
































6 6 2 4 PUBL IC SQUARE 

INDEPENDENCE, OHIO 44131 

ROBERT M. BARNES PHONE 
MINISTER 2 1 6 - 5 2 4 - 6 3 0 7 

Harch 14, 1977 

References H34-880 

Dr» William J» Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register fj ^' -\ 
national Park Service y/^' A ,7' 
Department of the Interior ' nff 
Washington, D.C. 20240 P ' y 

Dear Sir, 

In response to your letter of February 18, 1977 
regarding our property which has heen nominated to the 
ITational Register, we would like to comment in light 
of the national Register "Criteria for I^raluation." 

The property which has heen nominated is an old stone 
church, huilt in 1855 from hand cut stone found a short 
distance from the site. The church was huilt only 37 
years after the f i r s t settlers ventured into the area 
which hecame Independence, Ohio. 

Built into the outer wall of the chwrch i s a stone, 
four feet hy seven feet, which shows clearly the foot
prints of a moose or large deer, the print of a hear, 
suad the crooked t r a i l of a serpent. The stone was 
taken from many feet under the surface of the earth in 
a quarry near the village, at the time that stone was 
heing quarried for building the church. This 
petrogl3rph is believed to be the only carved stone of 
it s kind found in Ohio under the so i l . I t i s assumed 
that several thousand years were required to accumulate 
the soil covering the stone. 

Thus, we believe this property derives i t s primary 
significance from its artistic distinction, from the 
arche61ogical point of view, and from it s historical 
importance to the immediate geographical are*. 

Very truly yours. 

B. Harrison, 
Session Member 
Independence Presbyterian Church 








