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1, Name 

historic Pfleger Family Houses 

and/or common 

2. Location 

P>r HCRS U8« 

teceived JAN 2 9 

date entered 

street & number 216 & 218 E r k e n b r e c k e r Avenu t not for publication 

city, town C xnc i n n a t i vicinity of congressional district 

state Oh io code 039 
county 

H a m i l t o n code 061 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip 

district public 
X buildlng(s) X private 

structure both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
object in process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

X private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name M r . C o r n e l i u s C a l h o u n l l e g i n a l d A . & LaRon D. W i l k i n s o n 

street & number 216 Erkenbrecker Ave. 218 Erkenbrecker Ave, 

city, town i n c i n n a t i , . vicinity of state Ohio 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Hamilton County Courthouse 

street & number l ialn & Court Streets 

city, town Cincinnat i , state Ohio 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Ohio His to r ic Inventory 

date 9/76 

has this property been determined elegible? yes X no 

federal state . county local 

depository for survey records Miami Purchase Association 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent . deteriorated X unaltered X original site 

gddd ^ ^ J ruins altered moved date 
. fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

216 Erkenbrecker: 

This building i s a 2% story prime example of Queen Anne/Victorian architecture. 
D i r e c t l y suggestive of the Queen Anne era i s the conical t u r r e t projecting from the 
structure's south-east corner. This ornamental t u r r e t comprises three f l o o r levels 
whose design incluse a spire, three carved stone motifs, dentiled cornices j u s t below 
spire and box gutters, and a protruding brick apparatus which extends v e r t i c a l l y on 
both sides. 

An abundance of Victorian a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i s further exhibited on t h i s 
structure's front facade. I n i t i a l l y v i s i b l e are the fl u t e d columns and pila s t e r s with 
Ionic capitals that support the porch roof. The f l a t porch roof i s surrounded by a 
dentiled entablature. I n t r i c a t e d e t a i l i n g of the main doorway include sidelights and 
fanl i g h t whose theme i s enhanced by the leaded-glass, s t i l t e d arch above f a n l i g h t , and 
wooden pila s t e r s on each side of the door. The raised porch i s graced with decorative 
cresting and ornate planters resting on pedestals. Just above the porch, on the se­
cond l e v e l , i s a casement window with a bracketed l i n t e l as a prop. Extending v e r t i ­
c a l l y on both sides of the window are stone pil a s t e r s with Ionic capitals and atop the 
window i s an arched and carved motif. 

The building's base i s rock-faced ashlar with cut stone water table. This 
foundation supports t h i s running bond brick structure. The windows are treated with 
an aray of framings such as pla i n lug s i l l s , continuous s i l l s , s t i l t e d arch (some with 
keystone), and p l a i n stone l i n t e l s . The windows are various shapes and sizes. 

Both the west and east facades display protruding bays. The projecting east bay 
accentuates the f i r s t f l o o r and contain ornate stained-glass. Adjacent to t h i s bay, 
on the east facade, i s a huge stained-glass window on which an elegant w a t e r f a l l scene 
i s exhibited. The west bay include continuous bands on a l l f l o o r levels and transom 
stained-glass windows on the f i r s t f l o o r . This bay i s capped with wall dormer. 

This building's slate and t i l e gabled roof has two wall dormers, one with stone 
carved madallion, and two pla i n hipped dormers. There i s a weathervane atop the front 
stone carved wall dormer. At the roof's crest are ornate f i n i a l s and li g h t n i n g rods. 
Five single stacked chimneys with cresting supports are also atop t h i s structure. 

218 Erkenbrecker: 

This 2h story high structure's a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g i s also Queen Anne/ 
Victorian and i s asymmetrical i n plan. Likewise common to t h i s epoch i s t h i s home's 
tu r r e t located on the building's south-east corner. The brick t u r r e t i s complete with 
transom stained-glass (please turn to continuation sheet) 
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windows on the f i r s t l e v e l , spire and urn at i t s summit. 

Among d e t a i l i n g that charm the front facade are Tuscan columns, 
a pla i n p i l a s t e r on the building's southwest corner, and a pair of fl u t e d 
p ilasters on each side of the main entrance. The l i n t e l e d trabeated 
doorway i s surrounded by transoms and s i d l i g h t s whose design consist of 
leaded and stained-glass. The masonry front porch i s enclosed with metal 
cresting, and, at periodic i n t e r v a l s , concrete planters on pedestals 
protrude. The f l a t roof i s skirted with p l a i n entablature. Avove the 
canopied porch i s a casement window with bracketed lug s i l l , stone fram­
ing on both sides and complimentary entablature cornice. Below the 
building's main r o o f l i n e i s a cut stone dentiled cornice. 

The foundation i s rock-faced ashlar with cut stone water table. 
This base supports the brick structure whose brick exterior wall t r e a t ­
ment i s stretcher bond. Continuous s i l l s and l i n t e l s mark windows and 
the f i r s t and second f l o o r s . Additionally, p l a i n lug s i l l s and segmented 
arches enhance the front main entrance and a multitude of windows of 
various styles and sizes. 

On the west and east facades are projecting bays atop which rest 
ornate wall dormers with stone carved panels. The west bay i s domi­
nated by an enormous stained-glass window with yet another stained-
glass window as a transom. The east bay exhibits stained-glass windows 
on the ground le v e l and the second f l o o r . 

The roof of t h i s structure i s further detailed and ornate. There 
are three wall dormers with stone carved designs and two pla i n hipped 
dormers. Also, on the slate roof are decorative urns, lig h t n i n g rods, 
and four large single stacked chimneys with similar motifs and supported 
with metal cresting. 

