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This district is an example of a once rural area which became a sub-
urban area of large and substantial residences. Visually, the dis-
trict is tied together by spacious lawns, trees and greenery in addi-
tion to gas light street lamps and electric boulevard lamps which have
been retained by the City at the residents' request. Thus this once
rural farm area still retains a park-like atmosphere.

The Clifton School &5 = 2.

One of the major landmarks in the district is the Clifton School.

This building occupies the original site of the Resor Academy. The
classical details of this building link it with many of the homes in
the district visually, and the bells in its clock.tower provide an-
other link. The school is yellow brick with stone trim and red tile
roof. The main east facade has a three story center pavilion with
flanking three story wings. There is a two story recessed center por-
tico with Ionic columns and full pediment with cartouche and garlands
in the tympanum. The entry has a segmental arch pediment. The win-
dows of the portico and those flanking the portico on all three levels
have triangular pediments. At the roof level there is another center
triangular pediment with a center anthemion detail. 1In the center of
the convex curved roof is a clock tower. It has a square base with a
clock face on each side and Baroque consoles at the corners. Above is
a domed circular cupola. There are similar smaller cupolas over each
wing.

The Probasco Fountain Y ® 2

In front of the school and slightly to the north is the Probasco Foun-
tain which is being restored by the community. The large oval por-
phyry basin has small outlets on the north and south sides. In the
center rises an octagonal shaft with a bronze plaque on the east side
that has the inscription: "Henry Probasco to the people of Clifton/
1887/Thirsty and ye gave me drink". On the west side is a stylized
bronze flower flanked by two tin cups on chains. Above this shaft
base is a second round porphyry basin and in the center is a fluted
shaft which supports a foliated bronze dome with a water spout in the
center. '

=
The Balsh Carriage House 3 //

To the south of the school is the former carriage house of the Balsh
estate. This is a large one and a half story structure of random coursed
rockfaced stone with a slate gambrel roof. Each facade is detailed
differently with a conscious asymmetry. The main east facade has a
center wall dormer with two 16/1 double hung sash windows in the gable
area. At the first level there are two large paneled double doors

with Tudor arch openings. To the left is a smaller paneled Tudor arch
door. There is a hipped wall dormer above this door. To the right of
the larger doors is a recessed porch area with a slender wood column

at the corner. There is a Tudor arch door with another flat arch door
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to the left on the rear wall. The lintel of the flat arched door has
an incised ogee arch, a detail repeated on the north and west facade
window lintels. All the openings have smooth stone trim and a contin-
uous smooth stone water table on the east, north and south facades.

The Calvary Episcopal Church #17 3770 Clifton Avenue

At the southern end of the district are other important landmarks:
Calvary Episcopal Church, Parish House, Church Hall and Rectory. The
Church is Gothic revival mode with random coursed rockfaced stone

walls and smooth stone trim. The church is cruciform in plan with
imbricated slate gable roof. The west facade has five graduated trefoil
lancet windows framed with smooth stone above a smooth stone water table.
To the right is the bell tower and an entrance. The double door entry
has strap hinges and a stone trefoil arch under a pointed stone arch
with label moulding. Above this arch is a stone trefoil with the in-
scription "Calvary Church 1867", and above this is another smooth stone
pointed arch. The tower with clasping buttresses begins at this level.
There is a single lancet window below four trefoils on each side of

the tower. Above this are paired louvered trefoil windows. The broach
spire begins above this level. It is octagonal with gabled louvered
dormers on four sides with a stone cross at the pinnacle of the spire.

There is a large Church Hall with its length at right angles to the east
of the three-sided apse of the church. It is connected to the church on
the north side by an enclosed cloister stairway. The Church Hall is
built of the same materials as the church and has a gabled roof with
three trefoil lancet windows in the north gable and paired 12/14 double
hung shouldered arch windows between stone buttresses along both sides
of the Hall. This Hall connects with the Parish House which has its
length paralled to the church. It is similar in material, Gothic de-
tails, and fenestration to the Church and Church Hall.

