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1. Name 

historic P a r k F l a t s 

and/or common P a r k A p a r t m e n t s 

2. Location • 

street & number 2 3 7 8 - 2 3 8 4 P a r k A v e n u e ' ^ not for publication 

city, town 

state O h i o code 039 county H a m i l t o n code 061 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district public y occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park ^ -
structure both worl< In progress educational X private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X- yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 

N/A no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Maple Creek Partners c/o Nelson Schwab I I I 

street & number T a f t Broadcasting Company, A t t r a c t i o n s Group, 1718 Young St. 

city, town C i n c i n n a t i vicinityof state O h i o 45210 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. H a m i l t o n C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 

street & numljer Court and Main Streets 

city, town C i n c i n n a t i state O h i o 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title C i n c i n n a t i H i s t o r i c I n v e n t o r y has this property been determined eligible? yes x no 

date 1978 federal state county local 

depository for survey records Miami Purchase Associatinn for Histririr! Prf^gp^rv^^i nn 

c'ty.town Cincinnati state cihin 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
^ excellent deteriorated unaltered ^ original site 

good ruins x altered moved date - %M 
fair unexposed ( i n t e r i o r ) ' 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
This f o u r - s t o r y b u i l d i n g has a b a s i c a l l y r e c t a n g u l a r plan w i t h recessed sec­
t i o n s on the east side f o r l i g h t and v e n t i l a t i o n . The r u s t i c a t e d stone base 
composes the ground s t o r y on a l l sides of the b u i l d i n g except the east, or 
back, side. The upper s t o r i e s sheathed i n a b u f f - c o l o r e d b r i c k , w i t h two 
beltcourses per s t o r y . The bottom beltcourse i s more elaborate; i t appears 
almost l i k e a cor n i c e , w i t h moldings crowning i t . The upper beltcourse has 
no ornamentation. The b u i l d i n g i s crowned by a heavy e n t a b l a t u r e composed 
of large i n c i s e d brackets which are punctuated by d e n t i l s and medallions 
w i t h flower m o t i f s i n the f r i e z e . 

The west e l e v a t i o n , which faces Park Avenue, contains the f o u r main entrances 
t o the apartments, and thus i s the most prominent a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y . The d i s ­
t i n g u i s h i n g features of t h i s f r o n t facade are the m u l t i - s t o r y bay windows and 
the entrances. The e i g h t t h r e e - s t o r y bay windows, which terminate a t the 
roof l i n e , are decorated simply w i t h rectangular panels below the 1/1 windows. 
On each s t o r y , between the bay windows, there i s a small round-arched window 
decorated w i t h a keystone. The ground s t o r y entrances are i d e n t i c a l , w i t h 
paneled stone p i l a s t e r s which f l a n k the doors. The doorways are capped w i t h 
paneled stone round arches w i t h keystones, which c o n t a i n f a n l i g h t s composed 
of opalescent glass. The entrances are designated "A" through "D", w i t h the 
l e t t e r appearing on a s h i e l d m o t i f i n the f a n l i g h t s . Above the paneled round 
arch of the doorways i s a stone panel i n which the word "Park" i s i n s c r i b e d . 
The foyers of these entrances are small, w i t h stairTvays leading both up and 
down w i t h i n approximately four f e e t of the door. The foyers have colored 
t i l e d f l o o r s , marble w a l l s , and simple oak woodwork. »o)*no3gm»a — 

The no r t h and south sides of the b u i l d i n g are s i m i l a r , w i t h a m u l t i - s t o r y 
bay window i n the center of the e l e v a t i o n . The no r t h side's bay window i s 
i d e n t i c a l t o those on the west e l e v a t i o n ; the south side bay window i s four 
s t o r i e s high. Both e l e v a t i o n s have three open paneled balconies, one per 
s t o r y , which are located a t the west end of the e l e v a t i o n s . 

The east, or back, e l e v a t i o n has several recesses which serve as l i g h t c o u r t s . 
These recesses contain porches on each f l o o r , which have a low b r i c k w a l l , 
now stuccoed, a t the outside edge. 

