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Iddings, Benjamin, Log House
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EJLOCATION 6.5 mi W of Troy

STREET& NUMBER At Brukner Nature Center on land north
of Horseshoe Bend Road, east of Stillwater Riv. NOTFORPUBLICATION
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STREET & NUMBER

5995 Horseshoe Bend Road

CITY, TOWN STATE
__Troy X_ VICINITY OF Ohio 45373
TLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.  Mjami County Recorder's Office
STREET & NUMBER 3

County Safety Building, W. Main Street

CITY. TOWN STATE
Troy _ Ohio 45373
ﬂ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY, TOWN STATE




DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X _ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOoD X RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE
_FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A typical four room two story log house. The log walls
have camfer and notch construction and seriously deteriorated
in spots. The gap for the fireplace can be seen through the
dilapidated weatherboard encasement that sheaths the house. The
doors, front and rear, are central. Fenistration is irregular.?
The sashes are all missing. The eaves a close with facia and
the gables verge close. The shingle roof has an interior stone
chimney. There is a rubble boulder foundation and small cellar
in the southwest corner that has partially collapsed.



K} SIGNIFICANCE

—INVENTION

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING —_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ _RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE

- —1500-1599 ZAGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusiC —THEATER
X.1800-1899 —COMMERCE X _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —_COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —_OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES

1797-1809?

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Quaker meeting records indicate that Benjamin Iddings, a

Scotch-Irish Bedford County, Pennsylvanian, migrated with his
family to South Carolina, Tennessee, Warren County, Ohio, and

then,

above the river.

¢.1797,
squatted on the land for several years.

to the banks of the Stillwater Riber.

He appears to have

He selected the site for
this log house by a clear spring that is still active on the bluffs

The exact date of construction cannot be
certainly ascertained, it may have been as early as 1797.

However,

reasonable deduction from old histories would give us his patent

date of 1804.
quarter of section 33.

He had unwittingly encroached on the northeast

His neighbor, Benjamin Pearson, a fellow
Quaker who settled in 1805 and patented his land in the fall of
1806, granted Iddings the lot on which the cabin sits.

We are
quite certain that Iddings's grandson was born there in 18009.

Local

history credits Benjamin Iddings with being a "prominent citizen."
This is very possibly the oldest structure in Miami County.

The site is part of the Brukner Nature Center, a non-profit
natural history preserve. It stands adjacent to the interpretive
center. Until recently the relatively new and austere center
was not aware of the value of the structure. A campaign has been
initiated to restore the house and incorporate the pioneer into the
natural history interpretive program.



FEIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Research of Mrs. Virginia Boes, Troy Hist. Soc. (very reliable);

Public Record; Elis Lindeberge, "Pioneer Data Cards," Troy Hist. Soc.;
Beers, History of Miami County, Ohio. 1880; Brien, Quaker Records,
Lewis Genealogical and Biographical Record, Miami County;

Brien, Miami Valley Ohio Pioneers.
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IDDINGS, BENJAMIN, LOG HOUSE
Section 33, Newton Township, Miami Co.,

November 1975
East end and north side ShOWiSET%%Fe lace gap

from east NOV 2 1 1971 2 1976
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IDDINGS, BENJAMIN, LOG HOUSE
Section 33, Newton Township, Miami Co., Ohio

November 1975 :
Detail, southwest corner showing cellar from

Southwest 0CT 22 1976 NOV 2 L 1976
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE

OHIO

Date Entered

NOV 2 1 1578

Name

Saunders, Flizabeth Sheets, Farm
/_ Iddings, Benjamin, Log House
SRS

East Liverpool Post Office

Reynolds, John R., House

E. River Rd. Historic District I

" B. River Rd. Historic District II

Also Notified

Hon. Robert Taft, Jr.
Hon. John H. Glenn, Jr.

Hon, Tennyson Cuyer

Hon., Charles W. Whalen, Jr.
Hon. Delbert L. Latta
Office of Hon, Wayne L, Hays

Regional Director, Midwest Region

LEEE-. MMott/row

11/23/76

Location

Casstown vicinity
Miami County

Troy vicinity
Miami County

East Liverpool
Columbiana County

Dayton
Montgomery County

Rossford vicinity
Wood County

Perrysburg vicinity
Wood County

State Historic Preservation Officer
Dr. Thomas H, Smith

Director, The Ohio Historical Society
Interstate 71 at 17th Avenue
Columbus, OChio 43211

INT: 2980-75



“NR Data Sheet

&

NAME ps 11 aPPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: _le/lg, Gz A M,, Zaq :

OTHER . NAMES:

LOCATION:
| STREETANUMBER & ,g,, U o= /&/

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

g 72?"/ o Yvncmmror uvz 747 -
ﬂm\/ﬂ% : 39 Thoy \//fflﬂ/y. oy
/4

DATE: /0 2¢.76

Reviewer INITIALS:
£ EBovieet

NR DOE

T VN2

OWNER OF PROPERTY! (circle) ./PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER

ADMINISTRATOR (underline) FEUERRL (ACERCY RANE) +

NPS REGION: '(CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC  SOUTHEAST

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST
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2 ~Unexcavated —~Excavated :
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historic district? YES NO
WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES NO
IF YES, NAME: GRS
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. = G~ engineer:
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‘interior decorator: builder/contractor;
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(label role

5 _
appropriate date)

events
institutional
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o DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS:
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