The interior of the church is noteworthy for its fine details and fur-
nishings. There are exposed wood beams and brackets in the ceiling and
wooden wainscotting to a height of three feet on the walls. There are
stained glass memorial windows along the nave, in the apse and the tran-
septs. The five windows on the west wall portray St. Ursula and Humil-
ity, St. Catharine and Fortitude, St. Anne and Loyalty, St. Barbara and
Courage, and St. Margaret and Innocence. There are three windows in

the apse: a detail of the Last Supper in the center circular window
with angels in the two flanking lancet windows. The chancel has a
marble inlaid floor three steps above the nave floor. There are
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wooden choir stalls facing each other with the organ console on the left
of the chancel. The altar is separated from the choir by a carved wood
communion rail. The altar is white marble with crocketed pinnacles at
each end. In the south transept there is a wooden altar on the east wall.
There is carved flamboyant wood tracery on the organ screen behind the
altar. The wood surrounding the altar is carved with wheat sheaf and
grape and vine motif.

The Rectory is located to the north of the Church facing Clifton Avenue.
It is constructed of the same type of materials as the Church complex.
It is two and a half stories with gabled dormers with pendants and
diamond paned sash. There are enclosed end chimneys with stone trim and
caps. There are stone brackets at the cornice and smooth stone trim
around the paired Tudor arch first floor windows. The double door center
entry bay is Tudor arched with stone label moulding and stepped buttres-
ses. Above the entry is a stone balustrade with carved circular medal-
lions in front of three 1/1 double hung sash windows. To the south is a
screened Tudor arched porch which is connected with the entry porch by

a stone terrace.

The Abbe Meteorological Observatory #34 206 Lafayette Circle

This building was erected in 1915 and is a two story, wire cut brick
structure, rectangular in plan and Federal in style. The roof is flat
with a brick and stone balustrade. An overhanging projecting cornice
with regularly spaced brackets is situated between the balustrade and
the building. There are three protruding brick string courses imme-
diately below the cornice. The front facade is composed of four bays
with brick quoins at the corners and brick pilasters. There are four
windows on each floor, all of them eight over one double hung sash
type. The entrance is marked by a large four column portico with
Ionic columns and entablature supporting a balustrade. The sides are
similar, but have a smaller portico and only three bays. The western
entrance is marked by a flagpole and eagle over the entrance.

The other buildihgs in the district are residences.

The Resor House #10 254 Greendale Avenue

The Resor House located at 254 Greendale and the Joseph Rawson House
located within the district across from Calvary Church at 3767
Clifton Avenue are already listed on the National Register of Historic
Places.
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242 Greendale #8

One of the linking features in the area is the use of classic details
and revival modes. Perhaps the most notable home in this vein is the
house at 242 Greendale Avenue. It is a classic example of Georgian
Revival. It is a two and a half story American bond red brick house
with gable roof. There is a two and a half center entry portico with
fluted Corinthian columns and full denticulated pediment with mutules
and a fan light in the tympanum. The 6/6 double hung sash windows
have louvered shutters and flat arch stone lintels with keystones.
There are brick quoins and inside end chimneys at the east and west
ends. The roof has gabled dormers with paired 4/4 double hung sash
windows. The denticulated cornice has mutules and guttae. The flat
arched entry has sidelights with tracery and a Palladian window above.

3760 Clifton Avenue #15

Many other houses in the district are variations on this theme such
as the house at 3760 Clifton Avenue. It is a two and a half story
white wood frame with hipped roof with a paneled flat-roofed parapet
astride the roof crest. The west facade is divided into three bays
by fluted two story Ionic pilasters on paneled dadoes. There is a
full center pediment at the roof level with an elliptical window in
the tympanum. It has a fully denticulated and bracketed cornice.
Above the recessed entry is a triple window with diamond pane sash
surmounted by a swan's neck pediment. The entrance porch has paired
Ionic columns on paneled dadoes.

