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United States Department of the interior 
Her:t£ge Oonservation end Recreation Service 

KB.tional Register cf Historic PEaces 
Inventory—domination Form 
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entr ies—complete appl icable sect ions 

1, Mame 

For HCRS vss only 

date entered 

historic 
JEFFERSON AVE. HISTORIC DISTRICT 

and'or common 

2. Location 

street & number m u l t i p l e see c o n t i n u a t i o n s h e e t not for publication 

city, town Columbus vicinity of congressional district :2 t h 

state Oh io code 039 county F r a n k l i n code 04 9 

3. Classif icat ion 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 
_^ district public X occupied agriculture museum 

building(s) X- private X unoccupied commercial p?rk 
structure both ^ work in progress X educational private reside-ce 
site Publ ic Acqu i s i t i on Access ib le entertainment X religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted Industrial transportatior 
no military other: 

4. Cvw-raer of Property 
name multiple see continuation sheet 

street & number 

city, town Columbus vicinity of state 

S» Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frankl in County Adminis t ra t ion Bui ld ing 

street & number 410 S. High St. 

city, town Columbus state Ohio 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Ohio His t o r i c Inventory 

date 6/7 5 

has this property been determined elegible? yes " no 

federal ^ state county local 

depository for survey records phjo HistorSr- Pr^^c.p,,-ation Of f i ce 1^71 and T - h Ave. 

state - , , v c ity, town C o 1 unib u s 



7\ L'Gscrirttior 
Gor.ditian Check one Check ona 

excellent deteriorated unaltered J l original site 
good ruins ii_ altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Jefferson Avenue H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s comprised of approximately 12 ar c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
and h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t properties located i n a one block long area of Jefferscn 
Ave, between E. Broad Street and E. Long St. i n downtown Columbus, The buildings are 
located along the perimeter of the avenue with a large, e l l i p t i c a l landscaped park 
in the center. Jefferson Ave. was p l a t t e d i n 1870 as a part of the East Park Place 
Addition and by 1890 the majority of the buildings were completed. Although deteriorated 
now, i t i s obvious that t h i s was an a f f l u e n t and fashionable neighborhood at the tine 
i t developed. Following are b r i e f descriptions of the representative buildings. 

51 Jefferson A\-e. B u i l t c. 1880, t h i s structure i s constructed of brick on a stone' 
foundation and features a projecting bay, bracketed cornice, carved stone l i n t e l s ar.d 
several stained glass windows. The brick has been covered with stucco and the porch 
and one story addition to the southeast corner were l a t e r changes. Much of the 
i n t e r i o r - window and door t r i m , mantels and the staircase are i n t a c t . 

61 Jefferson Ave. This brick structure was b u i l t during the 1880's. The facade 
is c l e a r l y divided i n t o three bays with double hung 2 over 2 windows with stone 
l i n t e l s placed w i t h i n recesses. A round arched window i s located over the entrance 
in the southernmost bay of the facade. A two story addition has been b u i l t on the 
south side of the house. A large r e h a b i l i t a t e d carriage house (now used as offices 
is located at the rear-of the l o t . 

66 Jefferson Ave. This large b r i c k structure with a hipped slate roof features a 
projecting bay on the south elevation and coupled double hung 2 over 1 windows with 
stone l i n t e l s . O r i g i n a l l y b u i l t as a private residence, the buil d i n g has been 
recently incorporated as part of a new elementary school complex. 

67 Jefferson Ave. This residence i s constructed of brick on a stone foundation with 
a hipped composition roof. The windov.:: are double hung 2 over 2 with stone l i n t e l ; 
and s i l l s . A large '"ront norch with round columns was added during the early 20th 
century. D i s t i n c t i \ e features include the ornamental roof cresting and the decorative 
iron fence enclosing the yard. 

77 Jefferson Ave. This house, already i n d i v i d u a l l y l i s t e d i n the National Register, was 
the residence of James Thurber from 1913-15. Thurber, a noted American humorist, 
frequently included Columbus locations i n his st o r i e s . This house was described 
by Thurber i n his famous short story "The Night the Ghost Got I n " . The large 
bri c k residence features multiple gables and dormers, large round arched f r o n t 
window with rusticated b r i c k and smooth stone t r i m , ornamental wood tri m i n the 
gable ends and a stone and wrought i r o n fence bordering the sidewalk. 

