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United States Department of the Interior 
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See ins t ruc t ions in How to Complete Nat ional Register Forms 
Type all ent r ies—complete appl icable sect ions 

1. Name 

For HCRS i » e only 

" ^ " ^ MAR 3 1 1Si2 
dateentered i 

historic Valley Dale Ballroom 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 1590 Sunbury Roa% . not for publication 

city, town Columbus . vicinity of congressional district 1 2 t h 

state Ohio code 039 county Franklin code ' 049 

3. Classi f icat ion 
Category 

district 
bullding(s) 

, structure 
site 

. abject 

Ownersh ip 
public 

X private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 

Sta tus 
occupied 
unoccupied 

X work in progress 
Access ib le 

. yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 

. no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 

y entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

. museum 
park 

. private residence 

. religious 

. scientific 
, transportation 
. other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Michael G. Peppe 

street & number 2000 West Henderson Road 

city, town Columbus . vicinity of state Ohio 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Franklin County Administration Building 

street & number 410 South High Street 

city, town Columbus state Ohio 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title None has this property been determined elegible? , yes no 

date . federal state . county local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

-_x_ good ruins _JC_ altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Valley Dale is located on a half-circle five-acre site bounded by a semi-circular 
levee and Sunbury Road. The site includes the dancehall, outdoor garden dancing 
platform, and gravel and grass parking areas. 

Valley Dale Ballroom is a large rectangiiLar wooden frame structure composed of a 
two-story central block topped by a low arched roofline that is flanked by identical 
narrow side wings with hipped rooflines. A small rectangular concrete block addition 
of unknown age is located at the northeast comer. The building was originally 
covered with horizontal wooden siding, but in 1941 the facade and side elevations 
were covered wilJi permastone. During this remodeling the original f i r s t floor level 
vestibule near the center of the facade was removed and a stairs added at the south­
east comer for entering at the second floor level. A number of the windows 
were covered by the permastone on the facade and replaced by two circular openings. 
Three small evergreen trees were planted in place of the vestibiiLe, and now are 
approximately 40' t a l l . 

The outdoor garden-dance area is a large rectangular pad of concrete. Originally 
i t had a wooden oriental fence around the perimeter and an elevated wooden bandstand, 
but these features have been removed. Restoration plans call for their reconstruction. 

The interior of the Ballroom is divided into two levels: a dancefloor level and a 
partial mezzanine level around three sides. The main entrance is at tJie mezzanine 
level. A solid railing with padded vinyl panels is placed aromd the mezzanine. 
A padded vinyl semi-circular bar is located on the southem wall of the mezzanine 
and has a curved enamel backboard behind i t . Double two-tiered stairways descend 
to the dancefloor. At the northem end of the dancefloor is the stage flanked by 
curved recording booths for the CBS and MBS national broadcasting originally done 
from the hall. The wooden rafters and trusses which support the roof are exposed 
on the interior. To the right of the stage a small stairs leads to a room behind 
the stage vAiere there are three wooden bars with architectural bronze countertops. 



8. Signif icance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

_ ) L 1 9 0 0 -

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 

, exploration/settlement 
. industry 
. invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 

, military 
, music 
philosophy 

. politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

X other (specify) 
Hntertainment 

Specific dates 1925, 1941 Builder/Architect 1925-Elford Inc. 1941-Richard Tulley 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Valley Dale is significant as one of the nationally renowned ballroom dancehalls of 
the "Big Band" musical era of the 1930s and 1940s. Although the main structure dates 
back to 1925, i t s present appearance represents a 1941 remodeling by the nationally 
known impresario Frank Daley vho copied his famous ̂ feadowbrook Ballroom in New Jersey. 
Many of the big bands of national reputation appeared at Valley Dale since the late 
1920s, but i t was during the early 1940s that CBS and NBC (then Mutual Broadcasting 
System) had simultaneous coast-to-coast radio broadcasting from the stage. Valley 
IMe remains as one of the .last few great American ballrooms s t i l l in existence from 
this era that retains i t s interior and exterior fumishings and design. 

The f i r s t Valley Dale opened in 1918 and bumed to the ground in an unfortunate New 
Year's Eve fi r e of 1923. Rebuilt in 1924-25 and remodeled in 1941, Valley Dale has 
hosted many of the name bands during its long history. Included among these enter­
tainers were: Rudy Valee; Les Brown; Glenn Miller; Artie Shaw; Paul iVhiteman; Guy 
Lorabardo; Duke Ellington, Benny Goodman; Sammy Kaye; and Tommy Dorsey, along with 
important local musicians like Earl Hood, Chuck Selby, and Ronald Koal. The ballroom 
has a reputation of an excellent acoustical set-up. The Peppe family has owned and 
operated the ballroom since the late 1920s. 

Valley Dale was threatened with condemnation by the City of Columbus in 1980, but 
an impressive ground swell of public support resulted in its rehabilitation and 
reopening in October 1981. 

The "Big Band Era" is a period which has become immortalized in American history. 
I t was of major importance during the f i r s t half of the 20th century, and is now 
generally recognized by musicologists as one of the primary American contributions 
to the intemational history of music. Although a large portion of Valley Dale's 
significance occurred less than 50 years ago, i t has had a significant role in a 
segment of American history that transcends the age criteria of the National Register. 



9.- Major Bibliographical References 

Columbus Dispatch and Columbus Citizen Joumal articles from 19̂ 25-1980" 

Louis and Michael Peppe, owners 
interviews with Earl Hood and Ray Roop, Colmbus musicians 

10. Data 
Acreage of nominated property a p p r o x i m a t e l y 5 

Quadrangle name Nf ) r thp3<; t rn1iimhii<; 

UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1 • 24000 
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Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

Bounded on the west by Sunbury Road and on the other three sides by the in te r io r edge 
of a semi-circular earthen levee. 

L is t a l l s t a t e s and c o u n t i e s for p roper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state ^ code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Nancy Recchie/Preservation Off icer 

organization Coltmibus Landmarks Foundation date 8 /80 

street & number 22 N o r t h F r o n t S t r e e t telephone 6 1 4 / 2 2 1 - 0 2 2 7 

city or town Colianbus state Ohio 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
JThe evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recf^eation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature UO. 
title date l-l 1'^ 
• For HCRS use only 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

•I date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

GPO 938 8 35 2 



FHR-8-300 (11-78) 
9-

United States Department of the interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
See inst ruct ions in Hoiv to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entr ies—complete appl icable sect ions 

1. Name 

historic Valley Dale Ballroom 

and/or common 

2. Location 

For HCRS use 

received 

date entered 

street & number 1590 Sunbury RoM not for publication 

city, town Columbus vicinity of congressional district 12th 

state Oh io code 039 county Frank l in '" ' - • ' code •• 049 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both X work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le X entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property ±••1:-::' -:.:[.*! 

name llichael G. Peppe 

street & number 2000 West Henderson Road 

city, town Columbus vicinity of state Ohio ^ 3 ^3^0 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Franklin County Administration Building 

street & number 410 South High Street 

city, town Columbus state Ohio 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title None has this property been determined elegible? yes no 

date federal state county local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Descript ion 

Condition 
excellent 
good 
fair 

deteriorated 
. ruins 
.unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

y altered 

Check one 
X original site 

moved date 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Valley Dale is located on a half-circle five-acre site bounded by a semi-circular 
levee and Sunbury Road. The site includes the dancehall, outdoor garden dancing 
platform, and gravel and grass parking areas. 

Valley Dale Ballroom is a large rectangular wooden frame structure coraiiosed of a 
two-story central block topped by a low arched roofline that is flanked by identical 
narrow side wings with hipped rooflines. A small rectangular concrete block addition 
of unknown age is located at the northeast comer. The building was originally 
covered with horizontal wooden siding, but in 1941 the facade and side elevations 
were covered with permastone. During this remodeling the original f i r s t floor level 
vestibule near the center of the facade was removed and a stairs added at the south- : 
east comer for entering at the second floor level. A number of the windows 
were covered by the permastone on the facade and replaced by two circular openings. 
Three small evergreen trees were planted in place of the vestibule, and now are 
approximately 40' t a l l . 

The outdoor garden-dance area is a large rectangular pad of concrete. Originally 
i t had a wooden oriental fence around the perimeter and an elevated wooden bandstand, 
but these features have been removed. Restoration plans call for their reconstmction. 

The interior of the Ballroom is divided into two levels: a dancefloor level and a 
partial mezzanine level around three sides. The main entrance is at the mezzanine 
level. A solid railing with padded vinyl panels is placed aromd the mezzanine. 
A padded vinyl semi-circular bar is located on the southem wall of the mezzanine 
and has a curved enamel backboard behind i t . Double two-tiered stairways descend 
to the dancefloor. At the northem end of the dancefloor is the stage flanked by 
curved recording booths for the CBS and MBS national broadcasting originally done 
from the hall. The wooden rafters and trusses which support the roof are exposed 
on the interior. To the right of the stage a small stairs leads to a room behind 
the stage where there are three wooden bars with architectural bronze countertops. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art . engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

_K_1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention X other (specify) 

Entertainment 
Specific dates 1925, 1941 Builder/Architect 1925-Elford Inc. 1941-Richard Tulley 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Valley Dale is significant as one of the nationally renowned ballroom dancehalls of 
the "Big Band" musical era of the 1930s and 1940s. Although the main structure dates 
back to 1925, i t s present appearance represents a 1941 remodeling by the nationally 
known impresario Frank Daley who copied his famous Meadowbrook Ballroom i n New Jersey. • 
Many of the big bands of national reputation appeared at Valley Dale since the late 
1920s, but i t was during the early 1940s that CBS and NBC (then f^utual Broadcasting 
System) had simultaneous coast-to-coast radio broadcasting from the stage. Valley 
Dale remains as one of the last few great American ballrooms s t i l l i n existence from 
this era that retains i t s interior and exterior fumishings and design. 

