
FHR-8-300 (11-78) 

Uni ted Sta tes Depar tment of the Inter ior 
Her i tage Conservat ion and Recreat ion Serv ice 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
See inst ruct ions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entr ies—complete appl icable sect ions 

1, Name 

historic HUNTER. JAMES, STONE HOUSE " 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number M e r r s r Road 

mmm 
For HCRS use only 

received NOV 2 8 1979 

date entered 

not for publication 

city, town Adamsville —^ v'ci"ity o> congressional district a rence M i l l a r 

state Ohio code 039 county Muskingum code 112. 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public occupied X- agriculture museum 
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational X private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Minnie Prouty 

street & number 9080 M e r c e r Road 

city, town Adamsville X vicinity of state OH 43802 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Musk ingum Coun ty C o u r t House 

street & number Fourth and Main Sts. 

city, town Zanesville state OH 43701 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Ohio Hi s to r i c Inventory has this property been determined elegible? yes . no 

date 1979 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Oh io H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v ^ t i nn n f f ^ 
ce­

city, town Columbus OH 4 ^ ? n 



7. Description 

Condition 
excellent 

X good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

x_ altered 

Check one 
X original site 

moved date 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The James Hunter House is a l^g-story structure b u i l t entirely of vermiculated sand­
stone quarried from a nearby site. I t is a rectangular structure, b u i l t somewhat into 
a side h i l l , with the facade facing up the h i l l toward the associated agricultural out­
buildings, and the rear overlooking broad bottom land. The facade is pierced by two win­
dows, 1/1 (altered i n the early 1950s from the original 6/6 configuration) on the f i r s t 
floor; 2 windows directly beneath, i n the basement, one of which retains the original sash; 
and 2 doors, opening into each of the original f i r s t story rooms. The principle entrance 
is the doorway to the right, a single trabeated door with a 4-leglit fixed transom. The 
date of the house (1835) and the builder's name ("A.B." Andrew Boal) are carved into the 
l i n t e l of this door. Each gable end has single-hung windows on either side of the chim­
neys which are set into each gable end. The rear of the house features a raised wood 
frame porch, supported by four battered 9 foot high stone p i l l a r s , 15' at the base and 
tapering to 9' at the top. This porch was once entirely open, and featured a balustrade; 
in recent years, i t was par t i a l l y enclosed, with only the right side l e f t open. 

The original interior of the house featured two rooms on each floor. The f i r s t floor 
has been somewhat altered with the addition of a bathroom and the above-mentioned enclosing 
of the back porch. The original enclosed winding stair leads from beside the fireplace up 
to the second story which contains two rooms. The most distinctive feature of the base­
ment is a huge cooking fireplace which, though intact, has been obscured by the placement 
of a furnace directly i n front of i t . 

Directly associated with the house is a series of outbuildings located up the h i l l 
from the house. The most notable of these is a bank bam 62'x40', set on a sandstone 
foundation. Into one of the foundation stones is scratched the i n i t i a l s "J.H." and the 
year 1827, indicating that the bam actually predates the house. At the rear of the bam, 
toward the house, is a large barnyard fenced i n sandstone which was also cut from the 
local quarry. Other outbuildings include cribs and sheds of undefined date and usage. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art J: 
commerce 

. communications 

community planning 
. conservation 
. economics 
. education 
. engineering 
. exploration/settlement 
. industry 
. invention 

landscape architecture _ 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
. theater 
. transportation 
. other (specify) 

Specific dates 1835 Builder/Architect Archibald Boal 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The James Hunter Stone House is nominated for i t s architectural significance as an 
example of the work of a local master mason, Archibald Boal (1799-1862). Boal was 
bom in Morgan County, south of Muskingum County and in 1830 moved to Norwich in 
Muskingum County, on the then-new National Road. He worked as a brick-layer and 
stonemason and traveled this area i n the late 1830's and early '40's executing and 
building stone houses. I t is one of the two stone houses in this quarter of Highland 
Township. The other, the Samuel Black House (c. 1836) is located less than one mile 
to the south. Boal also b u i l t and signed the Samuel Harper House (1841) in Guernsey 
County, c. 10 miles to the east. He lived the latter part of hise l i f e i n Monroe 
Township, in northeastem Muskingum County u n t i l his death at the age of 63. 
Taken within the context of local architecture, the Hunter house is unusual in i t s 
form as well as in i t s construction materials. Houses of this period are predominately 
of log or frame construction, rarely brick and hardly ever of stone. The township 
was poor and though there were ample outcroppings of native rock, the craftsmen 
were simply not available. In plan, most houses of this scale during the middle two 
quarters of the century would have been b u i l t on the 2/2 scheme of the I-house, a 
prevalent eastema American folk house type (both the Black § Harper Houses are I -
Houses). This house, however, is obviously adapted to i t s h i l l s i d e location, 
vrtiere the t a l l e r , more vertical I-house would have been visually, and perhaps structurally 
impractical, 
L i t t l e is know of Hunter himself. He was apparently a farmer and owned the entire 
northeast quarter of Section 5 of highland Township, 160 acres. The 1850 census 
l i s t s him with six family members, five of whom were employed in agricultural 
pursuits. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Sutis, J. Hope Past and Present of Muskingum County, Ohio (Chicago, 1905) P. 524. 

UTM KOT VERIFIED 
10. Geographical Data ACREA6E HOT Wm 
Acreage of nominated property ! ' 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 
Beginning at the in te rsec t ion of an unnamed provate land and an unnamed stream (said land 
running i n a southeasterly d i rec t ion from Mercer Road); then southeast C. 800' to a po in t ; 
then east c. 400' to a po in t ; then north c. 900' to the above named unnamed -cont . -

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Pavid L. Taylor. Regional His to r i c Prefifirvatinn O f f i cRr 

organization phio Universi ty-Zanesvil le date 

street & number 1425 Newark Road telephone ((,14-) 453,0752 

city or town Zanesville state Ohio 43701 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state _k^ loca l 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title OA,, 'hi:<hr,,:j s,,:ft^ date / / / / ^ / y ? 
For HCRS use only 

I hereb' »by^r t i fy that tbJs s proDBTty Is iaciiided in the National Register 

^ - ^Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: /^/^^4.a^ y / y ^ ^ / ^ f ^ L ^ 

date 

date Z - ^ . j p ^ 

jMBtM-HtigWTrgtlon 

GPO 938 6 35 
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Verbal boundary description and justification " . 

stream, then west and southwest along the stream to the place of beginning. This 
acreage is designed to incorporate and shelter the stone dwelling and the immediately 
adjacent agricultural structures,as well as the stone barnyard fence, a l l intimately 
related to the entire resource. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
OHIO 

STATE 

Date Entered 
JAN 31960 

Name Location 

Showboat Majestic 

Bookwalter, Francis, House 

Third Presbyterian Church 
(Northmlnster Presbyterian Church) 

St. John Catholic Church 

Miller, Daniel, House 

Greenlawn Cemetery Chapel 
.J, • " • 

Hartvllle Hotel 

Kumler, Ellas, House 

Cincinnati 
Hamilton County 

Springfield 
Clark County 

Springfield 
Clark County 

Delphos 
Allen County 

West Lafayette vicinity 
Coshocton County 

Portsmouth 
Scioto County 

Hartvllle 
Stark County 

Oxford 
Butler Coimty 

Also Notified 


