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The proposed Ninth Street Hi s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s comprised of approximately f i f t y buildings 
that extend along a three block area i n the northwest corner of the Cincinnati Central 
Business D i s t r i c t . This elongate d i s t r i c t encompasses a diverse c o l l e c t i o n of middle 
nineteenth to early twentieth century mixed commercial, r e s i d e n t i a l , and i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
use buildings. V i r t u a l l y a l l of the buildings are of masonry construction, range i n 
height from two to eight stories, and with few execptions were erected during the 
l a t t e r half of the nineteenth century. H i s t o r i c a l l y the deep, narrow l o t lines of the 
o r i g i n a l subdivisions often l i m i t e d the width of the buildings to between two and four 
bays, w i t h the vast majority being three bays i n width. The oldest buildings are con­
s i s t e n t l y three and four stories high, share common walls, and are accompanied by brick 
carriage houses. The selection of building materials, textures, and fenestration are 
important determinants i n the cohesive setting of th i s d i s t r i c t . A handsome blend of 
smooth stone fronts, mixed w a l l treatments, and classical d e t a i l i n g not only r e f l e c t s 
many d i s t i n c t a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles, but also a marked degree of craftsmanship. 

Anchoring the p i v o t a l street corners are the largest buildings, which not only frame 
the streetscapes, but accomodate some of the d i s t r i c t ' s primary commercial a c t i v i t i e s . 
Retail a c t i v i t i e s i n the d i s t r i c t , both h i s t o r i c a l l y and at present, are generally 
confined to these street corners, whereas single family, rooming house, and l i g h t 
o f f i c e space u t i l i z e the middle portions of the block. Incompatible alterations to 
the commercial storefronts and townhouses have been minimal, and although the con­
tiguous character of the d i s t r i c t has been diminished by spot demolitions, i t s t i l l 
retains a strong and r e l a t i v e l y unbroken thread of arch i t e c t u r a l f a b r i c . The proposed 
Ninth Street Historic D i s t r i c t i s a harmonious, compact building mass that i s rapidly 
disappearing from the Cincinnati Central Business D i s t r i c t . 

Individual buildings contained w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t are more f u l l y described on the 
Ohio Hi s t o r i c Inventory forms. The p i v o t a l buildings are as follows: 

1) 8 West Ninth Street (Building #1) " - ' 

The Abraham Friedlander Building, i n d i v i d u a l l y l i s t e d i n the National Register, 
i s an example of mid-nineteenth century townhouse architecture. B u i l t c. 1840, 
th i s three story brick building of Greek Revival design exhibits a smooth sand­
stone f r o n t facade and raised entrance. 

2) Southeast Corner of Ninth and Race Streets (Building #9) 

Constructed i n 1893, the Phoenix Club i s l i s t e d i n the National Register as 
part of the Thematic Resources of Samuel Hannaford. This four story clubhouse 
of tawny brick and stone construction i s among the c i t y ' s f i r s t examples of the 
Second Renaissance Revival s t y l e . 

3) 100-104 West Ninth Street CBuilding #25) 

The Brittany Apartment Building i s a six story br i c k Queen Anne structure b u i l t 
i n 1881. Listed i n the National Register as part of the Thematic Resources of 
Samuel Hannaford, the Brittany i s a prominent focal point at the northwest corner 
of Ninth and Race Streets. B u i l t by Thomas Emery's Sons. 
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PROPERTY AND OWNER 

8 West NLnth Street 
John Meckstroth. Trustee 
2414 Kroger Building 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

10 West Ninth Street 
Saul Kirschner 
10 West Ninth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 ^ 

18 West Ninth Street ; J ' 
Sol Provisor, "TR" ' 
c/o Faye Provisor v 
6890 Farm Acres Drive 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45237 

20 West Ninth Street v 
Paul W. Martin . 
2901 Maisel Drive 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 

22 West Ninth Street 
Queen City Properties 
22 West Ninth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 , 

24 West Ninth Street 
Schaefer & Busby, Inc. 
24 West Ninth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

25 West Ninth Street 
Pastor . . i# 
Ninth Street Baptist Church 
25 West Ninth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 ? 

