 

September 8, 1982 

Ohio H i s t o r i c Preservation .' . > • - • 
Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Center ' ' ...̂ .••̂ '̂ 't'- .• ;̂ / • 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 -

A t t e n t i o n : Mr. David Simmons 

^ ; ^ : : ., RE: L i s t i n g o f Tipp C i t y H i s t o r i c a l 
' \ ' - D i s t r i c t on the Na t i o n a l Register 

Dear Mr. Simmons: • " ' ' 

I reside i n the h i s t o r i c a l d i s t r i c t located on Main S t r e e t i n 
Tipp C i t y , Ohio and maintain a law o f f i c e i n my residence, i am 
w r i t i n g t o you t o encourage your promotion o f the l i s t i n g o f the 
Tipp C i t y h i s t o r i c a l d i s t r i c t on the n a t i o n a l r e g i s t e r . 

I was born and ra i s e d i n Tipp C i t y and am the f o u r t h generation 
o f my f a m i l y t o reside i n t h i s area- I am very f a m i l i a r w i t h the 
l o c a l h i s t o r y which i s f i l l e d w i t h many i n t r i g u i n g characters and an-
cedotes d a t i n g back from the town's roots as a settlement along the 
Miami-Erie canal. The town i s p i c t u r e s q u e l y nestled along the 
banks o f the Great Miami River and the canal and i t s locks remain 
mostly i n t a c t . • • - — 

I n my e a r l i e r years I witnessed a d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f many o f the 
town's older landmark homes and businesses as Tipp C i t y s u f f e r e d from 
the s h i f t o f the po p u l a t i o n from the r u r a l t o urban areas. 

However, i n the l a s t 10 years, there has been a new surge o f 
v i t a l i t y t o Tipp C i t y as many persons and businesses have moved i n t o 
the h i s t o r i c a l d i s t r i c t and r e h a b i l i t a t e d the h i s t o r i c s t r u c t u r e s 
located t h e r e i n . • •• : - . •• 

A s u b s t a n t i a l s e c t i o n o f Tipp C i t y has been designated by the 
Tipp C i t y c o u n c i l as a r e s t o r a t i o n area. A r e s t o r a t i o n committee '1 



was selected by c o u n c i l and a l l improvements t o any b u i l d i n g s i n the 
area are subject t o the p r i o r approval o f t h i s committee. This 
committee i s s t a f f e d by people who are knowledgeable not only i n the 
area o f the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f h i s t o r i c s t r u c t u r e s , but who are also 
f a m i l i a r w i t h the h i s t o r y o f Tipp C i t y , and they are performing an 
e x c e l l e n t job o f maintaining the h i s t o r i c a l uniqueness o f the area. 
The area contains many s t r u c t u r e s which are over 100 years o l d and 
there has been p r a c t i c a l l y no new c o n s t r u c t i o n i n the area i n the 
l a s t 20 years. The property owners i n t h i s d i s t r i c t are t a k i n g 
great p r i d e and care i n the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f t h e i r p r o p e r t i e s and 
each year sees a new group o f b u i l d i n g s being renovated. 

The c i t i z e n s o f Tipp C i t y have intense community p r i d e which 
was evidenced by t h e i r passage l a s t year o f a s u b s t a n t i a l income 
tax increase and school m i l l levy. The income tax increase i s 
being used f o r an extensive c a p i t a l improvement p r o j e c t which i s 
r e s u l t i n g i n the replacement o f curbs, g u t t e r s and sidewalks o f a 
large p o r t i o n o f the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . This area now looks b e t t e r 
than i t has at any other time of my l i f e . Tipp C i t y also has a 
h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y which puts on many programs, i n c l u d i n g s l i d e 
presentations and tours o f the businesses and residences i n the 
h i s t o r i c a l d i s t r i c t which are attended by large numbersof persons. 

The h i s t o r i c a l d i s t r i c t i n Tipp C i t y i s located on Main S t r e e t 
which i s l i n e d w i t h many b e a u t i f u l , o l d , w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d shade tr e e s 
and contains many f i n e homes and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y unique business 
establishments. This i s an area which immediately charms o u t - o f -
town v i s i t o r s and which i s w e l l deserving o f being preserved f o r 
the enjoyment o f f u t u r e generations. Thus, I would s t r o n g l y urge 
you t o nominate the Tipp C i t y h i s t o r i c a l d i s t r i c t f o r l i s t i n g on the 
n a t i o n a l r e g i s t e r . I f I can answer any o f your questions or provide 
any assistance, please l e t me know. 

