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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 

^ G O O D 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

X_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

—MOVED DATE. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICALAPPEARANCE 

This is an L-shaped two- s to ry bui lding of f r a m e construct ion, 
46' by 76', in the Greek Revival s tyle . The eaves have a box cornice 
and a p la in f r i e z e , and there are corn ice re turns at the gable ends. 
The ex te r io r is sheathed wi th hor izon ta l clapboard s id ing. The windows 
have twe lve -ove r - twe lve pane sash. The west elevation of eight bays 
consists of a typ ica l f i ve -bay and a three-bay facade, each wi th a 
center entrance, jo ined together. The two entrances are ident ical 
in t reatment , w i t h wide f lu t ed p i las te rs and a heavy entablature. 
On the nor th elevation there is another ident ica l doorway, leading 
into the f o r m e r post o f f i ce r o o m . Three large s to re f ron t windows 
have been placed where the f o r m e r tavern room and post o f f i ce were 
located. These rooms are the locat ion of the present antique s tore . 
A l s o on the ground f l o o r are two l i v i n g rooms, a ki tchen, bath and 
two bedrooms, present ly occupied as l i v ing quar te rs . No res to ra t ion 
has been done on the second f l o o r . The ent i re length of the west 
wing is occupied by a b a l l r o o m . Around the per iphery of its south 
end are w a l l benches. The last bay was par t i t ioned to make a sma l l 
bedroom around 1900. F r o m the ba l l room into the east wing there 
is a hal lway which has two sma l l bedrooms on either side. 

' • '.a 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

X 1800-1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

^^RCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

^ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

^COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

-COMMUNITY PLANNING 

-CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

-ENGINEERING 

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

-INDUSTRY 

-INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

-_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1836-1837 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

•; • • • , t 
This is a sizable ear ly nineteenth century inn f o r a sma l l v i l lage 

which is no longer one of "considerable ac t i v i t y . " It is a good example 
of the Greek Revival res iden t ia l style enlarged to provide a public 
house. I t is probably s t i l l standing only because the ra i l roads and 
ma in highways have by-passed the v i l l age . 

The Vi l lage of Pe ru was o r i g i n a l l y cal led Macksv i l l e a f te r the 
f i r s t owner Daniel Mack. However, i t was general ly r e f e r r e d to as 
Peru , f r o m the name of the township pos tof f ice , a lmost f r o m the begin­
ning. The f i r s t set t lers a r r i v e d in the township in 1815. Daniel Mack 
bui l t the f i r s t m i l l s i n 1816-1817, and the pos tof f ice was established in 
1818. The f i r s t f r a m e house in the v i l lage was bu i l t i n 1820 by Mack. 

F r o m the county tax records i t is i n f e r r e d that the inn was bui l t 
in 1836-1837. In 1840 A . F . VanderCook was taxed f o r a Tavern and home 
on the s i te . There was considerable t r a v e l on the road through Macks­
v i l l e , especially of f a r m e r s taking g ra in to M i l a n , which was a p r o s ­
perous por t on the M i l a n Canal, an outlet to the Great Lakes and a 
shipbuilding center a f t e r 1839. A n old account book dated 1854 
indicates that the Peru pos tof f ice was located i n this bui lding at that 
t i m e . By 1879, the v i l lage was r e f e r r e d to as one " f o r m e r l y " of 
considerable ac t iv i ty , having had f o u r stores, two d i s t i l l e r i e s , three 
brewer ies , two asheries, and the hotel which f requent ly kept twenty 
to twen ty - f ive teams and teamsters overnight . This was before the 
coming of the ra i l roads when the wagon trade was "something immense. " 



I M A J O R BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES i 

W i l l i a m W i l l i a m s , H i s t o r y of the Fi re lands (Cleveland, 1879), 202-212. 
At las of Huron County, Ohio (Philadelphia, 1873), 21. 
Huron County Tax Records. : «̂  

•GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
Less than one ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY . 

UTM REFERENCES 

ALLLZJ |3 |6 ,2 |2 .5 ,0 | |4.5 15 ^ |6.8 .0 | B L J I I • I • • | I . I • I • • | 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

cLU I I • I • • I I • I . I • • 1 D U J I I • I • . I I • I . I . • I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Ar<i'A 

:i:f.:..... 

•i : .Mi. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE - • ^ -f- • CODE COUNTY • '- ' - CODE 

STATE CODE COUNT.Y CODE 

[SjFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE " " ' ' " ** 

E r i c Johannesen, Preserva t ion is t 
ORGANIZATION , „ ^ „ • T T - ^ • i o • *. 

Western Reserve H i s t o r i c a l Society 
. _ DATE 

July 1975 
STREETS. NUMBER 

10825 East Boulevard 
TELEPHONE 

216-721-5722 
CITY OR TOWN 

Cleveland 
STATE . 

Ohio 

aSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION . 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - - STATE . LOCAL^^ • >•• -

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE OIIIO 

Date Entered 

Name Location 

>!ack0vllle Tavern 

Forest City Brewery 

Barr» George House 

Heckler Farohouise 

East Side Comerclal Block 

Peru 
Huron County 

Cleveland 
Cuyahoga 

Lodi vicinity 
Medina County 

Crestline vicinity 
Crawford County 

Toledo 
Lucas County 
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Hon. John H. Glenn, Jr. 
Hon. Robert Taft, Jr. 
Hon, John M. Ashbrook 
Hon. Janes V. Stanton 
Hon. Charles E. }!osher 
Hon. Thorns L. Ashley 

Regional Director, Midwest Region 
/ PR MOTT:djb 5/5/76 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Dr. ThoiMS H. Snlth 
Director, TJie Oliio Historical Society 
Interstate 71 at 17th Avenue 
Coluabus, Ohio 43211 

INT: i9^0-75 
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