Cincinnati Club Annex 
Central Trust Company 

BOOK, PAGE, AND PARCEL NUMBER 

76-2-176 
Listed i n National Register 
Abraham Friedlander House 
May 7, 1979 

76-2-175 v 

76-2-171 thru 174 

76-2-170 

,76-2-169 

76-1-168 

79-3-5 thru 12 

77-3-1 thru 4 
Listed i n the National Register 
Thematic Resources of Samuel Hannaford 
March 12, 1980 

807 Race Street 
Wm. and Anne Bratburd 
807 Race Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

77-1-101 

/Is 
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PROPERTY AND OWNER 

811 Race Street 
Ann W. Bratburd 
807 Race Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

815 Race Street , 
J. E. A. P., Inc. 
8425 Gwilada Drive 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236 

R. Charles Ginn, "TR" 
; Saxony Building 

115 West Ninth Street 
W.A. Bratburd Company 
807 Race Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

117 West Ninth Street 
Anna L i l l i a n Hunter 
c/o Rowland E. Dietz, "TR" 
225 East Sixth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

119 West Ninth Street 
Bernie Slegel 
c/o Rowland E. Dietz 
225 East Sixth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

121 West Ninth Street 
Rowland E. Dietz 
225 East Sixth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

123 West Ninth Street 
Thomas and Mary Renter 
4439 Glenway Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45205 

BOOK. PAGE, AND PARCEL NUMBER 

77-1-100 

77-1-99 

77-1-98 
Listed i n National Register 
Thematic Resources of Samuel Hannaford 
March 12, 1980 

77-1-97 .̂ - ' 

77-1-96 

77-1-151 

77-1-95 

77-1-94 



FHR-8-300 (11-78) 

United S t a t e s Depar tment of the Interior 
Her i tage C o n s e r v a t i o n and R e c r e a t i o n S e r v i c e 

National Register of Historic P laces 
inventory—Nomination Form 

Ninth Street H is to r ic D i s t r i c t , C inc innat i , Hamilton County, Ohio 
Continuation sheet 3 Item number 4 

Eor HCRS use! 

eceived OCT 1 4 1980 

Bte entered 

Page 

0 

PROPERTY AND OWNER 

125 West Ninth Street ^ : , 
Anne L. Hunter 
125 West Ninth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

127 West Ninth Street 
Terry P. Robinson et als 
133 West Ninth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

Vacant l o t 
Brand Service Center, Inc. 
2848 Belvedere 
Waukegan, I l l i n o i s 60085 

133 West Ninth Street . 
Terry P. Robinson 
133 West Ninth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

135 West Ninth Street 
Hugh A. and Dorothy E. Jamieson 
2229 Bedford T r a i l 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45208 

824 Elm Street 
Hugh A. and Dorothy E. Jamieson 
2229 Bedford T r a i l 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45208 

816-818 Elm Street 
Hugh A. and Dorothy E. Jamieson 
2229 Bedford T r a i l 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45208 

204 West Eighth Street 
Gordon R. Mandell 
1812 Carew Tower 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

807-813 Elm Street 
Gordon R. Mandell 
1812 Carew Tower ' 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

BOOK, PAGE, AND PARCEL NUMBER 

77-1-93 

77-1-92 

77-1-91 

77-1-87 

77-1-86 

77-1-84 

77-1-85 

77-1-59 and 60 

77-1-61 and 62 
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PROPERTY AND OWNER , ' . 

815 Elm Street 
Gail and Alfred Berger 
2567 Queen City Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45238 

210 West Eighth Street 
Canmitz Corporation 
c/o American Savings & Loan Co. 
3443 Edwards Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45208 

212 West Eighth Street 
Vilma R. Lowery 
212 West Eighth Street • 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

211 West Ninth Street 
Clarence and Clara M i l l i e s 
c/o Milton Bloom 
1004 American Building 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

213 West Ninth Street 
Ed Ragio 
213 West Ninth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

215 West Ninth Street 
William Carroll 
215 West Ninth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

217 West Ninth Street 
Advance Studios, Inc. 
217 West Ninth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

219 West Ninth Street 
L e t t i e Freeman 
219 West Ninth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

BOOK, PAGE. AND PARCEL NUMBER 

77-1-58 

77-1-54 

77-1-53 

77-1-45 

77-1-44 
Reuben Springer Building 
Preliminary Approval 
A p r i l 25, 1980 

77-1-43 
Reuben Springer Building 
Preliminary Approval 
A p r i l 25, 1980 

77-1-41 and 42 

'yi 

77-1-39 and 40 

I. 
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221 West Ninth Street 
Colman Hanish 
221 West Ninth Street . ' 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