The b u i l d i n g i s located a t a busy i n t e r s e c t i o n , j u s t east of Peebles Corner, 
which h i s t o r i c a l l y was the most important commercial area i n Walnut H i l l s . 
Single f a m i l y homes, many now m u l t i - f a m i l y , and la r g e apartment b u i l d i n g s 
l i n e Park Avenue t o the west and south of the Park Apartments. 

ergx ^ 
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8. Significance 

Period Areas of Signi f icance—Check and jus t i f y be low 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _x architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

_2i_1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 
Invention other (specify) 

Spoci f ic dates 1 9 0 4 Bui lder /Arch i tect C h a r l e s M a y e r , d e v e l o p e r 
' ( a r c h i t e c t no t known) 

Statement of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

The Park Apartments i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an example of a l o c a l adaptation of 
elements of the Chicago Commercial s t y l e , combined w i t h the subsequent 
c l a s s i c i s m of the e a r l y 20th century, i n a r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g . The 
b u i l d i n g ' s a r c h i t e c t u r a l design i s a successful blend of the f u n c t i o n a l 
and a e s t h e t i c concepts of these two periods of a r c h i t e c t u r e . The Chicago 
Commercial s t y l e was a t i t s h e i g h t i n the 1880's and 1890's. A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
c r i t i c s appreciated i t s f u n c t i o n a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , such as the allowance of 
more l i g h t through i t s glass-enclosed bays made possi b l e by i t s metal frame­
work, and the simple l i n e s and decoration which d i d not d i s t r a c t from the 
d e l i n e a t i o n of i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . I t was the Columbian Exposition of 1893 
i n Chicago which was the most v i s i b l e cause, although not the only f a c t o r , 
i n the demise of t h i s s t y l e . The "White C i t y ' s " overwhelmingly c l a s s i c a l 
appearance l e d the way t o a new c l a s s i c a l i d e a l and "[by] 1898 ... the 
Renaissance palazzo ... was already an emergent i d e a l as the aftermath of 
the Columbian E x p o s i t i o n , although i n c i p i e n t i n b u i l d i n g s completed before 
the F a i r , l i k e the Marshall F i e l d Warehouse Store and the Second L e i t e r 
B u i l d i n g . " 1 - 13 

The design of the Park Apartments s u c c e s s f u l l y combines the f u n c t i o n a l con­
s i d e r a t i o n s of the Chicago Commercial s t y l e w i t h the popular a e s t h e t i c of 
the c l a s s i c a l idea of the e a r l y 20th century. The elements of the Chicago 
Commercial s t y l e are p a r t i c u l a r l y represented i n the r e p e t i t i v e , m u l t i - s t o r y 
bay windows which reach t o the top of the b u i l d i n g and j o i n w i t h the cornice 
i n a manner s i m i l a r t o Holabird and Roche's Tacoma B u i l d i n g (1887-1889). 
The b u i l d i n g i s garbed, though i n a simple i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the Second 
Renaissance Revival, whose elements include the r u s t i c a t e d base, beltcourses 
and c l a s s i c a l d e t a i l s . i 

The Apartments were b u i l t i n 1904 by Charles Mayer, who had r e c e n t l y changed 
his profession from insurance t o r e a l e s t a t e . Mayer subsequently founded 
Mayer Realty and B u i l d i n g Co., which p r i m a r i l y developed s i n g l e - f a m i l y houses 
and duplexes i n the Walnut H i l l s and Avondale areas. Although the Park 
Apartments were an e a r l y p r o j e c t f o r Mayer, he was c e r t a i n l y aware of the 
most important f a c t o r i n r e a l estate - l o c a t i o n . The apartments were loca­
ted close t o the l a r g e s t and most important commercial area i n Walnut H i l l s 
i n the l a t e nineteenth and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s , Peebles Corner. Re­
sidents of the apartments could e i t h e r walk t o work close by or board the 
s t r e e t c a r s on G i l b e r t Avenue, two blocks away, t o t h e i r jobs downtown. The 
residents of the f l a t s i n 1923 (the f i r s t year t h a t a s t r e e t index i s i n c l u ­
ded i n the c i t y d i r e c t o r y ) bear out t h i s statement. The res i d e n t s comprised 
a mix of occupations from c l e r k s and stenographers who worked f o r l a r g e com­
panies downtown t o merchants who had shops on McMillan t o the president of 
a piano company. (cont'd.) 

