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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT X DETERIORATED —_UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD X RUINS X ALTERED —MOVED DATE
X_FAIR —_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In January 1978, a fire caused extensive damage to the house described in this
nomination. The kitchen wing was gutted; it is roofless and a portion of the
north wall has collapsed. The main block has smoke damage throughout it. Fire
damage is observed in the north half adjoining the kitchen wing and on the exterior
at the front center doorway.

The Joseph Armstrong Farm stands on the edge of a rolling plateau immediately south
of the Holmes and Wayne county line in Salt Creek Township. Broad fields extend
eastward from the farmstead which stands close to the road. To the west, a small
tributary of Dry Run curves around behind the farmstead in the pasture. On the
close horizon, thin treelines and dense woodlots define the view. A radio tower

is observed a mile to the southeast. The farmstead consists of a brick farmhouse
and springhouse; a wooden bank barn, straw barn, silo, two wagon sheds, gra nary,
and garage; and three relatively recent concrete block outbuildings. )

The house is an ell plan of brick construction with a gable roof. The two and a

half story, five by two bay main block faces east; at the northwest corner is the

one and a half story, two by two bay kitchen wing. American common bond was used

with headers every seventh course. The bricks had been painted in the recent past.
The foundation was constructed of sandstone ashlar blocks. The lower courses are
massive and roughly finished; the water table course is composed of thin, long blocks
with a pecked finish surface and chiseled margins. The sandstone lintels and the
projecting lug sills have a chiseled finish. A distinctive feature of the house is
the molded brick cornice formed of several courses; from top to bottom, the cornice

is composed of an ovolo, fillet, and cyma reversa, and then a repeat of these moldings.
It is found on the main block and wing at the eaves and forms returns on the main block
gables.

A porch on the south side of the wing appears to be original. A porch addition on the
north side was destroyed in the fire. A porch across the main block front was an
addition of this century and was removed in the past. The windows are six over six,
double hung sash. The main block features a recessed center doorway with sidelights,
transom, and flanking Tuscan pilasters. Its entablature has been altered and some
of the wood is charred. The main block interior end chimneys were truncated; an
exterior chimney was built on the north gable wall. The wing interior end chimney
remains and it served a massive fireplace. The interior features of the house are
obscured by smoke damage. The moldings appear to have been in the Greek Revival
style. The open center stairway divides the main block. There are four major rooms
on each floor including the wing.

The outbuildings stsmrd behind the house on a valley slope. The brick springhouse

on the south is convenient to the main block ground level cellar door. The barns
form a weathered, gray wood complex to the northwest. The large hewn timber bank
barn stands on a massive sandstone foundation. At either gable peak, three formee
shaped crosses were cut in the vertical board siding. The forebay on the south side
has been obscured with a ground level wall and the addition of the silo and straw
barn. These with several wagon sheds and the gra nary form a enclosed space before
the bank barn. ;
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Though the house has been seriously damaged, it still retains a major portion of its
significant architectural features. The gutted kitchen wing is the most serious loss.
Exterior restoration of the main block which will require repair or restoration of the
windows and the doorway appears feasible. The reconstruction of the wing, particularly
its cornice, is more problematic. The outbuildings are generally in need of repair.
The recent concrete block outbuildings are small and of minor visual importance.

Item Number 9 Major Bibliographical References continued

National Archives. 1820 Census Population Schedules, Wayne Co., Salt Creek Twp.

(Microcopy #33, Roll #93, Ohio Vol. 8).
Raber, Nellie. Wills of Holmes Co., Records A and L. Sept. 22, 1825 to Mar. 8, 1869.

Lakewood, no date.

GPO 892 455
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PERIOD
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X 1800-1899 __COMMERCE
__1900- __COMMUNICATIONS
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__COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

__CONSERVATION —LAW

—ECONOMICS —LITERATURE
__EDUCATION —MILITARY
—_ENGINEERING —MusIC

X EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —_PHILOSOPHY
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—INVENTION
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—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
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—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES cal816-26

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Joseph Armstrong Farm is significant in the areas of settlement, agriculture,

and architecture.
Irish immigrant family.