A small vestibule on the west facade and enclosures of f i r s t and 
second f l o o r rear porches are modifications which aren's o r i g i n a l to 
th i s house. Another v i s i b l e exterior addition i s aluminum awnings on 
dormers and t h i r d l e v e l windows of the t u r r e t . The exact dates of these 
alterations are unknown. 

On the i n t e r i o r of these two houses exist a multitude of materials 
which contribute to the buildings' beauty. Most doors have brass door 
f i x t u r e s ; a few door knobs are black porcelain. 

con't. 
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Many l i g h t f i x t u r e s and window f i x t u r e s exhibit brass ornamentation. 
There are also carved glass motifs on some l i g h t f i x t u r e s . Marbel 
i s present on powder room s t i p s , brass radiators, brass legged sinks 
and bathroom f l o o r s . Wood has been cut, carved and turned to create 
an aray of effects on f l o o r s , staircases, paneled wainscot walls, 
fireplaces, etc. A l l fireplaces are enhanced with similated marbel, 
probably Rookwood t i l e . Many windows are stained-glass and some 
contain actual curved molded glass. Rooms are large and a l l have 
cornices; some have chair and box moldings. 

These two buildings were b u i l t by the same family at the same 
time and have almost i d e n t i c a l architectural plans. Those buildings 
to the east and south are much l a t e r and have suffered alterations. 
The grounds of the Cincinnati Zoo are to the west. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic conservation 
agriculture economics 

X architecture *« t i _ education 
art engineering 
commerce exploration/settlement 
commuriipaitipnp « .. industry 

invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 

. politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specific dates 1897-1899 Builder/Architect Julius Pfleger 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Pfleger Family Houses are s i g n i f i c a n t as they embody the d i s t i n c t i v e characteristics 
of the l a t e Queen Anne architecture i n Cincinnati. Although the dominant style i s 
Victorian-Queen Anne, evidence of the emerging classical r e v i v a l i s apparent. Some of 
the individual components lack d i s t i n c t i o n , but taken together they represent a popular 
and distinguishable e n t i t y . The Pfleger Houses strongly portray a d e f i n i t e period i n 
the arc h i t e c t u r a l history of the United States. Though not unique i n terms of Cin­
cinnati's overall Queen Anne composition, the two houses are good examples of a popular 
style that was quite prevalant during the waning years of the Victorian era. The 
Pfleger Houses are s i g n i f i c a n t i n that, unlike many resi d e n t i a l buildings, they were 
b u i l t as a pair. Their imposing conical t u r r e t s and wall parapets complement one another, 
as do the classical porch treatments and general wall fenestration. The house at 216 
Erkenbrecker i s p a r t i c u l a r l y appealing by the manner i t was adapted to the corner l o t . 
Both buildings were b u i l t by the Pfleger family between 1897-1899. The elder Pflegers, 
Julius and Catharine, were German immigrants and occupied the house at 216 Erkenbrecker. 
Edward Pfleger, son of Julius and Catharine, occupied the residence at 218 Erkenbrecker 
with his family. J u l i u s Pfleger was a reasonably successful business-man, having been 
selected President of the Guiss, Pfleger and Company. Edward held the t i t l e of Vice-
President and, following his father's death i n 1905, President Guiss, Pfleger and Co. 
were wholesalers of shoes and related leather products. The Erkenbrecker Cluster pos­
sesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, setting, materials, and craftsmanship. I t s pro­
minent location on the immediate streetscape and visual juxta position to the Cincinnati 
Zoo make these two buildings a s i g n i f i c a n t part of Cincinnati's b u i l t environment. 



9. iVIajor Bibliographical References 
OHIO HISTORIC INVENTORY MANUAL 
Cincinnati Directories, Cincinnati Historical Society 
Last Will and Testament of Julius and Edward Pfleger 

10- Geographica l Data UfM HOT VER!FlFn 
.53 acre Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name C i n c i n n a t i West 

UMT References 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t ion and j us t i f i ca t i on 
Lots 86 through 89 of the Mt. Auburn and Avondale Syndicates' Subdivision. Beginning  
at the northeast corner of Dury and Erkenbrecker Avenues proceed nor th along the east  
side<of Dury Avenue 150' , thence east along r ^ r boundary l i n e 155', ithence south 150', 

List a j l s ta tes qnd coun t ies for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 
u n t i l reaching the north boundary of Erkenbrecher Avenue, thence west 155' along the north 

state code county code 
side of Erkenbrecher Avenue u n t i l the point o f beginning, 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Reginald A. Wilkinson 

organization date August 10, 1979 

street & number 218 Erkenbrecker Avenue telephone 513-961-4819 

city or town C inc inna t i , state Ohio 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth bythe Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

thbytne Heritage conservation ana Hec 

title ^•t^.o^Hbi fi^,^ Ohio Ui-y^i^^'^ 

1 For HCRffuse only 
I herel»yspertify that this pff>perty is included in the National Register 

'AL 
^^^j-vXeeper of the National Register 

Attest: / A j y y y j ; * ^ / / / i A ^ A y Z ^ 
J-cr^ Chief of Registration 

date —̂11 
G P O 938 8 3 5 
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CINCINNATI 

HOUSING S E R V I C E OF NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING SERVICES, INC. 

