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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

A t y p i c a l four room two story log house. The log walls 
have camfer and notch construction and seriously deteriorated 
i n spots. The gap for the fire p l a c e can be seen through the 
dilapidated weatherboard encasement that sheaths the house. The 
doors, f r o n t and rear, are cent r a l . Fenifetration i s i r r e g u l a r . €/ 
The sashes are a l l missing. The eaves ar4 close with facia and 
the gables verge close. The shingle roof has an i n t e r i o r stone 
chimney. There i s a rubble boulder foundation and small c e l l a r 
i n the southwest corner that has p a r t i a l l y collapsed. 
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Quaker meeting records indicate that Benjamin Iddings, a 
Scotch-Irish Bedford County, Pennsylvanian, migrated with his 
family to South Carolina, Tennessee, Warren County, Ohio, and 
then, C.1797, to the banks of the S t i l l w a t e r Riber. He appears to have 
squatted on the land f o r several years. He selected the s i t e f o r 
t h i s log house by a clear spring that i s s t i l l active on the b l u f f s 
above the r i v e r . The exact date of construction cannot be 
ce r t a i n l y ascertained, i t may have been as early as 1797. However, 
reasonable deduction from old h i s t o r i e s would give us his patent 
date of 1804. He had unwittingly encroached on the northeast 
quarter of section 33. His neighbor, Benjamin Pearson, a fellow 
Quaker who se t t l e d i n 1805 and patented his land i n the f a l l of 
1806, granted Iddings the l o t on which the cabin s i t s . We are 
quite certain that Iddings's grandson was born there i n 1809. Local 
hi s t o r y credits Benjamin Iddings with being a "prominent c i t i z e n . " 
This i s very possibly the oldest structure i n Miami County. 

The s i t e i s part of the Brukner Nature Center, a non-profit 
natural history preserve. I t stands adjacent to the i n t e r p r e t i v e 
center. U n t i l recently the r e l a t i v e l y new and austere center 
was not aware of the value of the structure. A campaign has been 
i n i t i a t e d to restore the house and incorporate the pioneer i n t o the 
natural history i n t e r p r e t i v e program. 
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