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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

1120 Beech 

This 2̂ 2 s t o r y high b u i l d i n g i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by i t s domestic V i c t o r i a n 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g . The high i m b r i c a t e d s l a t e h i p r o o f i s p i e r c e d 
by gable w a l l dormers, small t r i a n g u l a r dormers and a hipped dormer. 
The r o o f e x h i b i t s t h r e e s i n g l e stack corbeled chimneys. The r o o f t r i m 
has a boxed de c o r a t i v e cornice. •< . , ̂  ; 

The f r o n t facade e x h i b i t s a pediment gable w i t h d e c o r a t i v e b r a c i n g 
s u p p o r t i n g a c i r c u l a r opening. A 1/1 double hung window i s beneath 
t h i s . The bargeboard e x h i b i t s geometric design. At the second f l o o r 
i s a re c t a n g u l a r p r o j e c t i n g bay w i t h a l a r g e window supported by 
decor a t i v e brackets. Adjacent i s a small open porch w i t h turned wood 
columns and segmen-tal' arch supporting r o o f . 

The f i r s t - f l o o r f r o n t facade i s dominated by a r a i s e d open porch-
composed of turned columns, b r a c i n g , spindle work and gable r o o f , and 
across the f r o n t facade. The small gable i s accentuated by a sunburst 
m o t i f . 

The w a l l m a t e r i a l i s wood and the w a l l treatment i s composed of f i s h -
scale shingle clapboard, v e r t i c a l board and diagonal board appearing 
i n d i f f e r i n g h o r i z o n t a l bands across the facades. Corner boards and 
wood window surrounds complete the t r i m . 

The f r o n t i s p i e c e i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by a paneled door w i t h h a l f side 
l i g h t s . A one bay wing p r o j e c t s o f f the south facade and a bay capped 
by a decorative r o o f and f i n i a l p r o j e c t o f f the n o r t h facade. 

The b u i l d i n g i s asymmetrical i n pl a n and r e s t s atop a r a i s e d water 
t a b l e composed of rock faced a s h l a r . 

1128 Beech 

D i s t i n g u i s h e d by Queen Anne a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e and e x h i b i t i n g asymmet­
r i c a l facades and piano The b u i l d i n g i s 2̂2 s t o r i e s h i g h w i t h d i s t i n c ­
t i v e gable w a l l dormers envo i v i n g i n t o a tr u n c a t e d h i p r o o f w i t h metal 
c r e s t i n g i n geometric p a t t e r n s , and f i n i a l s . The s l a t e r o o f i s f u r t h e r 
accentuated by two l a r g e s i n g l e chimneys w i t h d e c o r a t i v e c o r b e l i n g and 
t e r r a c o t t a chimney pot s . The w a l l dormer e x h i b i t a small p r o j e c t i n g 
pediment w i t h d e c o r a t i v e medallion i n r e l i e f on the f r o n t facade and 
open on the side facades. Wood f i s h s c a l e s h i n g l e s , l a r g e r e t u r n s and 
brackets f u r t h e r h i g h l i g h t the gable ends. Two small gable dormers 
pierce r o o f . i,. , 

The f e n e s t r a t i o n i s r e g u l a r w i t h narrow p a i r e d 1/1 double hung and 
standard size windows. The l i n t e l s are limestone w i t h small r e c t a n g u l a r 
decorative cuts and the s i l l s are composed of continuous running s t r i n g ­
courses. . : i ' • • "J-K- - -

The e x t e r i o r w a l l s are b r i c k w i t h s t r e t c h e r bond w a l l treatment and 
broken by an angular b r i c k m o t i f on f r o n t facade. The f r o n t facade 

> • • • : 
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e x h i b i t s a recessed panel w i t h two d e c o r a t i v e t e r r a c o t t a squares. The 
b u i l d i n g r e s t s atop a r a i s e d water t a b l e p i e r c e d by basement windows. The 
foundation i s composed of rock faced a s h l a r stone. 