ICQ Jefferson Ave.This large b r i c k structure, presently i n use as a church, was 
constructed c. 1890. The d i s t i n c t i v e features include the entablature decorated 
windows and denticular cornice. The building i s undergoing r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . 

St. Paul A.ME Church This handsome, well preserved church was constructed i n 1905-06. 
I t i s constructed of brick on a stone foundation. The build i n g i s two stories i n 
height with a s l i g h t l y ta:. l e r square tower on the northeast corner. The notable 
features include the rectangular and round arched windows with stained giass i n 
excellent condition, corbelled brickwork and v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t i n t e r i g r and laroe 
pipe organ. St. Paul i s the oldest black congregation i n the c i t y ot Columbus? 



C r 

pre: iCtoric 
140C^1499 

, 15 C \j— 1 u S 9 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

^ 1E0C/-189S 
i l _ 1S00-

/• re?.;- of Sicr t i f icEnce—Check and jus t i fy br low 
srcheology-prehistoric community planning 
archeoiogy-historic 

Specif ic dates 

agricu!;jre 
architecture 
art 
commerce 

. communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration settlement 
industry 
invention 

lancscape architect'j 'e. 
law 
iitsrature 
military 
music 
ptiilosophy 
politics, government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social 
humani'.'rian 
theater 
. transpc^iation 
. other (ssecify) 

Builder/Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Jefferson Avenue Hi s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a small compact grouping of 
buildings which once was a part of a fi n e r e s i d e n t i a l area i n downto\\T: Columbus. With 
the exception of the East Town Street Hi s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , l i t t l e remain; d-wntown•cf 
the 19th century r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhoods. East Park Place Addition was f l a t t e d i n 
1870 and included three avenues with e l l i p t i c a l parks - Jefferson, Lexir.gf.n and 
iiamilton. Lexington A'.-e. was destroyed by the construction of In t e r s t a t e - " ! which 
separates Jefferson Ave. do^vTitown from Hamilton Ave. which i s very much a - a r t of 
the near east side of Jolumbus. The buildings included i n t h i s nomination are 
generally deteriorated yet they s t i l l e x h i b i t the q u a l i t y of late 19th century 
construction- brick construction, decorative stone l i n t e l s , stained glass, decorati-s 
i n t e r i o r woodwork and ornamental ironwork. The Thurber House and St. Paul AI>IE Church 
are also s i g n i f i c a n t f o r h i s t o r i c a l associations. Jar.es Thurber, an e:>:trr.̂ .e.ly 
important American huitorist l i v e d i n t h i s neighborhood from 1913-1915 and included 
t h i s house i n his famous short story "The Night the Ghost Got I n " . St. Paul 
AME i s the oldest black congregation i n Columbus. I t v.-as organized in 1823 and the 
present building i s the fourth church f o r t h i s congregation. I t was b u i l t in 1905 
as the black population of Columbus began to move eastward. I t i s an icocrtant 
landm.ark to the black community. 

The majority of the buildings are owned by the Metropolitan Learning Corrunur.ity, a 
non-profit organization, which plans to sensitvely r e h a b i l i t a t e and re-use the buildings 
for a •-.ariety of educational purposes. The intent is to nake t h i s acc^;ibLe downto'-i 
neighborhood an active and in t e g r a l part of the c u l t u r a l l i f e of Coluijbus. Recogni .ion 
by the National Register w i l l provide additional attention to t h i s important grouping 
of h i s t o r i c properties i n downtown Columbus. 
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10. O.BcrrarjhlcRl Data 
5 1/2 Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name S o u t h e a s t Coluinbus 

UMT References 

^ i l J I | 3 | 3 , 0 | 3 | 7 | 0 | |4 |4 |2 ,5 |6 |1 ,0 | 
Zone Easting Northing 
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Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 
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Verba! boundary description and justification 

see continuation sneet 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county coae 

state code county cede 

1 f= r o r m 

name-title Nancy Recchie/ Regional P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r 

oroinization Columbus Landmarks Foundat ion date 5/80 

street & number 22 N. F ron t S t . telephone (614) 221-0227 

citv or town Columbus state Ohio 

12. S ta te H is to r i c Preservat i rm Of f icer Certif icatEc t 
The evaluated significance of this property v^ithin the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it ha? been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Consefvation and Recreation^Service. 

