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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The McCracken-'MCFarland House is a wood frame structure, presently resting on
a ceramic block foundation. It is sheathed in shiplap siding trimmed with endboards.
It features a 5-bay facade, with the main entrance to the house located in the center
bay. This entrance features a handsome trabeated door with transom and sidelights
presently of red glass. A hipped roof open frame porch, supported by Tuscan columns,
is inset two feet from each end of the house and extends across much of:..the front
side. The windows are flat-arched but are set in casings with slightly pitched tops.
Presently the windows on the front and sides are two-over-two lights; those on
the rear contain the original six-over-six configuration. The main portion of the
house is capped with a slate-covered gable roof, distinguished by inset gable-end
chimneys. The house appears to have been ell-shaped in original plan. At least
two comparatively early wood frame .additions were made to the structure. a 26'x20"h
gable—roof addition on the south side of the rear wall, ‘and a 7'x14" " wood frame =
addition with a 6'x9" open frame porch, appended to the first addition. As noted
above, the additions retain the multi-light window sash.

The house originally stood at the northeast corner of Steubenville Avenue and
North Eighth Street, and was oriented toward the south. 1In 1915 the structure was
moved about two hundred feet to its present location at which time the present
foundation was laid and the porch added. The house was moved by James MacFarland
who was about to build a Neo-Classical Revival residence on the site, but who
realized the significance of the earlier structure. No outbuildings exist.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The McCracken-McFarland House is one of the few examples of settlemént architecture
which remain in the city of Cambridge, and is an intact esmample of Greek-Revival-influ-
enced tradition architecture. If was built for one of the town's most important civic
leaders, William McCracken (1787-1872) and was later the.home of an exceptlonal re-
ligious leader-The Rev. N. William McFarland . (1832-1910).

‘McCracken, a natiye Pennsylvanian, came to the Guernsey County seat-in 1809 and |
‘became the village blacksmith. His services were in such demand that his customers

- collected enough money to pay another man to take his place during the War of 1812.
He probably built this house during the 1820's, since a new brick residence was con-
structed for him nearby about 1830. Although not residing in the older house after
completing the newer one, he did retain ownership.of the property until 1867, when
he sold it to a William Clark for $2500. In 1868, Clark sold it to Rev. McFarland
for $3500, indicating that perhaps one of the additions to the rear of the house was
made during Clark's one-year ownership.

William McFarland was born in New Afhens, Harrison County, Ohio and graduated in
1849 from Franklin College, of New Athens. In 1854, he graduated from Allegheny
Theological Seminary, and later served on its board of trustees. He was ordained into
the Presbyterian ministry in 1857 and was installed into the pastorate of the Cambridge
United Presbyterian Church in 1860. Ironically, the United Presbyterian Church in
Cambridge had been founded in 1822 by William McCracken, whose house McFarland occupied
for more than forty years. In 1862, Rewv. McFarland enlisted in the 97th Ohio Volun-
teer Infantry and served as that unit's chaplain until 1865, when he returned to his
Cambridge pulpit. For twenty-eight years he was treasurer of the Muskingum Presbytery.
He retired in 1900 and died in his Steubenville Avenue home on January 10, 1910.

As noted in the foregoing description of the property, the house was moved to its
present location in 1915. Jeanette McFarland, Rev. McFarland's daughter retained
possession of the house until 1966, when the Guernsey County Historical Society took
possession of the building for their museum.
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Revised Significance Statement

The McCracken-McFarland House is nominated for its significance to
the early settlement history of the city of Cambridge and also for its
association with a lTong-time leading religious figure in the community.
The house also posesses a secondary significance in the area of architecture,
being a generally intact example of classically-influenced vernacular
residential architecture. While it is Tikely that much of Cambridge's
early architecture was similar to this particular structure, all but a few
examples have disappeared from the scene.

The house was built for one of the town's most important early civic
leaders, William McCracken (1787-1872), a native Pennsylvanian who came
to Guernsey County in 1809 and became the village blacksmith. His services
were in such demand that his customers collected enough money to pay a
substitute for him in the War of 1812. He probably had this home built in
the early 1820s since a new brick dwelling was constructed nearby for him
in the early 'thirties. Although he did not reside in the older house
after completing the newér one, he did retain ownership of the property until
shortly before his death, selling it to a William Clark in 1867 for $2500.
Since Clark sold it the next year for $3500, it seems 1ikely that some improvement
(probably an addition) was made during his one-year ownership.