The r a i s e d small porch i s framed by a geometric designed balustrade and 
turned wooden columns. Decorative brackets support spindlework treatment. 
A small pediment gable w i t h strapwork accentuates the porch r o o f . The 
porch does not appear t o be o r i g i n a l t o the b u i l d i n g . A small one s t o r y 
a d d i t i o n appears t o the r e a r o f j t h e b u i l d i n g t h a t was o r i g i n a l l y a back 
porch. This enclosure took place i n the 1930's. 

The i n t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g e x h i b i t s d e c o r a t i v e v a r i e d wood treatments com­
posed of paneled w a l l s , spindlework, and carved woodwork. A l l doors 
e x h i b i t ornate brass hinges and black p o r c e l a i n knobs. Some i n t e r i o r 
w a l l s e x h i b i t d e c o r a t i v e p l a s t e r work. A d e c o r a t i v e balustrade i s en­
hanced by a walnut newel post w i t h r o s e t t s . F i r e p l a c e s are ornate 
simulated marble. The rooms are q u i t e l a r g e w i t h oak f l o o r i n g on 
the f i r s t f l o o r . 

1, . I'-'fê l. 

- < 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Constructed i n c. 1886 the Queen Anne s t y l e d b u i l d i n g , a t 1128 .Beech Avenue 
i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r y because i t e x h i b i t s d i s t i n c t i v e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f the s t y l e . The asymmetrical composition i s enhanced by 
the la r g e massing o f elements p a r t i c u l a r l y the stron g gable w a l l dormers. 

The u t i l i z a t i o n o£ mixed w a l l m a t e r i a l s , p r o j e c t i n g bays asymmetri.cal 
plan, and l a r g e corbeled chimneys are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f the s t y l e . This 
b u i l d i n g e x h i b i t s these c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . -•• 

The b u i l d i n g s most famous r e s i d e n t was J. A l f r e d Schehl (1882-1959) 
who purchased the house i n 1919 f o r $5,000.00. Mr. Schehl i s remembered 
i n C i n c i n n a t i f o r h i s musical accomplishments. He c o n t r i b u t e d t o music 
i n C i n c i n n a t i and t o the music o f the C a t h o l i c Church throughout America. 
A f t e r r e c e i v i n g an e a r l y musical t r a i n i n g he bacame, a t age 16 the or­
ga n i s t a t St. St a n i s l a u s and s t a r t e d p l a y i n g the organ f o r the C i n c i n n a t i 
Symphony from 1898 t o 1908. - ^ ; 

During h i s l i f e he composed over 50 major works f o r organ music. Among 
these were l i g h t masses and the St. C e c i l i a Hymnal. This was the o f f i c i a l 
hymnal of the Archdiocese of C i n c i n n a t i and was used e x t e n s i v e l y through­
out the United States. He i s rememb^ also as the long time o r g a n i s t f o r 
the St. Lawrence Church i n C i n c i n n a t i and f o r g i v i n g v i o l i n , piano and 
organ lessons. 

The b u i l d i n g a t 1120 Beech Avenue i s s i g n i f i c a n t because of i t s character­
i s t i c V i c t o r i a n a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g . I t s asymmetrical plan and f a ­
cades, mixed w a l l treatment and dec o r a t i v e r o o f treatment are character­
i s t i c of the a r c h i t e c t u r a l exhuberance associated w i t h the pe r i o d . Con­
s t r u c t e d i n c. 1885 the b u i l d i n g e x h i b i t s the a r c h i t e c t u r a l thought of 
the p e r i o d f o r i n c o r p o r a t i n g v a r i e d d e t a i l s and elements t h a t composed 
a v i s u a l d i s p l a y o f form and workmanship. 

Because the two b u i l d i n g s are adjacent t o each other, separated by a 
landscaped l o t , the two, when taken together create a d i s t i n c t i v e v i s u a l 
and a r c h i t e c t u r a l s e t t i n g . The remainder of the b u i l d i n g s are of the 
same scale, but o f l e s s a r c h i t e c t u r a l d i s t i n c t i o n . 