The f i r s t Valley Dale opened i n 1918 and bumed to the ground i n an unfortunate New 
Year's Eve f i r e of 1923. Rebuilt i n 1924-25 and remodeled i n 1941, Valley Dale has 
hosted many of the name bands during i t s long history. Included among these enter­
tainers were: Rudy Valee; Les Brown; Glenn Miller; Artie Shaw; Paul tVhiteman; Guy 
Lombardo; Duke Ellington, Benny Goodman; Sammy Kaye; and Tommy Dorsey, along with 
important local musicians l i k e Earl Hood, Chuck Selby, and Ronald Koal. The ballroom 
has a reputation of an excellent acoustical set-up. The Peppe family has owned and 
operated the ballroom since the late 1920s. 

Valley Dale was threatened with condemnation by the City of Columbus i n 1980, but 
an impressive ground swell of public support resulted i n i t s rehabilitation and 
reopening i n October 1981. 

The "Big Band Era" i s a period which has become immortalized i n American history. 
I t was of major importance during the f i r s t half of the 20th century, and is now 
generally recognized by musicologists as one of the primary American contributions 
to the intemational history of music. Although a large portion of Valley Dale's 
significance occurred less than 50 years ago, i t has had a significant role i n a 
segment of American history that transcends the age c r i t e r i a of the National Register. 



9. Major B ib l iographica l References UIM NOT VERIF! 

Columbus Dispatch and Columbus Citizen Joumal articles from 1925-1980 

Louis and Michael Peppe, owners 
interviews with Earl Hood and Ray Roop, Columbus musicians 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property a p p r o x i m a t e l y 5 

Quadrangle name NnrthF>a<^t rn1iinihii«^ 

UMT References 

'^LLLZJ I 3l .31 4l 6i 4i sl U I4l2i9l6i0i0l 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1:24000 

B 
_L 

CL_L 

I 111 

Zone Easting 

•'LU LLJ_ 
F • 

H 

I I I I 

_L 

Northing 

I 
J _ L . 

_L 

Verbal boundary desc r ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 

Bounded on the west by Sunbury Road and on the other three sides by 'the interior edge 
of a semi-circular earthen levee. 

List al l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state A / Z?" code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Nancy Recchie/Preservation Officer 

organization Columbus Landmarks Foundation date 8 /80 

street & number 22 North Front Street telephone 6 1 4 / 2 2 1 - 0 2 2 7 

city or town Columbus state Ohio 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
Jhe evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 2-

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is irwiuded in the National Register 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: 

date 

date A Chief of Registration 

G P O 938 8 3 5 
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The "Big Band" sound became a regular feature of American radio broadcasting beginning 
with Guy Lombardo and his Royal Canadians i n the 1920s. The number of programs grad­
ua l l y expanded as the industry i t s e l f grew, so that by the early 1940s there were as 
many as ten "Big Band" programs broadcast nationally. The locations of a l l these broad­
casts are unknown, but Valley Dale was one s i t e where national bands l i k e those on the 
enclosed l i s t were heard during t h i s time period and transmitted l i v e across the country. 

The survey work of Big Band ballrooms i n the nation and the state of Ohio done for t h i s 
nomination should not be considered comprehensive. I t appears however that Valley Dale 
i s an excellent example of early 20th century Ballroom architecture that generally 
included an arched or dome-like roof supported by exposed trusses. Furthermore an analysis 
of the other ballrooms l i s t e d i n the resubmittal materials indicates the r e l a t i v e r a r i t y 
of active, well preserved examples of t h i s architecture. For these reasons we f e e l 
Valley Dale clearly warrants an exception to the 50 year c r i t e r i o n . 

Source: Harrison Summers, ed., A Thirty-Year History of Programs Carried on National 
Radio Networks i n the United States, 1926-1956. N.Y.: Arno Press, 1971. 
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T O M M O O D Y 
M A Y O R 

C I T Y OF COLUMBUS 
O H I O 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR H 

. November 13, 1980 ^ \ < 

M r . Delias Harder 
Act ing Ohio Historic Preservation Officer 
Ohio Historic Preservation Office . ' , • • 
Ohio Historical Center 
Interstate 71 and Seventeenth Avenue • , 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

Dear M r . Harder: ^ ':, , 

I am lending my f u l l support to the application for Valley Dale 
Ballroom to the National Register of Historic Places. 

Valley Dale has continuously operated as a ballroom in Columbus 
since 1918 and is one of the few remaining nationally known ballrooms in ' 
the country. •>.'„•..• -J 7 •' 

The "Dale" recalls many happy as wel l as romantic memories for 
many generations of Central Ohio citizens. It is current ly being restored 
and I strongly feel that one of the most popular landmarks i n Columbus should 
be added to the National Register. 

TOM MOODY, Mayor / j 

TM: pm 



VALLEY DALE BALLROOM 
1590 Sunbury Road 

Columbus, Ohio 43219 
(614)2587878 

September 23, 1981 

Ms. Judith Kitchen 
Mr. David Simmons 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 
Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Center 
Inter s t a t e Route 71 & 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43201 

Re: Valley Dale Ballroom, Columbus, Ohio 
Request fo r c e r t i f i c a t i o n of 
completed r e h a b i l i t a t i o n work 

Dear Ms. Kitchen & Mr. Simmons: 

Enclosed are a r t i c l e s and photographs with both exterio r and i n t e -
i o r views of completed work and h i s t o r i c photos f o r your review of 
Valley Dale Ballroom as a " C e r t i f i e d h i s t o r i c structure", 

I would l i k e to take t h i s opportunity to s p e c i f i c a l l y respond to 
the questions pertaining to the remodeling of Valley Dale Ballroom i n 
1940-1941. (Three a r t i c l e s are enclosed that pertain to t h i s remodel­
in g ) . Prior to the time of remodeling Valley Dale had wood siding. 
When Frank Daily leased the Dale and remodeled i t to match his Meadowbrook 
Ballroom i n New Jersey, the present permastone exterior was i n s t a l l e d 
and has been the exterior surface f o r 40-41 years. The present b u i l d i n g 
was constructed i n 1923-1924 a f t e r the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g burned i n 1922, 
There has been continuous dancing on the s i t e since 1918. 

We f e e l removal of the permastone e x t e r i o r , which has been the 
exterior surface f o r 40 out of 58 years of the present buildings exis-
tance i s not i n keeping with sound restoration and would create an undue 
economic hardship. 

The prime h i s t o r i c significance of Valley Dale i s as host to most 
of the "BIG BAND ERA" entertainers and musicians (see enclosed musician 
l i s t ) and i t s n a t i o n a l l y known reputation f o r simultaneous coast to 
coast radio broadcasts-by NBC and CBS of many of those performers. We 
have f a i t h f u l l y restored the building a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y and f e e l the 
permastone exterior i s a i n t e g r a l part of t h i s r e s t o r a t i o n , ' , 



VALLEY DALE BALLROOM 
1590 Sunbury Road 

Columbus, Ohio 43219 
(614)258-7878 

Ms. Kitchen & Mr. Simmons 
Page 2 
September 23, 1981 

I t i s my hope that the enclosed information and photographs of 
the restored b u i l d i n g w i l l help i n our application f o r nomination of 
Valley Dale Ballroom to the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

I f addtional information i s needed please contact me at (614) 
457-6650. , 

Sincerely yours, 

THE ARLINGTON COMPANY 
,d/b/a Valley Dale Ballroom ' 

MGP/dah 

Enclosures 



U.S. DEPARTMENT Of THE INfTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT T I M E O F C A L L 
A M 
P M 

1. CALL Q TO; p^T^ROM (Nam») 2. ADDRESS (Tel. No. it needed) 

3. S U B J E C T . P R O J E C T NO. , E T C . 

4 . D E T A I L S O F D I S C U S S I O N 

N A M E O F P E R S O N P L A C I N S / R E C E l V I N C C A L L T I T L E 

FHR-8-227 

June 1978 



VALLEY DALE 
1590 SUNBURY RD. 43219 

258-7878 

MARY MAX STANTS 
PROMOTION DIRECTOR 

263-8487 

AVAILABLE FOR 
DANCES / PRIVATE PARTIES 

WEDDING RECEPTIONS 
BUSINESS MEETINGS 
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1590 SUNBURY RD. 43219 
258-7878 

MARY MAX STANTS 
PROMOTION DIRECTOR 

263-8487 

AVAILABLE FOR 
DANCES / PRIVATE PARTIES 

WEDDING RECEPTIONS 
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TkeAje ii'od OAJj.iiruMUj> cm. oid Oim. arc- ^xacecoadi .<j.jii.z' M>cciied on 
o f f u > 

SunbuAi.' %(xL ;'bt il\L^ :Li .e ^ ui-tl-^IMV.: 'fipdi n'a^c a ioLL rx>cL-, •->ixr. :Uie ioLi-

gxite Mocajted ai. ^:oljwioiJn focd (wker-e. ir.e LO.:UJUJCUX :J)JJ.Z .Z yi.iard^ 

iDcLai']. fa/unen^ L/io:n il:e Ho/uiii b.'Ui^'^jt :i .e^i/i j/iadace -io be yjoJi. ai. ra/ji. 