T. p. 73, AMERICAN BUILDINGS AND THEIR ARCHITECTS: Progressive and Academic 

Ideals a t the Turn of the 20th Century, VJilliam H. Jordy, 1976 . 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Deed search, tax d u p l i c a t e s - Hamilton County Courthouse 
Williams' C i n c i n n a t i C i t y D i r e c t o r i e s * 
1900 census 
AMERICAN BUILDINGS AND THEIR ARCHITECTS: Progressive and Academic Ideals 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property T i e s s — t h a n o n e a c r e 

Quadrangle name C i n c i n r ta t i E a s t 

UMT References ~ ~ 
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Verbal boundary description and justification Beginning at the southeast corner of McMillan 
St . and Park Ave.; thence running along the south side of McMillan S t . , in an 
easter ly d irec t ion s i x t y (60) f t . ; thence southwardly at r ight angles to sa id 
McMillan S t . , one hundred forty (140) feet , more or l e s s , to the north (cont'd) 
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code i 
state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title R i t a Walsh. A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

organization Miami Purchase Associat ion date F e b r u a r y 19 8 3 

street & number 8 1 2 D a y t o n S t r e e t telephone ( 5 1 3 ) 7 2 1 - 4 5 0 6 

city or town C i n c i n n a t i state O h i o 4 5 2 1 4 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national State -^^!^IOCal 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and cepity that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service^ 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature io. I 
title 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

P.gglBtaf date 

Ceeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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Ihere are many other apartment buildings i n t±ie c i t y v^ch were b u i l t i n approximately 
the same period as the Park Apartments, several of vMch have Second Renaissance Revival 
elements. Although some of these buildings have bay windows, they are not a continix5us 
elenent across the facade nor are they more than two stories h i ^ . 

Although the Park Apartments i s sinple s t y l i s t i c a l l y , i t s multi-story bay windows are 
a stri}:ing visual element i n the streetscape. Not only do t±iey function as a source 
for much more l i g h t and venU.lation, but the repetition of the bays creates a rhythm 
that distinguishes the building from others nearby, a qualitry v^ch was notable i n the 
early Chicago Ccffmercial style skyscrapers. 



FHR-8-300 (11-78) 

United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
Park Flats, Cincinnati, Hamilton County, Ohio 
Continuation sheet Item number 10 
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feet, more or less, to the north l i n e of lands formerly owned by Joseph B. Foraker 
and Elizabeth Appleton; thence along the said l i n e i n a westerly d i r e c t i o n and 
pa r a l l e l to McMillan Street sixty(60) feet, to the east l i n e of Park Avenue; thence 
along the east l i n e of Park Avenue i n a northerly d i r e c t i o n one hundred f o r t y (140) 
feet, more or less, to the place of beginning. The building occupies almost the 
entire s i t e described. 
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 
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• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
cn owner objection 
CU appeal 

Substantive Review: IUI sample 

Worl<ing No.. 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: ' f / S 
Action: 

I n t i f e RETURN 
_REJECT. 

9 1933 

Federal Agency: 

O request • appeal CU NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation siieet 

Nomination returned for: .teciinlcal corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. iSlame 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

(^tegory Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has tills property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CU fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragrapli 
cn completeness 
• clarity 
CU alterations/Integrity 
cn dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

cn summary paragraph 
cn completeness 
cn clarity 
cn applicable criteria 
cn justification of areas checked 
cn relating significance to the resource 
• context 
cn relationship of Integrity to significance 
cn justification of exception 
cn other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

cn Maps 
cn Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 








































