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1. Name 

i8Q w 

For HCRS use only 

fBcelved JUH 5 ^^^^ 

ite entered '" "^M^M I-

historic Root &: M c B r i d e - B r a d l e y Bui ld ing 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 1 2 2 0 - 1 2 3 0 W e s t 6 t h S t r e e t not for publication 

city, town C l e v e l a n d vicinity of congressional district 20 - M a r y R o s e C 

state O h i o code 0 3 9 county C u y a h o g a code 035 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public ^ occupied agriculture museum 
^ bullding(s) ^ private unoccupied ^ commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process ^ yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name T r i s k e t t Realty George Worthington Company 

street & number 3615 S u p e r i o r 802 St. C la i r NW, Cleveland 44113 

city, town Cleveland 44114 vicinity of state O h i o 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Cuyahoga County A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Bui ld ing 

street & number 1219 Ontario 

city, town Cleveland state O h i o 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Ohio H i s t o r i c Inventory has this property been determined elegible? yes no 

date 1975 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records O h i o H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y 

city, town Columbus state O h i o 

,.,L 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
^ excellent deteriorated unaltered ^ original site 

good ruins ^ altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Although this is a continuous s t ruc ture of consistent design throughout, 
i t is actual ly two buildings separated by a par ty w a l l . The ent i re s t ructure 
is a large rectangular bui ld ing approx. 235 feet by 135 feet and six 
s tories w a l l , t h i r t een bays long and eight bays wide . There are two 
addit ional s tories above the f i ve bays to the nor th . They were added 
at an undetermined date a f te r the o r i g i n a l const ruct ion. The masonry 
w a l l p iers f o r m a two- t i e r ed arcade, w i t h the lower arches embracing 
two s tor ies and the upper arches three s to r ies . Each bay is three 
windows wide; the windows are s l igh t ly set back so that the w a l l is 
c l ea r ly a r t i cu la ted by the p i e r s . On the east elevation the e l l i p t i c a l arches 
contain fan l igh t m u l l i o n s ; on the nor th there are recessed b r i c k arches. 
The westernmost bay of the nor th elevation has a dr iveway into a service 
area. The s ix th s tory consists of a na r row range of rectangular windows 
between piers a l ternat ing wi th three colonnettes. On the nor th par t of 
the bu i ld ing the upper three stories r i se f r o m the cornice l ine above 
the f i f t h s tory; these upper s tories are a s imple rectangular g r i d of 
masonry piers and recessed spandrels. 

The bui ld ing is constructed of b r i c k masonry . I r o n and wood. The 
ex te r io r bear ing wal ls consist of the large square b r i c k piers and 
masonry arches . On the i n t e r i o r , the lower f l o o r s have s t ruc tu ra l 
c a s t - i r on columns, some of which have elaborate fo l i a ted capitals of 
an o r i g i n a l design. The upper f l o o r s have square wooden posts, some 
of them t i n - c l a d , supporting a f r a m e w o r k of wooden m i l l const ruct ion. 
The roofs are of corrugated me ta l const ruct ion. 

I t is impossible to photograph the west elevation of the bui ld ing 
because of the closeness of the adjacent bui ld ings . 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce 'C» jljt .• 0 - exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry . , politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1884 Builder/Architect Cudell and Richardson 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Root & M c B r i d e - B r a d l e y Bui ld ing is one of the three most s ignif icant 
19th century s t ructures i n the old warehouse d i s t r i c t which comprises 
mos t of the northwest quadrant of the o r i g i n a l plat of downtown Cleveland (1). 

A Its open glass bays demonstrate the l i m i t s to which masonry wa l l construc­
t ion was pushed in the 1880s; this i n t u r n provides insight into the wide­
spread development of the c o m m e r c i a l a rch i tec ture whose h i s to ry has been 
dominated by the Chicago school. Cudell and Richardson, archi tects of 
this bui ld ing and the Per ry -Payne , also designed V i c t o r i a n Gothic churches 
i n which the ra t io of masonry to glass provides an in teres t ing precedent 
f o r such c o m m e r c i a l s t ructures (2). F i n a l l y , the o r i g i n a l owners of the 
two parts of the s t ruc ture . Root k M c B r i d e and M o r r i s Bradley, were * 
s igni f icant i n the mercan t i l e h i s t o ry of Cleveland. 

. • • :/ The bui ld ing represents an in termediate stage i n the development of 19th 
century c o m m e r c i a l bui ld ing s t ruc tu re . The combinat ion of masonry 
bear ing wa l l s , me ta l posts, and wooden m i l l const ruct ion epitomizes 
the t r ans i t iona l nature of A m e r i c a n bui ld ing i n the 1880s. The extreme 
wid th of the window bays i n relat ion to the r e l a t i ve ly slender b r i c k piers 
demonstrates the attempts of late 19th century archi tects to achieve 
lightness of s t ruc ture and increased space, as w e l l as ant ic ipat ing the 
aesthetic of the a l l - m e t a l f r a m e . 