223 West Ninth Street 
Robert Sachs 
223 West Ninth Street ' " 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

225 West Ninth Street 
L i l l i a n Duncan 
225 West Ninth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

227 West Ninth Street 
George Sackleh and Jo Ann Stoeckinger 
c/o Home State Savings Association 
6th and Main Streets 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

229 West Ninth Street 
T i l l i e Richter -A 
6324 Montgomery Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45213 -i , 

816 Elm Street . 
Scarlato Limited , 
c/o M.C.R. Management 
Home Federal Savings Association 
128 East Fourth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

810 Plum Street 
M.C.R. Management 
Home Federal Savings Association 
128 East Fourth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

Brittany Building 
100-104 West Nin th Street • -
Selma R. Marcus 
c/o Mose Marcus 

BOOK, PAGE, AND PARCEL NUMBER 

77-1-38 

77-1-37 

77-1-36 

77-1-29 

77-1-28 

77-1-26 and 27 

77-1-30 and 31 

76-1-356 and 357 
Listed i n National Register 
Thematic Resources of Samuel Hannaford 
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PROPERTY AND OWNER 

901 Race Street 
P h i l i p Cianciolo, "TR" 
c/o Angelina Cianciolo 
4113 31st Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45209 

909 Race Street 
Thomas S.U. Li and Shein Mei Li 
4051 Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio f^2Z6 

911 Race Street 
Herbert Harshbarger 
c/o Samuel Wells 
911 Race Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

118 West Ninth Street 
Reverend James B. Rector 
United Christian Fellowship Temple 
P.O. Box 103 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

124 West Ninth Street 
Vilma R. Lowery 
212 West Eighth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

140 West Ninth Street 
Vladimir, I r w i n & Company-
Multimedia of Ohio, Inc, 
140 West Ninth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

Parking l o t 
Multimedia of Ohio, Inc. 
140 West Ninth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

209 West Ninth 
819-821 Elm Street 
George J. Pascal 
6660 West Farm Acres Drive 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45237 

BOOK, PAGE, AND PARCEL NUMBER 

76-1-355 

76-1-354 

76-1-353 

76-1-351 and 352 

76-1-350 

76-1-338 thru 344 

76-1-345 thru 349 

77-1-55 thru 57 



FHR-8-300 (11-78) 

United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Ninth Street Historic District, Cincinnati, Hamilton County, Ohio 
Continuation sheet i Item number 7 Page 2 

4) 105-111 West Ninth Street (Building #13) 

The Saxony Apartment Building, also erected i n 1881, i s an unaltered f i v e story 
bri c k Queen Anne occupying the southwest corner of Ninth and Race Streets. B u i l t 
by Thomas Emery's Sons, and included i n the Thematic Resources of Samuel Hannaford. 
The Brittany, Saxony, and Phoenix Club buildings are an exceptional t r i a d of l a t e 
nineteenth century architecture. 

5) 118 West Ninth Street (Building #29) 

T r i n i t y Methodist Episcopal Church, presently known as the United Christian 
Fellowship Temple, i s a longitudinal plan brick church b u i l t i n 1859. I t s * 
S3nnmetrical fenestration and three bay, smooth sandstone facade are enhanced 
by a Gothic tjmipanum, lancet bays, and stained glass windows. One of the few 
remaining works of Walter and Wilson, prominent architects i n Cincinnati during 
the 1850's. Original steeple has been removed. 

6) 124 West Ninth Street (Building #30) 

B u i l t i n 1850, the Thomas Morrow Residence i s an unaltered embodiment of a three 
story Greek Revival townhouse. The important features on t h i s building are the 
vermiculated Dayton limestone facing and severe Grecian influences: rusticated 
foundation, stone shelf l i n t e l s , d e n t i l s , and classic entrance. Thomas Morrow 
was a notable educator i n Ohio during the second quarter of the nineteenth century. 

7) 121 West Ninth Street (Building #17) 

This b r i c k building i s three stories i n height with a gable roof and asymmetrical 
three bay f r o n t facade. Constructed c. 1844, i t retains some important Greek Revival 
influences, p a r t i c u l a r l y the raised stone entrance with Doric pi l a s t e r s and three 
part entablature. The entrance cornice exhibits a w e l l defined egg and dart design 
surmounted by classical s c r o l l s that flank a rectangular panel. 