\ ) 
State Historic Preservation Officer signature [ / J ) . f \ j ^ ' - ^ ^ / . 

title date 

For HCRS c .".2 cnly 
i r.ereby certify that this property is included in the National Regisle; 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: dcte 

G?C ii'. 



Urtstec i tE tec Depsrtment of the Interior 
t[crEt£c:e CcnservEtion sr.d Recreation Service ê . ̂ z-r-c 

Lxcittcrkai KecLster of Historic Peaces r̂omŷn 
InvBiiiQVY—[vlorrBinallon Form |oaieentereQ 
Continualion she^t Jefferson Ave. H.P. Item number 2, 4, 10 Page 

OviTiers and addresses 

Metropolitan Learning Community - 60, 61, 63,77,88 Jefferson Ave. 

Raymond Sharpe - 51, 57, 67 Jefferson Ave. 

zion Light House S p i r i t u a l Church - 100 Jefferson Ave. 

St. Paul M̂E Church - 104 Jefferson Ave. and 621-23 E. Long St. 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginning at the souteast corner of parcel #35067; go east ISO' to the intersectic: 
of Eleventh St.; go north along the rear property lines to a point 100' south of 
the intersection with Almond .4lley; go east 150'; go north along the curb line to 
150' south of the intersection with E. Long St.; go east 100'; go north 150' tc 
the intersection with E. Long St.; go east along Long St. to the intersection with 
Myrtle Alley; go south along Myrtle Alley to a point 175' north of the intersectic;-
with Avon Court; go west 153'; go south along curb l i n e to the intersection with 
A.v6n Ct.; go east 70'; go north along curb l i n e 50' to the point of beginning. 

















FHR-8-300 (11-78) 

United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
See inst ruct ions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entr ies—complete appl icable sect ions 

1. Name 

B
RS use only 

d 

tered 

historic Jefferson Avenue Historic D i s t r i c t 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number m u l t i p l e see c o n t i n u a t i o n s h e e t not for publication 

city, town Columbus vicinity of congressional district 1 2 t h 

state Oh io code 039 county F r a n k l i n code 049 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

X district public X occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) X private X unoccupied commercial X park 
structure both V work in progress V educational .X private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object In process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered ^ yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
- K - N / A no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Multiple (see continuation sheet) 

street & number 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Franklin County Administration Bui ld ing 

street & number 410 South High Street 

city, town Columbus state Oh io 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Ohio His to r ic Inventory- has this property been determined elegible? yes no 

date 6/75 . federal state county local 

depository for survey records Ohio His to r ic Preservation Off ice 1-71 and 17th Avenue 

city, town Columbus state Ohio 





NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
(3-82) Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
inventory—Nomination Form 

JEFFEROTN AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT 
.. .Columbus, Franklin Co., Ohio „ . ^ 

Continuation sheeT ^ Item number y Page Z 

7. Description, continued 

6. 66 Jefferson Avenue: This large brick structure with a hipped slate roof 
features a projecting bay on the south elevation and paired double-hung 
2/1 windows with stone l i n t e l s . O r i g i n a l l y b u i l t as a rpivate residence, 
i n the la t e 1970s a large addition was made to the side and rear of the 
building. I t i s f e l t that t h i s addition, frankly contemporary though i t 
i s , i s compatible with the h i s t o r i c character of the neighborhood i n i t s 
materials ( b r i c k ) , i n i t s fable ends, roof p i t c h , and roof height. 

7. 92 Jefferson Avenue: 2-story brick residence, generally unaltered from the 
o r i g i n a l , with a modest 1-story open wood porch on the south side. A 1-
story bay window projects from the facade. Windows are flat-arched, 2/2, 

* with incised stone l i n t e l s and drip labels. Narrow rectangular f r i e z e win-
; dows. [Photo 9] ' 

8. 57 Jefferson Avenue: 2-story residence of stuccoed brick. Windows 2/2, 
with incised l i n t e l s , similar to others i n the d i s t r i c t . Addition of 
indeterminate age to the south side of the structure. Narrow rectangular • 
fr i e z e windows. F u l l bay window on south side, with mansard roof. Iron 
fence with limestone posts along sidewalk. 

