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1. Name 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

NPS use only 

received ^ I 7 ©83 

date entered 

historic Cincinnati Gymnasium and Athletic Club 

and/or common C i n c i n n a t i A t h l e t i c C l u b 

2. Location 

street & number m S h i l l i t o P l a e e - not for publication 

city, town C i n c i n n a t i f y f ^ Vicinity of 

state O h i o code 039 county H a m i l t o n code 061 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip 

district public 
building(s) ^ private 
structure both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
object in process 

being considered 
N/A 

Status 
^ occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
^( yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 

X other: 

Category Ownersh ip 
district public 
building(s) ^ private 
structure both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
object in process 

being considered 
N/A 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 

X other: 

4. Owner off Property 
name Cincinnati Athlet ic Club 

street & number H I S h i l l i t o Place 

city, town Cincinnati N/A vicinity of state Oh io 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Hamilton County Court House 

street & number Main and Court Streets 

city, town Cincinnati State Ohio 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Cincinnati Historical Inventory has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date August 1978 federal state county local 

depository for survey records Miami Purchase Association for Historic Preservation 

city, town Cincinnati state Ohio 



7. Description 

Condition Check one 
excellent deteriorated X unaltered 

X. gpo|l 1 y^:l ruins altered 
— f i l r unexposed 

Check one 
original site 
moved date 

•f - . , • ,... . 

Condition Check one 
excellent deteriorated X unaltered 

X. gpo|l 1 y^:l ruins altered 
— f i l r unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Cincinnati Gymnasium and Athletic Club consists o£ a four story Second Renaissance 
Revival building with a single entrance located on Shillito Place. 

The structure consists of brick and frame construction with the Shillito Place facade 
consisting of Second Renaissance Revival style architecture. This facade consists of 
a rough stone foundation with polished stone f i r s t level with eight windows arranged 
in pairs and a carved entrance way with a recessed doorway and with the words 
"Cincinnati-Gymnasium § Athletic Club." Individual windows are located at the extreme 
side of the front facade balancing the distribution of windows on the facade. The 
third floor consists of five large windows, centered above the pairs of smaller windows 
on the f i r s t two floors and the doorway, with stone arches above the windows and four 
medallions between the uppermost portion of the arches. The very top level consists 
of ten small windows for ventilation purposes which are centered above the five large 
windows and arches of the- third level. 

The upper two stories consist of brick eicterior with a Quoin of stone to accentuate 
the comers of the building. The remaining three sides to the building consist of 
common brick, one being a common wall to an adjoining building owned by the club and 
used for physical facilities of the organization, the south side fronts on an alleyway 
and the west side which was originally a wall with an adjoining building which has 
since been removed and currently consists of a brick wall with a metal wall sculpture 
commissioned by the City of Cincinnati. . i;*'--

The interior consists of a f i r s t level lounge area, business office, restaurant, rest-
rooms and athletic fa c i l i t i e s . The lounge area is substantially the same design and 
layout as when the f a c i l i t y was f i r s t opened in 1902. I t consists of molded plaster 
ceilings with a fake fireplace on the east side of the building, above which is 
inscribed "Cincinnati Gymnasium and Athletic Club." The second level consists of 
locker room and shower faci l i t i e s . The tliird level consists of the gymnasium floor 
and athletic facilities and the fourth level consists of the original banked suspended 
running track and other athletic fac i l i t i e s . The basement of the building contains 
the original tiled swimming pool, steamrooms and heatrooms as well as modem whirlpool 
bath, sauna and sunroom. 



8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 

. 1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

. conservation 

. economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1902 Builder/Architect Wamer 3 Atkins 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Cincinnati Athletic Club is a significant architectural statement within ' 
Cincinnati's Central Business District. Designed by the locally prominent firm of 
Wamer § Atkins, i t is a fine example of Second Renaissance Revival architecture 
with its rusticated lower level, and varied molded belt courses, balustrade and 
window trim at subsequent levels. 

According to local newspapers, at the time of its construction in 1902 the Cincinnati 
Gymnasium and Athletic Club was considered to be one'of the finest facilities of 
-its type in the United States. I t was second only to the Columbia University 
Gymnasium in New York City. 

