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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Building and the Madison Theater i s a complex of two 
joined structures which are located on the major east-west street i n downtown Mansfield. 
The buildings are closely bordered by commercial structures. Directly east i s the 
twelve story Farmer's Bank Building, while to the west are a series of smaller two story 
commercial buildings. At the rear i s a narrow alley and parking l o t . 

The Memorial Building i s the e a r l i e r of the two structures. I t i s a three story 
masonry building, faced with rock faced sandstone and topped with a large steeply 
pitched hip roof. I t i s RichardsoivLan Romanesque i n s t y l e . The building i s nearly 
square i n plan and has a s i x t y foot frontage along Park Avenue West. A massive tower on 
the southeast comer i s the dominant feature of the building. Beneath the tower i s 
the main entrance porch, reached by a broad f l i g h t of stone steps through a large 
round arched opening. The arched opening i s repeated along the front of the building 
by two similar sized openings f i l l e d with large plate glass windows. The second floor 
features a series of large rectangular windows of great height spaced closely 
together. The t h i r d or a t t i c story features a Palladian window i n the gable end at the 
Southwest, arched window openings on the comer tower and a shed dormer window i n the 
center. The exterior has been sandblasted and aluminum storm windows have been added. 
Otherwise the building's exterior has been well preserved. 

On the f i r s t f l o o r , the entrance leads into an octagonal foyer with a domed ce i l i n g . 
A series of doors leads into several spacious parlors on the f i r s t f l o o r which are 
used for small meetings and as reading rooms. To the north of the foyer i s a large 
open stairway with omate oak woodwork. The second f l o o r has very t a l l ceilings and 
houses the largest meeting room i n the building. This meeting room occupies well over 
half the fl o o r and has a shallow barrel vaulted c e i l i n g . The fl o o r also has a kitchen 
and storage areas. The top f l o o r , located under the massive hip roof, i s a single open 
space f i l l e d with display cabinets and memorabilia. Much of the display i s of a m i l i t a r y 
nature, but there are also extensive natural history and archeological collections. The 
museum i s presently closed to the public. The basement, which has been remodeled i n 
recent years, houses a township meeting room, organizational meeting rooms and storage. 

The Madison Theater i s a large a r t deco structure constructed with reinforced con­
crete. I t occupies the s i t e of an e a r l i e r opera house, which was constructed with 
the Memorial Building. Most of the Madison Theater l i e s concealed behind the 
Memorial Building. Only a low one story wing extends along the east end of the 
Memorial Building, sandwiched between i t and the bank building, to form a twenty foot 
frontage along Park Avenue West. The theater front forms a high parapet of buff 
colored brick and limestone and supports a large v e r t i c a l marquee i n addition to the 
t r a d i t i o n a l canopy-type theater marquee. These marquees, which have been well 
maintained and s t i l l have sequential l i g h t i n g , are a major exterior a t t r a c t i o n . The 
remainder of the theater's exterior i s simply finished with exposed concrete. 

Inside, a long theater lobby, recently redecorated i n the a r t deco s t y l e , extends 
to the theater i t s e l f , located behind the Memorial Building. The auditorium i s 
oriented with the stage at the rear with rear lobbies on the f i r s t and second fl o o r s . 
The f i r s t f l o o r lobby features a series of Egyptian-like arches with cloud-like 
fresco work on the walls and c e i l i n g . The second f l o o r lobby isagi^^nder space, however, 
with a t a l l spacious c e i l i n g and omate plasterwork. I t leads into large men's and 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Madison Theater and the Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Building constitute a major 

architectural landmark i n downtown Mansfield that also has a r i c h h i s t o r y as the setting 
for an impressive display of memorabilia,ameeting place for veterans groups, and as a 
major public assembly h a l l that has held l i v e shows and fi l m s . These two connected buildings 
were constructed with public funds and remain a valuable resource for the people of 
Mansfield and Richland County. 

The Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Building was conceived as a monument to C i v i l War 
veterans that would also function as a place for public gatherings and to house the newly 
formed public l i b r a r y and museum. The Memorial Building was to be pattemed af t e r Toledo's 
recently completed structure which was hailed as the f i r s t of i t s kind i n the country, not 
only a beautiful monument to the honored dead, but of material benefit to the c i t y . A 
special act of The Ohio Legislature and the approval of a $40,000 bond issue by the voters 
i n 1887 enabled th i s building to be constructed. Oscar Cobb, who had recently designed 
Wellington's omate town h a l l and opera house, was the architect f o r the building. 
Dedication ceremonies were held i n the opera house on October 2, 1889. The rear portion 
of the building was an opera h a l l which seated 1,100 people. The revenues derived from 
rental of the opera h a l l were s u f f i c i e n t to cover the expenses of the veterans' 
organizations, the public l i b r a r y , the museum and other functions housed i n the front 
section. I n fa c t , a sizeable surplus was b u i l t up. 

In 1908, the public l i b r a r y moved to new quarters i n a separate building on Mulberry 
Street. On the night of February 10, 1929, a disasterous f i r e swept the opea house, 
leveling i t and damaging other nearby buildings. Two people were k i l l e d by collapsing 
walls i n what was Mansfield's worst f i r e . Forttinately, a heavy f i r e w all prevented the 
front section of the building from suffering more than minor damage. Almost immediately, 
work began on rebuilding the opera house, John Eberhard, prominent New York theater 
architect, fumished the plans for the $172,000 a r t deco structure. I t was completed i n 
1931. Named the Madison a f t e r the township's name, t h i s theater proved to be a 
successful operation. 

The museum on the t h i r d f l o o r ^ long an a t t r a c t i o n , not only f o r i t s c o l l e c t i o n of 
ba t t l e flags and memorabilia from the C i v i l War, but for i t s extensive display of 
h i s t o r i c a l material on Richland County, was f i n a l l y closed i n 1955 by the state f i r e 
marshall. The co l l e c t i o n s t i l l exists but i s not open to the public. In recent years, 
both the theater and the memorial buil d i n g have experienced a decline i n t h e i r use. 
Active work on restoration of the theater i s we l l underway and plans are being 
discussed for future use of the memorial buil d i n g that w i l l give i t a public use. In 
the past, the buildings were the center for public entertainment and enrichment. 
Now, these h i s t o r i c buildings have potential for r e v i t a l i z i n g the downtown by serving 
as a focal point for c u l t u r a l and entertainment a c t i v i t i e s . 
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The Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Building is an excellent example of Richardsonian 
Romanesque architecture, the only major non-religious building in downtown Mansfield 
which is constructed in this style. Its rock face sandstone walls provide a color and 
texture which differentiate this building from its surrounding commercial structures, 
which are largely of brick with smooth planar surfaces. The profile of this building, 
with its ta l l corner tower, three part facade and large hip roof, towers above most 
of its neighbors and contrasts with their f l a t roofs. The memorial building has its 
principal floor above the street level and is reached by a broad flight of steps into 
an entrance portal beneath the corner tower. I t also has no display windows like its 
neighboring commercial buildings. Thus the Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Building 
achieves the status of a visual landmark because of its unique physical charactertistics 
which contrast with surrounding buildings. 

While the Madison Theater has the most limited frontage of any building in the 
downtown, i t is one of downtown Manfield's largest buildings and is its best example 
of Art Deco architecture. The front, which consists of a marquee with entrances below 
and a stepped parapet above, is finely crafted but not particularly monumental. Instead, 
the grandeur and lavish ornamentation is reserved for interior spaces such as the lob­
bies, restrooms and auditorium. This building is one of the last of the grand movie 
palaces to be built in Ohio and is an extremely rare example of contemporary Art Deco 
design, as opposed to more traditional architectural detailing found in most theaters 
of this era. I t remains one ofthe very few large theater buildings to be built in a 
medium size Ohio city. 

These two buildings are nominated together because they are physically connected, 
are under the same public ownership, and have a history of operation as a joint center 
for public meetings, displays and office space. Structurally, the two buildings are 
joined along two walls. For fire safety reasons, no interior connections exist. 
They share the same mechanical systems. The buildings were constructed with public 
funds and are operated jointly by a public board for various community and social 
functions. Historically, the Madison Theater replaces a large auditorium on the same 
site which was built as part of the memorial building complex, but was destroyed by 
fire in 1929. 
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