8) 127 West Ninth Street (Building #20) 

The Thomas Emery residence i s a two and one-half story three bay brick townhouse 
constructed c. 1840. I t s west elevation i s characterized by a bridge chimney and 
low scale b r i c k wing to the rear. A deep wooden f r i e z e pierced by narrow a t t i c 
windows marks the f r o n t facade. From 1851-1856 Thomas Emery and his son Thomas Jr. 
leased t h i s building as t h e i r private residence. The Emery's amassed one of the 
c i t y ' s great family fortunes, and t h e i r careers were of profound significance to 
the development of the b u i l t environment i n Cincinnati. 

9) 140 West Ninth Street (Building #31) 

Elks Lodge #5, subsequently re-named Crosley Square, i s a l a t e example of the 
Second Renaissance Revival s t y l e . Designed by the l o c a l architect Harry Hake 
and b u i l t i n 1923, i t s sheer mass, classic engaged portico, and raised entrance 
dominate the immediate streetscape. H i s t o r i c a l l y the building's primary importance 
i s derived from i t s association with the Crosley Corporation, which used the lodge 
as i s main broadcasting studio and o f f i c e s . 
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10) 204 West Eighth Street (Building #47) ^ 

The Waldo Building, o r i g i n a l l y known as the Norfolk Apartment Flats, i s an abund­
antly detailed eight story b r i c k and stone ediface b u i l t i n 1893 by Thomas Emery's 
Sons. Designed by the Cincinnati ar c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m of J.B. and J.G. Steinkamp, 
the Norfolk i s a very sophisticated example of l a t e nineteenth century eclectic 
architecture. The rock faced, Romanesque s t y l e ashlar base, steep Mansard roof, 
and eclectic w a l l treatments embody many of the styles popular during the l a s t 
quarter of the nineteenth century. 

11) 819-821 Elm Street (Building #32) 

Located at the southwest corner of Ninth and Elm Streets, the M o r e l l l (c.1857-1861) 
i s a three story brick commercial/residential building of I t a l i a n a t e design. I t 
exhibits a r e l a t i v e l y unaltered stone storefront and unusual semicircular f r i e z e 
windows. 

12) 213-215 West Ninth Street (Building #35) 

The Springer Building i s an unaltered three story b r i c k townhouse dressed with an 
elaborately carved sandstone facade. Vermiculated sandstone blocks and i n t r i c a t e 
incisings make t h i s one of the handsomest bnildings i n the d i s t r i c t . Although t h i s 
building appears to have been b u i l t by Reuben Springer circa 1877, i t cannot be 
documented. During the l a s t quarter of the nineteenth century the building housed 
the offices of Dr. Phineas S. Conner, a prominent physician and educator. 

13) 816 Plum Street (Building #43) " 

The Deters i s a three story brick building that occupies a strategic corner at 
7 " . the intersection of Ninth and Plum Streets. B u i l t c. 1873, i t represents the 

I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e so widely followed during t h i s period. Both the Ninth and Plum 
Street elevations exhibit the t r a d i t i o n a l I t a l i a n a t e fenestration and d e t a i l i n g . 
The o r i g i n a l sandstone storefront i s covered with a modern false f r o n t . 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n : The boundaries fo r t h i s d i s t r i c t were selected i n consultation with 
the National Register Manager of the Ohio Hist o r i c Preservation Office. On the west side of 
Vine Street the buildings located immediately north and south of Ninth Street are either i n 
the process of or are slated for demolition. Those streetscapes to the north and south of 
the proposed d i s t r i c t between Vine and Elm Streets are considerably broken by surface parking 
l o t s or are physically oriented away from Ninth Street. The block adjacent north of the 
d i s t r i c t between Race and Elm Streets i s largely comprised of l a t e r period buildings that -
exhibit simpler or altered designs. To the north of Ninth Street between Elm and Plum Streets 
i s a large surface parking l o t , a vacant gas sta t i o n , and a mid-twentieth century i n t r u s i o n . 
Moving to the south and west, the Covenant-First Presbyterian Church, Wise Temple, and City 
H a l l are a l l l i s t e d i n the National Register. The A l l i e d Brake building has been altered 
beyond recognition. 