1217 ELM STREET CINCINNATI, OHIO 45210 (513) 721-8838 

November 26, 1979 

Mr. Chris Delaporte 
National Register of Historic Places 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Pension Building 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Delaporte: 

We would l i k e tx) lend our support to a request on the part of Mr. Reginald 
Wilkinson of 218 Erkenbrecher Avenue, Cincinnati, f o r the l i s t i n g of the 
Mi l l e r Hous at 216 Erkenbrecher and the Owens house at 218 Erkenbrecher. y 

I t i s our opinion t l i a t the l i s t i n g as a cluster of tJiese two properties would 
be consistent with the standards set fortJi by your agency and t i i a t such 
l i s t i n g would be of substance i n recognizing the h i s t o r i c fabric of the 
Avondale neighborhood. 

Carl B. Westmoreland 
Vice President/Executive Director 

CBW:jmd 
cc: Wilkinson 

David Simmons, Ohio Historic Preservation 

A Partnership: Community, Lenders, City 
ALL CONTRIBUTIONS-TAX DEDUCTIBLE 





0. to^er 7, 1979 

Reginald & LaRon Wilkinson 
213 Kirkenbrecher Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

Doar Mr. & Mrs. Wilkinson: 

I nm pleased to .infoTin you l l i a t your property, l i s t e d below, i s being considei-cd 
by the Oliio H i s t o r i c Site Pvcservation Advisory Hoard as q u a l i f i e d for nomination 
to tlie National Register of Hist o r i c Places of tlic Heritage Conservation and 

jrRecreation Service, United States Department of tlie I n t e r i o r . The program was 
created by Congress i n 1966 by the National H i s t o r i c Preservation Act (P.L.S9 665). 
A sheet explaining the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places has been enclosed. 

hTiile public or'private real property may be added to the National Register 
without the permission of the landowner, the Ohio H i s t o r i c Preservation Office 
encourages publi c p a r t i c i p a t i o n and we are most anxious to receive cormnents 
from gi-opcrt_y_oj^''2p}ls_reoarding l i s t i n g of t h e i r property. A 60 day period 
(cndin_g 11/28/79 ) i s providVd~for these comments. The nomination w i l l be 
brought up for f i n a l action at the f i r s t meeting' of the Ohio H i s t o r i c Site 
Preservation Advisory Board a f t e r t h i s 60 day period. I f the property i s approved 
for nomination to the National Register, w r i t t e n comments which wc have received 
concerning the significance of the property under the National Register c r i t e r i a 
w i l l be forwarded t o Washington with the nomination. Property owners are contacted 
by the s t a f f i n Washington before the property i s l i s t e d . L i s t i n g i n the Register 
i s a Dcpartiiieiit of the I n t e r i o r decision. 

Registration i n the National Register docs not diminish or a l t e r t i t l e to the land. 
However, i t does help protect l i s t e d property from demolition or harm from any 
federally funded or licensed program by providing f o r a fed e r a l - l e v e l hearing i n 
the event of such jeopardy. Owners of l i s t e d property are e l i g i b l e to ;ipply f o r 
50% matching grants-in-aid f o r h i s t o r i c preservation through the st.ite progf.im. 
Certain I-ederal tax cojiscquences may resul t f o r iacome-pj oducing (deprcc i .ible) 
properties pursuant to Section 2124 of the Tax Refonii Act of l'J76 Ĉ -̂'̂- 94 455). 
The provisions of th.is section of the Act are explained on the enclosed sheet 
e i i t i t l c d "Tax Incentives t o lincourage Tlic Preservation of H i s t o r i c Structures." 

Please note that a copy of t h i s l e t t e r i s being sent to the ajipropriatc public 
o f f i c i a l s i n your area f o r additional coiimients. 

Sincerely, 
Pfleger Family Houses 
216 & 218 Lrki-nbrccher Ave. 
Cincinnati 

David A. Siivimons 
H i s t o r i a n and 
Manager, N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r Program 

X. c: Mayor o f C i n c i n n a t i 
C i n c i n n a t i C i t y I'l.uinJMg Coiiimission 
OKI 
Fred M i t c h e l l , Regional P r c s o r v a l l o n l s t 

Liij C5 rp[r(f̂ ©©rpwaili:nco)iii ©filFO©© 



OHIO HISTORIC INVENTORY 
Avo.'idal e 

Ohio Histor ic Pretervat ion Otbcc 

Ohio His tor ica l Center 
C o l u m b u i , Ohio 43211 

1. No. 

Worn- i 
2. County 

Hami1 t o n 
3. Locat ion of Negat ives M i a m i 

Purchase A s s o c i a t i o n 
• W i i I I I i l I 11 I i n 11 11 •I ' l r i ~< 11 ' 
6. Speci f ic Loca l l on 

- i±€ E r k e n b r e c k e r 

<. P iesen I Name<s) 

M i l l e r House 
t Other Nanie<») 

7. Ci ty or T o w n II Rura l , T o w n s h i p i V i c i n i t y 

Ci i i c i nna t i 
B. s i t e Plan w i t h No r th Arrow 

• 

9. Coo rd ina tes 

LatV L o n g . 

U.T.M. Peference 

l l e l | 7 | l |5 |5 |9 |0 | I 4| i 3 \ s\ 3|3 |0 
Zone Easting Nor th ing 

10 Site • 
Bu i l d i ng K 

S t ruc tu re • 
Ob jec t • 

1 1 . On Nat iona l 
Regis ter? 