O.I. ^en±AaL . '.arJ^,e£c. r'ei/t:. zoo .La.ie iio nrH-.e ±i.e iriLj hor.ie c,t "iie e^i of -c'le 

dcL^f ±ke::. ̂ .ioppal ai. ike Oivx. ovsAnLrJii. cjrc. th.en conti'uie:. on i: e,in. vjaj. 

i'iOrie in i::e ro/minQ.' 

/<jl8 buiJldin^ on -tie pze^eid. /iiie ••.••aa cora/eA±€C~ iido a baiJ^iPoai ard 

tvcid ruM.ie/i , aJde^j. ^ aMe* 

/92J i 'aoce^, CaJ~e buAnjaL d)wn xo il z. yjourd on /.'Gi' -'ecrJ^ ye ax d:00 

in ihe e^ejnin:^ ** QLe'isni .1,Upach. plci^ Q^ oi. ike Dade in ike l:ea^ /?2;' 

c&iik .-d e ''vbe^i %j>'j.ce LWiodA^^. Trdji C\xcl\e/iiAja 'JJO/J io ^.JJOJJ. pon. .f, e /.ey 

^eoyiU fvejaj\ce» rd^padi kjd iaisn :^Lc itn^niione. Iione -MI^ inken ke 

/leiimnsl 'on. .r/ie clopjce ke yiau \'adie bade in :da:ia6' J ke buAddirsi biLin.ed 

cdeoyz io i'-.e -yiourd art;' nuw' of. ike bard . .er.6eM ho/ii ikein in/jtruaieni/j. 

Ike aA.ea aboard il\e dcnce fLo/z wad ie.'eded ard ^nywb/i arC oii.e/i pLarjtiiic^ 

ue^e pui arourd ilie d^ance lUoo/u Oa/TStin^ (x>ri.irj ed iie^ze uniil ike neu 

buiddLrv^ uJG^ .uJubL Oi ua6 cailed Va 'lej bale Sunken la/den^ at ilu^ .tL :e, 

loJd io ^im KiLLiLea bu, panneA. Hion Zi-nmeAman 

* oW SiaienerJ: Lnoiu ^ieueni /lUpaxk, r.iudixUan iJiik ?obeAi ibyxieJ^ Onck. 
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/92^ ^aZc4 i leJuLCon and kio p^aninoA. HoAoid ri-po/d, operuxtino, i^te 

\'aJdeij. Dade CorRparui^ buidi ilte bu.ildii-!Q, ikai ia Aildd being, uaed iodcu/.. 

^fond VTssrjtm wer^e ike cLeAirufzerz aid coiiinxicioAj, Ike wooden dance fiooA 

woA arudiOAed urdeA ike band ArUind. TLU ploo/i woudd nis^e and. fadd iviik ike 

plood waizAa f/ioni ;dixi .Otea'i. I iii^ beaiiiifud ux>'jden dance jdooA wa/i neveA 

urdeA uj(jiieA a Ae/i'uli of. iJ-i^ ujiuAual ^dMm-Jui:^-

* 1925' VaJdeu. Dade C^« ^oJd oui io i'leiAO Anuaerieni Co* ike ouidoon. dance 

QMAden wa/i opened- At iliia eajJjj. cl'c^de 'JJeld known bard/y weze oppeoAinQ. <vt ilie. 

Ocde, iona be^foAe i. e eoA of. ike HdC BA'tS* ikeAe wc/i oLoo a .auccea^ion of 

k.ou/3e bard/), uniid l^jk. Lick F-idieA, Alden kade^ faudUediet ard %beAi 

PoL'ce* Ikeae b(jixLi /^hvjied ike band A-'-jond wiik marm. ivedd known narne/i c7._ ih.e 
O a t 

deaxLe Auck aA^ i icKinnejj.'A foiJon 'f'ickeAA^ Lien fhidack,/ don BeA:ioA, Uon 

?xed7iajif /-Tia^ i'a-Z/ee, BeixBvLjfije, pAed .laAirig., fajd. \'kZi(3n.an, ^Akani JoneA 

fiaieA. .to/ken oven. ba. Joodr. tieninan) otd wedL a/i rd> C^JJOVJCUU io ruznie a Uiu 

u:(iAe eii&ziatru Ann. CoiwlLU) dajzce/iid at iJJ-a :}/iand oid. ba dAoom. 

/y'27* 'J''^'^''^J- /^s;-?.o<2 'liAsl OA .Twio. .e^ of Ma'J~eij. uade* Lou. 'Peppe wa/i itorJiing. 

at irieDaie wkide o.eitiiiQ, kia deA.ee fjtoin QSU' ' ' 

I'^jl,,.. , .Kajj. lOyAeA Apeni ikAee irioniJz>6 ai VaJde^ dade Baddnoom. 

Cjd^. 7ke Pe^.pe'A iea/^ed Valde/j. Dade u.Ltk i'ze o^.i.wn io buy.. 
l^dS' TAe weld known iocad baud of ka/d Hood becor.e ike koiiae baxi 

TiijH bard Asiwined ad 'cddey. Lade miid I'ej 'deai'/i f f y e of l%0, at wliick 

iM..e a AeiiA^d^. L'uA,Lnn. .tiic^e u.eoA/j ilie Hood Bard /Hr^^ed ike band Azard 

wiik ike ^eai AO urd o f ike BOf; HA CS' 
l^jS Tke Peppe'A boucj.. i VaJde.^. Laie, Lou Peppe nancLJ,ed :d\eLaLe fAo:n 

I9JS ^-tid 1^51. 

* O/ud. Sixiiemeri/i: ^ard Hood, fJim. Kiddidea and Lou Peppe 

** Qnxd Siaie:ieni fnor.i ilxLi date on : Paj. Poop, (fpdd, mu^ijcian ulto idxiyed at 

y ( i l i e . 'Dale w i i k iJxe L ick hidden 0/tjc-^ . . 









Oiiio Historical Center 1-71 & 17tii Avenue Columbus, Ohio 43211 (614) 466-1500 

March 24, 1982 

Ms. Carol Shull 
Acting Keeper 
National Register of 

Historic Places 
National Park Service 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240_ 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed are 16 new National Register nominations and four resubmissions. A l l 
appropriate n o t i f i c a t i o n procedures have been followed f o r the new nominations 
and they have been approved by the state review board. 

New Nominations County 

Garst, John, House Ashland 
Kelly, O.S., Cottage and House Clark 
Valley Dale Ballroom Franklin 
Hulbert House and 

McAlpin Bridal Cottage Hamilton 
Salem Methodist Church Complex Hamilton 
Grand Lake St. Marys Light House Mercer 
Denison, William, House Muskingum 
Tavener-Sears Tavern Muskingum 
Oak Grove School Pickaway 
Crafts, William, House • Portage 
Jackson Center Multiple 

Resource Area _ Shelby 
Port Jefferson School ' - ^ - ^ - T Shelby 
Stewart, Harry B a r t l e t t , Property Stark 
Butler, Charles, House Warren 
B r i t t o n , James F., Farm Wayne 
Old Wayne County J a i l Wayne 
Floral Hall Wood 

We are recommending that the Oak Grove School receive a substantive review 
because of i t s current condition. 



.,-rr,-i:;'..;;.7S.-ail*î i4i?WB.JaaOTl", ' 

Ms. Carol Shull 

Resubmissions County 

-Crittenden Farm ~ r r r i ~ ~ i : 
Hotel Breakers 
McCune's V i l l a 
Park Avenue West Multiple 
Resource Area —— 

- Ashland -
Erie 
Licking 

--Richland-

Please let me know i f we can answer any questions, 

Sincerely, 

W. Ray Luce 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

WRL/DAS:vb 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 
T I M E O F C A L L 

A M 
P M 

1. CALL Q •'•O; r^^FROM (Ifmmm) 2. ADDRESS (Tel. No. it needed) 

3 . S U B J E C T , P R O J E C T N O . , E T C . 

4 . D E T A I L S O F D I S C U S S I O N 

. — ' 

' ^ d i ^ i ^ o^f^^on ^̂̂^̂̂  ^ 

< A M E O F P E R S O N P L A C I N C / R E C E I V I N C C A L L T I T L E 

FHR-8-227 

June 1978 



Ohio Historical Center 1-71 & 17th Avenue Columbus, Ohio 43211 (614) 466-1500 

October 26, 1982 

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief 
Department of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Carol: ' * 

Enclosed are twelve new National Register nominations and two resubmissions. 
A l l the appropriate notification procedures have been followed for the new 
submissions. ; 

New Submissions • : . / ^ 

The Salem China Company-
Eight Black History Resources in Cleveland 
Sanduslcy Street Historic District 
Schlee-Kemmler Building 
Great Southem Hotel and Theatre «; 
Theodore Krumberg Building 
African Jackson Cemetery 
Commercial Building 
St. John's Lutheran Church 
St. Matthew's Protestant Episcopal Church ' 
St. Henry Roman Catholic Church 
Serquet, Emanuel and Frederick Farm 

• - Resubmissions 

Capital University Historic District 
»_,̂ ¥̂ lley Dale Ballroom 

County ; 

Columbiana 
Cuyahoga 
Delaware 
Franklin 
Franklin 
Hamilton 
Miami 
Montgomery 
Muskingum 
Muskingum 
Noble 
Stark 

County 

Franklin 
Franklin 

Please let me know i f you have any questions. 