The Cincinnati Gymnasium and Athletic Club was organized in 1853; among the original 
organizers were Thomas and Joseph Emery, Cincinnati industrialists,: J. B. Trevor, 
John A. Townley and Rutherford B. Hayes. The original home of the organization was 
at the Apollo Building and was later removed to the Commercial Building and then to 
the Old Grand Opera House, where a fi r e in January 1901 required the relocation of the 
organization. I t was tenporarily housed and quarters rented from Thomas Emery at the 
southwest comer of Shillito Place and Race Street. A fund raising effort was begun 
m February 1901 with a letter signed by M. C. Longenecker, Superintendent. The 
building was designed by the architectural firm of Wamer and Atkins after a committee 
of tJie organization toured similar facilities throughout the country and in 
particular facilities of a like nature in the northeastem portion of the United States. 
The comerstone was laid on April 26, 1902, and the building was constructed at a 
cost of $64,000.00 for the structure. In Cincinnati the firm is also noted for i t s 
design of the Second National Bank Building, Grace Episcopal Church and several large 
residential designs. • •';-, ,>. 
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9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 
Cincinnati Enquirer 4/26/02 
Page 9 column 5 5/16/03 
Page 4 column 

Cincinnati Post March 10, 
Page 27 column 4 

1948 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property . 17 a c r e s 

Quadrangle name C o v i n g t o n 

UT M References 
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' ' • • • ' ' • 
Verba l boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

Lots Numbered 202,.203, 204, 205, and 206 
James Ferguson's Subdivision Deed Book 2, Page 412 and Deed 
Book 44, Page 421, Hamilton County, Ohio : 
List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title James H. Biddle 

organization A t t o m e y a t Law date Apr i l 1982 

street & number 1130 Fourth § Walnut Building telephone (513) 721-2552 

city or town Cincinnati state Ohio 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state ocal 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that itjbas been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Nattonal Park Serviced 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature I.Aj . j<^^ 
title <.t^pD 

For NPS use only 
hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

in6 date 

^^^^^^ 

sper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 



N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S CVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

Cincinnati Gymnasium and Athletic Club 
Hamilton County 
OHIO 

Working N4. JAN I T 1983 
F«d. R*g. P«t«- ^ r^'7^f-y 

_ rasubmission 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant 
ownar objaction 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: sampla raquast 

Action: - J ^ ^ C E P T - ^ / ^ A - ^ 
Entered in tHe RETURN 
national fieglstet R E J E C T . 

Fadaral Agancy: 

appaal MR decision 

Raviawar's commants: 

Racom./Cri tar ia 
R a v i a w r 
Olscipilna 
Data 

aaa continuation shaat 

•Nomination raturnad for: . tachnical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n o r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of Loga l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. P e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Parlaa Ikrmmm •( tliwHIeic* CiMoli ma4 IwtMy hataw 

«»—Wc iataa mtiMmr 

WtatmmmM ml t l t w W l B W (In M M p T « | r a p h t 

summary paragraph 
completeness C 
clarity 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
coniexi 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

Atr i ig i ef nomlnaMd proparty 

Qiiwli Mitft< nwnc 

UMT flatarancm 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

The evaluated signtflcance of this properly within tha state is: 

natlonat stale 

Slate Historic Praaarvatton Officer signature ' 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be cont inued on an at tached sheet 
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©Doa® []{]Q©G(D[pa(s [pp©©©[pwsiGa®[]D ©trffa©© 
Ohio Historical Center 1-71 & 17tii Avenue Columbus, Ohio 43211 (614) 466-1500 

January 7, 1983 

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief v: 
Department of Registration 
National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places 
440 G Street, N.W. v- , . 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Carol: 

Enclosed are three new National Register nominations. A l l the appropriate n o t i ­
f i c a t i o n procedures have been followed for the new submissions. 

New Submissions 

Broom Building 

^ _ ^ i n c i n n a t i Gjminasium and 
At h l e t i c Club . 

East Walnut H i l l s Firehouse . \ : 

Please l e t me know i f you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

County 

Guernsey 

Hamilton, 

Hamilton 

W. Ray Luce 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 

WRL/DS:vb 

Enclosures 

/ 


