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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

DAYTON DAILY NEWS BUILDING

The Dayton Daily News Building is a three-story rectangular Beaux Arts style
building standing on a high foundation in the commercial core of Dayton. The
facade facing east is on Ludlow Street; the south side is on Fourth Street; and
the north side and rear are masked by additions. The north addition and the
second addition (under construction) to the rear are in effect adjacent buildings
of a continuous urban streetscape which nelther detract from nor add to the
historié¢ qualities of this ‘building., '~ k . 5 il

The three-bay facade has a Roman Corinthian colonnade of attached:-columns.
The central tabernacle entrance breaks the high foundation. There is an arched
stone doorway with intrados of decorated panels; double doors in an architrave
frame and foliated cornice and panels in wood above the door. The doorway is
surrounded by an elaborate stone frontispiece of fluted Doric columns supporting
a broken cornice segmental pediment which encompasses a decorative cartouche with
cornucopia supporters.

The central bay over the doorway advances slightly and has four single-light
mullion casement windows. The windows of the four ranges are 1/1 double hung
sash. The first range is faced in granite and set off by a stone cornice. The
second range adds lights to the high-ceilinged ground floor. - The dull red-
painted wood curtain wall has an elaboration of panels, interrupted cornices and
panel-faced pilasters which give a very busy effect.

" The elaborate Roman Corinthian entabulature has a flabelliform ornamented
cyma recta with lion masks, dentiles, decorated bed molding, acanthus scroll
frieze, corrupt leaf architrave molding and more palm motif on the architrave
fascia. The parapet has an interrupted laurel torus molding below the cap and
antefixes at each post.

The six bays on the south side have Corinthian pilasters in lieu of the
colonnade and the voids are Chicago windows with the same wood curtain wall
found on the facade. Each bay has an attic window in tne frieze.

A four-bay press room addition is similar in detail; however the entabulature
is reduced to a cornice, the windows are enlarged and a truck entrance is in
the right bay. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
i P - fw -

This excellent Beaux Arts classic building designed by Alberth. Pretzinger
r ST

was completed in 1910. The press building addition to the rear was added in
1922 and:designed by the same firm.

Dayton Newspapers was the creation of James Middleton Cox (1876<1957).
Born in nearby Butler County, Cox became the editor and publisher of The Dayton
Daily News in 1898, After serving as a member of Congress he was elected in
1912 to the first of three terms as governor of Ohio. Cox's career in politics
culminated in 1920 with his nomination as the Democratic Party candidate for
President of the United States.

When Mr. Cox approached Winters Bank for a loan to build a new newspaper
building, Valentine Winters declined, saying, "Why, I didn't think you were
making your salt. Newspapers have never been known to earn money. . Of course
we can't accommodate you." TR T e

"It was that very thing which prompted us [pbxj'tbderect”E”Vérngttraétive
building, classic in-its features, looking more.like a bank than_§“p§w§paper
plant. It was to symbolize the solid institution, which the public was late to
recognize." .

This is Cox's autobiographical account, which is quite genteel. The story
as I have it from old newspaper hands is that Cox was madder than a wet hen and
gruffly told his architect to "build me a damn bank."

Albert A. Pretzinger, the architect, was Dayton-born and Dayton-trained.
He apprenticed with Leon Beaver and developed his skills in the well-known local
firm of Peters and Burns with whom he became a partner in 1893. Edward P.
Musselman, listed as draftsman on this project in 1910, became a partner. The
firm still exists as Pretzinger and Pretzinger, the third generation, in the
Reibold Building designed by Albert A. Pretzinger.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated property is at the northwest corner of Ludlow and Fourth Street,
and consists of the south part of Lot #176 in the Third Ward of Dayton.
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DAYTON DAILY NEWS BUILDING
Dayton, Montgomery County, Ohio
Loren Gannon Regional Office 5HA

December 1977
JUN % 61978

#1 Facade and south side from the southeast

1

WOV 30 1978
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Dayton, Montgomery County, Ohio
Loren Gannon Regional Office SHA
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#3 Fourth Street view from the ?
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DAYTON NEWSPAPERS BUILDING

Dayton, Ohio
Loren Gannon Regional Office 5HA
December 1977

#3 Building from southeast showing
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Date Entersd NOV 3 0 1978

Name
Ferguson, Andrew, House
Stanbery, Edwin, Office
Wooster Public Square Historie District

@ton Daily News Building

Riley, Calvin E., House

Christ Episcopal Church
Woodland Cemetery Gateway, Chapel, and Office

Most Pure Heart of Mary Church

Also Notified . 5

- Honorable Howard M. Metzenbaum

Location

West Lafayette vicinity
Coshocton County

Granville vicinity
Licking County

Wooster
Wayne County

Dayton
Montgomery County

Celina
Mercer County

Oberlin
Lorain County

Dayton
Montgomery County

Shelby
Richland County

Honorable John H. Glenn, Jr. State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable John M. Ashbrook Dr. Thomas H. Smith

Honorable Ralph Regula Director :

Honorable Charles W. Whalen The Ohio Eistorical Soclety

- Honorable Tennyson Guyer Interstat 71 at 17th Avenue
Honorable Donald J. Pease Columbus, Ohio 43211
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