Presently both b u i l d i n g s have owners who are sympathetic t o r e s t o r e and 
maintain them. 
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1120 Beech Avenue is on a lot measuring 60' x 120' <.,.... 
1128 Beech Avenue i s on a combined l o t measuring 120' x 240' 
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Subdivision of Price Hill recorded on November 26, 1884 and totaled 
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The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for 
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
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Description; 

8 Statement of Significance: 
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Bibliography: 
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1120 Beech Avenue 
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1128 Beech Avenue ' 
Dennis and Margaret Foster 
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1120 Beech 

This 2J5 s t o r y high b u i l d i n g i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by i t s domestic V i c t o r i a n 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g . The high i m b r i c a t e d s l a t e h i p r o o f i s pierced 
by gable w a l l dormers, small t r i a n g u l a r dormers and a hipped dormer. 
The r o o f e x h i b i t s three s i n g l e stack corbeled chimneys. The r o o f t r i m 
has a boxed decorative cornice. 

The f r o n t facade e x h i b i t s a pediment gable w i t h decorative bracing 
supporting a c i r c u l a r opening. A 1/1 double hung window i s beneath 
t h i s . The bargeboard e x h i b i t s geometric design. At the second f l o o r 
i s a rectangular p r o j e c t i n g bay w i t h a l a r g e window supported by 
decorative brackets. Adjacent i s a small open porch w i t h turned wood 
columns and segmen-fcal arch supporting r o o f . , 

The f i r s t f l o o r f r o n t facade i s dominated by a r a i s e d open porch 
composed of turned columns, bracing, spindle work and gable r o o f , and 
across the f r o n t facade. The small gable i s accentuated by a sunburst 
m o t i f . 

The w a l l m a t e r i a l i s wood and the w a l l treatment i s composed of f i s h -
scale shingle clapboard, v e r t i c a l board and diagonal board appearing 
i n d i f f e r i n g h o r i z o n t a l bands across the facades. Corner boards and 
wood window surrounds complete the t r i m . 

The f r o n t i s p i e c e i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by a paneled door w i t h h a l f side 
l i g h t s . A one bay wing p r o j e c t s o f f the south facade and a bay capped 
by a decorative r o o f and f i n i a l p r o j e c t o f f the n o r t h facade. 

The building is asymmetrical in plan and rests atop a raised water 
table composed of rock faced ashlar. ••• 

1128 Beech . , ^ 

Di s t i n g u i s h e d by Queen Anne a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e and e x h i b i t i n g asymmet­
r i c a l facades and plan. The b u i l d i n g i s 2 ,̂ s t o r i e s high w i t h d i s t i n c ­
t i v e gable w a l l dormers envoiving i n t o a trun c a t e d h i p roof w i t h metal 
c r e s t i n g i n geometric p a t t e r n s , and f i n i a l s . The s l a t e r o o f i s f u r t h e r 
accentuated by two l a r g e s i n g l e chimneys w i t h decorative c o r b e l i n g and 
t e r r a c o t t a chimney pots. The w a l l dormer e x h i b i t a small p r o j e c t i n g 
pediment w i t h decorative medallion i n r e l i e f on the f r o n t facade and 
open on the side facades. Wood f i s h s c a l e s h i n g l e s , l a r g e r e t u r n s and 
brackets f u r t h e r h i g h l i g h t the gable ends. Two small gable dormers 
pierce r o o f . 

The fenestration is regular with narrow paired 1/1 double hung and 
standard size windows. The lintels are limestone with small rectangular 
decorative cuts and the sills are composed of continuous running string­
courses. •-

The e x t e r i o r w a l l s are b r i c k w i t h s t r e t c h e r bond w a l l treatment and 
broken by an angular b r i c k m o t i f on f r o n t facade. The f r o n t facade 
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e x h i b i t s a recessed panel w i t h two decorative t e r r a c o t t a squares. The 
b u i l d i n g r e s t s atop a r a i s e d water t a b l e p i e r c e d by basement windows. The 
foundation i s composed of rock faced ashlar stone. 

The r a i s e d small porch i s framed by a geometric designed balustrade and 
turned wooden columns. Decorative brackets support spindlework treatment. 
A small pediment gable w i t h strapwork accentuates the porch r o o f . The 
porch does not appear t o be o r i g i n a l t o the b u i l d i n g . A small one s t o r y 
a d d i t i o n appears t o the rear o f j t h e b u i l d i n g t h a t was o r i g i n a l l y a back 
porch. This enclosure took place i n the 1930's. 

