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The Hopper House and barns were b u i l t ca. 1857. The remaining complex consists 
of the main house with summer kitchen, a large animal and hay storage barn, 
carriage barn, springhouse, seed barn, and granary. A l l buildings are on their 
original locations and have few major alterations. 

The two story farmhouses is T-shaped in plan, b u i l t of brick on a coursed stone 
foundation. There is a smooth stone water table. The entrance is centered in 
the 3-bay facade (north). The doorway has sidelights and a rectangular transom. 
There is a one-bay entrance porch. Square p i l l a r s support the bracketed frieze 
and f l a t roof. The second floor has a doorway which opens onto the roof of the 
entrance porch. I t is l i k e l y that at one time there was a more elaborate, two-
story porch across the front onto which this door opened. Windows are 6/6 light 
with plain stone s i l l s and l i n t e l s . A l l windows have louvered wood shutters. 
The frieze and gable are plain. The roof is gabled and there are two inside 
end chimneys. There are three windows per floor across the west gable end and 
two per floor across the east end. To the rear is a centrally placed two-story 
section flanked by one-story shed roofed brick additions. The two story section 
has two 6/6 light windows per side which match those of the front section. 
The ridgelines of the gable roofs intersect and there is an inside end chimney ^ _ 
on the south end. The one-story addition on the west is early but had recently 
undergone an unsympathetic alteration. A f u l l size window was replaced with 
a smaller one and the brick was not very expertly replaced. The east side 
addition is an enclosed porch of recent date. Attached to the 2-story section 
is a 2-story frame summer kitchen with an exterior bake oven at the rear. The 
rectangular kitchen structure has unfortunately been sided over and windows have 
been altered. The structure was in a very deteriorated condition and the 
rehabilitation was not sensitively done. A 1973 photo shows the building in i t s 
original configuration. The kitchen has a gable roof with open belfry; the ridge-
line runs north-south. Originally the kitchen had a door placed toward the south 
end flanked by 9/6 light windows. Above these lower windows were 6/6 light 
windows. The north end of the 2nd floor was cantilevered over an open space 
below, supported on the north end by square posts. The open area acted as a 
breezeway-porch. The windows and porch have a l l be altered when the building 
was sided in 1975. 

The large two-story bam is 41' x 71'. The ridgeline of the gable roof runs N-S. 
The west side has a double sliding door above which there is a gable. Within the 
gable is a square, mulit-paned l i g h t . The gable is covered with scalloped shingles; 
the bam is covered with asbestos shingles. There are pointed arch, louvered 
openings placed high in the building. The gable roof once had two cupolas. There 
is a shed-roofed, one-story addition on the south end. 

The 1-1/2 story carriage house is also frame, measuring 33' x 14'. The north side 
has four sets of double doors across the lower level. Each door has a small round 
window.There is a gable centered on this side. The large square cupola is 
centered on the gable roof. Each side of the cupola has two windows. Intersecting 
gable roofs top the cupola. The east end has a shed-roofed addition. 
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The springhouse is a 5' square structure b u i l t of brick. Diamond pattern 
brick work foiir.s air vents on three sides. The north side has a simple 
door. The roof is hipped and terminates with a small f i n i a l at the peak. 

The seed house is a 16' x 21', 1-1/2 story, gable roofed building without 
much distinguishing detail. I t is sided with vertical plank siding. 

The granary is very dilapitated. The 2-story building was once one of the 
finest of the farm's outbuildings. I t measures 14' x 20'. The gable roof 
runs north-south. The east and west sides have a centered gable. 
Within the gable is a narrow window flanked by louvered sidelights. There 
is a door on the lower level of the east side and two small second story 
windows. There is a square cupola with intersecting gable roofs. Each 
side has a window which has louvered sidelights. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Though the outbuildings are not in the best state of preservation, the complex 
is an excellent collection of mid-19th century agricultural structures. The 
house is in good repair and has an excellent early interior. Though simple 
the proportions are excellent. The repeated use of small gables and cupolas 
as decorative features provides considerable unity to the property. They 
provide one of the most complete farm complexes in southwest Ohio. 

The complex was b u i l t by William Baumgardner about 1857. His father, Jacob, 
brought his family, including Williara, to Miami County, Bethel Township, 
in 1835 from Pennsylvania where he had been a farmer. William was born in 1812, 
He became a very prosperous farmer with considerable landholdings. In 1860 
his real estate was valued at $24, 425. 

Around 1870 David Mann purchased the Hopper House and farm. He, too, had 
come from Pennsylvania where he was bom in 1806. The farm remained in the 
Mann family u n t i l the 1940's when the Hoppers acquired i t . 
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