Since 

id 
W. Ray Luce 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

WRL:BP:dd • 

End. 

X.c: Regional Coordinators (5) 

•/ 



ĵ iSps''.";*T5j.v::..;s>*.̂ 'r̂ ; 

H32-710 
CL-06521 . 

OCT 2 9 1982 

Honorable Chali^rs P. Vyl l* ' ' « \ 
House of Reprasentatives 

Waahington, D.C. 20515 •. i' 

Dear Hr. Hylle: 
Thank you for your letter of October 6 to Mr. Stanley W. Hulett of this 
Oepartioent on behalf of Mr. Michael Peppe concerniag the noalnation of 
tbe Valley Dale BallrooiB4 Franklin County, Ohio, to ̂ hf MAtlonal Register 
of Historic Places. •̂ ' '••0̂ . ' - ' 

We have been informed by tbe Ohio State Historic Freservation Officer's 
staff that a revised nomination foiltfor the ballrooia has been prepared 
incorporating Mr. Peppe's research, and that the nomination is being sent 
to the National Park Service. Our procedures for reviewing National 
Register nominations require that a decision be aade on the eligibility 
of a property within 45 days of receipt of a coi&plete and fully docuinented 
inoiaination. The National Park Service sends a weekly notice of new 
listings in the Mational Register to Members of Congress so you will be 
notified if the Valley Bale Ballroosi i s entered in the National Register. 

We appreciate your interest in the historic preservation prograos of the 
National Park Service. •. ..̂-.-.̂4; -

Sincerely, .\ , ^ ' 

/Sgd/ Jerry L. Eogara 

Director 

cc: Dr. W. Ray Luce 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
The Ohio Historical Society 
Interstate 71 at 17th Avenue 
Coludbus, Ohio 43211 ) w/c of inc. 

bcc: 001-l.F. 004 700 710) 190-Gilley) 
rHP;SHarrlsoo:272-3504:CL-06521:fw 9:10/29/82 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN m (710) 

'^i$^Hvid^'^^ 



C H A L M E R S r P . V V Y L I E 
I S T H D ISTRICT, OHIO 

•2S35 RAYBBRN HOUSE 

X3FFICE BUILD ING 

TELEPHONE: (202) 22S-201S 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
FEDERAL B U I L D I N G 

200 NORTH H I G H STREET 

COLUMBUS. O H I O 43215 

TELEPHONES (614) 469-5614 

WALLER C. BLOOM 
DISTRICT REPRESemATIVC 

€onŵ m ot tfie ̂ nttetr States; 

WasiffmUm, 5i.C. 20515 

; ; October 6, 1982 

COMMITTEES; 

B A N K I N G , F I N A N C E A N D U R B A N 
A F F A I R S 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 
CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

F INANCIAL INSTITUTIONS SUPERVISION, 

REGULATION AND INSURANCE 

V E T E R A N S ' A F F A I R S 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 
COMPENSATION. PENSION, AND INSURANCE 

EDUCATION AND T R A I N I N O 

J O I N T E C O N O M I C 

Mr. Stanley W. Hulett • , 
Assistant t o the Secretary and Director } , 

of Congressional and Legislative A f f a i r s ' ' ,; 
Department of the I n t e r i o r '''• , : ,• '. 
Room 6254 *• 
18th and C Streets, N.W-
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Hulett: , K^-

Please f i n d enclosed a copy of a l e t t e r and substantiating dociraientation 
from one of my constituents, Mr. Michael Peppe, r e l a t i v e to his attempts to 
have the Valley Dale Ballroom i n Coliambus, Ohio placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

As the l e t t e r i s self-explanatory I w i l l not elaborate, except to say 
that I would l i k e to be helpful to Mr. Peppe i f at a l l possible and i f you 
could have someone look i n t o the status of his application and provide me 
with a response that I may share with him, i t would be sincerely appreciated. 

Thank you, i n advance, for your time and consideration of my request. 

Very t r u 

CH; 

Representa t i \ 
IE 
t o Congress 

CPW/dn 

Enclosure 

l i a i s o n D i v i s i o n : 

OCT .251982 



1.. 



mLLEY DALE BALLROOM 
1590 Sunbury Road 

Columbus, Ohio 43219 
(614)258-7878 ,rJ^O 

Mr. David A. Simmons, H i s t o r i a n 
Ohio H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e 
1-71 & 1 7 t h Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43211 

Re: V a l l e y Dale's A p p l i c a t i o n 
t o t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r 
o f H i s t o r i c P laces 

Dear Mr. Simmons: 

I w i l l a t t e m p t t o respond t h r u you t o t h e w r i t t e n comments 
a p p a r e n t l y made by Ms. Linda M c C l e l l a n d c o n c e r n i n g t h e "Statement 
o f S i g n i f i c a n c e " o f V a l l e y Dale's a p p l i c a t i o n f o r t h e N a t i o n a l 
R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P l a c e s . (Copy e n c l o s e d . ) 

Since t h e i n i t i a t i o n o f t h e a p p l i c a t i o n t o t h e N a t i o n a l 
R e g i s t e r f o r V a l l e y Dale, i t has been my c o n t e n t i o n t h a t t h e 
h i s t o r i c s i g n i f i c a n c e i s p r i m a r i l y f o u n d i n t h e e n t e r t a i n e r s 
and m u s i c i a n s who worked a t V a l l e y Dale. N a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n 
o f V a l l e y Dale was ac h i e v e d d u r i n g t h e 1930's and 1940's as t h e 
b r o a d c a s t i n g l o c a t i o n o f c o a s t t o c o a s t r a d i o programming o f 
l i v e e n t e r t a i n m e n t . 

A l t h o u g h I d i l i g e n t l y f o l l o w e d r e s t o r a t i o n guidence p r o v i d e d 
by t h e a r c h i t e c t s and your o f f i c e i n r e s t o r i n g t h e s t r u c t u r e , I 
f i n d i t a l m o s t e m b a r r a s s i n g t o me n t i o n t h e s t r u c t u r e i n comparison 
w i t h some o f the m a g n i f i c e n t r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s I viewed d u r ­
i n g t h e a p p l i c a t i o n p r e s e n t a t i o n m eetings t h a t I a t t e n d e d . 

I have e n c l o s e d an updated and v e r i f i e d l i s t ( E n c l . # l ) o f t h e 
e n t e r t a i n e r s who have appeared a t V a l l e y Dale. T h i s l i s t addresses 
t h e c o n c e r n which s t a t e d , " N o m i n a t i o n d o e s n ' t p r o v i d e any bro a d 
n a t i o n a l p e r s p e c t i v e on the b i g band e r a and b a l l r o o m s . " 

As an example o f t h i s s i g n i f i c a n t n a t i o n a l p e r s p e c t i v e , t h e 
f o l l o w i n g e n t e r t a i n e r s and bands g o t a s i g n i f i c a n t s t a r t and or 
began t h e i r c a r e e r s a t V a l l e y D a l e : The M i l l s B r o t h e r s , Sammy Kaye, 
Kay K a i s e r and Les Brown. 

As I a t t e m p t e d t o l o c a t e o t h e r b a l l r o o m s i n o r d e r t o make t h i s 
response (copy o f b a l l r o o m o p e r a t o r s ( E n d . # 2 ) i t has been i n c r e a s ­
i n g l y c l e a r t h a t v e r y few b a l l r o o m s s u r v i v e t o d a y . 



I do f e e l i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t V a l l e y Dale became n a t i o n a l l y 
known d u r i n g t h i s t i m e p e r i o d by b o o k i n g t h e f i n e s t e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
and t h e subsequent s i m u l t a n e o u s r a d i o b r o a d c a s t s o f these e n t e r t a i n ­
e r s by CBS and NBC r a d i o n e t w o r k s . 

I t i s a l s o s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t my o b v i o u s l y l i m i t e d r e s e a r c h on a 
n a t i o n a l b a s i s has uncovered v e r y few b a l l r o o m s t h a t are s t i l l i n 
e x i s t a n c e and even fewer t h a t have p l a y e d t h e n a t i o n a l l y known 
e n t e r t a i n e r s , t h a t are s e p a r a t e l y l i s t e d w i t h t h i s l e t t e r . 