Yes • 
No K 

13. Pan of Estab. Yes • 
H is t . D is t .? N o K 

12. Is It Yes E 
E l ig ib le? No • 

^A. Dis t r ic t Yes K 
P o t e n f l ? No • 

16. Themat i c Category 

D 
2B No . of Stor ies 

17. Date<s) or Per iod 

C . 1 9 0 0 
18. S ty le or Des ign 

Ouc?en Anne 
19. A r ch i t ec t or Eng ineer 

29. Easement? Yes • 
No • 

30. F o u n d a t i o n Mater ia l 

r o c k f a c e d p l a i n a s l i 
31 Wa l l C o n s t r u c t i o n 

b r i ck 

20. Con t rac to r or Bui lder 

2 1 . O r ig ina l Use, If apparent 

r e s i d e n t i a l 
22. Present Use 

r e s i d e n t ! a l 

23. O w n e r s h i p Pub l i c • 

Private 

32. Roof Type i Mater ia l 
h i p -

33. No . ot Bays 
Front 3 Side 

24. Owne r ' s Name i A d d r e s s . 
If k n o w n 

E i - i - z a J 4 i - i 4 r e r 
37. C o n d i t i o n 

In ter ior 

Exter ior q n n r ^ 

25 O p e n to Yes • 
Pub l i c? No 

36 Preservat ion 
Underway? 

Yes • . 
No E 

26. Loca l Contac t Person or O r g a n i z a t i o n 

M i a m i P u r c h a s e A s s o c i a t i o n 

39. Endangered? 
By Wha t? 

Yes • 
No K 

27. O the r Surveys In W h i c h I n c l u d e d 

40. V i s ib le f r o m 
Pub l ic Road? 

Yes K 
No G • 

4 1 . D is tance f rom and 
F ron tage on Road 

1 5 ' 

34 Wa l l T rea tment 

S t r e t c h e r bond 
35. Plan Shape i r r e c j u l a r 
36. Changes 

(Exp la in 
in #42) 

A d d i t i o n iS' 
Al tered • 
Moved n 

15. Name of Es tab l i shed Distr ict 

42. Fur ther Desc r ip t i on of Important Features 

iabled dormer topped by weather vane protrudes above r o o f l i n f e 
' e n t i l e d cornice and porch canopy. Corbeling below c o r n i c e , 
'ower w i t h block brackets, d e c o r a t i v e stone panels and 
tai n e d glass transoms on west facade. I o n i c columns support 
)orch. 

43. H i s to ry and S ign i f i cance 

As a s t r o n g , s t a t e l y c o r n e r b u i l d i n g and one o f t h e b e t t e r examples o f Queen 
Anne r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e f o u n d among t h e many J r e p r e s e n t e d on Erkenbrecke r , 
t h i s s t r u c t u r e makes a m a j o r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e s t r e e t ' s s i g n i f i c a n c e 

(OVER) 
44. Desc r i p t i on of Env i ronment and O u t b u i l d i n g s 

Near C i n c i n n a t i Zoo and p a r t of r e l a t i v e l y homogeneous Erkenbrecker r e s i d e n t i a l 
area w i t h many strong examples of Queen Anne r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e p r o v i d i n g 
good d i s t r i c t p o t e n t i a l . 

45. Sources of I n f o r m a t i o n 

Hamilton County Court House; Personal ot'.'.ervation 
46. Prepared by 

V i r q i 1 Rogers 
47. O r g a n i z a t i o n M i a m i 

Purcha.^ iC- A s . s o c . 
49 R L J I I ' !'i.to<s) 
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Ohio His tor ica l Center 
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1. N o . 

2. Coun ty 

Jiami 1 t o n 
3. Loca t ion of Negat ives M i a m i 

P l i y r ^ V i ^ c r o 7 i c - c : o n " i 3 + - " i o n 
i w f ' i n i l I II II I i » I I I I i i i i v I I I I M I P 

Owens House 
5. Other Name(8) 

6. Spec l l i c Loca l l on 

218 E r k e n b r e c k e r . 

7. Ci ty or T o w n It Rural, T o w n s h i p i V i c i n i t y 

C i n c i n n a t i 
B. s i t e Plan w i th N o n h Arrow 

Ol 

a 

9. Coord ina tes 

Lat. Long . 

U.T.M. Reference 

1 lei l7 11 Isle l l l o l I 4| 3|3|5 I 3|3 I 0 
Zone Easling Nor th ing 

10. Site • 
Bu i l d ing K 

S t ruc tu re • 
Ob jec t • 

11 On Nat iona l Yes • 12. Is It Yes K 
Register? No K E l ig ib le? No • 

13. Part of Estab. Yes • 14 Dis t r ic t Yes 
H is t . Dist ? No a P o t e n f l ? No • 

16. Themat i c Category 

D 
17. Date\s) or Per iod 

c . 1 9 0 0 
I f l . S ty le or Des ign 

Queen Z^nne 
19. Arch i tec t or Engineer 

20. Con t rac to r or Bu i lder 

2 1 . Or ig ina l Use, If apparent 

r e s i d e n t i a l 
22. Present Use 

r e s i d e n t ! a l 
23. O w n e r s h i p Pub l i c • 

Pr ivate S 

24. Owner ' s Name i A d d r e s s , 
II k n o w n 

25. Open to 
Pub l i c? 

Yes • 
No E 

26. Local Contac t Person or O r g a n i z a t i o n 

Miami Purchase A . s s o c i a t i o n 
27. Other Surveys In W h i c h I n c l u d e d 

15. Name of Estab l ished Distr ict 

42. Further Description ol Important Features 
Porch - shed r o o f on f a c a d e e n t r a n c e . Roof s u p p o r t e d by p l a i n 
c o l u m n s . Round bay on Eas t c o r n e r and e a s t s i d e r e a r and 
wes t s i d e r e a r . Windows and 1 s t and 2nd f l o o r s c o n s i s t o f 
c o n t i n u o u s s i l l s and l i n t e l s . Tower w i t h f i n i a l . Shaped 
g a b l e dormer on f a c a d e . C r e s t i n g on r o o f . 

