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DESCRIPTION 
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~" ~ DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ^ " 

The Kunkle log house is a large, story and a half, rectangular structure 
with a f u l l basement with windows. The foundation is fieldstone. The facade 
has two doorways, recessed and placed to either side of the center. There is a 
single window in the l e f t side of the facade. The east end has four windows, 
two on the f i r s t floor and two in the gable. The west end has two windows in 
the gable and an exterior bake oven. There are centrally placed, interior 
chimneys in both ends of the structure. The rear of the building has a single 
doorway. ,̂ 

The gable roof is shingled and a box cornice has been repaired. There are both 
an interior and exterior entrance to the basement. , 

The f i r s t floor consists of a large kitchen with fireplace and "beehive" oven, a 
living room with fireplace and "parson's cupboard" (where the family bible was 
kept), and a small "holding" or "horning" room. Upstairs there is a large 
landing and three 9' x 12' bedrooms, one with a b u i l t - i n closet. Some original 
plaster with animal hair binder is found in the bedrooms. Woodwork and doors are 
black walnut, some original hardware remains. Floors are bleached nearly white. 

Aside from the outside oven, parson's cupboard and f u l l basement, the house is of 
standard construction for i t s time period, 1838. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1838 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Jacob Young 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Kunkle log house is believed to be the f i r s t permanent log residence 
in Williams County. Northeast Ohio was settled late in the history of the 
state and not u n t i l the construction of the Miami § Erie and the Maumee 
Canals in the 1830's did much activity begin. Sawmills were convenient 
during the settlement and log construction was not a necessity. Compared 
to the southern half of the state, few log houses remain in the northern 
half, fewer s t i l l in the northeast quarter. For this reason the Kunkle • 
house is important to i t s section of the state as well as Williams County, 
and to the continuity of log construction in Ohio in general. 

In addition it has several interesting features: a full basement with an 
entry from inside, an exterior bake oven, a parson's cupboard above the 
living room fireplace, a built-in closet upstairs, and small "holding" 
or "horning" room. The house was built by Jacob Young who came from 'fj 
Vermont with his family of eight children. • ' 

The house is being restored as a house museum by the recently founded 
Williams County Historical Society. Restoration was begun in 1973. The . 
roof and deteriorated logs were replaced, new mortar was applied and the 
f i r s t floor joists strengthened by posts set in concrete in the basement. 
A deteriorated summer kitchen (not original) was removed. Windows, doors, 
and exterior bake oven are yet to be done. , 
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#8 The log house was used by Jacob Young and his descendants of over a 
hundred years. Mr. Young lived in the house u n t i l his death when the property 
passed to his daughter who had married the founder of Kunkle, Ohio. The 
couple lived in the house during their married years. The property was owned 
by two other owners before being donated to the William County Historical Society 
in 1972. 
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NAME OF PROPERTY ( u ^ L Ij^^ yji,. STATE 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for 
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
IS RESUBMITTED. 

Description: 

8 

9 
10 

Bibliography: 

Geographical Data -- Acreage: 

UTM Reference(s): 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

12 Cert i f icat i i ion: ^hl^iA //P0 
Photographic Coverage: 

Map Coverage: 

Other: 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

on the National Register staff, telephone XOZ- S 2 ^ " ^ ^ 8 ^ 

Thank you for your attention to the above items. 

(l(j>!t(jL^AMJul Date: L {0% 
Chief, Branch of Registration 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 8 
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July 28, 1976 

Dr. William Murtagh, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th § C Streets, N.W. ' f ^ I 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Transmitted herewith are f i f t e e n (15) completed National Register forms. 
A l l have been approved by the Ohio Historic Site Preservation Advisory 
Board and owners of subject properties have been informed of our intent 
to register. _ 

RESUBMISSION: 

Kunkle Log House, Williams Co. (returned for continuation sheet § signature 
of SHPO) 

EMERGENCY SUBMISSION: ". \ ' ' 

Twelve Mile House, Hamilton County (threatened by demoliton) 

NEW SUBMISSIONS: 

Old Chillicothe Archaeological Site, Green County: This nomination i s 
to replace the nomination on the Register for OLD CHILLICOTHE SITE. 
The previous nomination did not take into account the extensive 
archeological material i n the area - j u s t i f i c a t i o n of the increase 
i n the area nominated i s provided with the nomination. 

The Old East Liverpool Pottery, Columbiana County 
Ritchey House Hotel, Ritchey Building § Quay Building, Public Square, Crawford County 
Old Stone House (Honam, John, House), Cuyahoga County 
Reynolds, John R., Home, Montgomery County 
T r i n i t y Episcopal Church, Franklin County 
Mecklenburg's Garden, Hamilton County 
Toledo Yacht Club, Lucas County 
Saunders, Elizabeth Sheets, Farm, Miami County 
Rockefeller Park Bridges, Cuyahoga County 
Pennsylvania Railroad Depot, Dennison, Tuscarawas County 
Allen, Lyman, Home, F a i r f i e l d County 

East Gambler Street Historic D i s t r i c t , Knox County ' . 

- • Sincerely, ' • 

'\ 1 

• Thomas HS-Smith 
rv ' State Historic Preservation Officer § 

Director, Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Socity 
THS/glk 
Enclosures 

(DDDQ® DI]0SG®D̂ Q(B [p[P(B©cspwaiGQ®m (M?Q(B© 
Ohio Historical Center 1-71 & 17tii Avenue ColumlHis, Oiiio 43211 (614)466-8727 
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Hon* Robert Taft, Jr. 
Hon. John H, Glenn, Jr. 
Hon» John M. Ashbrook 
Hon. Delbert L. Latta 
Regional Director, ItLdwest 
Region 

State niEtoric Preservation Officer 
Dr. Thofflas H. Smith 
Director 
Tho Ohio Elstorlcal Society 
Interstate 71 at 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 
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