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HISTORIC
Anderson, Levi, House
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CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
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Ross County Recorder's Office, County Courthouse
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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
XEXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—GOoD —RUINS X ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated near the North Branch of Paint Creek, the two story
Levi Anderson House has a facade of Flemish bond brick construction.
The remainder of the building is of common bond brick construction.
The house has an "L" shaped plan with a 20 foot by 46 foot main
block and 28 foot by 34 foot right rear wing (as one faces the house.)
There is a basement under the rear wing. The foundation is of cut
broken course sandstone.

The three bay facade faces north toward Anderson Station Road.
The main entrance, centered in the facade 1s protected by a one story
7 foot by 20 foot porch with white fluted and paired Greek Doric
columns, which support a full entablature with a bracketed cornice,.
A paneled wooden parapet surmounts the porch roof. The main door of glass
in the upper part and two panels below, is flanked by multiple pilasters
end side lights. Over the door is a treansom. The pilasters flanking the
door have slight Gothic detailing in the form of lancet panels. On
the west side of the rear wing is a door way under a radiating stone
lintel with a keystone.

The rectangular windows, 6 lights over 6 are of double hung sash.
lhey are decorated by cut stone radiating lintels with keystones and
stone lugsills. The west slde of the rear wing has three basement
windows with jack arches. A window of 8 lights over 8 and double hung
sash was cut into the first story of the south wall of the rear wing in
1900. <quarter elliptical ventilation openings, which are louvered, are
in the attic walls at the gable ends.

The side of the medium gable roof faces the facade. The plain boxed
cornice is bracketed. There is no soffit. The gable ends are
embellished by bargeboards. The building has 4 chimneys. Two inset
chimneys straddle the ridge line of the main block and two chimneys
straddle the ridge line of the rear wing. One is near the center
of the rear wing. The other, which was retuilt in the late 1950's,
is inset near the south wall,

The house was situated on a 714 acre tract in 1845. It now
stands on a 3%.03 acre tract. It retains several outbulldings, which
because of their lack of modernity, present a cohesive cluster of
farm tuildings. The out buildings includes (1) a 10 foot by 12 foot
springhouse with a first level of cut broken course sandstone and
(2) a 12 foot by 26 foot wood-coal shed of board and batten construc-
tion with a cement floor poured in 1908. A 46 foot by 74 foot board
and batten cow barn of peg construction, and, a 14 foot by 60 foot
horse barn, form & visual part of the building group. However, the
barns are just west of the homesite boundary. 4 10 foot by 20 foot
garage and a 26 foot by 28 foot crib formerly stood to the southwest of
the house. They were demolished in recent years. '



KEJ SIGNIFICANCE
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—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the house, which can be definitively documented
as early as 1826, lies in its (1) historical associations, (2)
architecture and (3) unique setting in a relatively unspoiled cluster
of 19th century farm buildings.

The probable builder of the house was William Robinson who
migrated to the Scioto Valley with his brother, Joshua in 1795. They
came in company with General Nathanial Massie and were in the Battle
of Reeve's Crossing (1795), the last battle between whites and Indians
in Ross County. Joshua was killed in the battle.

In 1800 William Robinson purchased 300 acres of land from Massie in
Union township. He erected the first cabin in the vicinity and was
appointed a justice of the peace in 1809. Robinson served zas a
first sergeant in the War of 1812, Traditionally it is believed
that Robinson built the rear portion of the house.

In 1838 the property was purchased by Levi Anderson (1790-1846)
who migrated to Chillicothe, Ohio in 1808 from Virginia. Anderson
was an early industrialist in Chillicothe. In the 1830's Chillicothe
(population 2,846 in 1830) was larger than Columbus (2,435) and
Cleveland (1,076) and was an early seat of commerce and industry in
Ohio. Levi Anderson estatclished a factory for cording, weaving
and spinning in Chillicothe. When Chillicothe was incorporated in
1838, Anderson was one of the original councilmen. In 1838 he moved
to the farm. His son James R. Anderson (1817-1889) expanded the
operation of the farm and undertook great cattle drives to eastern
markets. Tax records show that of the approximately 360 taxpayers
in Union Township in 1850, James R. Anderson was third in total
wealth in chattels, money, and credits.

The house 1is an unspoiled example of the traditional "L"
shaped Greek Revival farmhouse. The rich interior wood work was
executed by Gershon Anderson, & brother of Levi Anderson.

The house is nicely landscaped and situated amid 19th century
outbuildings; thus forming & cohesive farm unit.
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[S1FORM PREPARED BY
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David L. Brook,
ORGANIZATION DATE
SCOPS November 16, 1975
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
145 North High Street, Apt, 2 T73-3203
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Chillicothe Ohio

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS
NATIONAL __ STATE____ LOCALX

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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Bl NAME

HISTORIC
Anderson, Levi, House

AND/OR COMMON
Springdale Farm

Bl LocaTION
CITY, TOWN _X VICINITY OF COUNTY STA:TE
Chillicothe Ross Ohio
E} PHOTO REFERENCE
pHoTOo crReDITDavid Brook DATE OF PHOTO
NEGATIVEFILEBAT 145 North High Street October 6, 1975

Chillicothe, Ohio 45601

IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO
Looking Southwest toward Anderson House facade 1./ 2
Route #9

Chillicothe, Ohio
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o

DATE ENTERED
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n NAME

HISTORIC
anderson, Levi, House

AND/OR COMMON
Springdale Farm

Pl LOCATION

CITY, TOWN _X_VICINITY OF
Chillicothe

COUNTY STATE
Ross Ohio

[} PHOTO REFERENCE

pHoTO crepiT  Pavid Brook

neGaTIVEFILED AT 145 North High Street
Chillicothe, Ohio

DATE OF PHOTO

October 6, 1975

P IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET

PHOTO NO.

Looking Northwest to rear ©f house with board & 2+ 3

be ter coal-wood shed on left, Route #9
Chillicothe, Ohio
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NEGATIVEFILED AT 145 North High Street

October 6, 1975
Chillicothe, Ohilo

P} IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO 3
Looking north to springhouse of anderson house 34/ 3
Route #9 /

Chillicothe, Ohio
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HISTORIC
Anderson, Levi, House
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[l MAP REFERENCE
source USGS 7.5 Minute Series Chillicothe West, Ohio
scate 1324000 paTe 1961 Photo Revised 1971
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2. NORTH ARROW
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Regional Director, Midwest Region

Hon. Ralph S. Regula
Hon. Johm M. Ashbrook
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Darke County Courthouse, Sherrif's Greenville
House and Jail Darke County
Hirons -~ Brown House Buford vicinity
Highland County
| Anderson, Levi, House Chillicothe vicinity
o Ross County
Werner Company Building Akron
Summit County
Waterville Commercial District Waterville
Lucas County
X Fairmount Boulevard District Cleveland Heights
Ei Cuyahoga County
~
= Seven Ranges Terminus : Magnolia vicinity
Stark County
Ashland County Jail Ashland
8 Ashland County
>O:
Also Notified
ig/ Hon. Robert Taft, Jr.
o
Hon. John H., Glenn, Jr. State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Thomas N. Kindness Dr. Thomas H. Smith
Hon, William . liarsha Director, The Ohio Historical Society
Hon. Joln F, Seiberling Interstate 71 at 17th Avenue
Hon. Delbert L. Latta Columbus, Ohio 43211

Hon. Charles A. Vanik
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