. Erec ted i n 1884, the south par t of the bui ld ing was occupied by Root i • 
& M c B r i d e Bro the r s , the successor of Morgan , Root & Company which 
was established i n 1849. A pioneer wholesale dry-goods f i r m i n Cleveland, 
i t became one of the leading dry-goods f i r m s i n the Midwes t . The Root 
& M c B r i d e Company was incorpora ted i n 1895. The nor th part of the 
bui ld ing was named f o r Capt. A l v a Bradley, a Great Lakes ship bui lder 
beginning i n 1868. On his death i n 1885, his son M o r r i s Bradley took 
over the business and became one of the la rges t owners of downtown 
r ea l estate, erect ing several impor tan t buildings on the proper t ies . ? 
Among his interests were Bradley Transpor ta t ion , a shipping company, 
and Cleveland & Buffa lo Trans i t , a passenger- f re ight steamship l ine 
incorpora ted i n 1895 w i t h Bradley as president. 

1. The other two are the Per ry -Payne and Western Reserve Buildings (NR). 

2 . St. Joseph's and St. Stephen's Churches (NR). 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Samuel P. Or th , A Hi s to ry of Cleveland, Ohio (Chicago, 1910), 8-12. 
W i l l i a m G. Rose, Cleveland; The Making of a Ci ty (Cleveland, 1950), 

217, 451. 

10. Geographical Data 

1..,..^^ ACREAGE NOT eiFIED Acreage of nominated property LICAJS tb 
Quadrangle name N o r t h 

UMT References 
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Verbal boundary description and justification The proper ty consists of the s t ruc ture 

standing at 1220-1230 West 6th Street on the lots known as permanent parcels 
number 101-09-44, 101-09-45, and 101-09-46. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title E r i c Johannesen, Prese rva t ion O f f i c e r 

organization Western Reserve H i s t o r i c a l Society date January 1980 

street & number 1082 5 East Boulevard telephone 2 1 6 - 7 2 1 - 5 7 2 2 

city or town Cleveland state Ohio 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national X state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forthtw the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature yj^]^^ <^y-iy-vC) L~ | ^ ^ (^-''^^^ 

title r^.ii^i T).^ ^ Pr^, ^^'O f^^'i^^^'^^ ^o'r.eii^ date 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certpy^that this prop^^^ l^ inc luded in the National Register 

itional P(ec' 

date l / f t / f O 
Keeper of the National IRtegister 

Attest: date 

G P O 938 8 3 5 



state/?// /? , / Working Number y ^ <7>) / ^/ 

TECHNICAL^ 
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Maps / 
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1 /4-f8o 
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KEEPER 

I 8 National Register Write-up Send-back 
Federal Register Entry ^ ' Re-submit 

Entered 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 



Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Root and McBride-Bradley Building Cuyahoga County, 80002978 

Ohio . ... • 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

X Photographs 

USGSIVlap 





T R I S K E T T R E A L T Y , INC-

3615 Superior Ave, 

Cleveland, Ohio 44114 

391-6353 

J April 3, 1980 

The Ohio Historic Preservation Advisory Board 
Ohio Historical Center 
1-71 and 17th Ave. 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

Attn: Mr. David A. Simmons 
Historian and Manager of National Register Program 

Dear Mr. Simmons: 

This letter is directed to you to voice the objection of Triskett 
Realty, Inc. with a listing on the National Register. Triskett Realty, 
Inc. feels that listing on the National Register will have an adverse 
effect on the operation of its business. We have found that the excessive 
expenses in the operation of the Bradley Bldg. such as heat cost, elevator 
repairs and maintenance in general was a major cause for our deci-sion 
to demolish the building. Demolition is set for September 15, 1980. 

Please direct our objection to the proper authority and i f you 
have any questions please call me at 216-391-6353. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph A. Musso, Triskett Realty, Inc. 
Vice President/General Manager 

JAM/st 

cc: Eric Johannesen, Preservation Officer 
John C imperman 



Root & M c B r i d e - B r a d l e y Bu i ld ing , Cleveland (CUY) 

I n f o r m a t i o n Statement to be presented at OHSPAB Meet ing 

The owners of the Brad ley Bui ld ing (north f i v e bays of the s t ruc tu re ) , 
T r i s k e t t Real ty , have no t i f i ed the tenants that the bu i ld ing is an 
uneconomical investment and that the i r only a l t e rna t ive is to 
demol i sh the bu i ld ing , contemplated f o r September, 1980. 

The tenants, m o s t l y l i gh t manufac tu r ing (clothing and p r i n t i n g ) , 
do not want to move . They are t r y i n g to discuss al ternate 
solutions w i t h the present owner, including the poss ib l i ty of 
f o r m i n g a tenant-owned co rpora t ion to purchase the b u i l d i n g . 