28. N o . of Stor ies 

29. B a s e m e n t ? Yes K 
No C 

30. F o u n d a t i o n Mater ia l 

r o c k f a c e d a s h l a r 
3 1 . W a l l C o n s t r u c t i o n 

b r i ck 
32. Roof Type & Mater ia l 

q a b l e - s l a t e 
33. N o . of Bays 

Front 3 Side 

34. W a l l T rea tment 

s t r e t c h e r bond 
35, Plan 

36. C h a n g e s 
(Exp la in 
in #42) 

^^"P^ectanoul ar 
A d d i t i o n • 

A l tered • 
Moved • 

37. C o n d i t i o n 
In ter io r 

Exter ior g o o d 

3B. Preserva t ion 
Unde rway? 

Yes • 
No E 

39. Endangered? Yes • 
By W h a t ? N o t e 

40. V i s i b l e f r o m 
Pub l i c Road? 

Yes 5; 
No • 

4 1 . D is tance f r o m and 
F ron tage on Road 

35 ' 

43. H is to ry and Sign i f icance 

A s t r o n g example o f Queen Anne r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e among o t h e r s i m i l a r 
b u i l d i n g s ; t h i s r e s i d e n c e c o n t r i b u t e s t o t h e s t r e e t ' s h o m o g e n e i t y and 
i n t e g r i t y . 

44. Oescflplion ol Environment and Outbuildings 

L o c a t e d i n a r e s i d e n t i a l a r ea w i t h many examples o f Queen Anne r e s i d e n t i a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . S t r o n g d i s t r i c t p o t e n t i a l . 

45. Sources of Information 

H a m i l t o n County C o u r t House; P e r s o n a l o b s e r v a t i o n 
46 Prepared by 

C h e r r v FahrenbrucV: 
47. O r g a n i z a t i o n M l a m i 

Purchase Assoc . 
48. Date 49. Rev is ion Date<s) 
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EISNAME 
H I S T O n i C ErkcnBrecher Avenue Cluster 

A N D / O R C O M M O N 

f;̂  LOCATION 
• S 7 ; ; . t f T 8 i N U M B E R 

216 & 2] 8 Erkenbrecher Avpniip NOT FOR P U B L I C A T I O N 

ciry.TOWN 

C i n c i r n q f i 
STATE 

Ohio 

5iTCLASSIFICATION 

.VICINITY OF 

CODE 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L DISTRICT 

COUNTY . . 

llaziiiltniiL. 
CODE 

CATEGORY 

. . . D I S T R I C T 

. ^ O U I L D I N G ( S ) 

S T R U C I U H E 

SITE 

_ n f ' . J E C T 

OVv'NERSHIP 

_ r u B L i c 

. ^ P R I V A T E 

1 _ B 0 T H 

P U B L I C A C Q U I S I T I O N 

IN PROCESS 

_ B E I N G C O N S I D E R E D 

S T A T U S 

X-OCCUPlED • 

• — U N O C C U P I E D ': ' 

— W O R K IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

3 f -YES: RESTRICTED 

_ Y E S : UNRESTRICTED 

• _ N 0 -

. . P R E S E N T U S E 

• A G R I C U L T U R E • • — M U S E U M 

C O M M E R C I A L PARK 

E D U C A T I O N A L X _ P R I V A T E RESIDENCE 

_ t N T E R T A I N M E N T — R E t l G l O U S 

G O V E R N M E N T SCIENTIFIC 

• — I N D U S T R I A L • • 1 H A N S P O H T A l ION 

M I L I T A R Y . • • OTHER: 

f^OWNER OF PROPERTY 
Mr. Cornelius Calhoun 
216 Erkenbrecher Ave. 

NAME 
Reginald A. & LaRon D. Wilkinson 
.218 Erkenbrecher Ave. 

STRl tT & NUMBER ' ' 

•CITY. TOV^N 

C i n c i n n a t i • ' • J_VICINITYOF -
• STATE 

Ohio 

I^LOCATION OF IJEGAL DESCRIPTION , 
COUHI HOUSE. 
RI GISTHY OF DEEDS.ETC. • H a m i l t o n County Courthouse • 

• • • - •.- • ' : 
STREET A NUMBER 

' / Main ft Cour t S t r e e t s . •• • • •• . 
CriY. TOWN 

• C l n c i - n n a t i . . . •. • 
STATE 

Ohio 

1^ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Olilo l l l f i t o r j c Tnvcntory 
DATE 

9/76 •• •—FEDERAL X - S T A 1 E _ _ C O U N T Y U A O C A L 

D E I O s n O H Y FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Miaini Purc l ia f iC_Associa t ion^ 
CITY. T O W N STATE 
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Cf.Tl / i iDFA^ED 

_n i ' iNS 

. X ^l.XPOSED • 

C r i b C K O N E 

_5!'J ( . tL ILRFD 

—ALT THE D 

. I I I t' C K O .'<• E 

XORlGlNAL b i lE 

_t.'.OvED DATE 

DliSCHIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL AiM̂ EARANCE 

216 ErkenbrrfCii.?r: 

This bui]<1i.ng I s a 2h story prijae example of Queen Anne/victor."!an 
architecture. D i r e c t l y suggestive of the Queen Anne era i s the t u r r e t 
projecting from the stTructure's south-cast corner. This ornamental 
t u r r e t comprises three .floor l i i v e l s vhofie design incluse a s p i r e , three 
carved stone m o l i f s , driT t l l o d cornices j u s t below spire and box gutters,', 
and a protruding b r i c k apparatus vhich extends v e r t i c a l l y on both sides. 