FHR-S-300 (11-78) 

United S t a t e s Depar tment of the Interior 
Her i tage C o n s e r v a t i o n and R e c r e a t i o n S e r v i c e 

National Register of Historic P laces 
inventory—Nomination Form 

Ninth Street H is to r i c D i s t r i c t , Cincinnati 
Continuation sheet 3 

Hamilton County, Ohio 
Item number 7 

For HCRS use oni 
. OCT 1 

eceived 

late entered 

Page 

BUILDING NUMBER 

1 
2 
3 

5 

7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 

ADDRESS 

8 West Ninth Street 
10 West Ninth Street 
18 West Ninth Street 
20 West Ninth Street 
22 West Ninth Street 
24 West Ninth Street 
25 West Ninth Street 
25 West Ninth Street 
Cincinnati Club Annex 
807 Race Street 
811 Race Street 
815 Race Street 
105-111 West Ninth Street 
115 West Ninth Street 
117 West Ninth Street 
119 West Ninth Street 
121 West Ninth Street 
123 West Ninth Street 
125 West Ninth Street 
127 West Ninth Street 
133 West Ninth Street 
135 West Ninth Street 
816-818 Elm Street 
824 Elm Street 
100-104 West Ninth Street 
901 Race Street 
909 Race Street 
911 Race Street 
118 West Ninth Street 
124 West Ninth Street 
140 West Ninth Street 
819-821 Elm Street 
209 West Ninth Street 
211 West Ninth Street 
213-215 West Ninth Street 
217 West Ninth Street 
219 West Ninth Street 
221 West Ninth Street 
223 West Ninth Street 
225 West Ninth Street 
227 West Ninth Street 
229 West Ninth Street 
816 Plum Street 
810 Plum Street 
212 West Eighth Street 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 

(c. 1840) 
(1851,1901) 
(1950) 
(c. 1880) 

(1913) 
(1935) 
(1902) 
(1893) 
(c. 1900) 
(1913-1914) 
(c. 1877) 
(1881) 
(c. 1860) 
(c. 1860 and l a t e r ) 
(c. 1845-1850) 
(c. 1843-1844) 

' (1899 and e a r l i e r ) 
(c. 1845) 
(c. 1840) 
Cc. 1847-1848) 
(c. 1847-1848) 
(c. 1883-1884) 

- (c. 1865) , . 
(1881) 
Cc 1860,1895) 
Cc. 1855) 

' (1915) 
(1859) 
(1850) 
(1923) 
(c. 1857-1861) 
(c. 1860) -
(1894-1895) 
(c. 1877) 
(c. 1880) 
(c. 1885) 
(c. 1908-1909) 
(c. 1870) 
(1891) 
(c. 1882) : • 
(c. 1890) 
(c. 1873) 
(.1867, addition c.l895) 
Cc. 1888) 
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BUILDING NUMBER 
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c. 1840-1935 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Ninth Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a cohesive assemblage of nineteenth 
and early twentieth century urban architecture i n Cincinnati, and i s also important as ^ 
a representation of the nineteenth century "walking c i t y " environment. When viewed as 
a whole, the massing, texture, and va r i e t y of the architectural f a b r i c i n the d i s t r i c t 
embody nearly one hundred years of loc a l construction techniques and design. Most of 
the buildings were constructed during the c i t y ' s f e r t i l e period of urban expansion from 
1840-1890. Diverse examples of the Greek Revival, I t a l i a n a t e , and Queen Anne styles 
are included, with representative works of l o c a l architects Samuel Hannaford, William 
Walter, J.B. Steinkamp, and Harry Hake. Three of the d i s t r i c t ' s largest buildings are 
notable for t h e i r association with Thomas Emery's Sons, Cincinnati's foremost developers 
of urban r e a l estate. Because of the d i s t r i c t ' s r e l a t i v e compactness, age, and h i s t o r i c 
building uses, i t i s an excellent a l b e i t small physical manifestation of the nineteenth 
century walking c i t y . 