Very t r u l y yours. 

-̂ ' ^ ^ Thomas E. Dysinger 

TED/krw 
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September 8, 1982 

EUGENE MIZE, MAYOR 

3 EAST MAIN STREET 
TIPP CITY, OHIO 45371 

Mr. David Simmons 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation Offices 
Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Center 
Columbus, Ohio 45211 

Dear Mr. Simmons: 

We, the citizens of Tipp City are very proud of our Old Tippecanoe 
H i s t o r i c a l D i s t r i c t ' s decision to apply for the National Register. 

This section of our c i t y i s the one most v i s i t o r s see and with the 
care and restoration given i t by our citize n s . I t i s a beautiful 
sight to behold. 

The continuous preservation and restoration of thi s d i s t r i c t makes 
us a l l proud, and w i l l assure our future citizens a look at our 
h i s t o r i c past. 

As Mayor of thi s c i t y , I am very proud of our people and thi s K 
h i s t o r i c a l section of our past. 

Sincere 



CITY OF 

COUNCIL—MANAGER 
GOVERNMENT 

MUNICIPAL OFFICES 

3 EAST MAIN STREET • TIPP CITY, OHIO 45371 • (513)667-8424 

September 8, 1982 
STEVEN C. HUSEMANN 

City Manager 

Mr. David Simmons 
State Historic Preservation Offices 
Ohio Historical Center 
Columbus, Ohio 45211 

Dear Mr. Simmons; 

The Municipality of Tipp City is proud to be one of the sponsors of the 
Old Tippecanoe Main Street Historical District's application for the 
National Register. This district establishes the image of our entire 
community. As the traditional economic center of the City i t often is 
the only glimpse of our community that some people see. Obviously, the 
City Council is concerned about the enhancement of the restoration of 
this district. The continued preservation of the district will offer 
heritage and culture to future generations as well as to provide for 
continued economic vi t a l i t y . At their September 7th meeting, the City 
Council voted unanimously to endorse the application and urge the re­
view board to make a positive recommendation for nomination. 

Sincerely, 

arol Turner 
President, Tipp City Council 

Steven C. Husemann 
City Manager 



DRIVER CORRIDOR-Safety Building • Troy, Ohio 45373 • Ph. (513)335-8341 • (513)773-9680 

September 9, 19 8 2 

David Simmons 
Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Preservation O f f i c e r : 
Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Center 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

Dear Mr. Simmons: 

Please be advised t h a t the Great Miami River Corridor 
Committee of Miami and Shelby Counties wishes t o endorse 
the designation of the "Old Tippecanoe Main S t r e e t His­
t o r i c D i s t r i c t " on the Nat i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places. 

The Corridor Committee i s a n o n - p r o f i t o r g a n i z a t i o n es­
t a b l i s h e d t o promote p r e s e r v a t i o n , conservation, and 
r e c r e a t i o n along the Great Miami River. Since Tipp C i t y 
i s one of our member j u r i s d i c t i o n s , the Committee r e ­
viewed the proposed designation and f o r m a l l y endorsed 
t h i s p r o j e c t a t i t s meeting of September 8, 1982. 

I t was f e l t t h a t t h i s proposed h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t i s of 
s i g n i f i c a n c e and t h a t designation would g r e a t l y b e n e f i t 
both the C i t y and our Committee. Therefore, we urge you 
to act fav o r a b l y upon t h i s request. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Lucia Bravo, 
Chairman 

cc: f i l e 
Wilson 



P.O. Box 65 
Tipp C i t y , Ohio, 45371 
September 10, 1982 

A t t n : Mr. David Simmons 
Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Preservation O f f i c e 
Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Center 
Columbus, Ohio, 43211 

Dear Mr. Simmons, 

I would l i k e t o add my endorsement to the a p p l i c a t i o n 
f o r the acceptance of Old Tippecanoe Main Str e e t 
H i s t o r i c a l D i s t r i c t i n t o the Na t i o n a l Register. As 
Vice-President o f the Tippecanoe H i s t o r i c a l Society, 
I am aware of the importance of t h i s d i s t r i c t t o the 
community. I w i l l hope f o r a favorable r u l i n g on 
September 17. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Cart w r i g h t , Mrs. Charles 



lltNOrS CLOSfT 
126 J. /yialfi Si. 

De.a/L f^/i. Simnon^, 

9'm weJLi avxi/ie. of, the. cuhLuAjaJi cyiaup Jin I Lpp (jJ-y. arvd iheA-e. 

e.pf.on.i^ to have. oan. d.oivnJiown pui. on ike, aaJLLonaJL fLL^io/LLcaJ. 