. -An abundance'of V i c t o r i a n a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i s f u r t h e r exhibited 
on t h i s structure's f r o n t facade. I n i t i a l l y v i s i b l e are the f l u t e d 
columns and pxTasters w i t h Io n i c c a p i t a l s t l i a t support the porch r o o f . 
The f l a t porch, roof i s surrounded by a de n t i l e d entablature^ I n t r i c a t e 

• d e t a i l i n g of the main doorway Include s i d e l i g h t s and f a n l i g l i t v;hose theme 
i s enhanced by the leaded-glass, s t i l t e d arch above f a n l i g h t , and wooden • 
p i l a s t e r s on each side of the door. The raised porch i s graced w i t h • 
decorative cresting and ornate planters r e s t i n g on pedestals.' Just above 
the porch, on the second l e v e l . I s a casement w'.ndow w i t h a bracketed 
l i n t e l as a prop. Extending v e r t i c a l l y on both sides o f the wlTidow are 
stone pilasters- w i t h I o n i c c a p i t a l s and atop the window I s an arched and 
carved n o t l f . • . . .• " • . - • 

The b t i i l d i n g ' s base i s rock-faced ashlar w i t h cut stone water t a b l e . 
Tills foundation supports t h i s running bond b r i c k s t r u c t u r e . The wlndov^s 
are treated w i t h an aray of framings such as p l a i n lug s i l l s , continuous 
s i l l s , s t i l t e d arch Csome w i t h keystone), and p l a i n stone l i n t e l s . The 
windows are'various shapes and sizes. '..•. •. '. "• . 

Both, the west and cast facades display protruding bays. iTie pro-
jectlTTg cast bay accentuates 1 he first floor and contain ornate stained-
glass. Adjacent to this bay, on the east facade, is a huge .stained-glass 
window on which an elegant waterfall scene Is exhibited. The west bay 
include continuous..bands oh all floor levels and.transom stained -glass 
windows on the fir.st floor. This bay Is capped with wall dormer. '. 

This building's s l a t e and t i l e gabled roof has two w a l l doroiers, 
one w i t h stone carved niadallion, and two p l a i n hipped dormers. Thei'e 
Is a weathervane at.op the f r o n t stone carved-wall donnnr. At the roof's 
crest are ornate f i n i a l s and l i g h t n i n g rods. Elve .single stacked 
chimneys with c r e s t i n g supports are also atop t h i s s t r u c t u r e . 

218 Erkenbrecher: 

This 2% story high structure's a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g I s . a l s o 
Queen Anne/vi.ctorian and I s afiyrn-.ietrlcal I n plan. hikevjise coiiuiion tO' 
t h i s epoch I s t h i s lioino's t u r r e t located on the b u i l d i n g ' s Eouth-ea.st' 
C'rner. The b r i c k t u r r e t I s complete w i t h transom stained-glass' 
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windows on the f i r s t l e v e l , spire and urn at I t s suinTiiit. 

Ainong d e t a i l i n g that charm the front- facade are Tuscan columns, /•'•!-<••''' 
a p l a i n p i l a s t e r on the building's southwest corner, and a pa i r of f l u t e d 
p i l a s t e r s oh each side of the main entrance. The l i n t e l e d trabeated 
doorway I s surrounded by transoms and s i d l i g h t s whose design consist of 
leaded and stained-glass. The masonry f r o n t porch i s enclosed w^Lth metal..' . 
cresting, and, at periodic i n t e r v a l s , concrete planters on pedestals 
protrude. The f l a t roof I s s k i r t e d w i t h p l a i n entabl;lture. Avove the 
canopied porch I s a casement window w i t h bracketed lug s i l l , stone fram­
ing on both sides and compllmentar-y entablatxire cornice. Below the 
building's main r o o f l i n e I s a cut stone den t i l e d cornice. 

The foundation i s rock-faced ashlar w i t h cut stone water t a b l e . 
This base supports the b r i c k sti-ucture.whose b r i c k e x t e r i o r v.^all t r e a t ­
ment i s stretcher bond. Continuous s i l l s and l i n t e l s mark windows and 
the f i r s t and second f l o o r s . A.dditlonally, p l a i n lug s i l l s and segmented 
arches enhance the fx'ont inaln eutraiTCe and a multitude of windows of 
various styles and sizes. 

On the west and east facades are p r o j e c t i n g bays atop which r e s t 
ornate w a l l dormers w i t h stone carved panels. The west bay i s domi­
nated by an enoxmous stained-glass window \'7lth yet another stained-
glass window as a transom. The t^ast bay ex h i b i t s stained-glass windows 
on the ground l e v e l and the second f l o o r . 

The roof of t h i s s t r u c t u r e .is f u r t h e r d e t a i l e d and ornate. There 
are three wall dormers w i t h stone carved designs and two p l a i n hipped 
dormers.. Also, on the s l a t e iroof are decorative urns, light. n i i i g T.ods; 
and four large s i n g l e stacked chimneys w i t h s.linil.ar i i i o t i f s and supported 
wi t h Tnotal c r e s t i n g . 

A small v e s t i b u l e on the west facade and enclostires of f i r s t and 
second f l o o r rear porches are modifications which aren's o i l g l n a l to 
t h i s house. AiTOther v i s i b l e e x t e r i o r a d d i t i o n i s aluminum awnings on 
dormers and t h i r d l e v e l windows of the t u r r e t . The exact dates of these 
a l t e r a t i o n s are unkno-wn. 