During the mid-nineteenth century, Cincinnati ranked as one of the world's great inland 
c i t i e s . By 1850, i t was the nation's f i f t h largest urban center, and with the exception 
of New Orleans, was the most populous c i t y i n the transappalachian west. The majority * 
of Cincinnati's, quarter m i l l i o n residents and commercial interests were confined to the 
basin area between the Ohio River and surrounding h i l l s . The northern and western por­
t i o n of the present day Central Business D i s t r i c t was by 1855 densely populated with 
substantial b r i c k and stone fronted buildings.1 A few examples from the antebellum 
period s t i l l survive, the most s i g n i f i c a n t being the T r i n i t y Methodist Episcopal Church 
(1859), the Friedlander Building C.1840), the Morrow Residence (1850), the Emery Residenc 
(.C.1840), and the M o r e l l l Building Cc. 1857-1861) . , ; V*, • « 

U n t i l the l a s t quarter of the nineteenth century, the area on and around Ninth Street 
consisted primarily of single family dwellings, with an admixture of shops, churchs, 
and boarding houses. The combination of topographical constraints and l i m i t a t i o n s 
i n pedestrian/vehicular movement f a c i l i t a t e d the development of an almost perfect 
model of the nineteenth century walking c i t y . Thus, 

With both horizontal and v e r t i c a l movement r e s t r i c t e d to pedestrian pro- > 
portions, even the most populace places remained compact e n t i t i e s of mixed 
land and building uses and squat skylines of three and four story buildings 
pierced only by church spires. I n s t i t u t i o n a l structures c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y 
provided quarters for m u l t i p l e and disparate a c t i v i t i e s , and the boarding 
house, hotel, and tenement constituted the c i t y ' s predominent r e s i d e n t i a l 
housing types. ̂  ci' 
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The advent of inclined planes, cable cars, and a system of e l e c t r i c streetcars enabled 
the more prosperous Ninth Street residents to leave the noise and congestion of the 
basin for a bucolic h i l l t o p setting i n the suburbs. At the same time advances i n 
building technology ushered i n an era of multiple story, high density housing construc­
t i o n i n the downtown business d i s t r i c t . Three of Cincinnati's e a r l i e s t and best pre­
served examples of t h i s apartment " f l a t " architecture remain i n the d i s t r i c t , two have 
been recently l i s t e d i n the National Register. They were b u i l t by the c i t y ' s premier 
re a l estate developers, Thomas Emery's Sons, who subsequently financed some of the 
largest private developments i n the Midwest.-^ By 1900 the northward expansion of the 
downtown business d i s t r i c t and a steady movement of homeowners away from the area south 
of the canal had altered the d i s t r i c t ' s h i s t o r i c a l land uses. I n a trend that would 
continue into the twentieth century, Ninth Street became less r e s i d e n t i a l and more 
an environment of doctor's o f f i c e s , clubhouses, and boarding houses. * 

The b u i l t environment w i t h i n the confines of the d i s t r i c t encompasses a broad range of 
arc h i t e c t u r a l styles, with a heavy emphasis on the Greek Revival, I t a l i a n a t e , and urban 
Queen Anne periods. Also represented, but with less r e g u l a r i t y , are buildings that ex­
h i b i t design elements of the Gothic Revival, Renaissance Revival, and Eclectic styles. 
The popularity of the classical manner i s clea r l y apparent on those buildings constructed 
a f t e r the turn of the century, a good example i s the Cincinnati Law School C#8), des­
igned i n 1902 by Samuel Hannaford and Sons. I t s neo-classical facade i s distinguished 
by Ionic p i l a s t e r s , console table and a heavy boxed pediment. Not only was t h i s s t y l e 
w e l l suited to the massing of the d i s t r i c t ' s i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings, i t s a t i s f i e d the 
a r t i s t i c desires of small businessmen. This i s reflected i n the ornamented facades that 
adorn 807 Race Street (#10), 10 West Ninth Street, (#2) and 24 West Ninth Street (#6) . 
A simple but interesting i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the Art Deco movement i s found on the facade 
of the Ninth Street Baptist Church (#7). 

Perhaps the d i s t r i c t ' s most s t r i k i n g visual quali t y i s i t s r i c h assortment of construction 
materials, textures, and colors, which i s often accentuated by a t a s t f u l juxtaposition of 
building styles and fenestration. Polychromatic w a l l treatments enhance the Phoenix Club 
(#9), the Saxony Building (#13) and 225 West Ninth Street (#40), while a wide variety of 
textures mark the Friedlander Building (#1), the Springer Building (#35), the Avery Building 
(#4), and the F i r s t Reformed Presbyterian Church (#44). A rare u t i l i z a t i o n of bush hammered 
Dayton limestone distinguishes the facade of 124 West Ninth Street (#30). 