These kinds of classic revival details are found in other houses on
Clifton Avenue.

3732 Clifton Avenue #5

This larger scale frame Neo-Colonial residence exhibits a.symmeFrical
facade that contains a semi-circular portico. Othgr detailing includes
a hip roof, gabled dormers, Ionic pilasters, and wide entablature.

3740 Clifton Avenue #7

Two-and-a-half story symmetrical brick Neo-Colonial residence. Facade
marked by 3 large gabled dormers, Palladian window, and Federal door-
way. Original porch recently removed.
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The Edward Rawson House #4 3737 Clifton Avenue

In contrast to these unique houses and the classically detailed houses
is a good example of an early farmhouse in the area, the Edward Rawson
house at 3737 Clifton Avenue. It is painted brick, two and a half
stories with gabled tin roof. There are paired brackets and paneled
frieze at the cornice level on all sides of the house. The main east
facade appears asymmetrical because of the porch which extends across
to the south of the east facade and has a large octagonal portion which
extends around the south side. There is a center gabled bay which div-
ides the east facade. It has a circular window in the gable and at the
first level has a three sided square bay with its own roof. Above this
are paired windows with louvered shutters and architrave moulding.

The William P. Hulbert House #31 230 Lafayette Circle

This building is located across from the Abbe Meteorological Observatory.
This home was built c. 1850 and is a brick two and a half story
structure. The style 1s basically Italian Villa with mansard roofs
suggesting what was commonly referred to as the "Franco-Italian" style.
The house has a central square tower with wings extending to the right
and left of the longest axis. A second wing on the left is placed at
right angles to the tower, while a wing to the rear does the same.

The roof lines are docorated with bracketed overhanging cornices.

The .windows are also capped by a decorative molded cornice. The
entrance and porch is ornamented with a railing composed of repeated
circular motifs. The entrance is recessed and surrounded by a simple
molded architrave. '

The Robert Buchanan House #26 3874 Clifton Avenue

This house is a three story home with only two stories visible from
the front, believed to have been built between 1826 and 1842. The
house has a square end tower to the left with a low pitched pointed
roof in the Italian Villa style. The roof line 1s decorated with a
heavy overhanging bracketed cornice. The upper windows are a pair
of identical rounded arch windows, placed side by side. The windows:
below are similar, but rectangular rather than rounded. The central
section of the house is Gothic Revival with steep pitched roof and
simply decorated bargeboards. A small rectangular window is on the
top floor and a double sash bay window is on the ground level. A
wing extends at right angles to the right of this central section
and is adorned by a porch with Gotnic Revival railings and piers.

At the far end is a second bay window. It is felt that the Gothic
Revival "T" shaped section of the building const.tutes the original
structure built in c. 1830 and that the Italian Villa tower and rear
additions marked by rounded arch windows and bracketed cornices were
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added .n the 1850's, at approximately the time the Hulbert Mansion was
built in the Italian Villa style. Other rear additions co the building
were made at still later dates.

The H., P. Talcott House #27 3892 Clifton Avenue

The H. P, Talcott House, -built in 1892, is basigally rectangular in
plan and exhibits a symmetrlcal facade. It is a 2% story residence
constructed of light colored br.ck with stone trim. The hip roof is
bisected on the facade by a steep gable end. The ped.iment i1s decorated
with a prominent cornice and a large sémi-circular window. “Below the
window 1s a rounded bay window exhibiting beveled glass panes. This
window rests on a large open semi-circular portico that is supported
by smooth Ionic columns.. Other features accentuating the facade in-
clude stone quoins, keystones, and engaged Ionic pilasters. This
residence is unaltered on both the interior and exterior and depicts
the strong eclecticism found in the late nineteenth century.