V.I tliC ' n t e f j o r of these two houses e x i s t a Tnultlttide of mat e r i a l s 
which contribute to the buildings'"beauty. Most.doors have brass door 
f i x t u r e s ; a few door knobs are black por c e l a i n . 

con t , 
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Many l i g h t f i x t u r e s and window f i x t u r e s e x h i b i t brass ornamentation. 
There are also carved glass Tnotlfs on some l i g h t f i x t u r e s , Marbel 
i s present on powder i-oom s t i p s , brass r a d i a t o r s , brass legged sinks 
and bathroom f l o o r s . Wood has been cut, carved and turned to create 
an aray of e f f e c t s on f l o o r s , staircases, paneled wainscot w a l l s , 
f i r e p l a c e s , etc. A l l f i r e p l a c e s are enhanced wi t h similated marbel, 
probably Rookwood t i l e . Many windows are stained glass and some 
contain actual cuTrved molded glass. Rooms are large and a l l bave 
cornices; isome have chair and liox moldings. 
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Coiimients - Archrieolog.T s t 

I n i t i a l s / d a t e 

Comments - H i s t o r i a n 

Two e x c e l l e n t p r o p e r t i e s . The name seems awlcward however, and I would suggest " P f l e g e r 
Family Houses" or something s i m i l a r . Tlie nomina t ion a l s o needs t o have a b e t t e r 
s tatement of a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

T)AS . , , A 9/13/79 I n i t i a l s / d a t e 
Coinmcnts - Arc h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

The pa i r of liouses i s d i s t i n c t i v e a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y mid i s e l i g i b l e f o r tlie Register 
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February 23, 19^0 
Reply to #661 

Ms, Carol D. Shull 
Acting Keeper of the N"ational Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r , Pension Bldg. 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Ms. Shull: 

I n response 'to your l e t t e r dated February 6, 19^0 r e l a t i v e 
t o the nomination of the "Pfleger Family Houses", t o the 
National Register of Histot'ici'Places, i o f f e r the follo w i n g . 

I submit t h i s reply on behalf of the owners of both homes 
i n question; Mr. Cornelius Calhoun of 2l6 Erkenbrecher and 
Reginald and LaRon Wilkinson of 2l3 Erkenbrecher. 

I t : i s , indeed, an honor t o know that the houses I have 
nominated t o the Register have reached the f i n a l stages of 
the nomination process. Let i t go on record that enthusiasm 
about the nomination i s as high now as i t was when the 
buildings were being researched f o r Register consideration. 

We f e e l that these two a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y detailed structures 
are extremely worthy of acceptance t o the National Register. 
These two Queen Anne-Victorian buildings stand alone i n 
elegance i n a v e i ^ s i g n i f i c a n t section of Cincinnati. As 
indicated i n pre"7ious communication (see enclosed) the 
location of these homes i s s t r a t e g i c a l l y based near some of 
Cincinnati's most heavily populated and patronized f a c i l i t i e s 
such as the Cincinnati Zoo, the University i f Cincinnati and 
the c i t y ' s major hospitals. Thus, the aesthetic q u a l i t i e s 
of these Victorian structures project an important v i s u a l 
q u a l i t y to thousands of passers by. 

Relative t o r i s i n g concerns i n the c i t y about demolition vs. 
conservation the services that the Register can provide are 
invaluable. The owners are preservationists who seek assistance 
and guidance i n the maintenance and res t o r a t i o n of two a r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l l y and h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t homes. Me f e e l accep­
tance to the N.R.H.P. would add the needed incentive and mo­
t i v a t i o n t o i n s t i l l pride i n ownership as well as community 
i n t e g r i t y . 

Pfleger Family Houses 
216 & 215 Erkenbrecher Ave, 
Cincinnati, OH 45229 

Sincerely. 

Reginald^A. VJilkinson 
218 Erkenbrecher Ave. 

2 e n d ; 
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Ohio Historic Site Preservation Advisory Board 

January 8, 1980 

Reginald & LaRon Wilkinson 
218 Erkenbrecher Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Wilkinson: 

I am pleased to inform you that your property, l i s t e d below, has been 
given approval by the Ohio Hist o r i c Site Preservation Advisory Board 
as q u a l i f i e d f o r inclusion i n the National Register of Historic Places 
of the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, United States 
Department of the I n t e r i o r . The nomination forms and vv'ritten comments 
which we have received concerning the significance of the property 
under the National Register c r i t e r i a are now being sent to Washington, D. C. 
fo r federal evaluation. You w i l l be n o t i f i e d when a f i n a l decision has been 
made i n Washington regarding placement of your property on the National 
Register. 

We wish to remind you that you have already received information regarding 
the benefits of l i s t i n g as outlined i n the National Historic Preservation 
Act (P.L. 89-665) as well as the effects which may resul t f o r depreciable 
properties which are l i s t e d pursuant to Section 2124 of the Tax Reform 
Act of 1976 (P.L. 94-455). 

Pfleger Family Houses 
216 & 218 Erkenbrecher Ave, Sincerely, 

<d3 CjL'SiA ^ kr^rn^ivO 
1 

David A. Simmons 
Historian and 
Manager, National Register Program 

X. c: Mayor of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati City Planning Commission 
OKI 
Fred M i t c h e l l , RPO 

(DDQQ® []i]Q©G®[?Q@ [p[p©©©[PW®l]Q®m ©IKFQcs© 
Ohio Historical Center 1-71 & 17th Avenne Columbus, Ohio 43211 (614) 466-1500 



CINCINNATI 

HOUSING S E R V I C E OF NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING SERVICES, INC. 

