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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Palace Theatre Building i s a rectangular, reinforced 
concrete structure. I t s c l a s s i c a l l y inspired facade of t e r r a 
cotta with cut stone d e t a i l s along the parapet and corners, con­
tains wide o f f i c e windows on the second f l o o r , showroom windows 
fo r four stores along the stre e t , and a central marquee and r e ­
cessed theatre entrance. 

The i n t e r i o r i s even more elaborate. This includes a marble-
floored foyer, a carpeted lobby with fireplaces at either end, and 
a .59 acre auditorium decorated i n the I t a l i a n Renaissance s t y l e . 
The 3500 square foot stage has a Wurlitzer pipe organ, an orchestra 
p i t , and ten dressing rooms with shower f a c i l i t i e s . The broad 
proscenium arch has f l o r a l decoration encased i n panels arranged 
i n a sunburst pattern. Beyond t h i s i s a central 3/4 ton chandelier 
hanging from a dome 20 feet i n diameter and side walls of round-
arches, Tuscan p i l a s t e r s , and intervening pateras. The auditorium, 
loge, and two box seats have a capacity of 1950 people. 

The lobby i s two stories i n height with more of a Venetian 
Gothic character. This i s conveyed by frescoes, antiqued stucco, 
and extensive terrazo and t i l e work which i s carried i n t o the smaller 
public spaces and restrooms. 

The ove r a l l impression of the Palace Theatre i s that of over­
whelming size and grandeur coupled with l a v i s h d e t a i l . One i s 
constantly aware that the i n t e r i o r decoration has no functional 
purpose other than as a stage-set f o r the audience i t s e l f . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Palace Theatre was the largest theater of i t s kind i n Ohio 
as w611 as an excellent example of the dramatic possibilities of the 
l a t e 1920*s a r c h i t e c t u r a l eclecticism. 

The building replaced the Old State Theatre which was destroyed 
, " by a tornado that swept through Lorain on June2S, 1924. President 

Silverman of the Variety Amusement Company wanted the new theatre 
to be the best of his 16 other properties i n Northern Ohio. He 
spent $500,000 i n eight months f o r a "tornado-proof" concrete struc­
ture which was then the largest one-floor theatre i n the state. I t 
featured one of the largest Wurlitzer pipe organs then available and 
an unusual f i r e - p r o o f projection room. The i n t e r i o r ' s p a l a t i a l 

<. image was made possible by craftsmen from the Venetian Art Mosaic 
Company, the I t a l i a n Fresco and Paint Company, and the Cleveland 
Plastering Company, a l l of which specialized i n theatre decoration. 

On the Palace's opening night, A p r i l 19, 192^, the t a l k i n g movie 
device, the Vitaphone, was heard fo r the f i r s t time i n Lorain. 
Legitimate theater, charity shows, and vaudeville acts soon brought 
large crowds to what was advertised as the "Temple of Amusement 
dedicated t o the Future Progress of Lorain". 4 

The Palace Theatre Building i s an important landmark i n the 
Lorain community, both at the time of i t s construction and now as 
the focus of a broad-based e f f o r t to restore i t . The theatre i s 

4 : • both unique fo r Lorain and t y p i c a l of an era i n which physical 
^̂•:' luxury and public entertainment were highly regarded. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE OHIO 

Date Entered MAR 3 0 1978 

Name Location 

Buckner, Dr. P h i l i p , House and 
Barn • 

Boeael, J u l i u s , House 

Vest Union School 

Palace Theatre Building 

Devanney Site 
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Hon. Tennyson Guyer 
Hon. Clarence £. Miller 
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State H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Officer 

Dr. Thomas H. Smith 
Director, The Ohio H i s t o r i c a l 

Society 
I n t e r s t a t e 71 at 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 
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