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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Henry H. Timken barn is a circular brick structure approximately
125 feet in diameter with a circular courtyard approximately 80 feet in
diameter. The building, which formerly housed animal stalls, is 22 feet
wide and one story tall. It has small regularly-spaced windows on both
the interior and exterior elevations, and steep gable roofs surfaced
with slate and vented by projecting shed-roof louvers facing the courtyard.
This circular structure is accented by four round towers, 26 feet in
diameter and two stories in height. The towers have conical slate roofs,
wide eaves, and cylindrical shafts with flared bases. There is a contin-
uous corbeled sill under the exterior windows on the second floor.
There are also rectangular windows and doors on both floors, facing
both the courtyard and the exterior. The western tower has two round-
arched entrances with wooden doors and three rows of brick waqussovirs.
All of the walls are constructed of dark serrated brick, and mos¢ of
‘the windows are boarded up or broken.

The structure contains four undivided curved rooms. They have open
metal-truss ceilings, concrete floors, and brick walls. These rooms are
connected by corridors on the inside wall of the building. The corridors
give access to several small storage rooms and a larger room in eaéh
tower which opens into both the courtyard and the exterior. Some of

the ground-floor tower rooms have white glazed tile walls. The second
floor in each tower has an open metal-truss roof, a reinforced concrete
floor, and some ruined wooden bins and machinery used in the sorting
and storage of feed. Most of the interior's non-structural partitions
have been removed and its remaining equipment vandalized.

The building stands on a wooded grassy knoll with small scrub trees
growing adjacent to the exterior wall and within the courtyard. There
is an exit ramp from Interstate 77 to the east, a residential develop-
ment to the north, an office building to the west, and a major street
on the south, whose construction has exposed part of the barn's
foundation wall.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Henry H. Timken barn, with its circular plan enclosing a courtyard

and its four round towers,
In addition,

State of Ohio.

is a unique architectural structure in the
it is the last remaining significant building

from the estate of one of the nation's leading industrialists.

Henry H. Timken was born in St.

Louis in 1868.

His father Henry Timken

gained a national reputation as the inventor of the modern roller bearing.

The two sons,

Henry H. and William,

took over the Timken Roller Bearing

Axle Company one year after it was organized in 1898. The Company
became Canton's largest industry and the world's largest roller bearing

manufacturer. In addition to leading the Timken Company,
was an executive or director of the Timken Steel and Tube ®Pivision,

Henry H.

Timken
the

Timken-Detroit Axle Company, and the Hercules Motor Corporation.
Timken's civic efforts included the establishment of the Timken Foundation,
the ownership of the Canton Daily News, and support of Canton's YMCA
and Timken Vocational School.

Henry H. Timken built his estate on the northwest edge of Canton following

the enormous expansion of the company during World War I.
there until his death in 1940.

He resided

The main house was located on the present

site of the Timken-Mercy Hospital, and the estate has been divided by

the route of Interstate 77.

highway,
class.

ring of a roller bearing is striking.
plan reflects the inventiveness,
the Timken family.

The barn,

executive character,

located just to the west of the

is a monumental relic of the early twentieth century wealthy
The coincidental resemblance of the circular plan to the cage
The ingenuity of the architectural
and industry of
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Timken Estate Barn
Canton Stark Co. Ohio
E. Johannesen 1978 W.R.H.S

1. South elevation, looking N.
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2. SW elevation, looking NE
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Timken Estate Barn
Canton Stark Co. Ohio
E. Johannesen 1978 WRHS

DBEC 25 8%

3. Courtyard, north tower,
lookln% Ea,st 4 1978
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Timken Estate Barn
Canton Stark Co. Ohio

E. Johannesen 1%7& W.R.H.S.
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4. Courtyard, west tower,
looking South
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STATE giia

Date Entered uc 3‘_,‘}& PR

Name Location

Stuart's Cpera House ivelsoavilla
Athens County

Chagria Fzlls Triangle Park Commercial District Chagrin Falls
Cuyshoga County
Mendon Town Hall Mendon
Mercer County
Ritter, William, House Mansfield
Richland County
Mountain House Chillicothe
Ross County
Sidney Waterworks and Electric Light Building Sidney

Shelby County

f‘Timken, Henry H., Barn : Canton
Stark County

Bair, Jacob H., House Canton vicinity
Stark County

Unionville District School Unionville
Lzke County

Also Notified

Honorable John Glernn, Jr.
Honorable Clarence Miller
Honorable Charles A, Vanik
Honorable Tennyson CGuyer
Honorable John M. Ashbrook
Honorable William H. Harsha
Honorable Ralph Regula
Honorable John W. Stanton

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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STATE auTO

pate Entered _BEC 29 W

Name Location

Cast, Matthizs, Youse and General Store Mzria Stein
Mercer County

Lorain Lighthouss Lorain
Lorain County

Immaculate Conception Church, School and Rectory Cincinnati
Hamilton County

Also Notified

Honorable Howard M. Metzenbaum

FEonorable DNonald Pease State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Willis D. Gradison, Jr. Dr. Thomas H. Smith
Director

The Ohio Historical Society
Interstate 71 at 17th Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43211

NR Byers/bjr 1/23/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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