The en t i re bu i ld ing is c l e a r l y e l ig ib le on i ts own s ign i f i cance . 
The addi t ional incent ives o f f e r e d by the var ious tax p rov is ions 
m a y enable the tenants to accompl i sh the p re se rva t ion of the 
b u i l d i n g . 

E r i c Johannesen J 



Ohio Historical Center 1-71 & n t h Avenue Columbus, Ohio 43211 (614) 466-1500 

. May 28, 1980 

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
W434 

Washington, D. C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull: „ • ' ' 

Enclosed are nineteen new nominations for the Natio"hal/_Ef^g)Bt.eif'. A l l 
n o t i f i c a t i o n procedures as f i n a l l y published have been followed and a l l 
have been reviewed and approved by the state review board. Following i s 
a l i s t of the nominations with additionaP enclosures noted: 

Regular Submissions ,  

Name 

Garver Barn, Butler County 

Glen Ellen, Butler County 

Hidlay Cottage, Butler County 

Rosedale Cottage, Crawford County 

Enclosures 

One l e t t e r from the owner and 
several patent records 

One l e t t e r from owner 

Root & McBride-Bradley Building, Cuyahoga Co. One l e t t e r from owner, and i n f o r ­
mation sheet from regional o f f i c e r 

Hollencamp House, Greene County i-

Water Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Greene Co. One brochure on the d i s t r i c t 

Broom-Braden Stone House, Guernsey County 

Pilgrim Presbyterian Church, Hamilton County 

St. Frances Xavier Church, Hamilton County 

Vaughn, Daniel, Homestead, Mahoning County 

Monroe County Courthouse, Monroe County 

Newcom House, Montgomery County 

One l e t t e r from owner 

Two l e t t e r s from a descendant of a 
h i s t o r i c owner, three l e t t e r s from 
the regional o f f i c e r , and a xerox 
of a h i s t o r i c photo 



Ms. Carol Shull 
May 28, 1980 
Page 2 

Buckingham-Petty House, Muskingum County 

L i l i e n t h a l Building, Muskingum County 

St. Mary's Church, Noble County 

Horsey-Barthelmas Farm, Pickaway County 

Portage Hotel, Summit County 

One l e t t e r from owner and one l e t t e r 
from c i t y . 

One l e t t e r with enclosures from 
Ohio Department of Transportation 

Staff comment sheet and Review Board 
comments; Cleveland Plain Dealer a t i c l e , 
July 18, 1956; Akron Beacon-Journal 
a r t i c l e , June 30, 1975, and January 16, 
1980; The Akron Press a r t i c l e , June 12, 
1912; Akron "Beacon-Journal a r t i c l e , 
June 12, 1912; excerpt from History of 
Akron 1925; Blueprint of o r i g i n a l drawings 
of hot e l ; l e t t e r from owner's architect 
with attachment; minutes of the state 
review board meeting, A p r i l 25, 1980; 
copy of a telegram from the City of 
Akron, 3/14/80; comments from the • 
regional o f f i c e r ; l e t t e r from mayor of 
Akron, A p r i l 22, 1980; l e t t e r from 
Siimmit County H i s t o r i c a l Society, A p r i l 
18, 1980; l e t t e r from William Wallace, 
A p r i l 21, 1980; l e t t e r from the Akron 
Art I n s t i t u t e ; l e t t e r from the Akron 
Department of Planning and Urban Develop­
ment, 21ay 2, 1980 with attachments. 

The above nomination was approved by a 6 to 5 vote of the state reivew board. 

Mackinaw Hist o r i c D i s t r i c t , Warren County 

Please let me know if we can provide any additional information. 

' • , ' •' Sincerely, . ' 

David L. Brook ' 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 

DLB:cw 

enclosures 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE onic 
Date Entered JUL I 8 1980 

Name Location ; 

Pilgrim Presbyterian Church 

St. Francis Xavier Church 

Vaughn, Daniel, Homestead 

f 
I^Kollencamp House 

Root and McBride-Bradley Building Broom-Braden Stone House 

Cincinnati 
Hamilton County 

Cincinnati 
Hamilton County 

Lake Milton 
Mahoning County 

Xenia 
Greene County 

Cleveland 
Cuyahoga County 

Cambridge 
Guernsey County 

Also Notified 

Honorable John H. Glenn, Jr. 
Honorable Howard M. Metzenbaum 
Honorable Thomas A. Luken 
Honorable Lyle Williams 
Honorable Clarence J . Brown 
Honorable Mary R. Oakar 
Honorable Douglas Applegate 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. David Brook 
The Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Society 
Interstate 71 at 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

NR Byers/mjd 8/4/80 ^ ^ 

For f u r t h e r information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