The i n t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g e x h i b i t s decorative v a r i e d wood treatments com­
posed of paneled w a l l s , spindlework, and carved woodwork. A l l doors 
e x h i b i t ornate brass hinges and black p o r c e l a i n knobs. Some i n t e r i o r 
w a l l s e x h i b i t decorative p l a s t e r work. A decorative balustrade i s en­
hanced by a walnut newel post w i t h r o s e t t s . Fireplaces are ornate 
simulated marble. The rooms are q u i t e l a r g e w i t h oak f l o o r i n g on 
the f i r s t f l o o r . 

The Cincinnati Historic Inventory completed for the City Planning Commission by 
the Miami Purchase Association identified only these two properties on Beech Avenue 
as having historic or architectural significance. No historic d i s t r i c t potential 
is present on Beech Avenue. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Constructed i n c. 1886 the Queen Anne s t y l e d b u i l d i n g a t 1128 Beech Avenue 
i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r y because i t e x h i b i t s d i s t i n c t i v e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the s t y l e . The asymmetrical composition i s enhanced by 
the la r g e massing of elements p a r t i c u l a r l y the strong gable w a l l dormers. 

The u t i l i z a t i o n of mixed w a l l m a t e r i a l s , p r o j e c t i n g bays asymmetri.cal 
plan , and la r g e corbeled chimneys are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the s t y l e . This 
b u i l d i n g e x h i b i t s these c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 

The b u i l d i n g s most famous r e s i d e n t was J. A l f r e d Schehl (1882-1959) 
who purchased the house i n 1919 f o r $5,000.00. Mr. Schehl i s remembered 
i n C i n c i n n a t i f o r h i s musical accomplishments. He c o n t r i b u t e d t o music 
i n C i n c i n n a t i and t o the music of the Catholi c Church throughout America. 
A f t e r r e c e i v i n g an e a r l y musical t r a i n i n g he bacame, a t age 16 the or­
ga n i s t a t St. Stanislaus and s t a r t e d p l a y i n g the organ f o r the C i n c i n n a t i 
Symphony from 1898 t o 1908. 

During h i s l i f e he composed over 50 major works f o r organ music. Among 
these were l i g h t masses and the St. C e c i l i a Hymnal. This was the o f f i c i a l 
hymnal of the Archdiocese of C i n c i n n a t i and was used e x t e n s i v e l y through­
out the United States. He i s rememb^ also as the long time o r g a n i s t f o r 
the St. Lawrence Church i n C i n c i n n a t i and f o r g i v i n g v i o l i n , piano and 
organ lessons. 

The b u i l d i n g a t 1120 Beech Avenue i s s i g n i f i c a n t because of i t s character­
i s t i c V i c t o r i a n a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g . I t s asymmetrical plan and f a ­
cades, mixed w a l l treatment and decorative r o o f treatment are character­
i s t i c of the a r c h i t e c t u r a l exhuberance associated w i t h the per i o d . Con­
s t r u c t e d i n c. 1885 the b u i l d i n g e x h i b i t s the a r c h i t e c t u r a l thought of 
the p e r i o d f o r i n c o r p o r a t i n g v a r i e d d e t a i l s and elements t h a t composed 
a v i s u a l d i s p l a y of form and workmanship. ' ' * " 

Because the two b u i l d i n g s are adjacent t o each other, separated by a 
landscaped l o t , the two, when taken together create a d i s t i n c t i v e v i s u a l 
and a r c h i t e c t u r a l s e t t i n g . The remainder of the b u i l d i n g s are of the 
same scale, but of le s s a r c h i t e c t u r a l d i s t i n c t i o n . 

Presently both b u i l d i n g s have owners who are sympathetic t o r e s t o r e and 
maintain them. ; . - » 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

1120 Beech Avem-ie i s on a l o t measuring 60' x 120' . i. .. 
1128 Beech Avenue i s on a combined l o t measuring 120' x 240' 
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Beech Avenue Houses 
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