I n my i n i t i a l p r e s e n t a t i o n , I d i s c u s s e d t h e f a c t t h a t t h e 1941 
r e m o d e l i n g was d e s i g n e d t o emulate t h e famous Meadowbrook B a l l r o o m 
i n New J e r s e y , w h i c h i n c i d e n t a l l y i s no l o n g e r o p e r a t e d as a b a l l ­
room. The o r i g i n a l d e s i g n and t h e 1941 remodel i n c o r p o r a t e d t h e 
exposed bow t r u s s v a u l t e d c e i l i n g w h i c h was a s t a n d a r d design f o r 
a c o u s t i c a l and c o n s t r u c t i o n purposes i n b a l l r o o m d e s i g n s . This 
v a u l t e d , exposed beam c e i l i n g was r e t u r n e d i n t h e r e s t o r a t i o n . 
A n o t her good example o f t h i s t y p e o f c e i l i n g can be found i n what 
i s now B i g Bear Grocery S t o r e # 1 , l o c a t e d on West Lane Avenue, across 
f r o m the Ohio S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y ' s S t . John B a s k e t b a l l Arena i n 
Columbus. T h i s s t r u c t u r e was o r i g i n a l l y t h e S i l v e r S l i p p e r B a l l r o o m . 

I a p o l o g i z e f o r t h i s response t a k i n g l o n g e r t h a n I a n t i c i p a t e d 
b u t my r e s e a r c h has gone v e r y s l o w l y . 

D a v i d , I w o u l d l i k e t o ta k e t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o thank you and 
the s t a f f f o r y o u r c o o p e r a t i o n and a s s i s t a n c e o v e r q u i t e an extended 
p e r i o d o f t i m e . Regardless o f the outcome o f t h e a p p l i c a t i o n t o the 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r , I t h i n k V a l l e y Dale has b e n e f i t e d t h r o u g h a d d i t ­
i o n a l a t t e n t i o n t o c o n s t r u c t i o n d e t a i l and r e s t o r a t i o n r e s e a r c h t h a t 
I was able t o a c c o m p l i s h . 

I l o c a t e d a copy o f an o l d r a d i o b r o a d c a s t f r o m V a l l e y Dale and 
I w i l l f u r n i s h you a copy when i t i s a v a i l a b l e . 

I hope t h a t t h i s a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l s a t i s y Ms. 
Mc C l e l l a n d ' s c o n c e r n s . 

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s : 

M i c h a e l G. JPep 'peLX ' / 
V a l l e y Dale B a l l r o o m 

c c : Congressman Chalmers W y l i e ' s O f f i c e 
A t t n : Mr. W a l l e r Bloom 







VALLEY DALE HONOR ROLL OF BIG BANDS & ENTERTAINERS 

( Compiled f r o m newspaper a d v e r t i s e m e n t s by P h i l S h e r i d a n " ) 

A l v i n o Rey & King S i s t e r s Guy Lombardo Jan Garber 

Claude Hopkins Duke E l l i n g t o n Anson Weeks 

F l e t c h e r Henderson Ted Weems W i l l Osborne 

Les Brown Benny Goodman Tommy Dorsey 

Jack Teagarden Jan S a v i t t Bunny B e r i g a n 

Isham Jones Sammy Kaye Fats W a l l e r 

F r a n k i e Masters Red Norvo Jimmy Dorsey 

Ted F i o R i t o Glenn M i l l e r Bob Crosby 

Bob Chester Horace H e i d t Henry Busse 

Ben B e r n i e Kay Kyser V i n c e n t Lopez 

E a r l " F a t h e r " Hines Cab Calloway Dick S t a b i l e 

A r t i e Shaw Hal Kemp Glen Gray 

Shep F i e l d s Russ Morgan Chales "Buddy" Rogers 

Paul Whiteman C h a r l i e S p i v a k C h a r l i e B a r n e t 

Ina Ray B u t t o n Ben P o l l a c k Jimmie L u n c e f o r d 

Bobby Byrne A l Donahue Tommy Tucker 

Sonny Dunham Bobby Sherwood W i l l B r a d l e y 

Rudy Valee George Olsen I n k Spots 

M i l l s B r o t h e r s P e r r y Como Frank S i n a t r a 

Kenny Gardner Carmen Lombardo Joe W i l l i a m s 

Teddy W i l s o n Gene Krupa Jo S t a f f o r d 

L i o n e l Hampton Woody Herman Don C o r n e l l 

Tommy Ryan M i l d r e d B a i l e y Ray E b e r l y 

Helen O'Connell Mike Douglas B e t t y H u t t o n 
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VALLEY DALE HONOR ROLL OF BIG BANDS, s ENTERTAINERS 

G r a d e B a r r i e 

Skinnay Ennis 

Pee Wee Hunt 

George H a l l 

Fred Warings-Pennsylvanians 

H a r r i e t H i l l a r d 

Gus Arnheim 

Ray P e a r l 

Sammy Watkins 

Buddy Rogers 

Freddy M a r t i n 

Herbie Kay 

A l i c e Faye 

Bobby H a c k e t t 

Merv G r i f f i n 

Helen F o r e s t 

Nan Wynn 

B i n g Crosby 

D o l l y Dawn 

Kenny S a r g e n t 

D o r i s Robbins 

B i l l Kenny 

Ozzie Nelson 

McKinney's C o t t o n P i c k e r s (Don Redman-took o v e r ) 

Red N i c h o l s & 5 Pennies Eddy Duchin 

Ace B r i g o d e 

O r r i n Tucker 

Tommy Tucker 

Jack Teagraden 

Muzzy M a r c e l l i n o 

D o rothy Lamour 

Hal L i n d e n 

H a r r y James 

Dick Jurgens 

B e r n i e Cummins 

Wee Bonnie Baker 

G r a d e B a r r i e 

Johnny Long 

Jimmy Joy 

P h i l H a r r i s 

Helen Ward 

Abe Lyman 

A r t K a s s e l 

And o f c o u r s e , Columbus' own E a r l Hood O r c h e s t r a , t h e 
Dale's house band f o r many y e a r s . 

* Those bands l i s t e d are known t o have p l a y e d V a l l e y Dale, 
many o f them more t h a n once. Others w i l l be added when 
t h e i r appearances can be a u t h e n t i c a t e d i n b l a c k & w h i t e . 
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• 

NATIONALLY KNOWN BALLROOMS 

1920'S WAS THE BIGGEST BOON TO THE BIG BAND BUSINESS 

BIG BAND ERA OF BALLROOMS BEGAN JUST PRIOR TO MID 1920 ' S 

(Closed) T r i a n o n B a l l r o o m 
( A u c t i o n e d 1952-Torn down) 

Chi cago, I L 1922 

( Open ) Aragon B a l l r o o m 
( C l o s e d 1964) 
See a r t i c l e e n c l o s e d 

C h i c a g o , I L 1926 

(Closed) Palomar B a l l r o o m Los Angeles,CA 
(Was Rainbow B a l l r o o m - Burned 1939) 

(Closed) P a l l a d i u m B a l l r o o m H o l l y w o o d , CA 

(Closed) Glen I s l a n d Casino New R o c h e l l e , NY 1918 

(Closed) A r c a d i a B a l l r o o m D e t r o i t , MI 1920 

(Closed) Roseland Dance C i t y New York City,NY 1918 

(Closed) Meadowbrook B a l l r o o m 
( D i s c o n t i n u e d d a n c i n g 1955) 

Ce d a r g r o v e , NJ 

(Closed) S t e e l P i e r B a l l r o o m A.K. 
B a l l r o o m (Torn down 1982) 

A. M i l l i o n D o l l a r P i e r 
A t l a n t i c C i t y , N J 

(Closed) Coconut Grove B a l l r o o m Los A n g e l e s , CA 

(Closed) L a k e s i d e B a l l r o o m Denver, CO 

(Closed) Rainbow Gardens B a l l r o o m Denver, CO 

( Open ) Coconut Grove B a l l r o o m Santa Cruse, CA 

( Open ) E l i t c h ' s Gardens 
( P r i v a t e , Summer o n l y ) 

Denver, CO 

(Closed) Park B a l l r o o m 
( C l o s e d e a r l y 1950's) 

Denver, CO 

(Closed) A r c a d i a B a l l r o o m D e t r o i t , MI 1920 

(Closed) G r eystone B a l l r o o m D e t r o i t , MI 1923 

(Closed) Raymor B a l l r o o m B o s t o n , MA 

(Closed) Savoy B a l l r o o m New York City,NY 

(Closed) Aragon B a l l r o o m 
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VALLEY DALE HONOR ROLL OF BIG BANDS & ENTERTAINERS 

1960'S ROCK GROUPS 

Pour Seasons 

Rhoades B r o t h e r s 

Impres s i ons 

Gene Chandler 

Ruphis & C a r l a Thomas 

W i l l i e M i t c h e l 

Nancy W i l s o n 

Rusty Bryand 

Bobbie Blue B l a n d 

Chubby Checker 

Ohio Express 

Chuck Jackson 

O t i s Redding 

Booker T & the M.G,'s 

A l Green 

I k e fi T i n a T u r n e r 

B . B.King 

I s l e y B r o t h e r s 
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NATIONALLY KNOWN BALLROOMS 

(Closed) Venice Ballroom 

(Closed) P l a n t a t i o n B a l l r o o m 

( Open ) A v a l o n B a l l r o o m 

(Closed) McFaddens B a l l r o o m 

(Closed) B i r d l a n d B a l l r o o m 

( Open ) S t a r l i g h t B a l l r o o m 

(Closed) Casino Gardens 

(Closed) Dreamland B a l l r o o m 

(Closed) Midway Gardens 

L.A. (area),CA 1920 

L.A. (area),CA 1925 

C a t a l i n e Island,CA 1935 

Oakland, CA 1935 

New York City,N.Y. 