The Colonel Shaftoe House #23 3842 Clifton Avenue

This house was built in 1865. The house 1s basically rectangular in
shape and of wood construction. The roof is hipped with overhanging
eaves. The second and third floor windows are two over two double
hung with shutters. The first floor windows extend to ground level.
A large porch extends across the front and along the north side of
the house. The supportlng columns of the porch are open and lace-
like with scrolled corner brackets typical of the style of Gothic
Revival architecture used in suburban residences around the middle
of the nineteenth century.

The Randolph House # 40 4010 Clifton Avenue

This asymmetrical brick residence was built in 1851 .in the Italian
Villa style. It is characterized by a low hip roof, overhanging
eaves, frieze windows, and plain stone lintels and lugs1lls. , Lhe
three story tower exhlblts paired 6/6 Italianate windows and is
cupped by a low hip roof.

The John Singer House # 43 4026 Clifton Avenue

This larger scale brick Neo-Colonial residence built in 1905 ex-
hibits a symmetrical facade. The facade is distinguished by a semi-
circular entrance portico supported by smooth Ionic columns. The
steep hip roof, overhanging eaves, and hip dormers give this house
a large, bulky character.
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Balsh Estate Carriage House (3645 Clifton Avenue): c. 1885, 2 story,
course faced ashlar building with slate gambrel roof.

Clifton School (3711 Clifton Avenue): c. 1905, larger scale symmet-

tical classical building, brick construction.
Probasco Fountain: 1887, Bronze and granite fountain.

Edward Rawson House ( 3737 Clifton Avenue): c.1865, 2% story brick

Vernacular farmhouse.

Residence (3732 Clifton Avenue): 1895, larger scale frame Neo-Colonial

with semi-circular portico.

Residence (3738 Clifton Avenue): c. 1895, two story eclectic, stucco

wall treatment, flat roof, undistinguished architecture.

Residence (3740 Clifton Avenue): 1895, larger scale 2% story brick
Neo-Colonial with symmetrical facade.

Residence (242 Greendale Avenue): 1908, larger scale 2% étory brick
Neo-Classical with large portico, Corinthian columns, and roof

dormers.

Residence (250 Greendale Avenue): 1910, irregular 2% story ashlar

stone residence with stuccoed gable ends: porches.

William Resor House, National Register (254 Greendale Avenue):
1843; 1890, large three story frame residence with crested
Mansard slate roof, verandah with gazebo, and tall first

floor windows.

Residence (258 Greendale): c. 1905, large scale 2 story frame

transitional bungaloid.
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12) Residence (262 Greendale Avenue): c. 1920, smaller scale 2 story

brick and stucco, insignificant detailing.

13) Residence (3754 Clifton Avenue): large scale frame Colonial

Revival marked by symmetrical facade, entrance portico, 1898.

14) Residence (3758 Clifton Avenue): c.

1905, rectangular two story

stucco, symmetrical facade, plain detailing.

\

Q\lS) Residence (3760 Clifton Avenue): 1895, two story frame Colonial

Revival with fluted Ionic pilasters and hip roof.

16) Joseph Rawson House, National Register (3767 Clifton Avenue):

larger scale Italian Villa house

with Mansard tower, bracketed

cornice, and asymmetrical floor plan.

17) Calvary Episcopal Church (3770 Clifton Avenue): 1861; 1868; 1888,

stone and in the Gothic mode.

18) Parish House (3780 Clifton Avenue):

large complex of church buildings, main church constructed of

1913, symmetrical 2% story

Q‘ random ashlar building, Gothic influences.

19) Church (3782 Clifton Avenue): c. 1960, modern brick church,

stained glass windows.

20) Residence (3788 Clifton Avenue): c.

brick ranch style house.

21) Residence (3818 Clifton Avenue): c.

with Colonial motifs.

22) Residence (3828 Clifton Avenue): c.
building, stone first floor, and

treatment in gable ends.