In 1868 the Rev. Dr. William H. McFarland (1832-1910) purchased the
house from William Clark. McFarland had assumed the pastorate of the
Cambridge United Presbyterian Church nine years before, and for the next
thirty years was to play a central role in the religious and civic 1ife of
the Guernsey County seat. Dr. McFarland was born in New Athens, Harrison
County, Ohio, and graduated in 1848 from Franklin College, which was located
in his home town. Five years later he graduated from the Allegheny Theological
Seminary, an institution which he was later to serve as a member of its
board of trustees. He was ordained into the Presbyterian ministry in 1857,
and was installed into the pastorate of the Cambridge United Presbyterian Church
three years later. Interestingly, the Cambridge U. P. Church was one of the
oldest organized congregations in the town, having seen its formal organization
in 1822 under the influence of William McCracken, whose home McFarland was to
occupy for more than forty years. In 1862, Dr. McFarland enlisted in the
97th Ohio Volunteer Infantry and served as that unit's chaplain until 1865,
when he returned to his Cambridge pulpit. He was a tremendously active
civic Teader, and was particularly involved with the Tocal monumental association
which in 1903 erected the Soldiers' Monument which still stands in front of
the county court house. Retiring at the end of a forty-year pastorate at the
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Revised Significance Statement, page 2

Cambridge church, McFarland related that in his pastorate there he had preached
4450 sermons, attended 2820 prayer meetings, made 2400 public addresses

(ample indication of his civic involvement), baptised 621, received 1384 new
members, conducted 700 funerals, performed 538 marriages, and had made

21,000 pastoral visits. He also served twenty-eight vears as treasurer of the
Muskingum Presbytery. He retired in 1900 and died at his home on Steubenville
Avenue on January 10, 1910.

After Dr. McFarland's death, the property remained in his family for
over fifty years. His son, James, wished to build a new home on the site
of the old homestead, so he arranged to have the old house moved to its
present site, approximately 200 feet to the north of its original location,
in 1915. No documentation exists dealing with this move, but it seems Tikely
that the present open porch was added to the facade at that time. Jeanette
McFarland, Dr. McFarland's schoolteacher-daughter, retained posession of the
house until 1966 when it was presented to the Guernsey County Historical
Society for use as its museum.
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Cambridge, “Ohio : 81 6 79
Photo By David L. Taylor, 1976
Negative #GUE - 1-2-1, filed at
Ohio University-zZanesville,
Zanesville, Ohio #H/ o 5
View of main facade, foom the

northwest, JUL 181978






MCCRACKEN - MCFMD,Z%?S%/L? &

Cambridge, Ohio #’W:j/

Photo By David L. Taylor, 6/78

Negative #GUE - 9+41-1, filed at
Ohio Universsty-Zanesville,
Zanesville, Ohio FEB 1§

View of rear, from the northeast, |
showing new foundation and ad-

.> ditions. JUL 181978
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MCERACKEN-MacFARLAND HOUS E
Cambridge, Ohio

N
Photo copied by Dagégfﬁﬁgij?
v B ‘317Z/3¥

Negative filed at Ohio
University-Zanesville,
Zanesville, OhioFffR 14 1979

Neg. # GUE-6-3-2

View of facadé prior to

1915, showing original
multi-light window con-

figuration JUL 181978
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Dr. William Murtagh, Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service
Department of the Interior

18th & C Streets, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Enclosed are@ nominations recently returned by your staff for more infor-
mation:

Z——McCracken-McFarland House, Guernsey County
(_«¢Sarxchet, Peter, House, Guernsey County
|_Beech Avenue Houses, Hamilton County
L«Mbrgan Mansion, Jackson County
_—~€laysville School, Muskingum County
L—TGalligher, James House, Muskingum County
l-Blockapm—Rolls House, Muskingum County
“Peairs,  Homestead, Muskingum County

-South Salem Academy, Ross County
(_~Vanmeter Church Street House, Ross County

If we can provide any additional information, please let us know.

Sincerely,

i Clga D

Thomas H. Smith
State Historic Preservation Officer
Director, Ohio Historical Society

THS:cw

Ohflo [Mistoric Preservaltion Office

Ohio Historical Center I-71 & 17th Avenue Columbus, Ohio 43211 (614) 466-8727
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Date Entered  FEB 151979

|

Morgan Mansion

far Wellaton
Jackson County
Beech Avenue Houses

s | Ao dte
NSy HALEC

u..:
lardi lton Couaty

MecCracken-McFarland House Carbridge

nasey County

Also Notified
Honorable Howard M. Metzenbaum

Honorable John H. Glean, Jr. State Historie Preszrvatlon Offilcer
Houarable Clarence 2. Miller Dr. Thonmas H, Snith
Honorable Thoras A. Luken Director

Honorable Deuglas Applegate Tha Ohio Historical Socict
o &

Intarstate 71 at 17th Avenue
Colunhusg, Ohio 43211

<\NR Byers/bjr 2/23/79

R oy

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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date of entry county code®
NAME as it appears on federal register: (@ OTHER NAMES: ﬁ
O McCracken-McFarland House ‘ i 59
® LOCATION street & number city / town vicinxty of state county NPS REGION:
216 N. 8th St. Cambridge OH Guernsey MW

@ ADMINISTRATOR:
I STATE O FEDERAL

Pavia"t vrufren {om?

(@) owNER RPRIVATE (ISTATE CIMUNICIPAL _CICOUNTY COMULTIPLE DFEDERM(‘!'"CY name)

® 0
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ACCESS [ YES=Restricted []YES -Unrestricted [JNo Access [JUnknown l@AﬂAPTWE use OJYES DNO‘@ SAVED? DD YES ] IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT? (Jyes(no
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