Los A n g e l e s , CA 

Santa Monica, CA 

Chicago, I L 

Chicago, I L 

( OPEN ) VALLEY DALE BALLROOM COLUMBUS, OHIO 

S t a n l e y Dance: THE WORLD OF COUNT BASIE 
New York, C h a r l e s S c r i b n e r & Sons 
1980, pp. 97 - 99. 

B e t t y G a r r e t t : COLUMBUS - AMERICA'S CROSSROADS 
T u l s a , C o n t i n e n t a l H e r i t a g e Press I n c . 
1980, p p : l 2 0 - 1 2 1 . 
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OHIO BALLROOMS 

( C l o s e d ) R a i n b o w B a l l r o o m , F r e m o n t , O h i o 

( C l o s e d ) T r i a n o n B a l l r o o m , T o l e d o , O h i o 

( C l o s e d ) T r i a n o n B a l l r o o m C l e v e l a n d , O h i o 

(• Open ) C o l u m b i a B a l l r o o m S t r o n g s v i 1 l e , O h i o 

( C l o s e d ) C a s t l e Farm B a l l r o o m C i n c i n a t t i , O h i o 

( Op e n ) S p r i n g v a l e B a l l r o o m N o r t h O l m s t e d , O h i o 

( Open ) I d o r a P a r k B a l l r o o m Y o u n g s t o w n , O h i o 

( C l o s e d ) F o r e s t G a b l e s B a l l r o o m D a y t o n , O h i o 

( C l o s e d ) G r e e n w i c h V i l l a g e B a l l r o o m D a y t o n , O h i o 

( Open ) * r a q o n B a l l r o o m C l e v e l a n d , O h i o 

( C l o s e d ) S p i i t h ' s B a l l r o o m C o l u m b u s , O h i o 

( C l o s e d ) O l e n t a n g y P a r k B a l l r o o m C o l u m b u s , O h i o 

( C l o s e d ) I n d i a n o l a P a r k B a l l r o o m C o l u m b u s , O h i o 

( C l o s e d ) G r a y s t o n e B a l l r o o m (Oak & 5 t h S t . ) C o l u m b u s , O h i o 

( C l o s e d ) G r e e n m i l l B a l l r o o m _ ( F i s h i n g e r 
S c i o t o Rv. 

& 
Rd . -

C o l u m b u s , O h i o 
S t . R t . 33) 

( C l o s e d ) S i l v e r S l i p p e r B a l l r o o m (Lane A v e . C o l u m b u s , O h i o 
fi O l e n t a n g y R i v e r Rd.) 

( C l o s e d ) B u c k e y e L a k e P i e r B a l l r o o m B u c k e y e L a k e , O h i o 

( C l o s e d ) C r y s t a l B a l l r o o m B u c k e y e L a k e , O h i o 

( C l o s e d ) Geauga L a k e B a l l r o o m Geauga L a k e , O h i o 

( C l o s e d ) S p r i n g L a k e s B a l l r o o m Be r w i ck , O h i o 

( C l o s e d ) R u s s e l l ' s P o i n t B a l l r o o m I n d i a n L a k e , O h i o 

( Open ) Ce d a r P o i n t B a l l r o o m ( m f r e q u e n t -
Summer o n l y ) 

S a n d u s k y , O h i o 

( C l o s e d ) R u g g l e s Beach B a l l r o o m V e r m i l l i o n , O h i o 

( C l o s e d ) Gem Be a c h B a l l r o o m 
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B a l l i r o o m O p e r a t o r s 

Ponderosa Ballroom 
Roaring 20's Ballroom 
Howells Ballroom 
Idora Park Ballroom 
Vallej'dale Ballroom 
The Cold Springs Resort 
Aragon Ballroom 
Teara Ballroom 
Melody Mill 
Hub Ballroom 
Tuxedo Junction 
Carousel Ballroom 
Surf Ballroom. 
Moose Lodge 
Wintergarden 
4 Seasons Ballroom 
Chandelier 
E rn ie ' s Palace 
Kingsdale Recreation Center 
Omaha Center 
Elks Lodge 
Knights of Columbus 
Lindendale Park 
Matterip Ballroom 
Peony Park 
Coliseum 
Community Hall 
Lakewood Ballroom . 
Medina Ballroom 
Coliseum Ballroom 
E l e c t r i c Park 
F ly ing V Ballroom 
Fairy land Ballroom 
Scot t i sh Rite Bldg. 
Dubuque Fairgrounds 
Orchard Inn 
Surf Ballroom 
Northfield Ballroom 
Bell-Rae Ballroom 
Two Rivers Festival at Noll en Plaza 
Val-Air Ballroom 
Fairyland Ballroom 
St. John's Activity Center 
Cotillion Ballroom 

Walford, Iowa 
San Antonio, Texas 
Howells, Missouri 
Youngstown, Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio 
Hamilton, Indiana 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Bloomington, Illinois 
N. Riverside, Illinois 
Edelstein, Illinois 
Metropolis, Illinois 
Celina, Ohio 
Clearlake, Iowa 
Wichita, Kansas * 
Dallas, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Houston, Texas -r-d 
El Reno, Oklahoma 
Bellavisto, Arkansas 
Cherokee Village, Arkansas 
Brookfield, Missouri 
Riverton, Illinois 
Highland, Illinois 
Decorah, Iowa 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Davenport, Iowa 
New Vienna, Iowa 
Lake View, Iowa 
Hamel, Minnesota 
Worthington, Minnesota 
Waterloo, Iowa 
Utica, Nebraska 
Long Grove, Iowa 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 
Dubuque, Iowa 
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota 
Clear Lake, Iowa 
Northfield, Minnesota 
Moundsview, Minnesota 
Des Moines, Iowa 
West Des Moines, Iowa 
Long Grove, Iowa 
Sherman, Ohio 
Wichita, Kansas 



OHIO BALLROOMS 

(Closed) E r i e Beach B a l l r o o m 

( Open ) Caro u s e l B a l l r o o m 

(Closed) Geneva on the Lake B a l l r o o m 

(Closed) Myers Lake B a l l r o o m 

(Closed) Coney I s l a n d B a l l r o o m 

(Closed) C r y s t a l B a l l B a l l r o o m 

(Closed) Edgewater Park B a l l r o o m 

P o r t C l i n t o n , Ohio 

C e l i n a , Ohio 

Geneva on the Lake, Ohio 

Canton , Ohi o 

C i n c i n a t t i , Ohio 

V e r s a i l l e s , Ohio 

C e l i n a , Ohio 
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The Region 
approved today by the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators. 

The arrangement ^ves Island 
Casino Inc. a 10-year lease with an oft:, 
•tlon to renew the agreement for 15" 
more years. Under the agreemebtj 
which the legislators approved by a 
l&-to-l vote, Island Casino will specia 
as much as $1.6 million to renovate the* 
casino on the Long Island Sound 'in 
New Rochelle. " 

Big Band Club 
To Be Restored 

WHITE PLAINS. Aug. 30 (AP) — . 
The Glen Island Casino, a popular i 
nightspot during the Big Band Era, 
will be restored under an agreement 









VALLEY DALE HONOR ROLL OF BIG BANDS & ENTERTAINERS 

( C o m p i l e d f r o m n e w s p a p e r a d v e r t i s e m e n t s by P h i l S h e r i d a n ) 

A l v i n o Rey fi K i n g S i s t e r s 

C l a u d e H o p k i n s 

F l e t c h e r H e n d e r s o n 

Les Brown 

Jack T e a g a r d e n 

Isham Jones 

F r a n k i e M a s t e r s 

Ted F i o R i t o 

Bob C h e s t e r 

Ben B e r n i e 

E a r l " F a t h e r " H i n e s 

A r t i e Shaw 

Shep F i e l d s 

P a u l Whiteman 

I n a Ray H u t t o n 

Bobby B y r n e 

Sonny Dunham 

Rudy V a l e e 

M i l l s B r o t h e r s 

Kenny G a r d n e r 

Teddy W i l s o n 

L i o n a l Hampton 

Tommy Ryan 

H e l e n O ' C o n n e l l 

Guy Lombardo 

Duke E l l i n g t o n 

Ted Weems 

Benny Goodman 

Jan S a v i t t 

Sammy Kaye 

Red N o r v o 

G l e n n M i l l e r 

H o r ace H e i d t 

Kay K y s e r 

Cab C a l l o w a y 

H a l Kemp 

Russ Morgan 

C h a r l i e S p i v a k 

Ben P o l l a c k 

A l Donahue 

Bobby Sherwood 

George O l s e n 

P e r r y Como 

Carmen Lombardo 

Gene K r u p a 

Woody Herman 

M i l d r e d B a i l e y 

Mike D o u g l a s 

Jan G a r b e r 

Anson Weeks 

W i l l Osborne 

Tommy Dor s e y 

Bunny B e r i g a n 

F a t s W a l l e r 

Jimmy D o r s e y 

Bob C r o s b y 

Henry Busse 

V i n c e n t Lopez 

D i c k S t a b i l e 

G l e n Gray 

C h a l e s "Buddy" Rogers 

C h a r l i e B a r n e t 

J i m m i e L u n c e f o r d 

Tommy T u c k e r 

W i l l B r a d l e y 

I n k S p o t s 

F r a n k S i n a t r a 

Joe W i l l i a m s 

Jo S t a f f o r d 

Don C o r n e l l 

Ray E b e r l y 

B e t t y H u t t o n 
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VALLEY DALE HONOR ROLL OF BIG BANDS. & ENTERTAINERS 