The house and many of the farm outbuildings were the creation of an
The farmstead remains relatively intact in the midst of

a rural landscape that continues to be farmed by Amish and some "English" families.

The Armstrong family came to the United States in 1800 from County Cavan, Ulster

Province, Ireland.

County, Pennsylvania where he settled and remained.

The elder Joseph Armstrong brought the family to Westmoreland
In 1816, his son Joseph came

to Salt Creek Township and settled on this farm which was then covered with the

primeval forest.

The younger Joseph, who married Susannah Crowe, died in 1830.

The brick house was apparently built between Armstrong's arrival in 1816 and 1826.
The barn may date from 1850 as is noted in Holmes County auditor's records. The
farm remained within the Armstrong family until 1913 when it was sold to Charles

Sterling, a merchant and banker in nearby Fredericksburg.
descendants of Charles Sterling.

It remains with the
The boundaries define the contiguous land area

which is presently owned by the Sterling heirs and is in active agricultural use.
The Joseph Armstrong Farm was originally a complete quarter section of 160 acres;
the southern portion had been sold to an adjoining farmer.

The Joseph Armstrong Farm is a landmark in this rural area on the Holmes and

Wayne County line.

It is, in a sense, representative of a settlement pattern of

this area in which immigrant families moving westward created an agricultural
livelihood in newly opened lands to the north of the Greenville Treaty Line.
The success of the family is evident in the house which was constructed.
Further, Mr. Armstrong's property and chattel taxes give evidence of his good

fortune.

Its restoration would retain a landmark of importance to the community.



;IR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

.or of State. Holmes County Tax Records , Vol. 638-640. Columbus: 1825-27.
. Wayne County Tax Records, Vol. 1385-93. Columbus: 1816-24.
>owen, B.F.&Co. History of Wayne County, Vol.II. Indianapolis: 1910.
Holmes County Auditor. Appraisal Card #379. Millersburg.
. Tax Duplicate. Millersburg: 1825-26.
Holmes County Recorder. Deed Record, Vol. 81. Millersburg.

[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 95.09
UTM REFERENCES

Al1,7] 412,719, 7,0 |4,500¢119,6,0) Bluzl lal2 719720 lawsdails2d

ZONE EASTING p 30 NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
cl1,7]) |4l2,7]0,1,0] |&y5l0,1]5, 2 0] ol 7] Lal2 71001 0)

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIFTIGN The property includes 85.19 acres in the northwest
quarter of section 29 and 9.90 acres in the northeast quarter of section 30 in Salt
Creek Township, Holmes County, Ohio. The property is described in the Holmes County
Deed Record Volume 195, p. 588, The Estate of Kenneth Paul Sterling, parcel #3 and
parcel #4. An exception of 2.00 acres is described in the Deed Record Volume 198,

p. 741, Arline R. (widow and unmarried) and Dean R. Sterling (ummarried) to Levi J. C.

and Emma Raber; this 2.00 acres had been attached to the 85.19 acres and together
were described as parcel #3.
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The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION
IS RESUBMITTED.

;)

10

12

Description: L O

\
\
\

Statement of S1gmf1cance M\W M/(«A. /?W/{C"m- co/m Confessy—
o] pudaectun mm s‘—l\,&gwmﬁm/w /u@/o///r gt
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Bibliography:

Geographical Data -- Acreage: \
UTM Reference(s): \

Verbal Boundary Descriptioh:

Certification: v \\

Photographic Coverage:

Map Coverage: \

Other: Majﬂ/tL [WM%ZM 7 \\
Y

-
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to ?464945;;( mﬂpjf/ﬂ
on the National Register staff, telephone (R02) 3¥3-¢ 40/

Thank you for your attention to the above items.

Date:

Chief, Branch of Registration

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service






1) Joseph Armstrong Farm

2) Salt Creek Twp., Holmes Co., Ohio
3) George Siekkinen, Jr.

4) April 1, 1978

5) Ohio State U., Mansfield

6) view of farmstead from west

7) #1
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1) Joseph Armstrong Farm

2) Salt Creek Twp., Holmes Co., Ohio
3) George Siekkinen, Jr.