A.egJ./}ieA. . 

0 would Like ix> exp/ieyi/^ my. izz-L^Ae-d along. wLiK ike. many, people 

ikai a/ie u)onkiry^ fon. ikJui to happen., 3 have iivo buAJine/Sytse^ 

in. I i-pp and own ike btiilding,^. I key dai.e bach io iaie iSOO'^ 

O'ye wo/iked veA.y kanA. io pn.eyien.ve ikeJji onJLyJLnaX. appeanxmce 

in keeping, wLik ike ki^ionicni. ikeme of. OUA. iown. 

^yeA.yone^jJi ^eem^d^i^ v&iy encouAjag.ejd oboui ike fad. ikai >x) 

muck neAionjaiJuon by pnJLvaie inxLividual^ J-^i being, done. 

All of OUA onxj,ani.^aiion,4 anjte wonkinjg. iou.'onxl^ ihJui w<)nJkwhiJLe 

pn.oj.eci of a uni.fi.ed looking. hJUiion-icjal doiuitown in/iiead of 

a deayinjg. non-di^cJcLpi communijLy. J ikink iki^ ex-plain^ why 

we hxive /)uck a nJ,ce plnce io live in and wonh in. ^vojiyone 

yseemd io be afien. ike /iome goal. Vlea/ie con/iiden. oan. appllca-

iion wLik muck concefin noi only fon. otin. g.eneAjaiu.on bui fon. 

g.enenxiiion^ io come. 

Ikank you veA.y muck fon. iaking, ike iJune io nead. ikJui , 

Sinc.en.ely, 



Realty, Inc. 
225 East Main street 
Tipp City, Ohio 45371 
(513) 667-2448 
Dayton Line: 845-9424 

David Simmons 
Ohio Historical Preservation Office 
Historical Center 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

September 3, 1982 :̂ v.: ' 

Mr. Simmons: "'"'"'C••••^'''J-• 

l dJh an owner of a historical building, the Tipp Roller M i l l , b u i l t 

i n 1839* I was pleased to hear of the scheduled appointment Sept. 17th. 

1982 to consider our section of town to be on the Historical Register. 

I feel this w i l l be a great asset to the development and further interest 

of the downtwon community. I am looking forward to seeing this pass. ... 

Sincerely, 

mi 

HEALTOH* 



Dear Mr. Sinm^Rs: 

TippecaB«e H i s t c r i c a l Society 
P.O. Bex 65 
Tipp City, Ohi« - . 
^5371 " . ' 

k 

This l e t t e r I E i a regardte the applicatioR of the old busiaese d i s t r i c t 

• f Tipp City for imelusioa iato the Historic Register. Speakiag as presideat 

• f the Tlppecaaoe H i s t o r i c a l Society, I would l i k e to highly recommend the 

approval of t h i s applicatiea. As president and as a resident of downtown j '. ;; 

Tipp City I am very excited and anxious to see this d i s t i n c t i o n become a 

r e a l i t y . ' 

I served for some time on the Restoration Steering Committee which was 

d i r e c t l y involved with the research for the application. There has been much 

hard work and long hours poured into t h i s project. However, i t has been a 

labor of love. We are a l l proud of our small community and i t s r i c h heritage. 

I ; . The uniqueness of our downtown d i s t r i c t i s truly outstanding and should be 

'"" preserved for the future generations to enjoy as we do today. The popularity 

of our annual F a l l tours strengthens our hope for a t o t a l restoration of this 

area. I have lived a block from the main intersectioa in town for over ten 

years. My husband runs the barber shop on the corner of Second and Main Sts. 

and I work in tho variety store next door, both businesses being in one of the 

oldest buildings i a towa, the Butler building, which also houses the Opera 

House. We love the atmosphere of the downtown d i s t r i c t , there i s a closeness 

aad friendly aura which I f e e l i s definitely enhanced by the eld-fashioned 

surrouadiags. There i s vast potential in t h i s small area , but i t does need 

a boost, aad there are many people who would l i k e to see i t become the v i t a l 

hub i t once was. There are many plans with this outcome in mind tiud inclusion 

iato tho Historic Register would serve to strengthen these plans and bolster 

the comnunity both c u l t u r a l l y and economically, 

Again,X would l i k e to strongly recommend approval of the application. 

We are very proud of our past and would l i k e to see i t become a v i t a l part 

of our future. 

i: Yours t r u l y , 

Tl 