G r a d e B a r r i e H e l e n F o r e s t Kenny S a r g e n t 

S k i n n a y E n n i s Nan Wynn D o r i s R o b b i n s 

Pee Wee Hunt B i n g C r o s b y B i l l Kenny 

George H a l l D o l l y Dawn O z z i e N e l s o n 

F r e d W a r i n g s - P e n n s y l v a n i a n s McKinney's C o t t o n P i c k e r s (Don Redman-took 

H a r r i e t H i l l a r d Red N i c h o l s & 5 P e n n i e s Eddy D u c h i n 

Gus A r n h e i m Ace B r i g o d e B e r n i e Cummins 

Ray P e a r l O r r i n T u c k e r Wee B o n n i e B a k e r 

Sammy Watk i n s Tommy T u c k e r G r a d e B a r r i e 

Buddy Rogers Jack T e a g r a d e n Johnny Long 

F r e d d y M a r t i n Muzzy M a r c e l l i n o Jimmy Joy 

H e r b i e Kay D o r o t h y Lamour P h i l H a r r i s 

A l i c e Faye H a l L i n d e n H e l e n Ward 

Bobby H a c k e t t H a r r y James Abe Lyman 

Merv G r i f f i n D i c k J u r g e n s A r t K a s s e l 

And o f c o u r s e , Columbus' own E a r l Hood O r c h e s t r a , t h e 
Dale's house band f o r many y e a r s . 

* Those bands l i s t e d are known t o have p l a y e d V a l l e y Dale, 
many o f them more than once. Others w i l l be added when 
t h e i r appearances can be a u t h e n t i c a t e d i n b l a c k & w h i t e . 
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VALLEY DALE HONOR ROLL OF BIG BANDS S ENTERTAINERS 

1960'S ROCK GROUPS 

Pour Seasons 

Rhoades B r o t h e r s 

Impre s s i ons 

Gene Chandler 

Ruphis & C a r l a Thomas 

W i l l i e M i t c h e l 

Nancy W i l s o n 

Rusty Bryand 

Bobbie Blue Bland 

Chubby Checker 

Ohio Express 

Chuck Jackson 

O t i s Redding 

Booker T & the M.G,'s 

Al Green 

Ike fi Ti n a Turner 

B .B.King 

I s l e y B r o t h e r s 
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NATIONALLY KNOWN BALLROOMS 

1920'S WAS THE BIGGEST BOON TO THE BIG BAND BUSINESS 

BIG BAND ERA OF BALLROOMS BEGAN JUST PRIOR TO MID 1920'S 

(Closed 

( Open 

(Closed 

(Closed 

(Closed 

(Closed 

(Closed 

(Closed 

(Closed 

(Closed 

(Closed 

(Closed 

( Open 

( Ope n 

(Closed 

(Closed 

(Closed 

(Closed 

(Closed 

(Closed 

T r i a n o n B a l l r o o m 
( A u c t i o n e d 1952-Torn down) 

Aragon B a l l r o o m 
(Closed 1964) 
See a r t i c l e e n c l o s e d 

Palomar B a l l r o o m 
(Was Rainbow B a l l r o o m - Burned 

P a l l a d i u m B a l l r o o m 

Glen I s l a n d Casino 

A r c a d i a B a l l r o o m 

Roseland Dance C i t y 

Meadowbrook B a l l r o o m 
( D i s c o n t i n u e d d a n c i n g 1955) 

S t e e l P i e r B a l l r o o m A.K.A. 
Ba l l r o o m (Torn down 1982) 

Coconut Grove B a l l r o o m 

Lakeside B a l l r o o m 

Rainbow Gardens B a l l r o o m 

Coconut Grove B a l l r o o m 

E l i t c h ' s Gardens 
( P r i v a t e , Summer o n l y ) 

Park B a l l r o o m 
(Closed e a r l y 1950's) 

A r c a d i a B a l l r o o m 

Greystone B a l l r o o m 

Raymor B a l l r o o m 

Savoy B a l l r o o m 

Aragon B a l l r o o m 

Chicago, I L 

Chicago, I L 

1922 

1926 

Los Angeles,CA 
1939) 

H o l l y w o o d , CA 

New R o c h e l l e , NY 

D e t r o i t , MI 

New York City,NY 

Cedargrove, NJ 

M i l l i o n D o l l a r P i e r 
A t l a n t i c C i t y , N J 

Los Angeles, CA 

Denver, CO 

Denver, CO 

Santa Cruse, CA 

Denver, CO 

Denver, CO 

D e t r o i t , MI 

D e t r o i t , MI 

Boston, MA 

New York City,NY 

Santa Monica, CA 

1918 

1920 

1918 

1920 

1923 
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1̂6 ;̂olumbug JDijJpatc!) ^ M0N.,MAY4,1981 Entertiiinment 
Ballroom's Revival Brings Excitement 

•a 
By Sara Carroll , 
Of n» Ditpafch Staff 

SatiD, chiffon and furs were re-
Ucctcd throughout the Valley Dale 
Ballroom as the big silver ball rotated 
overhead and̂  a hum of excitement 
•pervaded the room. 

After many months of darkness 
while renovation and .refurbishing 
.were under way, the grand old dame 
,of Columbus dance floors was lighted 
up again Friday night ' ' ' 

, •. The people who hdd been flocking 
there for many years retumed to re­
joice in the new decor (not yet com-' 
plated), but mostly to hear the Chuck 
Selby orchestra once again. 

MORE THAN 800 devotees crowd-, 
ed the dance floor as vocalists Ann 
Young (Selby's widow) and Marilyn 
Daye provided everything from ball­
room ballads to Bourbon Street blues. 

Spook Beckman emceed the first 
of numerous dances scheduled in the 
coming monthsl and it was highly suc­
cessful, if attendance and enthusiasm 
count for anything. ' ! i , ; ' ' 

It was not, however,* the grand 
opening night, according to manager 
Mike Peppe. • ̂  ^ 

"We actually have had to postpone. 
the grand opening three times," Peppe 
said. "But our purpose In opening to­
night is to keep the name before the 
public. When we really get going, we 
plan regular dances and big band 
names. It has just taken much longer 

than we planned. But all city require­
ments are being met." 

Some of those requirements in­
clude installation of a sprinkler sys­
tem, several additional exit doors, 
new fire-retardant carpeting on the 
stairs and in the bar and lounge areas. 

According to some of the regulars 
interviewed, "The place looks 100 per­
cent bettei' tlian when they closed it 
down. It even looks a lot bietter from 
the outside.'̂  11 : 

TWO OF THE habituees were 
F i ^ and Betty Persinger who still 

.shake, a mean leg and hip, despite 
Uieir long tenure. 

Persinger, a retired Borden em-;< 
ployee, said, "I've actually been com-' 
ing here since I was .a very young boy 
in 1927. Then Betty and I started at­
tending together in 1932." 

' "In those early days, they had two 
bands. There was the "Moonlight Gar­
dens" outside. They' didn't sell any­
thing but soft drinks. We'd come back 
in the building to get our drinks and-
they'd also hand us a piece of newspa-

' per to sit on the grass outside, during 
: intermission." 

• "We have a lot of souvenirs," Bet­
ty added. "Some of the old tickets we 
have show a charge of 75 cents a. 
couple on Saturday night and 60 .cents 
during the week." ' / 

The Persingcrs dipped deeply into' 
nostalgia as they fondly recalled Ben 
Bernie . , "he always dressed entirely 

the crowd before the orchestra began 
playing. Kay Kayser. used to stand at 
the edge of the stage and let himself 
fall back off the stage into the waiting 
arms of the dancers . . . People filled 
the place for so many years, especial­
ly when they had regular radio broad­
casts from here.'That was exciting."' 

PEPf^E SHOWED us those glass-
enclosed booths overlooking all the ac­
tion high above the dance floor and 
one dould almost hear a whisper out 
of the past, "And now, M m the beau­
tiful Valley Dale Ballroom in Colum­
bus, Ohio, we bring you — — Cab 
Calloway .and his orchestra!". ; j ' , ' , 
-•.<Y,... ' ' :•'=•• • v-*-.-' >.'.'If . 
/ Calloway, Duke Ellington, 'Harry 
James, Charlie Barnett, Benny Good­
man, the Dorseys' dozens of big 
bands have provided hundreds of 
hours of dancing for thousands of fans 
— and the Peppes would like to have,-
it that way again. •" h 

former' Valley Dale bartender 
Mick Sullivan said " I wouldn't' have 

'missed this for the world. I'm retired 
now, but I was bartender here for 27 
years and I have seen a lot of famous 
people, and some good times and bad 
times; ' ' -i • '; 

"There wasn't any air conditioning 
then,!' Sullivan <:ontiriued, "but nobody 
seemed to mind. They'd just run out­
side every once in a while to cool off. 
Then, if it had been raining, we'd 

tbe in white, aiid always strolled through sonrietlmes have,.to. squeegee off th 

,^f!!!!!!!!!.N!!!iil'!'!tl'l!lliii!'i!!'|!!'!^ 1 

floor before dancing could begin 
again. It was fun, always fun. no mat­
ter, "what you had to do."-

Asked which, of all the big bands 
he'd heard, was his favorite, he ; 
promptfy replied, "Chuck Selby's. It . 
was a really good band and he was 
one of the .nicest, meh I've ever 

•known."' • . •-' ' ^ :^ :• ; 

PEPPE SAID much more was 
going to be done,, and specifically 
mentioned that they had not had time 
to get the dance floor cleaned and 
waxed properly, but that'and many 
other items were in the works. At this 

t writing, Peppe said a target date was 
| in June, but "If I be realistic about it, 

it will probably be much later. But we 
are going to have real bash then, prob­
ably late sunmier." 

