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The Wright House i s located i n the center of an a t t r a c t i v e l y landscaped 2 acre 
l o t on the western edge of Springboro that features a number of mature shade 
trees. A c i r c u l a r drive provides access to the front entrance. 

The house has an i r r e g u l a r lay-out formed from three two-story o f f s e t rectangular 
blocks connected by a central square three-story tower. I t i s a frame structure 
with white horizontal siding erected on a rusticated stone foundation, and has 
multiple gable rooflines covered with asphalt shingles. 

A main feature of the facade i s a single story wooden porch which extends across 
the e n t i r e f r o n t . I t i s supported by f l a t wooden columns with cut-out panels. 
A l l cornices are projecting box gutters supported by paired brackets and wide 
entablature boards. The windows are generally 6/6 or 4/4 double hung sash with 
green louvre shutters and s l i g h t l y projecting crown molding. 

There i s a small rear porch of similar design to that on the facade and a two-
story projecting bay on the eastem side elevation. 

The large double paneled doors of the main entrance are at the base of the central 
tower. I t has the o r i g i n a l pull-type doorbell which through a series of pulleys 
and cables rings a b e l l i n several upstairs rooms. The doors enter i n t o a central 
hallway with six rooms downstairs. The stairway with heavy carved walnut newell 
post i n the hallway leads to the nine upstairs rooms. I n t e r i o r f l o o r s are wide 
golden oak, woodwork i s walnut, and fireplaces mantels are marble. 

A large c i s t e r n i n the a t t i c tank room o r i g i n a l l y supplied water f o r the house. 
This was replaced i n 1908 with a water tank i n the basement f i l l e d by means of 
a natural spring. A l l e l e c t r i c a l f i x t u r e s date from 1918 when e l e c t r i c i t y was 
f i r s t i n s t a l l e d i n the house, as does the wood and coal furnace, although now 
converted to o i l . 

A large bank barn, thought to be the same age as the house, i s located to the 
southeast of the house. I t has a stone foundation, v e r t i c a l siding, and a 
standing seam metal roof. Posts which support the overhang on the east are 
painted skinned logs. The i n t e r i o r of the lower story i s divided i n t o box 
s t a l l s on the southern end and a cow stable on the north. 

Another small out building to the south of the main house i s a combination shop 
and smokehouse. This one-story L-shaped building has a stone foundation, 
both shiplap and clapboard siding, and a standing seam metal roof. A l l windows 
are 6/6 double hung sash. 



a SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 
—PREHISTOrtIC 

— 1400-1499 

—1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

?L l 800-1 899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

^ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

^.EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1857 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

The Wright House i s an imposing example of a mid-19th century country residence. 
In addition, i t i s an important h i s t o r i c a l l i n k to the Miami Valley College, 
an i n s t i t u t i o n based on a model similar to the student work program made famous 
by Berea College i n Berea, Kentucky. 

The exact s t r u c t u r a l history of the Wright House i s unclear; but i n i t s present 
condition i s a f i r s t - r a t e example of the large scale country residences b u i l t 
i n Ohio i n the t h i r d quarter of the 19th century. Taking t h e i r i n s p i r a t i o n 
from any number of Victorian handbooks they featured off-set towers and heavily 
bracketed cornices. Another i n t r i g u i n g feature of the Wright House i s the f u l l 
facade porch with cut-out paneled columns. The house has changed l i t t l e from the 
19th century and i s very well maintained by i t s present elderly owner, Mrs, I , B, 
Doyle, 

The house was b u i l t for Dr. Aaron Wright i n 1857. He was the son of Jonathan 
Wright who i s considered to be the founder of the nearby v i l l a g e of Springboro. 
Aaron Wright was born i n Pennsylvania i n 1810, received a medical degree from 
Yale University and practiced i n Brooklyn, New York. He came to Springboro i n 
1857 following his father's death and became active i n l o c a l c i v i c a f f a i r s . 

Wright was one of the founders and f i r s t president of the Miami Valley. College 
established by the Society of the Quakers i n 1869. I t was the r e s u l t of 
dissati s f a c t i o n with colleges that offered no a c t i v i t i e s f o r students outside of 
th e i r academic studies, which i n the opinion of the Quakers, lead to " i d l e and 
dissolute ways." The College was established to provide work at a "useful task" 
for at least two hours a day i n conjunction with academic study. This was defined 
as work on the farm or i n the "mechanics h a l l " for boys and households duties 
for g i r l s . A large four-story brick building was constructed across the road 
from Wright's House i n 1870 to house the administrative o f f i c e s , classrooms and 
dormitories for both males and females. As the economy of Springboro waned when 
bypassed by the r a i l r o a d l i n e s , the fortunes of the College also declined. The . 
school was forced to close i t s doors i n 1883 and s e l l i t s b uilding which was 
subsequently demolished. 

Dr. Wright died i n 1885 although i t remained i n the Wright family ownership u n t i l 
1906 when i t was purchased by the family of the present owner. The house remains 
as an important visual and h i s t o r i c a l l i n k to Springboro's a r c h i t e c t u r a l and 
educational heritage. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beginning at a point i n the south r i g h t of way of SR 73 that i s approximately 1200' west 
of the junction of SR 741, proceed west along the route for 300';then go southwest 300'; 
then go southeast 300'; then go northeast 300' to the place of beginning. 
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