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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built circa 1843, Symmes Mission Chapel is a rectangular plan two story frame building
of mortise and tenon construction. The fenestration, albeit modest in design and
scale, does exhibit subtle Greek Revival influences. This is apparent through the
use of cornice returns, smooth wooden frieze, and generally symmetrical fenestration.

The plain clapboard wall treatment is enhanced by small rectangular bays, those on
the first floor are taller than those on the second. All bays are covered with paneled
shutters, although the front entrance, which is quite narrow, exhibits louvered doors.

The chapel retains most of its original integrity. A fabric analysis conducted by the
firm of Goetzman and Fullmer reveals that the fenestration on the front eleyation was
altered. Two small windows on the second floor were replaced by the existing center
bay. In Mr. Goetzman's opinion this alteration was done prior to 1900. The only
other changes have been made to the interior &#nd.consist primarily of new partitions
and a stairway.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Symmes Mission Chapel is significant as a unique embodiment of nineteenth century
vernacular architecture in southwestern Ohio. Furthermore, it is one of the earliest
physical manifestations of religious actiyity in Fairfield Township. The chapel's
severe but distinctive design makes it a seldom used example of vernacular church
architecture in this region. Its diminutive size, plain fenestration, architectural
integrity, and lack of traditional church design elements contribute to its signifi-
cance. The church congregation received its primary support from Benjamin Symmes, an
important local settler and land developer. From 1843-1968 the chapel was used for
religious and educational activities, and recently it was acquired by the Historical
Society of Fairfield. Today it is one of the few antebellum buildings remaining in
this rapidly expanding community of 35,000.
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1. Symmes Mission Chapel APR 15 1980

5139 Pleasant Avenue

Fairfield Twp., Butler.Co., Ohio
Bruce Goetzman

August, 1979

Miami Purchase Association

East and north elevations,
looking west

7. Photograph # //4,/ JUN | 2 1980
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Symmes Mission Chapel APR 15 1380

5139 Pleasant Ave.
Fairfield, Butler Co., Ohio

Edna Antes

Fall, 1979

Negatives with Edna Antes
Looking at side facade
Photo #2/5

JUN 12 1980
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Symmes Mission Chapel APR 15 1980

5139 Pleasant Ave.
Fairfield, Butler Co. , Ohio

Edna Antes

Fall, 1979

Negatives with Edna Antes

Looking at second floor shuttered
window

Photo #%/g
JUN |2 1980
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Symmes Mission Chapel ‘JUN [ 2 ’US
5139 Pleasant Avenue i

Fairfield Twp., Butler Co., Ohio
Bruce Goetzman

August, 1979

Miami Purchase Association
Wall construction, mortice and
tenon, south elevation
Photograph #<§/§a :
APR 15 1980
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Symmes Mission Chapel JUN l 2 '980
5139 Pleasant Avenue

Fairfield Twp., Butler., Ohio

Bruce Goetzman

August, 1979

Miami Purchase Association

Interior, first floor

Photo # 5%-’ APR 15 1980
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