Verbal boundary description, continued 

Jefferson Avenue; then E along that l i n e to the W curb l i n e of Jefferson Avenue; 
then N along Jefferson Avenue ca. ISO' to a point; then E ca. 55' to the N curb 
l i n e of an unnamed alley; then S along that alley ca. 240' to the rear property ( 
l i n e of 66 Jefferson Avenue; then W along said property l i n e ca. 120' to Jefferson 
Avenue; then S along Jefferson Avenue ca. 180' to a point; then W ca. 60' to the 
place of beginning. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

- X ^ 1800-1899 
^c_1 goo-

Areas of Significance—Checic and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 

. commerce 

. communications 

conservation 
. economics 
. education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 

. politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1'%%Q£> - l^OO Builder/Architect •lA. 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Columbus' Jefferson Avenue Historic D i s t r i c t i s nominated f o r i t s significance as 
a compact, planned, grouping of late nineteenth-century residences immediately adjacent 
to the ci t y ' s downtown. While downtown l i v i n g was once the rul e , the urban sprawl of 
the central business d i s t r i c t has taken a heavy t o l l on period dwellings i n t h i s area. 
With the exception of Jefferson Avenue and the East Town Street Historic D i s t r i c t (N.R. 
7/30/76) l i t t l e remains of 19th century residential neighborhoods i n the immediate 
downtown. 

The East Park Place Addition was platted i n 1870 andinsurance maps show develop­
ment to have been complete by 1900. I t s most i n t r i g u i n g feature lay i n the e l l i p t i c a l 
boulevard parks which were found i n i t s 3 p r i n c i p a l thoroughfares: Jefferson Avenue, 
Lexington Avenue, and Hamilton Avenue. The construction of Interstate 71 obliterated 
Lexington avenue (the middle of the three East Park Place Streets). While Hamilton 
Avenue remains, i t i s geographically separated from Jefferson Avenue by the chasm of the 
int e r s t a t e . Jefferson Avenue remains i n t a c t and linked with the downtown. I t s boule­
vard plan was unique i n the c i t y and as such was a pioneering e f f o r t at landscape arch­
itecture coupled with the p l a t t i n g of new subdivisions. 

The significance of the architecture here l i e s i n the cohesion of scale, massing, 
st y l e , and materials. While somewhat deteriorated the d i s t r i c t s t i l l exhibits t h i s 
cohesion with i t s brick construction (there was only one wood frame residence ever on 
the s t r e e t ) , decorative stone l i n t e l s , art glass, decorative i n t e r i o r ornament, and 
iron fencing. Additionally, the national significance of 77 Jefferson Avenue cannot 
be minimized, f o r here the beloved American w r i t e r James Thurber l i v e d from 1913 to 
1915 and here he set his famous short story, "The Night the Ghost Got I n . " 

Inter e s t i n g l y , also, most of the property i n the d i s t r i c t i s owned by the 
Metropolitan Learning Community. The plans of t h i s non-profit educational organization 
include the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of much of the d i s t r i c t and the integration of t h i s 
accessible area into the mainstream of downtown Columbus c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t y . 

- .tttln ^BAI.- I I kit-." 

































































































































Ohio Historical Center 1-71 & 17th Avenue Columbus, Ohio 43211 (614) 466-1500 

October 8, 1982 

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief 
Departiment o£ Registration 
National Register o£ 

Historic Places 
440 G. Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Carol: 

Enclosed are thirteen new National Register nominations and two resubmissions. 
All the appropriate notification procedures have been followed for the new 
submissions. 

New Submissions 

Nichols, E l i , Farm 

Allen Memorial Medical Library 

Wade Park Historic District 

Columbus Transfer Company Warehouse 

Grinnell Mill Historic District 

Blair House 

Bauer Apartments 

Pine Meer • 

Antlers Hotel 

Meigs County Fairground 
Grandstand and Race track 

Celina Main Street Historic District 

Trimble, James S., House 

Fairmont Avenue Historic District 

Resubmissions 

•w^efferson Avenue Historic District 

Canal Fulton Historic District 

County 

Coshocton 

Cuyahoga 

Cuyahoga 

Franklin 

Greene 

Hamilton 

Hamilton 

Hamilton 

Lorain 

Meigs 

Mercer 

Morrow 

Muskingum 

County 

Franklin 

Stark 

Please let me know i f you have any other questions, 

Sincerely, 

WRL/BP:vb 
Enclosures 
X.c: Regional Coordinators (5) 

W. Ray Luce 
State Historic Preservation Officer 


