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1. Name 

HCRS use 

|te entered 

historic Great Southern Hotel & Theatre 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number S^ttth High ^ Ea«4 Main Stt ' f rHtj not for publication 

city, town Columbus, Ohio vicinity of congressional district 
12 t h 

state Oh io code 039 county F r a n k l i n code 049 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public ^ occupied agriculture museum 
^ building(s) ^ private unoccupied 2L commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process 

N/Abeing considered 
yes: restricted government scientific in process 

N/Abeing considered ^ yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name 
Mrs. W i l l i a m R. Mnich 

street & number 4567 Rav ine D r . 

city, town 
W e s t e r v i l l e 

vicinity of state 
Ohio 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. F r a n k l i n County Court House 

street & number 559 s . H i g h S t r e e t 

city, town Colimibus 
state 

Ohio 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Ohio H i s t o r i c Inven to ry has this property been determined elegible? yes A: no 

date 5 / 2 6 / 8 2 • federal state county local 

depository for survey records n h i n Hne+^^ - r. J.-
— i i vniQ H l . s t n r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i 

^ Columbus 
city, town 

Ohio 
state 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

X good ruins J L - altered moved riatp 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Southern Hotel and Theatre i s a 6-story structure b u i l t of hollow t i l e 
veneered with red press brick. Of monumental scale, the rectangular building 
features elements of the Colonial Revival including f l a r e d brick l i n t e l s and 
attenuated p i l a s t e r s . The o r i g i n a l storefronts and entrances have been altered 
from t h e i r o r i g i n a l appearance; present development plans c a l l for the sensitive 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of these elements whenever possible. The o r i g i n a l entrance to the 
hotel (on the High Street side) was set around a stone frontespiece with s l i g h t l y 
battered walls and stone p i l a s t e r s . The o r i g i n a l entrance to the theatre (on 
the Main Street side) featured a massiveround-arched void with Sullivanesque 
stone ornament. The o r i g i n a l plans called f o r the f i r s t story to be b u i l t of 
buff stone with the remaining upper portion of gray brick and stone; t h i s scheme 
gave way to the a l l - b r i c k exterior, perhaps f o r f i n a n c i a l reasons. Di s t i n c t i v e 
d e t a i l i n g and f u l l se-backs define the three major entrances to the building. 
The theatre area projects s l i g h t l y and features an arcaded upper portion. Similar 
projecting sections also h i g h l i g h t the corner entrance and the High Street access 
into the Hotel. Windows are round arched with molded brick surrounds or f l a t -
arched with f l a r e d l i n t e l s of brick. On the Main Street side, the round arched 
voids feature transom l i g h t s of stained glass. Colonial Revival elements of the 
facade include the use of delicate attenuated colonades at the major corners of 
the building and above the entrance to the hotel. Ori g i n a l l y , a metal cornice 
was located below a parapet wall at the roof l i n e . This cornice was removed, but 
w i l l be restored during the planned r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . Behind t h i s parapet was a 
roof garden, described i n an early twentieth century promotional publication as 
"the only place of entertainment of i t s kind i n Central Ohio." 

The interior of the structure has only been minimally altered and plans call 
for as accurate a restoration as possible. The 1200-seat theatre is entered 
through a lobby and vestibule. The theatre's auditorium is sex on a bowl floor 
and roofed witk concentric vaulting. The original lights for the auditorium were 
concealed in the arches and were shaded with orange-tinted globes for dirrusion 
of light. The space is lavishly ornamented with delicate molded plaster. Two 
balconies rise above the main floor seats. A A +..^^^r.n 

The hotel lobby was a handsome example of classical proportion and de t a i l i n g . 
Trimmed i n marble and molded plaster the bay spacing was articulated by f l u t e d 
Corinthian p i l a s t e r s . A mezzanine was offset by_elliptical^arches, typical^o^^ 

part 

of the overall proiect. The hotel aiso nas a gi u^^... , T u -i • 4- 4-• 

in t a c t o ' g i n a l ' s t i i n e d glass. Originally f i t t e d with 222 rooms, r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
plans c a l l f o r 196 rooms of a somewhat larger scale. • 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

J L 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

science 
. sculpture 
. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Spec i f ic dates 1894-1896 Builder/Architect Dauben, Krumm, & Riebel, architects 

statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Menno G. Detweiler, designer 
Yost & Packard, consulting architects 

The Great Southern Hotel and Theatre stands today as Columbus' only re­
maining o r i g i n a l 19th century hotel and theatre, and as an extremely important 
work of a prominent local architectural f i r m . The building exhibits many 
characteristics of the Colonial Revival style on the exterior, including the 

fl a r e d brick l i n t e l s on some of the windows, the delicately attentuated 
collonades, and overall symmetry of massing. The lobby of the hotel exhibits 
many of these same characteristics, including the p i l a s t e r s , the r e l i e f ornamemt, 
and the s e m i - e l l i p t i c a l mezzanine arches. Additionally, the Theatre exhibits 
exterior ornament of the sort associated with pre-eminent Chicago architect Louis 
H. Sullivan. This ornament includes an intricately-carved Romanesque arch of 
stone framing the entry to the Theatre. F i n a l l y , the i n t e r i o r arrangement of the 
theatre closely resembles Sullivan's Auditorium Theatre (1890) i n Chicago, es­
pec i a l l y i n the concentric arches which extend forward from the proscenium arch 
and cover the auditorium. 

