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The Columbiana County Infirmary is a complex of four brick buildings, three of 
which flank three sides of a grassy rectangular courtyard on the side of a slight eleva­
tion. A county road is at the base of the elevation and a fourth building, the power 
house, is located across the road from this grouping. 

The northernmost building surrounding the courtyard, the superintendent's house, 
was probably built about 1845 although the county histories and commissioners journals 
are unclear as to the exact date of construction. It is a 2 1/2 story brick 
building laid in common bond upon a cut stone foundation and full basement. The house 
has a gable slate roof and a 6 bay facade measuring 52 feet and 3 bay side elevations 
measuring 32 feet. The windows are 6/6 double hung sash throughout and have stone lug 
sills and flat lintels. A single story wooden porch supported with square columns and 
a concrete block foundation extends across the facade and covers the main entrance re­
cessed within sidelights and a transom. A metal fire escape reaches to the 2nd floor 
level on the eastern elevation and there are doorways at the first floor level at the 
rear and western side elevation. ^ .̂ 

The main building or men's dormitory as i t is now known forms the western side of 
the courtyard. Built in 1861, i t is a T-shaped three-story masonry building with the 
first level in stone and the upper two in brick. I t has a gabled slate roof and a single 
metal ventilator shaft in the center of the roof. The 100' wide facade features a 
simple, open two-story veranda and is regularly pierced with 6/6 double hung windows 
with plain stone sills and lintels. 

The southernmost building around the courtyard is "the insane building" or women's 
dormitory built in 1873. I t is a 60' by 40' two-story brick building constructed on 
a full cut stone basement. I t has a gabled slate roof with two mental ventilator shafts 
in the peak. The gable end facade which faces the county road has an open two-story 
wooden pOrch. The side elevations have been stuccoed although portions of this covering 
have fallen off. 

Across the road from the insane building is a functionally designed two-story 
boiler built in 1880. It has regularly spaced segmental arched 2/2 windows and a 
asphalt shingle covered hipped roof. A 45 foot square smokestack is at the southern 
end of the boiler. The boiler is s t i l l operable to heat the complex with steam. 

The boundaries are drawn to include only these four structures and a small stone 
underground storage building adjacent to the main building. Other buildings are on 
the grounds but are too recent to meet the criteria nor do they have architectural 
significance. The original turn-of-the-century barn exists to the west of the nominated 
complex but is visually unrelated and has been surrounded with contemporary structures 
connected with the county dog kennel that have adversely affected its integrity. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Since the organization of the earliest counties in the state the county governments 
have felt compelled to provide for their indigent and mentally i l l populace. This resulted 
in the construction of "poor houses" and infirmaries. Few counties in the state however, 
have the excellent complex at the Columbiana County Infirmary. These four masonry build­
ings surrounding a grassy courtyard constitutes a^iattractive and impressive 19th century 
grouping. While they are not constructed in any identifiable architectural style, these 
buildings illustrate the utilitarian vernacular forms common to institutional structures 
erected in the 19th century. 

The Columbiana County Commissioners,, l,ike. many others in the state, considered farm 
latJor to be the most therapeutic environment for the county's indigent and mentally i l l 
population. As a consequence, in 1829 they purchased a 200 acre farm several miles west 
of Lisbon. There was apparently a braced frame structure on the farm which was re­
habilitated and a new "poor house" was constructed. About 1845 these buildings were re­
placed by the present superintendent's house. In 1861 the large T-shaped building which 
forms the western side of the complex was constructed and an additional 133 acres was 
purchased. By 1872 this arrangement was found to be inadequate and "an institution of 
wider scope" was developed to care for the "infirm and unfortunate" of the county. This 
included the renovation of the superintendent's house and the construction of the insane 
building on the southern edge of the complex. These Infirmary buildings were painted red 
and reportedly made arjattractive contrast to the large white frame barn to the rear of the 
grouping. The steam heating plant across the road from the insane building was constructed 
in 1880. 

The population of the Infirmary was generally over 100 and included a majority of 
indigents and a far smaller percentage of "insane, "epileptic," and "idiotic." At the turn 
of the century, a Mr. and Mrs. E.R. Riddle served as the superintendent and matron. They 
supervised the cultivation of hay, wheat,and all the vegetables utilized at the Infirmary. 
The 1905 county history noted with pleasure that the population of the Infirmary had de­
creased between 1880 and 1905 which was attributed to the "enhanced conditions of health, 
industry and prosperity throughout the county." 
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