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The Wallace House is a two story structure, T-shaped in plan. The
projecting wing is brick on both floors with a stone foundation while
the main block of the house is uncoursed stone for a depth of the entire
first floor. In the rear of the house the building follows the natural
contours of the land and,because of a hillside,is not a full first floor
space. The roof over the main block of the house is hipped, intersected
at right angles by the gabled roof of the projecting wing. A round
window is located in this gabled area. The most distinguished
architectural feature of the house is a pair of rounded arch french doors
on the second floor of the projecting wing. These doors are elongated
with tinted glass panes, separated by a narrow strip of brick. The
rounded arches are emphasiz ed by bricks laid in the manner of voussoirs.
These doors open onto a small balcony surrounded by a railing of ornate
wrought iron. Throughout the house the windows are rectangular sash
windows, two-over-two on the second floor and six-over-six on the first
floor. The windows have simple stone sills and lintels. There are

two simplé entrances, one on the first floor below the balcony and
another on the south side, first floor.

The bricks were hand made by an order of French monks between 1840 and
1849. The building possesses an austerity indicative of the monastic
order that built it. The wrought iron was brought by the monks from
New Orleans in an apparent attempt to capture a style' of architecture
reminiscent of their French heritage. The building is surrounded by
the original brick wallX.'*‘Thée shutters however, have been removed from
the windows.

01d photographs indicate that the original Catholic church was built
in 1850-51 beside this house at the corner of William Howard Taft Road
(Forest Street) and Hackberry Street. The church was a small,
rectangular structure, made of brick, with an end tower. The church
had a pointed arch door and pointed arch windows. Brick buttressing
was also used. This structure was torn down after the church was
relocated at Woodburn Avenue and Madison Road.
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The Wallace House is an unique example of residential- architecture for
its early date. The building combines a definite element of functional
severity with an unusual quality of romanticism apparent in the
interjection of "French provincial" architectural elements.

The building also played an important role in the early history of
the Catholic Church in this area.

The Wallace House is the oldest house in Walnut Hills, an early suburb of
Cincinnati.

The Wallace House was built between 1840 and 1849 by an order of
French monks who brought the ornamental wrought iron used in its
construction from New Orleans. In 1849 the house was converted into
a parish house for the St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church built on
the lot next to it in 1850-51. The church used the house as.a ..
parish house and as its earliest school until they built a new church
and school at Woodburn Avenue and Madison Road. This newer property
is already on the National Register of Historic Places as the Saint
Francis de Sales Church Historic District. The church owned the. .
Hackberry Street property until 1926 when it was sold to private
owners. Between 1933 and 1938 Charlton Wallace purchased the
property from Stotts Russell. Mr. and Mrs. Wallace resided at

this address until recently when the property was sold to Mr. and Mrs.
Spurgeon.

A room located under a rear porch is believed to have been used for
underground railroad traffic.
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