The building was b u i l t over a two-year period by a 400 member stock company, 
The Great Southern Fire Proof Hotel Co. Formed by south-side businessmen, the 
hotel and theatre were b u i l t to enhance the city's southside as commercial and 
residential development moved to the north. Because of the number of f i r e s that 
had plagued such buildings, t h i s new structure was designed to be fireproof,and 
was b u i l t of a combination of t i l e , b rick, s t e e l , and cement. The Theatre opened 
i n September, 1896 and the hotel i n 1897. The great names of the t h e a t r i c a l 
world played the Southern including, J u l i a Marlowe, Ethel Barrymore, Sarah 
Bernhardt, L i l l i a n Russell, and George M. Cohan. The great Isadora Duncan re­
fused to play Columbus unless she could play the Southern. 

The Hotel was once one of Columbus' f i n e s t . President William McKinley and 
members of his cabinet were among i t s e a r l i e s t guests. Long a center of 
p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y , inaugural balls were held i n i t s spacious ballroom. Today, 
while some of i t s past grandeur has been l o s t , the Great Southern Hotel and 
Theatre remain a p i v o t a l part of Columbus' architectural scene. 

The architects of the building were the Columbus fir m of Dauben, Krumm, 
and Riebel who secured the services of Menno G. Detweiler as a pr i n c i p a l designer 
Dauben and Riebel were i n practice i n the c i t y for many years. Joseph Dauben was 
a German native who practiced i n Chicago from 1871 u n t i l his a r r i v a l i n Columbus 
i n 1877. In addition to the Southern, he designed many public and private 
buildings as well as no less than three Ohio court houses. Riebel practiced i n 
Columbus u n t i l his death i n 1937, and served as architect f o r the Board of Educa­
t i o n f o r many years. L i t t l e i s known of Menno Detweiler, except that he was one 
of the designers of the 1892 Chicago World's Fair buildings. Thus, i t may be 
that either Dauben or Detweiler was very f a m i l i a r with Sullivan's Auditorium and 
designed t h e i r new theatre accordingly. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Architecture Columbus Robert Samuelson, et a l . (Columbus, 1976) 
Columbus Dispatch, 10 November, 1894. 
Columbus Dispatch, 22 September, 1896. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominat^proper ty l e s s t h a n one a c r e 

Quadrangle name Souil^AMj't Qoju,^ ifns 

UMT References 

A ^ l ^ | 3 | 2 , 9 | 9 , 8 . 0 | | 4 , 4 | 2 , 4 | 5 , 8 , 0 | 

Zone Easting Northing 

c U J I I I I I I I I 1 

Quadrangle scale ^ -24000 

E 

G 

Zone Easting Northing 

D L J I I • I • • I I . I • I • • I 
J L I _L I J -L _L_LL 

J L J L HUJ I I I I I I I I • I . I • . I 
Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and jus t i f i ca t i on 

Located at the southeast corner of Main Street and High and consisting of Inlots 352, 
353, and 354. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state ^^/^ code county code 

state code county code 

11 • Form Prepared By 
name/title David L . Taylor , Executive Director 

organization Columbus Landmarks Foundation 

street & number 22 N. Front Street 

city or town Columbus 

date 5 / 2 6 / 8 2 

telephone 221-0227 

state Ohio 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is 

national state local 

As the designated State (Historic Preservation Officer for the National l-iistoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certjfy4hat it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation anrd Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature [ j ^ ' -

T title mA 
Pre r HCRS use only 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

Entered In ths 
MCeeper of the National Roister 

Nat iona l Hogls ter 

Attest: date 1 
Chief of Registration 

GPO 938 6 3 5 



HATIOHAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 

JnHed States Pap.rtiwwt < 
Xational Parte 6*rhc» 

lirtwrior 

EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E l 

Great Southern Hotel and Theatre 
Franklin County 
OHIO 

r*8ubmission 
nomination by person or local government 
owner objection 
appeal 

Substantive Review: sample request 

Working N4. / / A ^ ? ^ ^ * ^ 
Fed. Reg. nat^; Q.J.A^ 
Date Due; /J>;>^/^2^ 
Action: 

Eniferet In tfig RETURN. 
National ReglB+es R E J E C T . 

Federal Agency: 

ACCEPT yi-/?/^'^ 

'i, appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Criteria 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

aee continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

lias ttils propa^^ kav^ (•••feainart s^t^lble? . . IT *̂ 

7. Descr ip t ion 

good ruin» 
. ertginal tlM 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
a Iterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Ar«M mt Signmcanc»—CH»ck atMl Justify b»toiK 

•^•ctflc dMt»» • u i M w Arch l t»et 

S t « t * m * n t ef Slgiv i f icanc* (tn en« paf>«9r*ph) 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c l a r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checl<ed 
relat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f i cance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
o ther 

9. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeograph ica l Data 

Acraage of nominated property . 