1960, rectangular 1 story

1930, two story brick building

1910, 2% story Tudor style

mixed timber and stucco wall
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23)

24)

25)

P

26)

27)

%

28)

29)

30)

31)

32)

33)

Colonel H. L. Shaftoe House (3842 Clifton Avenue): 1865, 2% story
frame residence with imbricated slate roof and decorative wooden

porch.

Residence (3850 Clifton Avenue): 1888, 2 story mixed style building

with stone first floor and stucco gable ends.

Residence (3868 Clifton Avenue): 1885, larger scale 2% story shingle
style building exhibiting wrap around porch and imbricated shingle

wall treatment.

Buchanan House (3874 Clifton Avenue): c. 1830; 1855, 2 story Frame

Gothic vernacular house with Italianate tower.

H. P. Talcott House (3892 Clifton Avenue): 1892, 2% story brick

Eclectic style residence with symmetrical facade.

Residence (3900 Clifton Avenue): 1925, elongated 2 story Spanish

Colonial house with tile roof.

Residence (222 Lafayette Circle):
1924, 2 smaller scale Tudor style

Residence (220 Lafayette Circle).buildings timber and stucco gable ends.

William P. Hulbert House (230 Lafayette Circle): c. 1850, larger
scale 2% story brick Italian Villa with tower, Mansard roof and

cresting.

Residence (101 Lafayette Circle): 1915, larger scale 2 story frame

gambrel, symmetrical facade, classical motifs.

Residence (115 Lafayette Circle): 1915, 2 story stucco Vernacular,

gable roof.

/)
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34) Abbe Meteorological Observatory (206 Lafayette Circle): 1915, 2
f? story brick building with symmetrical facade, balustraded

cornice and porch.

35) Hulbert Carriage House (3940 Clifton Avenue): c. 1860, 2% story

brick functional building.

36) Residence (3960 Clifton Avenue): 1861, 2 story frame Vernacular,

\ 6/6 windows, transom and sidelights, gable roof.

37) Residence (3974 Clifton Avenue): 1923; 1925, 2 story altered re-

sidence, Colonial motifs.

38) Residence (3976 Clifton Avenue): 1882, 2 story rectangular frame

2 bay Vernacular, cornerboards, central chimney.

39) Residence (3978 Clifton Avenue): 1870, 2 story frame building,
hip roof, symmetrical five bay facade, 2 story portico supported

by four narrow pillars.

40) Randolph House (4010 Clifton Avenue): 1851, 2% story brick Italian
Q, Villa with tower.

41) Residence (4028 Clifton Avenue): 1901, 2 story brick and stucco
Tudor style.

42) Residence (4038 Clifton Avenue): 1927, asymmetrical 2% story
Tudor style residence with brick first floor, mixed timber

and stucco on the second floor.

43) Residence (4026 Clifton Avenue): c. 1905, large scale brick
Q Colonial Revival distinguished by a hip roof, roof dormers,

and semi-circular portico.



B SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC

}_1400 1499

—1500-1599
—1600-1699
—1700-1799
X 1800-1899
—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE --

—ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
—AGRICULTURE
XARCHITECTURE

—ART

—COMMERCE
—COMMUNICATIONS

__COMMUNITY PLANNING
__CONSERVATION
__ECONOMICS

X EDUCATION
__ENGINEERING
__EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
__INDUSTRY

INVENTION

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

__LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
_LAW

_.LITERATURE

— MILITARY

__Music

__PHILOSOPHY
—_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

X RELIGION

__SCIENCE

__SCULPTURE
—_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
__THEATER
__TRANSPORTATION
__OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES

1843 - |

1925

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

" Various
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The Clifton- Greendaie-ﬁafaye%%e—cirele—H&s%eE%e.Dlstrlct is significant
because the homes in the district are representative of a variety of

architectural styles usually reserved for only the wealthiest of clients

during the latter half of the nineteenth century.

