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—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Mary's Church stands in its original state with an attached rectory. The
Church was dedicated July 31, 1870, and the rectory completed in 1871. The Church
is an excellent example of Germanic Gothic Revival style and is deeply tied to the
early German settlers of the Portsmouth area.

St. Mary's Church is a rectangular Common bond brick structure with a cut
stone foundation, a gabled roof of slate, and the rectory attached directly to the
rear. There are three bays on the front of the church and seven on the side. The
overall effect is buttressed columns dividing the lancet stained glass windows
which measure 26 feet seven inches high and four feet wide. Each window has a
corbeled brick arch. The three windows on the front or west side of the church
have the same wall treatment. The nave or rectangular exten51on of the church
has a boxed cornice with dentil molding. Just under’ the cornice line 1s a cor- "
beled brick cornice also with dentil molding. 52T &

The rectory attached to the rear or east side of the nave has plain stone
dlintels and sills, double hung, 1/1. There are five bays on the side and five bays
on the rear of the rectory. The enclosed three bay porch on the south side carries
out the dentil molding on the cornice. The rectory itself is snugly fit onto the
rear of the church so as not to appear obvious.

The steeple of the church is 216 feet topped by a nine foot gold cross and is
still a prominent landmark of the area. The belfry consists of four double louvres
and houses three bells. In 1909 the historic town clock was installed in the four
steeple openings. The steeple 'itself was erected in 1895. S B .

The interior of the church contains an imposing 34 foot high by 15 foot wide
Gothic altar made of solid butternut wood which was imported from Germany in 1880.
In 1900, the priceless art glass windows were installed at the sides. The central
brass chandelier containing 54 lights is original. The fourteen stations of the
cross made of terra cotta were imported from Germany in the 1880's. -~ Over the high
altar are three original oil paintings by E. Hunbrecht.
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its excellent Germanic Gothic Revival architecture.
standing example of that style within the City of Portsmouth.

The significance of St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church is derived mainly from

It is perhaps the most out-
Other examples do

exist, of course, but none compare to St. Mary's in size,scale, and unaltered
historic fabric.

interior.
essentially all of its original fabric.

Any discussion of the building's architectural merit must also extend to its

Unlike so many ''modernized" church interiors, St. Mary's has retained
Significant interior features include the

elaborately carved wooden main altar, the terra cotta stations of the cross, the
stained glass windows, central brass chandelier, and the paintings that adorn the
All are original and combine to form an outstanding example of an historic

nave.
church interior.
examples of 19th century craftsmanship as can St. Mary's.

Rarely can a church of today exhibit as many fine and cohesive
The parish is keenly

aware of their architectural heritage, and has recently completed some interior
restoration which included plaster repair, painting, and restoration of the paint-
ings in the nave. :

rical connection to the German immigrant settlers of early Portsmouth.

To a much lesser extent, St. Mary's also derives significance from its histo-

German

Catholic immigrants formed a sizeable and economiéally significant minority group

in Portsmouth, and the church was a focal point of that community.

A Catholic

parish - the Church of the Nativity - was organized in 1842 to serve both the Irish
and the Germans, but in 1852 the Germans broke away from it to form St. Mary's. A
German-speaking priest was brought in to serve them, and by the mid-1860's the new
parish was prosperous enough to erect their present building.

Note: The school and convent associated historically with the church

are not included in the nomination.
being used as a school and the convent has been converted into a private

residence.

visually separated from the church by an open playground area.

The school, ca. 1920, is no longer

Neither has any particular architectural significance, and are

Since

the nomination is based largely on architectural significance their inclusion

is not warranted.
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St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church
Portsmouth, Ohio AUG 2 4 1979

R R 75 Y County

Ohio University, Athens, Ohio (SORHAPO)
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Mary's Church stands in its original state with an attached rectory. The
Church was dedicated July 31, 1870, and the rectory completed in 1871. The Church
is an excellent example of Germanic Gothic Revival style and is deeply tied to the
early German settlers of the Portsmouth area.

St. Mary's Church is a rectangular Common bond brick structure with a cut
stone foundation, a gabled roof of slate, and the rectory attached directly to the
rear. There are three bays on the front of the church and seven on the side. The
overall effect is buttressed columns dividing the lancet stained glass windows
which measure 26 feet seven inches high and four feet wide. Each window has a
corbeled brick arch. The three windows on the front or west side of the church
have the same wall treatment. The nave or rectangular extension of the church
has a boxed cornice with dentil molding. Just undet the cornice line is aAcor- "
beled brick cornice also with dentil molding. g '

The réctb}y attached to the rear or east side of the nave has plain stone
lintels and sills, double hung, 1/1. There are five bays on the side and five bays
on the rear of the rectory. The enclosed three bay porch on the south side carries
out the dentil molding on the cornice. The rectory itself is snugly fit onto the
rear of the church so as not to appear obvious.

The steeple of the church is 216 feet topped by a nine foot gold cross and is
still a prominent landmark of the area. The belfry consists of four double louvres
and houses three bells. In 1909 the historic town clock was installed in the four
steeple openings. The steeple itself was erected in 1895.  ~ -~ == % - B 7

The interior of the church contains an imposing 34 foot high by 15 foot wide
Gothic altar made of solid butternut wood which was imported from Germany in 1880.
In 1900, the priceless art glass windows were installed at the sides. The central
brass chandelier containing 54 lights is original. The fourteen stations of the
cross made of terra cotta were imported from Germany in the 1880's. - Over the high
altar are three original oil paintings by E. Humbrecht.
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;-TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church is derived mainly from

its excellent Germanic Gothic Revival architecture. It is perhaps the most out-
standing example of that style within the City of Portsmouth. Other examples do
exist, of course, but none compare to St. Mary's in size,scale, and unaltered

historic fabric.

Any discussion of the building's architectural merit must also extend to its

interior. Unlike so many "modernized" church interiors, St. Mary's has retained
essentially all of its original fabric. Significant interior features include the
elaborately carved wooden main altar, the terra cotta stations of the cross, the
stained glass windows, central brass chandelier, and the paintings that adorn the

nave.

All are original and combine to form an outstanding example of an historic

church interior. Rarely can a church of today exhibit as many fine and cohesive
examples of 19th century craftsmanship as can St. Mary's. The parish is keenly
aware of their architectural heritage, and has recently completed some interior
restoration which included plaster repair, painting, and restoration of the paint-
ings in the nave. ‘ :

To a much lesser extent, St. Mary's also derives significance from its histo-

rical connection to the German immigrant settlers of early Portsmouth. German
Catholic immigrants formed a sizeable and economically significant minority group
in Portsmouth, and the church was a focal point of that community. A Catholic
parish - the Church of the Nativity - was organized in 1842 to serve both the Irish
and the Germans, but in 1852 the Germans broke away from it to form St. Mary's. A
German-speaking priest was brought in to serve them, and by the mid-1860's the new
parish was prosperous enough to erect their present building.

Note: The school and convent associated historically with the church
are not included in the nomination. The school, ca. 1920, is no longer
being used as a school and the convent has been converted into a private
residence. Neither has any particular architectural significance, and are
visually separated from the church by an open playground area. Since
the nomination is based largely on architectural significance their inclusion

is not warranted.
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