1217 ELM STREET CINCINNATI, OHIO 45210 (513) 721-8838 

November 26, 1979 

Mr. Chris Delaporte 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Pension Building 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Delaporte: 

We would l i k e to lend our support to a request on the part of Mr. Reginald 
Wilkinson of 218 Erkenbrecher Avenue, Cincinnati, f o r the l i s t i n g of the 
M i l l e r Hous a t 216 Erkenbrecher and the Owens house at 218 Erkenbrecher. 

I t i s our opinion that the l i s t i n g as a cluster of these two properties would 
be consistent with the standards set f o r t h by your agency and that such 
l i s t i n g would be of substance i n recognizing the h i s t o r i c fabric of the 
Avondale neighborhood. 

/ 
Very--truly yours, 

Carl B. Westmoreland 
Vice President/Executive Director 

CDV:: jmd 
cc: Wilkinson 

David Simmons, Ohio H i s t o r i c Preservation 

A Partnership: Community, Lenders, City 
A l . CONTRlBUTK ^. . TAX DEDUCTIBIE 
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Hovenber 5, 1979 

p • • 
]J) David Brook 

Ohio Historic Preservation Officer 
Ohio Historical Center 

_ 1-71 and 17th Avenue 
TU Columbus. Ohio 43211 
^ Dear Mr. Brook: 

The Cincinnati City Planning Conmission has reviewed the nomination 
of 218 Erkenbrecker to the National Register of Historic Places 
and at the Commission's meeting on November 2, 1979 voted to support 
the nomination. 

Sincerely, 

A^9TI -^^^^^^5^-^^^ 
'̂ Steven L. Schuckman 
City Planner II ^ 

Copy: » » 
Reginald Wilkinson \ [ 
LaRon Wilkinson ' 

SLS:bag 

\A 



October ?A}, 1979 

David A. Simmons 
Historian and Mana'-.Gr 
Nat i oii.tl Register Program 
Ohio H i s t o r i c Perr.ervation Office 
Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Center 
1-71 ĉ. 17th Avenue 
Columbus, OH Ẑ 3211 

Dear I l r . Simmons: 

Per your l e t t e r to myself and I'r. Calhoun dated 
October 2, l'^79, i n reference to the nomination of the 
"Pfleger Family Houses" to the National Register of 
Historic Places, and speaking f o r both ovmers, the f o l -
lov/ing i s submitted. 

Consideration to l i s t said properties on the MRHP 
i s , indeed, an honor r e l a t i v e to a number of rationales. 
Primarily, perhaps, acceptance to the Register would 
enhance municipal and community integrity'-, depicting the 
i n t r i c a t e and s o l i d architecture prevalent i n the 
Cincinnati area. The degree of craftsmanship embel­
lished i n these two Queen Anne-Victorian structures i s 
h i s t o r i c a l l y emblematic of t h i s nation's h i g h l y - s k i l l e d 
handicraftsmen; an educational t r e a t i n i t s e l f . 

Next, as an ov-ner, having a home 'isted on the 
NRHP i n s t i l l s an almost indescribable pride i n ovmer-
ship. I n adcJition, there's a f e e l i n g of contributing 
t o community development and r e v i t a l i z a t i o n . 

Moreover consequential, i s the strategic location 
of these unique Victorian buildings. Situated i n the 
heart of the c i t y they are i n near proximity to many 
of Cincinnati's heavily patronized e n t i t i e s such as the 
University of Cincinnati, major hospitals, and the 
Zoological Gardens. Acceptance by the NRHP would surely 
provide an additional educational, as v.'ell as, aesthetic 
dimension to the Avondale and surrounding communities. 

Lot i t bo knovjn that the owners of these tv.'o 
homes are pro acceptance to the NRHP. Demonstrated by , * 
the fact that the ov.ners are sincerely dedicated to 
perpetuating the recognition of these axceptional 
structures, being l i s t e d on the Register would provide 
the maximum acknowledgement, 

Pfleger Family Houses 
216 & 213 TCrkenbrecher Ave. ̂ . , AD i )' /} n 
Cincinnati, OH 45229 -mcerely, <^ ( } { J J U i l j J t ^ ^ 

Rerrina'd A. '.ilkinson 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATEOIIIO 

Date Entered 

Name Location 

Walker, William, Jr., House 

Carnegie Public Library 

Knowlton Covered Bridge 

Hotel Harding 

'Pfleger Family Houses 

Upper Sandusky 
Wyandot County 

East Liverpool 
Columbiana County 

Rinards Mills vicinity 
Monroe County 

Marlon 
Marlon County 

Cincinnati 
Hamilton Cotmty 

Norwood Municipal Building 

Domhoff Buildings 

Norwood 
Hamilton County 

Cincinnati 
Hamilton County 

Also Notified 

For fu r t h e r infonnation, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401, 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE OHIO 

Date Entered MAR I I :K..S 

Ncune Location 

Hardesty, Ralph, Stone House 

St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

Caldwell, Samuel, House 

Gorsuch, Ernest J., House 

Athens State Hospital 

Monroe Bank 

Robinson-Ransbottom Pottery Thematic Resources 

Norwich 
Muskingxnn County 

Zanesville 
Muskingum County 

Caldwell 
Noble County 

Zanesville 
Muskingim County 

Athens 
Athens County 

Woodsfield 
Monroe County 

Rosevllle and Ironspot 
Muskingum County 

o 
00 

Also Notified 

Honorable Howard M. Metzenbaum 

Honorable John H. Glenn, Jr, 
Honorable Tennyson Guyer 
Honorable Douglas Applegate 
Honorable Clarence J. Brown 
Honorable Willis D. Gradison, Jr. 
Honorable Thomas A. Luken 
Honorable Clarence E. Miller 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. David Brook 
The Ohio Historical Society . 
Interstate 71 at 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

For further infonnation, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


