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1. , . 

The Wallace House i s a two s t o r y s t r u c t u r e , T-shaped i n plan. The ' % 
p r o j e c t i n g wing i s b r i c k on both f l o o r s w i t h a stone foundation while 
the main block of the house i s uncoursed stone f o r a depth of the e n t i r e 
f i r s t f l o o r . I n the rear of the house the b u i l d i n g f o l l o w s the n a t u r a l 
contours of the land and,because of a h i l l s i d e , i s not a f u l l f i r s t f l o o r 
space. The r o o f over the main block of the house i s hipped, i n t e r s e c t e d 
at r i g h t angles by the gabled r o o f of the p r o j e c t i n g wing. A round 
window i s l o c a t e d i n t h i s gabled area. The most d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e of the house i s a p a i r of rounded arch french doors 
on the second f l o o r of the p r o j e c t i n g wing. These doors are elongated 
w i t h t i n t e d glass panes, separated by a narrow s t r i p of b r i c k . The 
rounded arches are emphasiz ed by b r i c k s l a i d i n the manner of voussoirs. 
These doors open onto a small balcony surrounded by a r a i l i n g of ornate 
wrought i r o n . Throughout the house the windows are rectangular sash 
windows, two-over-two on the second f l o o r and s i x - o v e r - s i x on the f i r s t 
f l o o r . The windows have simple stone s i l l s and l i n t e l s . There are 
two simple entrances, one on the f i r s t f l o o r below the balcony and 
another on the south side, f i r s t f l o o r . . 

The b r i c k s were hand made by an order of French monks between 1840 and 
1849. The b u i l d i n g possesses an a u s t e r i t y i n d i c a t i v e of the monastic v 
order t h a t b u i l t i t . The wrought i r o n was brought by the monks from 
New Orleans i n an apparent attempt t o capture a s t y l e of a r c h i t e c t u r e 
reminiscent of t h e i r French h e r i t a g e . The b u i l d i n g i s surrounded by 
the o r i g i n a l b r i c k wall.'^-Thfe s h u t t e r s however, have been removed from " 
the windows. 

Old photographs i n d i c a t e t h a t the o r i g i n a l C a t h o l i c church was b u i l t ;. 
i n 1850-51 beside t h i s house a t the corner of Wi l l i a m Howard Taft Road 
(Forest S t r e e t ) and Hackberry S t r e e t . The church was a small, 
rectangular s t r u c t u r e , made of b r i c k , w i t h an end tower. The church 
had a pointed arch door and pointed arch windows. Brick b u t t r e s s i n g ^ ^ ' 
was also used. This s t r u c t u r e was t o r n down a f t e r the church was . 
re l o c a t e d a t Woodburn Avenue and Madison Road. ^, 



LI SIGNIFICANCE 

^- -'•.' 
.^ . -. _ .-.: • . \ ' 

PERIOD ' . ' ' ' - AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW ' '* , * ^ 
—PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ^RELIGION 

— 1400 1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

-1600 -1699 X-ARCHITECTURE • —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

— 1700-1799 _JVRT —ENGINEERING —MUSIC . —THEATER 

X I800 -1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 
— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1840-49 BUILDER/ARCHITECT u n k n o w n 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Wallace House i s an unique example of r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e f o r 
i t s e a r l y date. The b u i l d i n g ccanbines a d e f i n i t e element of f u n c t i o n a l 
s e v e r i t y w i t h an unusual q u a l i t y of romanticism apparent i n the 
i n t e r j e c t i o n of "French p r o v i n c i a l " a r c h i t e c t u r a l elements. 

The b u i l d i n g also played an important r o l e i n the e a r l y h i s t o r y of 
the Catholic Church i n t h i s area. 

The Wallace House i s the o l d e s t house i n Walnut H i l l s , an e a r l y suburb of 
C i n c i n n a t i . 

. r » '••> 
The Wallace House was b u i l t between 1840 and 1849 by an order of 
French monks who brought the ornamental wrought i r o n used i n i t s 
c o n s t r u c t i o n from New Orleans. I n 1849 the house was converted i n t o 
a p a r i s h house f o r the St. Francis de Sales C a t h o l i c Church b u i l t on 
the l o t next t o i t i n 1850-51. The church used the house as.a 
pa r i s h house and as i t s e a r l i e s t school u n t i l they b u i l t a new church 
and school at Woodburn Avenue and Madison Road. This newer property 
i s already on the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places as the Saint 
Francis de Sales Church H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . The church owned the 
Hackberry St r e e t property u n t i l 1926 when i t was sold t o p r i v a t e 
owners. Between 1933 and 1938 Charlton Wallace purchased the 
property from S t o t t s R u s s e l l . Mr. and Mrs. Wallace resided at 
t h i s address u n t i l r e c e n t l y when the pr o p e r t y was sold t o Mr. and Mrs. 
Spurgeon. 

A room lo c a t e d under a rear porch i s b e l i e v e d t o have been used f o r 
underground r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c . 

-•5 
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The Wallace House i s lo c a t e d on the western side of Hackberry Street 
south of Wi l l i a m Howard T a f t Road. ' ' 
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