The houses reflect

the type of architecture employed during the earliest eras of urban ex-

pansion in the area.

The area is also significant locally because among

its earliest owners and developers were some of the areas most distin-

guished men:

Nicholas Longworth, John Piatt, Charles Buchanan,

and

Charles Clarkson; men who were instrumental in the early formation of the
city's commercial and industrial growth as well as geographical expansion.

Thé Clifton-6reendate=hbafayette—Cixcle Historic District is located in

one of the oldest suburbs in Cincinnati.

developed and owned by Silas Condict of New Jersey.
Longworth acquired Sections 15 and 16 from Condict.
road was built, later to be called Clifton Avenue,
At approximately the same tlme)Longworth built the road
another major artery of the

oughfare.
that would come to be known as Vine Street,
Around 1818 Jesse Miles bought a portion of Longworth's land and

gity.

Prior to 1809 the land was un-

In 1809, Nicholas
In 1815,
today a major

the first

became the first resident landowner east of Clifton and in the Clifton-

Greendale-Lafayette Circle Historic District.
Bernard Fox Residence built in c.
adjacent to and south of Miles'

1885.

to William Montgomery.

This is now the site of the
Longworth then sold the land
Montgomery was the

father-in-law of John Burgoyne who was an early settler of the Cincinnati
suburb of Cumminsville who served on several terms in the state legisla-
ture and became the second judge of the Hamilton County Probate Court.

Records from 1821 indicated that he also built a house on his land.

Also

in 1818, Thomas Roberts purchased the remaining southern section of Sec-
tion 15 from Longworth.

north of Jesse Miles from Longworth.

In 1826 Aaron Ireland purchased the property
The house built by him was sold at

auction in 1843 and is the same house which is referred to today as the
Robert Buchanan House --believed the oldest house still standing in this

area of Clifton.

Jersey to New York.

In 1838 William G. W. Gano purchased the last remaining
northern section of Longworth's property.

Gano was directly descended
from the Huguenot Francois Guereaux who escaped in 1686 from the Isle of

Gano's section would later become Lafayette Circle.

Lafayette Avenue and Lafayette Circle obtained their names from The
afayette Bank whicth held the mortgage on the Clarkson property west of

lifton Avenue.

Clarkson lost his farm in 1842 and the property was
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broken up into twenty-two lots and sold by the bank. The access road to
the lots was Lafayette Avenue. Over the years these properties have been
further subdivided until they have arrived at their present dispostion.
While not all of the properties in the district have achieved great
historical significance, several have distinguished pasts related to

the grandure and affluence of a bygone era.

The H. P. Talcott Home #27 3892 Clifton Avenue

This house was originally built by Charles Duhme, owner of an exclusive
jewelry store which at one time was compared to Tiffany of New York in
quality. Duhme built the house for his daughter Ophelia as a wedding pre-
sent. Later the house was leased by the Duhme estate. In 1920 the property .
was sold to 0.J. Renner, father of the present owner, Mrs. H.P. Talcott.
The house is an example of the eclecticism that prevailed in latter nine-
teenth century architecture. The house is well preserved and unaltered.

The W. P. Hulbert House #31 230 Lafayette Circle

The house was built by Charles Buchanan, cousin of President Buchanan in
the 1850's. In 1871 the house was deeded to Isabella Brown who, in 1874,
deeded the property to the Hulbert Family. The house remained in the
Hulbert Family until 1913. The Hulbert House is noted as a purely derived
example of Italian Villa architecture and also because of the association
with Charles Buchanan.

The carriage house on Clifton Avenue was the originial coach house for
this property.