Quadrar>g(e rwme 

UMT References 

Varbal boundary dascHpt ion and ius t i f l ca t ion 

11. Form Prepared By 

12s S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i ce r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
The evaluated significance of this property wtthtn the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer sigitature 

13 . O ther 

Maps 
Pho tographs 
Other 

Ques t ions concern ing th i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d sheet 





















































June 9,1982 

Dr. W. Ray Luce 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
I - 71 £ 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

Dear Dr. Luce: 

Please be advised that I am a pri n c i p a l i n the 
partnership which owns the Great Southern Hotel and 
Theatre i n Columbus, Ohio. I wish to formally consent 
to the nomination of t h i s structure to the National Register 
of Historic Places. I am aware of the provisions which 
come with l i s t i n g on the National Register including 
those provided by the Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981. 
In order to expedite the l i s t i n g , I hereby waive the 
comment period and ask that the Ohio Historic Site 
Preservation Advisory Board give the property f i n a l 
approval f o r nomination on June 11,1982. Thank you. » 

S i n c e r e l y , 

..i..i^i4>^diiWkiik- .. - . •••.•IL3^L 



-••ir'-^f7!fiii^<pWffSf'?^.<T..'''' 

The City of Columbus 
Mayor Tom Moody 

Department of Development 
140 Marconi Boulevard 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Director Ralph W. Smtthers 
614-222-7763 

Building Regulation 
222-7433 

Code Enforcement 

222-7260 

Community Development 
222-7336 

Economic Development 

222-8135 

Planning 

222-8172 

June 10, 1982 

Dr. W. Ray Luce 
Ohio Historic Preservation Office 
Ohio Historical Society > 
1-71 and 17th Avenue 

Columbus, Ohio 43211 • . -

Dear Dr. Luce: 
Because the City of Columbus recognizes the historical significance 
of the Southern Hotel and Theatre, i t is pleased to lend its 
support to the nomination of this building to the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

The City also recognizes that the rehabilitation of the Southern 
will have a major impact on efforts to revitalize the adjacent 
downtown area. Therefore, in order to facilitate the present 
owners' attempts to preserve both the hotel and theatre, the 
City would lil<e to request that at the June 11 meeting of the 
Ohio Historic Sites Preservation Advisory Board the preliminary 
hearing be waived in favor of a final hearing. 

We appreciate your cooperation in this matter. 

Sincerely, 
1; .• 

RALPH W. SMITHERS, DIRECTOR 
DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 

RWS/KB/sl • > 

1K. 

ysi 



T O M M O O D Y 
M A Y O R 

CITY OF COLUMBUS 
O H I O 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

June 28, 1982 

D r . W. Ray Luce : v 
Ohio Historic Preservation Office 
Ohio Historical Society ' 
1-71 and 17th Avenue • 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

Dear D r . Luce: , 
'y-- ' i ' A . • '•}-

Because the City of Columbus recognizes the historical significance 
of the Great Southern Hotel and Theatre, the City is pleased to lend its 
support to the nomination of this bui lding to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

The City also recognizes that the rehabilitation of the Great Southern 
w i l l have a major impact on efforts to revitalize the adjacent downtown area. 
Therefore, i n order to facilitate the present owners' attempts to preserve 
both the hotel and theatre, the City would l ike to request that, at the June 11 
meeting of the Ohio Historic Sites Preservation Advisory Board, the prel iminary 
hearing be waived i n favor of a f inal hearing. 

We appreciate your cooperation i n this matter. 

Sincerely, 

TOM MOODY, Mayor 

TM: pm 



Ohio Historical Center 1-71 & 17tli Avenue Columbus, Ohio 43211 (614) 466-1500 

October 26, 1982 

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief 
Department of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Carol: 

Enclosed are twelve new National Register nominations and two resubmissions. 
A l l the appropriate notification procedures have been followed for the new 
submissions. -:• 

New Submissions • ' ; 

The Salem China Company 
Eight Black History Resources in Cleveland 
Sanduslcy Street Historic District 
Schlee-Kemmler Building 

cA îrez-t Southern Hotel and Theatre / 
Theodore Krumberg Building ' '••'-
African Jackson Cemetery 
Commercial Building 
St. John's Lutheran Church 
St. Matthew's Protestant Episcopal Church 
St. Henry Roman Catholic Church 
Serquet, Emanuel and Frederick Farm 

Resubmissions "'• 

Capital University Historic District 
Valley Dale Ballroom 

County 

Columbiana 
Cuyahoga 
Delaware 
Franklin 
Franklin 
Hamilton 
Miami 
Montgomery 
Muskingum 
Muskingum 
Noble 
Stark 

County 

Franklin 
Franklin 

Please let me know i f you have any questions 

Since 

W. Ray Luce 
State Histoi^ic Preservation Officer 

WRL:BP:dd 

End. ^ 

X.c: Regional Coordinators (5) 
1.: •. <^ ^. 