4) April 1, 1978

5) Ohio State U., Mansfield

6) view of farmstead from south

7)  #2

MAY 2 2 1978
NOV 2 7 1975






1) Joseph Armstrong Farm

2) salt Creek Twp., Holmes Co., Ohio
3) George Siekkinen, Jr.

4) April 1, 1978

5) Ohio State U., Mansfield

6) view of house from southeast

7) #3
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NOV 2 7 1978
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1) Joseph Armstrong Farm

2) Salt Creek Twp., Holmes Colyy, Ohie

3) George Siekkinen, Jr.

4) April 1, 1978

5) Ohio State U., Mansfield
6) view of house from southwest

7) #4
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7)

Joseph Armstrong Farm

Salt Creek Twp., Holmes Co., Ohioe

George Siekkinen, Jr.

April 1, 1978

Ohio State U., Mansfield

view of cornice detail, northwest corner
of kitchen wing of house

#5

MAY 2 2 1978
NOV 2 7 1978
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May 15, 1978

Dr. William Murtagh, Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
18th & C Streets N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Transmitted herewith arecggggézlfggr completed National Register nomination
forms. The twenty regular submissions below have been approved by the Ohio
Historic Site Preservation Advisory Board and the owners have been informed
of our intent to nominate them.

Twenty Regular New Submissions

Burgett, Abraham § Rebecca, House § Barn, Brown Co.
Ferguson, Andrew, House, Coshocton Co.

Rodrick Bridge, Coshocton Co.

First Church of Christ in Euclid, Cuyahoga Co.
Bethel Methodist Episcopal Church, Guernsey Co.
Prospect Hill Historic District, Hamilton Co.
Shield's Block, Licking Co.

Breckenridge, Justin, House, Lorain Co.

Oberlin College Historic Resources, Lorain Co.
Starr, Horace, Residence & Carriage Barns, Lorain Co.
Williams, Henry Harrison, House, Lorain Co.

First Church of Christian Scientist, Lucas Co.

St. Paul's United Methodist Church, Lucas Co.

The Toledo Club, Lucas Co.

Universalist Church of Westfield Center, Medina Co.
Bazore Mill, Pickaway Co.

Edwards, John, House, Putnam Co.

Cronenwett, Georg, House, Sandusky Co.

Shelby House, Shelby Co.

Brumback Library, Van Wert Co.

The following three nominations are being forwarded without comment by the Ohio
Historic Site Preservation Advisory Board in compliance with a Memorandum of
Agreement signed in August 1977 between the Advisory Council on Historic Preserva-
tion, the State Historic Preservation Officer, the Ohio Department of Transportation,
and the Mayor of Crestline.

Crestline Conservative Baptist Church, Crawford Co.

Ohhio Historic Preservattdon Ofice

Ohio Historical Center [1-71 & 17th Avenue Columbus, Ohio 43211 (614) 466-8727



v U%% William Murtagh
*  Page 2

Crestline Shunk Museum, Crawford Co.
First United Methodist Church, Crawford Co.

The following single form, should be considered an emergency nomination. This
property has been given preliminary and final approval at the April 28 meeting
of the Ohio Historic Site Preservation Advisory Board to permit the owners to
apply for FY-79 preservation grants-in-aid.

Armstrong, Joseph, Farm, Holmes Co.

Sincerely,

N
O)- PN

N ——
Thomas H. Smith
State Historic Preservation Officer
Director, Ohio Historical Society

THS: cw



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE ___ OHIO

Date Entereda NOV 27 1970

Kame

Rinehart, Hugh T., House

-

( Armstrong, Joseph, Farm

Wallischeck Homestead

Edwards, John, House

Also Notified

Honorable Howard M, Metzenbaum

Honorable John H. Glemn, Jr.
Honorable Tennyson Guyer
Honorable John M. Ashbrook
Honorable Delbert L. Latta

( =

Byers/bjr/ 12/5/78

Location

Uniopolis vicinity
Auglaize County

Fredericksburg vicinity
dolmes County

Fort Recovery vicinity
Mercer County

Leipsic
Putnam County

State Historic Preservation Officer
Dr. Thomas H. Smith

Director

The Ohio Historical Society
Interstate 71 at 17th Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43211
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