The Robert Buchanan House #26 3874 Clifton Awvenue

This house is believed to be the oldest house in this part of Clifton, and
thought to have been built between 1826 and 1842. The house is a well pre-
served example of two styles of nineteenth century architecture, Italian
Villa and Gothic Revival. Robert Buchanan was an early owner of the pro-
perty. The Cincinnati Horticulture Society was founded at his home in 1843.
Robert Buchanan was the son of Charles Buchanan who built the Hulbert House
He was also president of the Canal Insurance Company and the Western Academy
of Natural Science. This house then is significant not only because of its
architecture but also because of its associations with a locally signifi-
cant person.

The Abbe Meteorological Observatory #34 206 Lafayette Circle

The site of this building was presented to the Astronomical Society of
Cincinnati by Nicholas Longworth with the stipulation that this plot
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of ground be forever exclusively devoted to the uses of the Astronomical
Observatory. The original Observatory building was built of stone. It
was in the shape of a cross, three stories in the center and two and a
half high on the wings. The building was designed to accomodate the
family of the Director as well as the instruments and the scientific uses.
In 1851 the observatory was thought to have had one of the largest and
most perfect telescopes in the world. It was made at the Frauenhofer
Institute in Munich by Messrs. Mertz and Mahler. Abbe Observatory was
established April 1, 1915, and the present building was built at that
time. It was named in honor of Cleveland Abbe, a Cincinnati meteoro-
logist who is credited with establishing the first regional weather
service in the country in 1869. In the same year he formulated plans
for a national weather service, and in 1871 Professor Abbe was named

the Nation's first weather chief. In 1965 the Federal Government deed-
ed the property to the University of Cincinnati. It is presently used
as a Research Center by the Departments of Geography, Sociology-Anth-
ropology, and Psychology. The U. S. Weather Bureau still maintains a
weather station on the site, thus carrying on the work started by Pro-
fessor Abbe more than one hundred years ago.

The Colonel Shaftoe House #23 3842 Clifton Avenue

Built in 1865, this house is an excellently preserved example of Gothic
Revival architecture. The design and its state of preservation makes
it a representative example of the type of architecture used in sub-
urban dwellings at the end of the nineteenth century. :

Clifton School and the Calvary Church #2,17 3711, 3770 Clifton Avenue

Isaac Burnet Resor gave the first school building to the Village of
Clifton. The present school, designed by E. H. Dornette, is on the
site 6f this building. The home of the Resor family, known as
Greendale, originally faced Clifton Avenue just a half block from
Calvary Episcopal Church and Clifton School. The Resor family was
also active in Calvary Church.

Many other members of Calvary Church lived within the Clifton Avenue

Historic District or made significant contributions to
Cincinnati history. One of the noted members was Henry Probasco, who
gave the Tyler Davidson Fountain to the people of Cincinnati and the
smaller fountain on Clifton Avenue to the people of Clifton.
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The history of Calvary Church is intimately connected with the growth of
the Episcopal Church in Cincinnati. The Church was founded by Bishop
Charles Pettit McIlvaine. He had been elected Bishop of Ohio in 1831
and lived in Gambier, Ohio, where he worked for ten years reorganizing
and raising funds for Kenyon College. In 1846 he moved to 429 Lafayette
Avenue in Clifton. About this time he began holding services in a school
house in the area of 4030 Clifton Avenue. These mission services con-
tinued until January 1856 when the Bishop and a group of interested men
met at the home of H. W. Derby on Lafayette Avenue to organize a parish.
This church was one of the first suburban Episcopal Churches and the
first church in the Village of Clifton. Originally there was a small
frame chapel at the corner of Lafayette and Clifton Avenue which served
as a church until a parish was formally organized. The original rectory,
located at 1861 Clifton, is still standing. In 1866, the parish decided
to build a more suitable church.

The architect for the church was William Tinsley. He had come to the
U. S. from Ireland in 1859 and settled in Cincinnati where he acquired
a reputation as a church architect. While in Ireland he had been
diocesan architect for the Anglican Church. He supervised the con-
struction of George K. Schoenberger's house, "Scarlet Oakes", which is
on the National Register. He designed the buildings for Butler College,
Wabash College, and Indiana Unive¥sSity in addition to Christ Church on
Monument Circle in Indianapolis. He subsequently designed the original
esplanade for Fountain Square, Cincinnati, and the Henry Probasco house,
"Oakwood", which is also on the National Register.

