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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Situated at the most s i g n i f i c a n t commercial corner i n the h i s t o r i c area of Northside, 
the two adjacent four story masonry (brick) structures exhibit Queen Anne influences 
with stone l i n t e l s and contiguous b e l t courses and brick corbeling. The combined 
buildings with service yard between were presumably constructed f o r existing usage as 
17 apartments plus 5 commercial spaces (currently used as 3). The two structures are 
served by a common bo i l e r system. 

Domhoff #1 the building has i t s o r i g i n a l metal roof i n good condition. The t u r r e t on 
the S.E. corner i s capped by steep conic t i l e . Conmiercial bays on facades are accentu­
ated by v e r t i c a l cast i r o n p i l l a r s by Cincinnati Architectural Iron Works. The cornice 
treatment i s t i n metal supported by brackets pierced by paired rectangular windows. 
Some exterior modifications have taken place. The beauty salon tenant under the t u r r e t 
implemented his own exterior "modernization" circa, 1974, bricking up windows and em­
ploying a p l a s t i c mansard roof. The cast i r o n columns were, however, l e f t i n t a c t so 
that the alterations may be dismantled without i n j u r y to the structure. Easily removed 
colonial muntins have been imposed on the shop at 4203 Hamilton. The facade of t h i s 
building which faces on Chase Avenue i s r e l a t i v e l y i n t a c t except for plywood replace­
ment f o r glass transom windows, vents through the plywood, some window-unit a i r con­
dit i o n e r s , and unfortunate window signage, a l l easily corrected. ^ 

The building at the corner of Chase & Hamilton contains approximately 18,000 sq. f t . on 
4 floors plus f u l l basement of about 4,000 sq. f t . I t contains o r i g i n a l t i l e and marble 
flo o r s i n entry h a l l as well as o r i g i n a l marble wainscotting and f i r s t s t a i r landing. 
Foyer i s faced with o r i g i n a l oak beveled panels. Stair halls and stairways have o r i ­
ginal wood wainscotting and door and window t r i m . Some apartment doors have been re­
placed w i t h "modem" doors. 

This building has a non-functioning elevator to the 3rd f l o o r , a l a t e r addition, ca. 
1950. I t also has o r i g i n a l stained glass windows (3 panels each) on the s t a i r landings 
between the 1st. and 2nd. and 3rd. f l o o r s . 

Many of the apartments have simple mantles with fancy ironwork covers over coal grates. 
Most apartments are only two rooms plus bath, but the rooms are extremely large 
(about 15' X 20'). • 

Domhoff #2 the campanion building at 1614 Chase Avenue contains approxmiately 7,000 
sq. f t . on 4 floors plus about 1,500 sq. f t . i n basement area. This building displays 
the same arch i t e c t u r a l features as building #1, except i t lacks the t u r r e t . The i n ­
t e r i o r i s less imposing and has the wainscotting treatment, but no marble or ceramic 
t i l e . • " 

The present owners intend to reverse alterations and hope to take advantage of the 1976 
tax l e g i s l a t i o n . " f-*. ^ ^/ 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The two buildings nominated herein are s i g n i f i c a n t not only as excellent representations 
of l a t e nineteenth century Victorian architecture, but also for t h e i r association with 
the l o c a l i n d u s t r i a l i s t , Charles Henry Domhoff. Moreover, the buildings were designed 
by W.W. Franklin, an obscure but important Cincinnati architect. I n terms of architec­
ture, the two buildings are i l l u s t r a t i v e of the t r a n s i t i o n a l period between the I t a l i a ­
nate and Queen Anne styles. The heavy metal cornice, f r i e z e windows, and wide brackets 
are i n d i c a t i v e of the I t a l i a n a t e influence, but a l l are juxtapose against the use of 
paired windows, heavy ashlar beltcourses, and corbeling. The prominent t u r r e t on 
Domhoff y/1 i s w e l l suited to the building's location and i s the major Queen Anne design 
element. There two buildings, because of t h e i r i n t e g r i t y of design and strategic loca­
t i o n , are v i t a l to the neighborhood's nineteenth century urban landscape. Mr. Domhoff, 
born i n Cincinnati i n 1853, joined the manufacturing f i r m of Addy, Hall & Company i n 
1871. By 1888 he was promoted to senior partner of the firm , then known as the Matthew 
Addy Company, producers of pig i r o n . When Domhoff r e t i r e d i n 1894, Addy's gross sales 
exceeded one m i l l i o n dollars I n a c i t y where the manufacturing of pig iron was the 
t h i r d largest Industry. Domhoff's retirement was abbreviated one, for i n 1895 he es-. 
tablished the Domhoff & Joyce Company, producers of pig. i r o n and coke. 

1 J 
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