' Sara Allen, Mayme Lawler and 
Norma Thacker, interviewed on the 

' way in, concurred that "The place 
' looks so much better than it did, even 
• if they're not quite finished. We'll keep 
on coming back as long as they have 

I dances." • 

All three are among t'he long-term 
attendees . . ,"0h, 30 years I've been * 

i,; dancing here, I guess." When Mrs. Al-
,(len was asked, "Are you going to jlt-
' terbug tonight?*' she brushed back her 
beautifully coiffed silver hair and 
smiled mischieviously, "You're darned 
right, I'm gonna jitterbug!" 

' As Kay Keyser would say, "Come 
on, children, let's dance." 
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O H H K I I Ph*t« by Km CMmtMrtlM 

THE VALLEY DALE dance floor 
was crowded again Friday night 
as more than 8Q0 people turned out 
to hear the Chuck Selby band and 

catch a preview of what the refur­ 
bished ballroom will be like when it y  
reopens this summer (More photos A  
on Page C-7). ) 
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An open letter to Mayor fonni Moody 

Virtually every great band in the 
history of American music has 
appeared there at one time or 
another. In fact, there was a time, in. 
the heyday of the.,big bands, when 
TWO network radio shows, by CBS 

Iley Dale, a 
bringing joy } 
; 1918 and ^ 
ie has been 
le last of the 
oms still in 

and NBC, were.broadcast simulta­
neously coast to coast from Valley 
Dale; •: . v. 

if -

>e music 

\ History of the location actually --
fcoes back to the eariy 1800s, when a 
tavern and inn stood on the site now ' 
occupied by Valley Dale. A toll road ^ 
running from Sunbury to Columbus 
crossed the hack of the site where . 
St. Mary of the Springs now stands. 

Farmers from out that way 
would bring their produce into' 
Columbus, to either Central or East 
Market. Returning too late in the 
day to complete the roimd trip, they . 
would stop overnight at the tavern, 
resting their horses and continuing 
homeward the following morning.' 

The tavern became a ballroom in 
1918, burned to the ground New 
Year s Eve of 1922 and was rebuilt, 
as the present structure in 1924. 

Jim and Lou Peppe leased the 
building in 1932 <48 years ago), and .' 
finally purchased it in 1938. It was 
remodeled in 1941, supposedly as an 
exact replica of Frank Daley's 
famed Meadowbrook in New Jer-." 
sey. (Daley managed Valley Dale; 
that year). , 

". LowP^>pe- stayed on here -. to^^, 
martage it. Brother Jim went to Neŵ ?---
York. where, as bead of the band, 
department of CBS, he had an insider 
track on what would later be the 
booking here of every name band of 
the day. ' : /. 

They all came: Tommy anH. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Glenn Miller, Duke 
Ellington, Artie Shaw, Guy Lombar­
do, Kay Kyser, Ozzie Nelson with 
vocalist Harriet Hilliard, Woody 
Herman, Glen Gray and his Casa 

. Loma, Count Basic, Benny Good­
man, Louis Armstrong. You name 
'em. They played Valley Dale. 

More often than not, their Valley 
Dale stints were broadcast coast to 
coast, making the Columbus ball­
room among the most famoiis in the 
country. V- . ' 

You want to talk about history? 
. This. Mr. Mayor, is the reai thing. 

Valley Dale has fallen on rough 
times. Specifically, the city of Co­
lumbus has condemned the building 
and apparently wants it closed. 

While the Peppe family is every 
bit as concerned about the safety of 
its patrons as the city ever will be, 
they've already begun by tearing 
out the rotted outdoor steps as 
dictated by the city — some com­
promise is going to be necessary if 
the Dale is to remain open. 

You simply cannot turn a 1924 
building into a 1980 building. That's 
the crux of the issue. Moreover, 
what sarie person would" want to? • 
The Valley Dale is only a historic 
landmark as long as it remains the 
Valley Dale. -

No one is suggesting that any 
compromise be made where public 
safety is- concerned, mind yoa But 

nitpicking is nitpicking, and the fact-t 
. that the city's biggest gripe seems to;-
be that this is a wooden structure t 
seems just that (I'd be happy tol'-
pomx out a few other wooden-ii 
structures presently doing businessl^ 
in the c i t y . i ' • 

In this particular wooden struoCf 
ture. there are eigtt huge double--'' 

jdoor fire exits. As I understand itj» 
the Peppes agree completely witlr ' 
the need for a sprinkler system — iiv-; 
fact, with most of -the demands^ 
made by the city in tbe.interest o f i 
jjubho safety.-; • " . 

On the other handT there seems^ •* 
to me to be some sort of vendetta OB*I 
the part of the city to dose the placed; 
under any circumstances. The city^ 
doesn't seem to want to cooperate * 
all in assisting the owners tpwards^ 
compliance. It's as if; city officials::^ 
want the place closed' and have'-
closed their minds aciwrdingly. - , 
• This would be a bighiistake, Mr.t 
Mayor. A big mistake. Believe me,* 
when I say that fervent fans 
Valley Dale still numlier way up 
the thousands. And being boticl 
candid and pragmatic most of then*-; 
vote. . - \ j 

Let's make certain Valley Dale^ 
patrons will always be safe at any •• 
cost. Z 

But let's also make certain the J 
historic old ballroom is saved for 
future generations. 

f 

E N T E R — The front entrance from the parking lot.' 
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City Council is pre|)aring>legy 
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VALLEY DALE — B^rdecT up forevert 

v" ' - ; - -^r / -^^vi i^-

ByRONPATAKY 
Xi t i l * * - J«urMl Entartaimmiil Ednor 

Dear Mayor Moody: : 
Hope your Paris trip is going 

well.!' • ' '.'-'-r:'- ' _ 
Meanwhile, back home here, 

some things are happening that I 
think you should know about. 

The recent hullabaloo concern­
ing the to be or not to be of City Hall 
Annex was interesting —more for 
its much ado about nothing than 
anything else but interesting none­
theless.̂  " J i 
• Even more interesting, however. 
Is the fact that while the pros and 
cons of the ugly downtown structure 
were l>eing argued, another build­
ing, this..one of genuine historic 
interest to more people than you 
will ever know, stands in imminent 
danger of being lost forever to the 
thousands of people of this dty 
who've "enjoyed its pi-esence for 
more than half a century. " 
- And .if youTl , pardon my saying 

so, sir, I don't think you knoW 
anything about it, 

Perhaps you should'. 
I'm speaking of Valley pale, a 

t)allroom that has been bringing joy 
to area couples since 1918 and 
which, as far as anyone has been 
able to determine, is the last of the 
great American ballrooms still in 
existence,,:; 
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Authenticated List of Big Bands Appearing at Valley Dale 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 

(Compi3e(d f r o m newspaper adve r t i s emen t s by P h i l Sher idan) 

.Alvino Rey a. King S i s t e r s Guy Lombardo Jan Garber 

Claude Hopkins Duke E l l i n g t o n Anson Weeks 

F l e t c h e r Henderson Ted Weems W i l l Osborne 

Les Brown Benny Goodman Tommy Dorsey 

Jack Teagarden Jan S a v i t t Bunny Berigan 

Isham Jones Sammy Kaye Fats W a l l e r 

Frankie Masters Red Norvo Jimmy Dorsey 

Ted F i o R i t o Glenn M i l l e r Bob Crosby 

Bob Chester Horace H e i d t Henry Busse 

Ben B i r n i e Kay Kyser V i n c e n t Lopez 

B a r l "Fatha" Hines Cab "Calloway Dick S t a b i l e 

A r t i e Shaw Hal Kemp Glen Gray 

Shep F i e l d s Russ Morgan' Chales "Buddy" Rogers 

Paul 'ivhiteman C h a r l i e Spivak C h a r l i e Barnet 

Ina Ray Hutton Ben P o l l a c k Jimmie Lunceford 

Bobby Byrne A l Donahue Tommy Tucker 

.•.-.-...•.•.•.•Dnny Dunham Bobby Sherwood W i l l B radley 

Rudy Valee George Olsen I n k Spots 

and, o f course , Columbus' OVTI E a r l Hood O r c h e s t r a , the D a l e ' s house band 

f o r many yea r s . 

* Those bands l i s t e d are known t o have p l ayed V a l l e y D a l e , many o f them more 

than once. Others w ^ i l l be added when t h e i r appearances can be a u t h e n t i c a t e d 

i n b l a c k and w h i t e . 