The Church was begun in 1866 and completed in 1868. The decoration and
furnishing of the Church continued after the dedication. The organ was
installed in 1871 and in 1875 Francis Pedretti, a local artist and
Greendale Avenue resident, frescoed the interior. Gradually the frost-
ed glass windows were repalced with memorial stained glass windows;

among the donors were A. C. Neave, Sir Alfred T. Goshorn, and Mrs. Emma
Schoenberger Fitzhugh. The five windows on the west facade, known as

the "Five Sisters", were designed by William Burnham after a similar set
of windows in York Cathedral, England. In 1888 the Sunday School Build-
ing was added. The architect was Samuel Hannaford, a prominent archi tect
who had designed Music Hall and City Hall, both now on the National Regis-
ter. The chancel was remodeled and enlarged in 1894 by Hannaford. Many
memorial gifts and furnishings were added at this time. When the Robert
Bonner Bowler house, "Mt. Storm", was razed in 1911, Mrs. Alice Bowler
had the marble floor and steps installed in the chancel of the church as
a memorial to the many members of the family who were also members of the

Church.
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The rectory was designed by Alfred O. Elzner and completed in 1913.
Elzner, who lived at 227 Greendale, was a member of the Church and a mem-
ber of the firm of Elzner and Anderson, which designed the Ingalls Build-
ing at 4th and Vine Streets, Cincinnati, the world's first reinforced
concrete skyscraper. Elzner (1845-1935) worked for H. H.Richardson
after his graduation from M. I. T. in 1887.

Other residents of the district were active in civic and cultural events

in the city. Typical of these residents were the Edward and Joseph Rawson
families, whose homes are adjacent to each other on Clifton Avenue. Both
families were active in the Cincinnati May Festival. Edward Rawson served
as President and Chorus Director; Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Rawson and Mrs. Ed-
ward Rawson were chorus members. Edward Rawson was a charter member of

the Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce. Mrs. Joseph Rawson was a member of
Calvary Church and both families were friends of Rev. George C. Cox, the
liberal pastor of the Church from 1903 to 1907. The Rawson family operated
a pork packing business first operated by their father, Joseph Rawson.

The carriage house and gate, to the south of the original Clifton School,
are what remain of the former Balsh Estate. The house was razed several
years ago for construction of a new school building. Members of the
community are seeking an alternative use for this building.

The Clifton Avenue Historic District is comprised of a wide variety of
mixed architectural styles applied to residential and public use build-
ings. They are predominantly residential in nature, larger in scale,
and representative of the late nineteenth and early twentieth styles.
However, there are included within the nomination some of Clifton's
most notable examples of mid-nineteenth century architecture, two of
them already listed in the National Register. In addition, portions
of the district are graced with the street gas lamps, which recently
have been nominated to the National Register. Thus, the districts
combination of architectural style, homogeneous scale, and original
integrity have provided the area with a definable boundary based upon
historical and architectural significance.
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with Clifton Avenue. At this point proceed due east 450 feet until
reaching the eastern property line of the Davidow parcel. Then
turn and proceed south until intersecting Greendale Avenue. From
there follow Greendale west for approximately 700 feet until reach-
ing the eastern property line of the Morrison's. Turn south for
200 feet, then due west to Clifton Avenue, then due south on Clifton
Avenue for 300 feet until reaching the intersection of Clifton and
McAlpin Avenues. From that point proceed west on McAlpin Avenue
740 feet), then due north 896 feet, due east 740 feet to Clifton
Avenue. /| Thence proceed north on Clifton Avenue for approximately
2900 feeét until reaching the point of beginning.
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The Samuel Pogue House #15
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Calvary Episcopal Church
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