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1. Name 

historic Broach S t r e e t U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t c h u r c h 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 501 E a s t B r o a d S t r e e t — not for publication 

city, town Columbus vicinity of congressional district 15 

state Ohio code 039 county F r a n k l i n code 049 

3. Ciassification 
F Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 
" district 

^ ^ b u i l d i n g ( s ) 
public occupied agriculture museum " district 

^ ^ b u i l d i n g ( s ) ^ private unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 

1 site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment X religious 
-4.. object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Broad Steet United Methodist Church 

street & number 501 East Broad Street 

city, town Columbus . vicinity of state Ohio 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Franklin County Administrat ion Bui ld ing 

street & number 410 South High Street 

city, town Columbus, state Oh io 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Ohio H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e has this property been determined elegible? yes x no 

date January, 1975 federal ^ state . county . local 

depository for survey records Ohio Historic Preservation Office 

city, town Columbus state Ohio 



7. Descr ipt ion 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered ^ original site 

X good ruins x altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Broad Street United Methodist Church, completed i n 1885, i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
unique i n Columbus due to i t s construction of green serpentine stone. The church 
and educational building to the rear e n t i r e l y occupy the 94' by 187.5' corner l o t . 
The plan of the church i s square with an intersecting gable roof, A square entrance 
tower with t a l l spire, which i s located i n the northeast corner of the building dominates 
the composition. A smaller entrance tower i s located i n the northwest corner. 

The facade features an enormous stained glass rose window placed withi n a s l i g h t l y ; 
projecting gable flanked by slender tou r e l l e s . A series of small pointed arch 
stained glass windows are located on the f i r s t f l o o r level below the rose window. 
The entrance towers also feature pointed arched stained glass windows and tourelles. 
The east and west elevations are also dominated by large pointed arched stained • • " 
glass windows. ' • 

The most d i s t i n c t i v e feature of the church i s the green serpentine stone used i n i t s 
construction. The stone i s not found i n Ohio and was reportedly imported from 
eastern Pennsylvania. 

The education building to the rear has been altered i n the i n t e r i o r , however i t s 
exterior remains i n t a c t and v i s u a l l y forms a u n i f i e d composition with the church. 

The i n t e r i o r of the church i s impressive with i t s oak hammerbeam roof framing 60' 
above the f l o o r , the semi-circular arrangement of o r i g i n a l pews with decorative carvings, 
the carved wainscoting and enormous organ. • . . 

The Broad Street United Methodist Church occupies a busy corner l o t i n downtown . ; • 
Columbus and provides a s t r i k i n g contrast to the new o f f i c e buildings l i n i n g 
Broad Street. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_2t_ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

. architecture , „ 

. art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

. landscape architecture-
law 
literature 

. military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

. religion 
science 

. sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1885 Builder/Architect Joseph Warren Ynp.t 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Broad Street United Methodist Church i s s i g n i f i c a n t p r i m a r i l y for architectural 
reasons. Completed i n 1885, i t was designed by Joseph Warren Yost, who along with his 
partner Frank Packard, were responsible f o r many s i g n i f i c a n t late 19th and early 
20th century buildings i n Ohio. Included among Yost's and Yost £ Packard's designs 
i n Ohio are the Perry County Courthouse , Orton Hall (Ohio State University), and Toledo 
S Ohio Central Station (Columbus), a l l l i s t e d i n the National Register of Historic Places. 
This building i s also s i g n i f i c a n t for the unique use of green serpentine stone i n 
Columbus. • • • ' 

Due to the expansion of Columbus following the C i v i l War, the c r i t i c a l need fo r a new 
Methodist Church on the east side was recognized. In 1874 a Board of Trustees was 
appointed to establish a new church. The s i t e at the southwest corner of Broad Street 
and Washington Avenue was selected. The f i r s t church, a frame structure measuring 
40' X 70',was completed i n 1875. The congregation expanded so rapidly as the 
surrounding residential area b u i l t up that by 1883 the need fo r a new, larger church 
was discussed. The Yost designed church was b u i l t at a cost of $70,000. 

The congregation recognizes the significance of the building and have proudly 
maintained i t through the years. 

l l 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Darbee, J.T. and Kitchen, J.L. Architecture: Columbus. Columbus Chapter of AIA,1976,  

Endless Splendor - A History of the Broad Street Methodist Church, 1874-1959. 

10. Geographical Data ACREAGE NOT VERIFIED 
Acreage of nominated property Less t h a n one 

Quadrangle name S o u t h e a s t Columbus 
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Verbal boundary description and justification Nominated p r o p e r t y i s i d e n t i f i e d as Parcel no. 66757 

and i s recorded dn F r a n k l i n County Map Book G, page 30. I t measures approximate ly 141 ' 
X 1 8 7 . 5 ' . 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Nancy Recchie. Regional Preservation Officer 

organization Columbus Landmarks Foundation date May 1980 

street & number 22 Nor th Front S t r ee t telephone 614-221-0227 

city or town Columbus state Ohio 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: ^ , ' v 

national state ^ local • .v-"-*'" ' ' ' ' ^ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer fbrthe National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in tne l^ational Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by tne l^eritf ge Conservation apd Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

ge conservation and Recreai 

title 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National 
For HCRS use only 

l i fy 

)6< e-^ y$C^ i/ 
- Keeper of the National Register 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 
OHIO 

Date Entered 

Name Location 

Broad Street United tlathodlst Church Coltxisbixfl 
Franklin County 

Carver Brothars Store Strasburg 
Tuscaravas Count7 

Eaallton^Ickes Hottsa Adena vicinity 
Jefferson Coynty 

Clester, Joseph, Bouse Chauncey 
Athens County 

Barr House Amanda 
Fairfield County 

Clutts House VJellston 
Jackson County 

Also Notified 
o 
00 

CM 

CO 
u 

ca 

Honorable Howard M. Metzenbaum 

Honorable John H. Glenn, Jr. 
Honorable Tony P. Hall 
Honorable Tennyson Guyer _ 
Honorable Thonas N. Kindness 
Honorable Thomas L. Ashley 
Honorable Donald J. Pease 
Honorable Chalmers P. Wylie 
Honorable Douglas ^plegate 

Ilonorablg^^lj^j^^'^ % i f f i r f e o n , please call the National Register at (202)343-6401, 

Acting State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Delias H. Harder 
The Ohio Historical Society 
Interstate 71 at 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE OHIO 

Date Entered mo 
Name Location 

Oayton Stovs and Cornice Works Dayton 
Mantgomery Country 

Godfrey, Sen. Thoaee J., Bouse Celine 
Mercer County 

Carnegie Library and Henry St. Clair Memorial Hall Greenville 
Darke Cotinty 

Ashland Avenue Baptist Church Toledo 
Lucas County 

>6mson. Judge Albert, House Medina 
Itedlna County 

Ohio National Bank Columbus 
Franklin County 

Also Notified 

For furtJier information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