Today the area on and around Ninth Street i s experiencing yet another transformation. The 
a v a i l a b i l i t y of a cohesive urban setting graced by h i s t o r i c architecture has, among other 
factors, resulted i n a s i g n i f i c a n t turnover i n property ownership.^ I n one sense the d i s t ­
r i c t ' s sheer existence can be a t t r i b u t e d to a combination of benign neglect and good f o r ­
tune, hence unheralded Ninth Street has survived as one of the f i n e s t nineteenth century 
streetscapes i n downtown Cincinnati. With the renaissance of the Library Square to the 
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east and the anchor of City H a l l to the West, Ninth Street may again f l o u r i s h as an 
embodiment of the nineteenth century "walking c i t y " . 

W. H. Martin, Map Of Cincinnati, CCinclnnati:1855). 

2 
Zane L. M i l l e r , "Music H a l l : I t s Neighborhood, The City, and the Metropolis", i n 
Cincinnati Music H a l l CVirginia Beach: Jordan & Company, 1978), p.19. 
3 — • - • • 
I n addition to numerous apartment houses i n Chicago and C i n c l n n a t i , Emery's underwrote 

construction of the Village of Mariemont (1922), the Terrace H i l t o n Hotel (1948), the 
Ohio Mechanics I n s t i t u t e (1909), and the Carew Tower (1930), which remains the c i t y ' s 
t a l l e s t building. 

4 
Almost 45% of the properties w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t have changed owners since 1977. Three 
owners have prepared in d i v i d u a l National Register nominations, and at least four others 
have expressed an inte r e s t i n National Register l i s t i n g . 

ITEM #10 

Verbal Boundary Description; 

Beginning at the northeast corner of Friedlander's l o t (8 West Ninth Street), proceed 
south 316' along the west side of Johnson Alley, thence proceed west 672' along the 
north side of Andrews Alley, crossing Ross Alley, thence north 45', thence west 156' 
crossing Elm Street, thence proceed west 145' along the north side of Eighth Street, 
thence north 108', thence proceed west 251' along the north side of Weaver Alley cross­
ing Watts Alley, thence north 95' along the east side of Pltim Street, thence proceed 462' 
along the south side of Ninth Street, crossing Elm Street, proceed north 196' along the 
east side of Elm Street, thence proceed east 392' along the south side of Carter Alley, to 
Race Street, thence proceed south 130' along the west side of Race Street, thence proceed 
east 166' to Baldwin Alley, thence north 130' along the east side of Baldwin Alley, thence 
proceed 136' along the south side of Pendery Alley, thence south approximately 50', thence 
east 17', thence north approximately 50', thence proceed east 51' along the south side of 
Pendery Alley u n t i l the point of beginning. 
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R O B E R T J . B R O D B E C K 
T H O M A S B . B R U S H 
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S Y L V E S T E R M U R R A Y 

C I T Y P L A N N I N G C O M M I S S I O N 
ROOM 2 2 2 . C I T V H A L L 

C I N C I N N A T I . O H I O 4 S 2 0 2 
P H O N E 3 3 2 - 3 4 7 1 

H E R B E R T W. S T E V E N S 
D I R E C T O R O F C I T Y P L A N N I N G 

S T E V E N F . B L O O M F I E L D 
A S S I S T A N T D I R E C T O R 

E R W I N E . H O F F M A N 
A D M I N I S T R A T O R . 

L A N D u s e A N O Z O N I N G 

August 18, 1980 

Dallas Harder, Acting State Historic 
Preservation Officer 

Ohio Historical Center 
1-71 and 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

Dear Mr. Harder: 

At its August 11 meeting, the Cincinnati Historic Conservation Board 
voted to support the following nominations which will come before 
the Ohio Historic Site Preservation Advisory Board for final approval 
on August 29, 1980: 

1) Ida Street Bridge (Mt. Adams) 
2) St. Rose Church (2501 Eastern Avenue) 
3) McAlpin Bridal Cottage and Hulburt House 

(341 and 333 Lafayette Ave.) 
4) Lotze and Fox Buildings (17-23 W. Court St.) 

The Historic Conservation Board is also supportive of the Ninth St. 
Historic District nomination but is withholding any official comment 
until its September 22 meeting at which time it will consider the 
comments of the City's Downtown V/orking Review Committee. 

AC/caw 

Sincerely, 

Adele Cramer 
City Planner 

V T 3 A>«I fi. < 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
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