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1. Name 

rof Hcas 

SEP 2 2 J980 

yov 21 i98a 

historic MEMORIAL HALL 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 165 E. M a i n S t . not for publication 

city, town C i r c l e v i l l e vicinity of congressional district 

state code 129 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip s ta tus Present Use 

district X public X- occupied agriculture museum 
j£. building(s) private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both worl< in progress X educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military nthAr-

4. Owner of Property 

name 
Pickaway County Commissioners 

street & number 
Room 5 , Pickaway County Courthouse 

city, town 
C i r c l e v i l l e 

. vicinity of 
Ohio 

state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pickaway County Courthouse 

street & number S. Court St, 

city, town C i r c l e v i l l e state Ohio 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Ohio His to r ic Inventory has this property been determined elegible? yes no 

date 5/79 . federal ^ state county local 

depository for survey records Ohio Historic Preservation Office 

city, town Columbus state Ohio 



7. Descript ion 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered x original site 

X good ruins x altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Memorial Ha l l , an excellent example of Richardsonian Romanesque architecure, was 
completed i n 1891. I t i s constructed of brick on a raised rock faced ashlar stone 
foundation. The 3h story building has a hipped and gable composition roof. The 
building i s rectangular i n plan and measures 5 by 6 bays. 

The facade faces Main Street. The double entrance, with transoms, i s placed 
wi t h i n a recess framed by a stone arch supported by 8 short columns. "Memorial 
Ha l l " i s cut i n the stone voussoirs and the date 1890 i s cut i n the base beneath 
one set of columns. A round tower with conical roof composes the easternmost 
bay of the facade. I t features ribbon windows with stone l i n t e l s on the f i r s t and 
second levels and stone arches on the t h i r d . A balcony with paired columns i s 
located on the fourth l e v e l , A f i r s t and second f l o o r recessed porch i s 
situated between the, entrance and tower. The windows on the f i r s t two fl o o r s of 
the facade are paired with stone l i n t e l s and s i l l s . The t h i r d f l o o r features 
semi-circular windows with stone voussoirs. Round arched ribbon windows are 
located i n the gable. A chimney with corbelled brickwork i s situated d i r e c t l y 
behind the tower. 

Th^'^ckaway Street (east J side i s the other major elevation. I t also features , 
an entrance recessed w i t h i n a stone arch although i t i s less elaborate than the 
front entrance. Another entrance i s positioned at the base of a square tower 
topped by crenellated brickwork. "Armory" i s cut I n the stone voussoirs. The 
windows on t h i s elevation, are similar, to those on the facade and include paired 
rectangular windows with stone l i n t e l s , semi-circular with stone volissoirs and 
round arched ribbon windows. ' . - , 

The west and south elevations are much simpler as they are not v i s i b l e from the 
public r i g h t of way. The openings are small segmental arches on the f i r s t l e v e l 
and large round arches on the second. , 

Much of the o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r woodwork remains as does the pressed t i n c e i l i n g 
i n the former armory area. The building i s located on a corner l o t on the 
fringe of the central business d i s t r i c t . 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_x_ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

J i architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. Invention 

law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 

. politics/government 

science 
sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 
1891 

Builder/Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Memorial Hall i s an outstanding example of Richardsonian Romanesque architecture 
. i n C i r c l e v i l l e and Pickaway County. The exterior remains v i r t u a l l y unchanged 
since i t s completion i n 1891. The hallmarks of the Richardsonian Romanesque 
style such as the massive scale, masonry construction with contrasting stone 
t r i m , round arches, ribbon windows, paired columns and tower are exhibited i n ; 
th i s building. 

,̂  The Ohio General Assembly enacted l e g i s l a t i o n i n 1871 authorizing counties to 
raise funds to construct monuments to C i v i l War dead. I n Pickaway County, the 
focus of a c t i v i t y was the construction of a memorial h a l l . Major funding for 
construction of the building came from a county wide property tax levy passed 
by voters i n 1890 and from the City of C i r c l e v i l l e . City p a r t i c i p a t i o n was 
contingent upon the c i t y l i b r a r y and armory being located i n the new building. 

The f i r s t f l o o r of Memorial Hall has been the location of the public l i b r a r y f o r 
88 years. The second f l o o r c i v i c auditorium and t h i r d f l o o r balcony was for 
many years the largest public meeting space i n C i r c l e v i l l e . I t served as a 
location for a var i e t y of public and social gatherings including dances, 
p o l i t i c a l party meetings, c i v i c meetings, carnivals and amateur t h e a t r i c a l 
productions. I t currently serves as the auditorium for the Roundtown Players, 
a lo c a l theatre group. 

Memorial Hall has for the la s t 88 years e f f e c t i v e l y served as both a memorial 
to Pickaway Countians who served i n the C i v i l War and as a focus for community 
a c t i v i t y . 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
C i r c l e v i l l e "Democrat and Watchman", December 11, 1891 
Building Records, Pickaway County Auditor's Office 
Mrs. Pauline C l i f t o n 
Ms. Maxine Dowler 

10. Geographical Data ^ " iiTM MOT mm 
^ ^ ^ ^ 

. J • . J ^ Less t h a n one Acreage of nommat^ j J | | r j ^ r ^ ^_ 

Quadrangle name 

UMT References 

A 

Zone Easting 
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Quadrangle, 
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Northing 
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FLU I I ' I • • I 

_L ± 

J - J . 

J - J . 

Verbal boundary descr ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 

Part of Lot 276 measuring 100' by 173' at the southeast corner of Main and 
Pickaway Streets as recorded i n Pickaway County Courthouse KSriti 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Nancy Recchie/Preservation Of f i ce r and Judy Young/Pickaway County Library 

organization Columbus Landmarks Foundation date 6 /79 

street & number 22 N. F r o n t S t . • telephone (614) 221-6227 

city or town 
i n ­

state Ohio 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer ton the National Histoilc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion In theMation^ Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Meri t^ i \ Conserva|lor\ and/Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature Wb9 

title l\-C^<] ^ tffO date 

For HCRS use only 
th^t this piH^peny is included In the National Rege& ê 

/ 

///V/ 

date /I 2lj&0 

G P O 938 8 35 



Property 

S t a t e / y X / / z / . ^ ^ ^ Working Number 
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Photos. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 
OHIO 

NOV 2 ! f9S0 Date Entered 

Name Location 

Proinont (Gov. John M. Pattison House) Ml l f o r d 
Clermont County 

, Memorial Hall C i r c l e v i l l e 
Pickaway Ccxmty 

l>Iain Building Wilmington 
Clinton County 

'isgah Christian Church 

Berea Union DepCt 

Herrold^Thomas Jefferson, House and Store 

Wilmington 
Brovvu County 

Berea 

Cuyahoga County 

Athens 
Athens County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Howard M. Metzenbaum 

Honorable John H. Glenn, Jr. 
Honorable William H. Harsha 

Honorable Ronald M. Mottl 
Honorable Clarence E. M i l l e r 

Acting State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 
Kr. Delias H. Harder 
The Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Society 
Inter s t a t e 71 at 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

NR __Byers/bjr/12/2/80 

For fu r t h e r information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401, 


